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1. Purpose

This plan outlines the standardized process for the preparation, approval, and publication of
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) datasets to Data.gov, thereby enhancing
public access, transparency, and the innovative application of government data in accordance
with federal open data mandates. This commitment directly supports NARA's mission to
preserve and provide access to the records of the U.S. Government.

2. Scope

This Open Data Plan applies to all NARA offices responsible for creating, managing, and
disseminating NARA datasets intended for public release through Data.gov.

3. Background

Title Il of the Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 2018 (Evidence Act), the
OPEN Government Data Act, aims to enhance transparency and accessibility of government
data. It requires federal agencies to publish their open data information online in standardized,
machine-readable formats, ensuring that metadata is included in the Data.gov Federal Data
Catalog. OMB_M-25-05 further defines specific guidance and requirements for implementing the
OPEN Government Data Act, including the establishment of an Open Data Plan.

4. NARA Open Data Goals

These goals guide NARA's commitment to openness, transparency, and citizen engagement
through public access to government records, making them available to the American people:

1. Maximizing Discovery and Access for all Americans: We aim to leverage technology
to ensure NARA's vast historical and archival public data assets are effortlessly
discoverable and accessible to the American people.

2. Empowering Public Use and Understanding of Archival Records: We are dedicated
to developing robust processes that enable the American people to easily use,


https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/M-25-05-Phase-2-Implementation-of-the-Foundations-for-Evidence-Based-Policymaking-Act-of-2018-Open-Government-Data-Access-and-Management-Guidance.pdf

understand, and gain insights from NARA's public data assets for research, analysis,
and deep engagement with our national heritage.

3. Building Public Trust in the Authenticity of Our Records: We strive to foster
unwavering confidence in the authenticity, reliability, and integrity of NARA's publicly
available historical and archival data, ensuring the public trusts the records of our nation.

5. Plan Requirements and Objectives

This Open Data Plan follows the structure of OMB M-25-05 section 6, AGENCY DATA
REQUIREMENTS: OPEN DATA PLAN. The ongoing activities and out-year plans described
below also address requirements listed in section 4, AGENCY REQUIREMENTS THAT APPLY
TO ALL DATA ASSETS, and section 5, REQUIREMENTS THAT APPLY TO ALL PUBLIC DATA
ASSETS of OMB M-25-05.

a. Data Collection Processes for Open Formats

NARA has processes and procedures in place to ensure digitized data is collected and made
available in open formats. NARA also continues to prioritize the digitization of its records as
part of its Strategic Plan, reporting progress towards agency goals in its Annual Performance
Plan.

Dataset Availability by Type:

e Digital Datasets that are not part of NARA's archival holdings must be published and
made available to the public on both Archives.gov and Data.gov.

e Digital Datasets that are part of NARA's archival holdings will be made available to
the public primarily through the National Archives Catalog, with appropriate metadata
linkage to Data.gov as applicable.

Ongoing Activities:

e NARA's internal guidance encourages data creators and managers to utilize open and
machine-readable formats for data assets intended for public release. Examples include
JSON, XML, CSV/TXT, XLS/XLSX, or other machine-readable formats. Originating
NARA offices must prepare their datasets as a .csv (Comma Separated Values) file
and concurrently, create a data dictionary that describes the dataset's content, format,
and any other relevant metadata.

Out-year Plans:

e Review current data collection and accessioning methods to identify gaps in open format
usage, ensure data standards and dictionaries are available and current, and ensure
adherence to NARA's archival standards.

e Enhance open data metadata and plain language descriptions to ensure developers as
well as the general public can find, access, and understand these resources.


https://www.archives.gov/files/about/plans-reports/strategic-plan/strategic-plan-framework-2026-2030.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/about/plans-reports/performance-plan/nara-annual-performance-report-fy24-final01172025.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/about/plans-reports/performance-plan/nara-annual-performance-report-fy24-final01172025.pdf

Promote best practices to NARA staff for open formats for archival purposes and public
access

b. Data Usage Information

Ongoing Activities:

NARA publishes real-time and historical website user metrics, including the most popular
topics (records) accessed by the general public on the NARA Metrics Dashboard page
(https://www.archives.gov/metrics).
Metrics on NARA open data usage can be found on Data.gov, which reports sitewide
metrics that can be pulled anytime and filtered by organization. The usage metrics
collected and reported include:

o Most Viewed Dataset Pages

o Most Downloaded Dataset Files

o Most Clicked Outbound Links

Out-year Plans:

Enhance NARA's Open Data web page to include functionality to track and display the
number of views, downloads, and API calls, for each open data asset, providing users
with insights into the popularity and usage of specific datasets related to historical
records.

Develop Key Performance Indicators to analyze and measure against in order to provide
insight into data usage, including API calls.

c. Collaboration with Data Users

NARA facilitates engagement and collaboration between the public and the Agency to expand
the use of public data assets, especially those derived from archival holdings.

Ongoing Activities:

The opengov@nara.gov email address is prominently displayed on the NARA Open
Data Web page for external stakeholders to contact NARA with open government
inquiries, including inquiries on open data.

The opendata@nara.gov email is provided on all NARA data asset pages on Data.gov,
allowing external stakeholders to inquire about specific NARA datasets.

The National Archives promotes the innovative use of agency data by connecting citizen
developers with the tools required to unlock government data for both public and private
sector applications. Details are maintained on National Archives for Developers |
National Archives.

NARA also publishes public access copies of archival datasets online through the
National Archives Catalog and Access to Archival Databases.

The National Archives Catalog API makes NARA's archival descriptions, online access
copies of digital and digitized records, and related metadata available to the public.



https://www.archives.gov/metrics
http://data.gov
https://catalog.data.gov/organization/nara-gov
https://catalog.data.gov/organization/nara-gov
mailto:opendata@nara.gov
http://data.gov
https://www.archives.gov/developer
https://www.archives.gov/developer
https://catalog.archives.gov/
https://aad.archives.gov/aad/index.jsp
https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog/help/api

e NARA also publishes public datasets through the Registry of Open Data on AWS.
Examples include:
https://reqistry.opendata.aws/nara-national-archives-catalog/#usageexamples
https://www.archives.gov/developer/national-archives-catalog-dataset
https://reqistry.opendata.aws/nara-1940-census/
https://reqistry.opendata.aws/nara-1950-census/
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Out-year Plans:

e Revive a mechanism for crowdsourcing public input regarding data asset prioritization
and other relevant NARA data topics.

e Promote NARA open datasets and developer tools in future codathons and civic hacking
events.

e Collaborate with other archives and cultural heritage institutions to learn how they
developed their Open Data Catalogs and best practices for historical data dissemination.

e Coordinate with NARA's Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Office and researchers to
identify specific data assets that receive frequent requests and have not yet been
provided in open data formats.

d. Open Data Point of Contact: NARA manages the opengov@nara.gov mailbox to assist the
public with open data inquiries. The email address is prominently displayed on the NARA Open
Data webpage and on all NARA data asset pages on Data.gov. NARA continues to monitor the
opengov@nara.gov, triage questions to the appropriate data owners/archivists, communicate
input with the NARA Data Governance Board as necessary, and respond to the public in a
timely manner.

e. Improvement Processes

NARA continues to evaluate its open data publication and maintenance processes for
improvement opportunities, particularly for data assets derived from historical records.

Ongoing Activities: NARA's Chief Data Officer (CDO) requires data owners to agree to
manage their data assets for data quality, including adherence to NARA descriptive standards.

Out-year Plans:

e Formally initiate an open data working group under NARA’'s Data Governance Board in
order to:
o Clearly define the roles and responsibilities for data.
owners/archivists/stewards/sponsors within NARA's open data processes.
Formalize SOPs related to open data publication.
Integrate with internal archival data documentation processes.
Standardize metadata tags and categories to enhance searchability of public
data assets, aligning with archival descriptive standards where appropriate.
e Conduct an annual audit of the Enterprise Data Catalog, requiring data owners/archivists
to check their data assets for accuracy and adherence to established standards.


https://registry.opendata.aws/nara-national-archives-catalog/#usageexamples
https://www.archives.gov/developer/national-archives-catalog-dataset
https://registry.opendata.aws/nara-1940-census/
https://registry.opendata.aws/nara-1950-census/
https://registry.opendata.aws/nara-1950-census/
https://catalog.data.gov/organization/nara-gov
https://catalog.data.gov/organization/nara-gov

f. Open Data Goal Requirements

NARA embraces innovation in information technology management with a skilled workforce that
facilitates open data sharing and long-term digital preservation.

