National Archives Traveling Exhibits Service

American Treasures
Exhibition Overview: In text books, historical data is presented from a distance of
time, thoroughly analyzed and digested; events seem to follow an orderly progression. A
close look at historical events through pages that document things as they are happening,
however, reveals the disorder and confusion, the joy, panic, and bewilderment that can
characterize great moments in history.
“American Treasures” presents a sampling of these records from the National Archives.
These records shatter the illusion about the inevitability of history; they restore a human
scale to people who have become larger than life and breathe life into stories that have
become numbingly familiar.

Exhibition Details

More About this Exhibition

Content:

Out of the stacks and vaults of the National Archives
comes this selection of eyewitness accounts. They
are vivid and intensely personal, transporting us to a
deeper understanding of the events described.

30 framed facsimile documents, text and
graphic panels, and labels

Curator:

TBD, National Archives, Washington, DC

Supplemental Materials:

Educational and promotional resources

Rental Fee:

$2,500 for 7-week display

Security Requirements:

• Letter from Thomas Jefferson to John Jay, Secretary
of Foreign Affairs, reporting on the events in Paris,
July 19, 1789
• Report of John C. Fremont, The Exploring
Expedition to the Rocky Mountains by Brevet Col.
J.D. Fremont, March 1, 1843

Shipping:

• Testimony of witnesses in Susan B. Anthony’s
pretrial hearing following her “illegal voting” in the
election of 1872

Size:

• Letter from Harold Porter to his parents, 116
Evacuation Hospital, stationed at Dachau, May 7,
1945

Number of Crates:

• Diary of George H.W. Bush, August 9, 1974,
describing President Nixon’s last day in office

Limited security & environmental controls

Exhibitor is responsible for outgoing shipping
costs

130 linear feet

2

Insurance:

Insured by the National Archives

Tour Dates:

“American Treasures” will be available for
tour 2017 through 2021. Dates are subject to
change.

Project Status:
In development

Contact:

Dee Harris, dee.harris@nara.gov
816.268.8086

National Archives Museum
700 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20408

