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Roving the New Electronic Terrain

GPO’s Federal Digital System

Federal Register 2.0 or “FR2”


 

Integration with Regulations.gov Dockets


 

Electronic Public Inspection of FR Documents on File

Newly Improved e‐CFR
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Federal Digital System –
 

FDsys.gov
All Major OFR Publications
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FDsys Foundation of OFR Publications & Apps 



 
FDsys replaced GPO Access in late 2010



 
FDsys repository is for Access & Preservation



 

Over 40 Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Data Sets



 

Uniform Appearance, Cross‐Database Searching



 

XML Documents and Metadata form underpinning



 

PDFs are Digitally Authenticated



 

Built for Permanent Public Access; Migration to Future Digital Systems
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Federal Register on FDsys (“FR1”) 
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Today’s FR Issue Page on FDsys
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Traditional PDF is Default View



“More”
 

Page Shows Metadata



Advanced Search on FDsys

Can S
earch

 

Multipl
e 

Public
ation
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Federal Register 2.0 or “FR2”
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URL: FederalRegister.gov



 
Search and Browse tools for experts and non‐experts



 
Notifications on virtually any topic, agency, CFR part



 
Easier for citizens to understand and comment



 
Developers can use data (API) to create new apps
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Modern Web 2.0 Resource 



 
Highlight opportunities to comment



 
Connect to Regulations.gov seamlessly 



 
HTML edition (unofficial) parallels official PDF edition



 
FR2 is “Beta‐Plus”

 
until ACFR grants official status 



 

Revisions underway
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FR2 Table of Contents
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Blue Text: HTML View

Adobe PDF File

PDF of Entire 

 
FR Issue on 

 
FDsys



Basic Search & Powerful Advanced Search

Basic  Search 
on every page

Advanced Search for:
Agencies, Doc Type, 

 
Significance, Small Entities, 

 
CFR, RIN, Docket, Dates, 

Geo‐Location



Agency & Sub‐Agency Home Pages

Significant  Regs

Recent
 R, PR,

 Notice
s

Comments Op
ening/C

losing

16



Six News Sections Cover Broad Topical Areas



 

Business & Industry


 

Agribusiness, Hydropower, Energy, Mining, Labor, Telecom, Transport


 

Environment 


 

“Enviro‐Register”

 

for EPA, DOI, USDA, DOE, Army Corps, USCG, CEQ


 

Health & Public Welfare


 

Food safety, Health care, Consumer protection, Product safety, Education, 

 Housing, Worker safety, Childrens’

 

benefits, Veterans, Pensions


 

Money


 

Banking, Exchanges, Taxes, Grants: Treas, Fed, FDIC, SEC, CFTC, NCUA, 

 CFPB


 

Science & Technology


 

Focus on tech sector: NASA, FAA, FCC, NTIA, NIST, RUS, ED, DOE


 

World 


 

Security, Immigration, Trade, Customs, Foreign Relations, Defense

17



Money News Section

Subscribe

Suggested Searches
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Suggested Searches in Technology & Science
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Electronic Public Inspection Desk

Preview of 
 FR Docs 

 on File
@ OFR

20
Browse 

 Tab

Subscribe 
 to Feeds.



Public Inspection PDF Points to Final Version

Permalinks  to 

 
FR2 and FDsys
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“My FR”
 

‐
 

Save & Organize Research

Clip & Save

Create Folders 

Setup account 

 
or just use 

 
clipboard 

 
w/out login

Email, or post 

 
to Twitter & 

 
Facebook
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Broaden Public Participation



 
Links to Regulations.gov Dockets



 

Big green button to go directly to Regs.gov to submit comments



 

Countdown clock to end of comment period



 

Sidebar links to supporting docs, submitted comments
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Integration with Regulations.gov Dockets

Easy Button &
Comment 

 
Count/Clock 
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Docket Info in Sidebar

No Searching.
Go Directly to  

 
Docket for  

 
Supporting Docs 

 
& Comments
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Jump Into Regulations.gov Docket
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Improved e‐CFR at: www.eCFR.gov
36

Updated within 2 days 

 
of FR publication

•Improved version of e‐CFR released Oct 2012
•Better search engine;  More reliable platform 
•Update Bookmarks & Links to www.eCFR.gov



Links to Pending Amdts in CFR Text
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Link
  to 

FR



Linked FR Amendment File

Includes 
 Effective Date, 

 Link to Full Text 
 of Rule in FR



Future of e‐CFR



 
Future “CFR 2.0”

 
project 



 

Create a CFR “point in time”

 
system to save daily e‐CFR records



 

Make it an official edition



 

Auto‐Notifications, Flags for proposed rules, Links to other CFR units 

 and USC,  “My CFR,”

 
Click‐to‐Print PDFs, User Created Packages
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Key Links & Contacts



 

Michael White
Director of Publications & Services
Office of the Federal Register, NARA
michael.white@nara.gov; mwhite@gpo.gov



 

OpenFederalRegister@NARA.gov



 

FederalRegister.gov/learn/developers



 

Github.com/criticaljuncture
 

(open source code, API)



 

FederalRegister.Tenderapp.com/home (FR2 tech feedback site)
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