Ongoing Activities: NARA complies with current Data.gov reporting requirements through its
management of the NARA Enterprise Data Inventory. It also leverages existing policies and
procedures for accessioning and archiving as venues to further promote training on open data
preparation and publication.

Out-year Plans: Formally initiate an open data working group under NARA's Data Governance
Board, targeting additional areas for process improvements.

g. Prioritizing Public Data Asset Review

Many of the current data assets in NARA's Enterprise Data Inventory are a result of historical
digitization initiatives and strategic data releases. The digitization and release of these
collections are driven by administrative priorities and public demand.

Ongoing Activities:

e NARA adds entries to the Enterprise Data Inventory when notified of newly published
open data sets or newly digitized collections.
e NARA responds to public inquiries that come to the opengov@nara.gov mailbox.

Out-year Plans: Work with NARA's FOIA Office, the Office of the Chief Operating Officer, and
research community to develop rules for prioritizing data assets for public dissemination based
on public demand.

Collaborate with NARA's Office of the Chief Records Officer (OCRO) and offices involved in
digital accessioning to integrate open data into record transfer and data exchange processes to
identify potential public data assets.

h. Compliance Status

NARA will comply with all requirements of OMB M-25-05 and the requirements of 44 U.S.C. §
3511 when disseminating a public data asset pursuant to the Evidence Act.

Ongoing Activities: NARA complies with public dissemination requirements through the
publication and management of the NARA Enterprise Data Inventory.

Out-year Plans: Coordinate with NARA's Chief FOIA Officer, Senior Agency Official for Privacy,
Chief Information Officer, Chief Operating Officer, General Counsel, program staff, and other
relevant Agency officials to ensure that any public release of data assets is lawful and
appropriate, especially concerning archival restrictions or sensitive information.



i. Updating the Strategic Information Resources Management Plan

Out-year Plans: NARA will update its Information Resources Management Plan (IRM) and will
publish in our public facing site. NARA will commit to updating the IRM Strategic Plan annually.

6. Appendix A: Definitions

Data — Recorded information, regardless of form or the media on which the data is
recorded. (44 U.S.C. §3502)
Data asset — A collection of data elements or data sets that may be grouped together.
(44 U.S.C. § 3502)
Federal Data Catalog — A centralized public online interface dedicated to sharing U.S.
government data assets with the public; maintained by GSA and available through
Data.gov. (OMB M-25-05)
Machine-readable - Data in a format that can be easily processed by a computer
without human intervention while ensuring no semantic meaning is lost. (44 U.S.C. §
3502)
Metadata - Structural or descriptive information about data such as content, format,
source, rights, accuracy, provenance, frequency, periodicity, granularity, publisher or
responsible party, contact information, method of collection, and other descriptions. (44
U.S.C. § 3502)
Open Data - Publicly available data that are made available consistent with relevant
privacy, confidentiality, security, and other valid access, use, and dissemination
restrictions, and are structured in a way that enables the data to be fully discoverable
and usable by end users. Generally, open data are consistent with principles, explained
in OMB guidance, of such data being public, accessible, machine-readable, described,
reusable, complete, timely, and managed post-release. (OMB Circular NO. A-130)
Open format — A file format for storing digital data where the format is platform
independent and machine-readable and is maintained (A) at no cost to the public; and
(B) with no restrictions on copying, publishing, distributing, transmitting, citing, or
adapting such a format. (OMB M-25-05)
Open Government data asset — A public data asset that is-
o machine-readable;
o available (or could be made available) in an open format;
o not encumbered by restrictions, other than intellectual property rights, including
under titles 17 and 35, that would impede the use or reuse of such asset; and
o based on an underlying open standard that is maintained by a standards
organization. (44 U.S.C. § 3502)
Open license — A legal guarantee that a data asset is made available-
o at no cost to the public; and
o with no restrictions on copying, publishing, distributing, transmitting, citing, or
adapting such asset. (44 U.S.C. § 3502)



e Public data asset — A data asset, or part thereof, maintained by the Federal
Government that has been, or may be, released to the public, including any data asset,
or part thereof, subject to disclosure under section 552 of title 5. (44 U.S.C. § 3502)
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