PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Frankfort, KY., January 4th, 1864
The frequent outrages perpetrated in various parts of the State by lawless bands of marauders,
can in a large degree be traced to the active aid of rebel sympathizers in our midst, or their neglect to
furnish to Military Commandants the information, in their possession, which would lead to the defeat
and capture of such marauders.
Sympathizers with the rebellion who, while enjoying protection from the Government, abuse
the leniency extended to them by concealing the movements of rebel guerrillas, by giving them
information, affording them shelter, supplying them with provisions, and otherwise encouraging and
fomenting private raids, are in criminal complicity with all the outrages perpetrated by the marauders
whom they secretly countenance.
It is in the power of persons whose sympathies are with the rebellion to prevent guerrilla raids,
almost invariably, by furnishing to Military Officers of the United States or the State of Kentucky, the
information which experience has proved them to be, as a general thing, possessed of.
If all would unite, as is their duty, in putting down guerrillas, we should soon cease to be
troubled with their raids. A neglect to afford all assistance and information which may aid in defeating
the designs of marauding parties, can but be construed as a culpable and active assistance to our
enemies.
I, therefore, request that the various Military Commandants in the State of Kentucky will, in
every instance where a loyal citizen is taken off by bands of guerrillas, immediately arrest at least five of
the most prominent and active rebel sympathizers in the vicinity of such outrage for every loyal man
taken by guerrillas. These sympathizers should be held as hostages for the safe and speedy return of the
loyal citizens. Where there are disloyal relatives of guerrillas, they should be the chief sufferers. Let
them learn that if they refuse to exert themselves actively for the assistance and protection of the loyal,
they must expect to reap the just fruits of their complicity with the enemies of our State and people.
THO. E. BRAMLETTE

