VIA EMAIL
(LM 2015-008)
January 6, 2015
The Honorable W. Neil Eggleston
Counsel to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20502
Dear Mr. Eggleston:
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open George H.W.
Bush Presidential records in response to the systematic processing projects listed in Attachment
A.
This material, consisting of 22,084 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA
exemptions, resulting in a total of 11,129 pages restricted in whole or in part. NARA is
proposing to open the remaining 10,955 pages. A copy of any records proposed for release
under this notice will be provided to you upon your request.
We are also concurrently informing former President Bush’s representative, James W. Cicconi,
of our intent to release these records. Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the
records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is April 3, 2015, unless the former or
incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a
constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d). Please let us know if
you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.
Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the
NARA website.
If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026.
Sincerely,

B. JOHN LASTER
DIRECTOR
Presidential Materials Division
Enclosure

ATTACHMENT A
Case Number

Topic

2010-1901-S

Lt. Colonel Higgins incident files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

1,000

721

279

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of National Security Council
White House Situation Support Staff (WHSSS) files. The Bush Presidential records proposed for
opening relate to the murder of Lt. Colonel Higgins in August 1989 and are cover sheets, cables,
correspondence, press releases, and reports. These materials consist of cover sheets that route other
documents; unclassified cables containing public statements, newspaper articles, and radio
broadcasts; and correspondence consisting of declassified memcons and telcons of conversations
between President Bush and foreign leaders regarding the hostage situation and Lt. Colonel Higgins,
as well as a letter to President Rafsanjani from members of Congress requesting assistance in
securing the release of the remaining American hostages in Lebanon. In addition, there are press
releases of press secretary statements and press briefings, remarks by President Bush, and press
guidance related to discussing the execution of Lt. Colonel Higgins; and unclassified reports
containing an Air Force One pool report on Higgins’ death and United Nations Security Council
resolutions on Colonel Higgins and hostage-taking.

Case Number

Topic

2014-0870-S

Richard Childress files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

155

29

126

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of subject files maintained by
Richard Childress of the National Security Council’s Asian Affairs Directorate. The Bush
Presidential records proposed for opening are cover sheets, correspondence, a press release, printed
material, remarks, and reports. These materials consist of cover sheets and correspondence that route
other documents; administrative correspondence arranging meetings, providing general press
guidelines, and discussing assistance to the Philippines and Vietnam; and correspondence from
private individuals and organizations discussing trade, refugees, MIAs, and the case of a USAID
employee left behind in Vietnam after the 1975 evacuation. In addition, there is a press release
announcing the continuation of John Vessey as a special presidential emissary for POW/MIA affairs;
printed materials consisting of newspaper clippings about the USAID employee left in Vietnam;
remarks from a presidential video commemorating the third anniversary of the EDSA Revolution in
the Philippines; reports that include a Presidential Determination regarding funds for assistance to
African and Afghan refugees; and an unclassified Reagan-era NSDD regarding refugee policy and
processing refugees from Indochina.
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Case Number

Topic

2014-0880-S

Head of State Correspondence
Summary files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

800

514

286

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of Head of State Correspondence
Summary files maintained at the National Security Council. The Bush Presidential records proposed
for opening are cover sheets, memoranda, notes, and reports. These materials consist primarily of
cover sheets and memoranda that route other documents; memoranda to President Bush and the
Department of State regarding the delay in preparing responses to Heads of State correspondence;
notes from President Bush requesting responses to letters from Heads of State and expressing
appreciation to staff for their concise summaries of incoming correspondence; and reports addressing
processing time for incoming correspondence at the Department of State and the NSC.

Case Number

Topic

2014-0890-S

Bruce Riedel files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

750

605

145

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of subject files maintained by
National Security Council staff member Bruce Riedel, Director for Near East and South Asian
Affairs. The Bush Presidential records proposed for opening are cover sheets, correspondence, press
releases, printed material, and remarks. These materials consist of cover sheets and internal
correspondence that route other documents as well as correspondence with foreign Heads of State
related to social exchanges of appreciation and congratulations. Other correspondence includes
exchanges with members of Congress on issues such as Kuwaiti elections, arms control, and
counterfeiting. In addition, there are White House press releases announcing the nomination of
ambassadors, disaster assistance for Pakistan, the extinguishing of the last of Kuwait’s burning oil
wells after the Gulf War, and Kuwaiti free elections in 1992, as well as a Saudi press release
responding to Qatari statements and a statement from the UAE on talks with Iran. There is printed
material, consisting of newspaper clippings on counterfeiting, meetings with foreign government
officials, and an interview with Amir of Kuwait on women’s suffrage. Finally, there are remarks,
including a statement by President Bush following a meeting with the Amir of Kuwait.

Case Number

Topic

2014-0901-S

Timothy M. Carney files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

6,800

2,726

4,074

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of the files of National Security
Council staff member Timothy M. Carney. The Bush Presidential records proposed for opening are
cover sheets, memoranda, reports, correspondence, press releases, and cables. These materials consist
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of transmittal cover sheets and memoranda as well as routine memoranda, reports, correspondence,
press releases, and unclassified news cables pertaining to U.S. relations with the nations of East Asia,
to President Bush’s trips to Asia in 1991 and 1992, and to trade/fisheries agreements with Pacific
nations. Also included are routine memoranda, reports, correspondence, and unclassified public news
cables pertaining to the normalization of relations with Vietnam and the establishment of a new
government in Cambodia. A significant amount of records described above pertain to public
correspondence and routine memoranda dealing with investigation of possible POW/MIAs in
Indochina.

Case Number

Topic

2014-0905-S

Donald Pilling files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

5,300

1,262

4,038

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of chronological files maintained
by National Security Council staff member Donald Pilling, Director of Defense Policy and Arms
Control. The Bush Presidential records proposed for opening are cover sheets, correspondence, press
releases, printed material, remarks, and reports. These materials consist of cover sheets and
correspondence as well as administrative correspondence arranging meetings and travel and
discussing defense issues such as base closures, maritime boundaries, the selective service system,
and the defense export guarantee program. Also included is correspondence from various agencies
commenting on proposed bills on defense issues--including appropriations, military construction, the
national defense stockpile, civil defense programs, and veterans’ benefits. Press releases address
military reserve units, port access, and military transportation. There is printed material consisting of
newspaper clippings about issues such as maritime transportation, the defense budget, port
restrictions for Warsaw Pact ships, and telecommunications as well as remarks consisting primarily
of testimony before Congress on proposed legislation (such as the Defense Production Act, Civil
Defense Program, National Defense Stockpile Modernization Act, Territorial Sea and Contiguous
Zone Extension and Enforcement Act, and Shipbuilding Trade Reform Act). There are unclassified
reports containing a proposed executive order on National Security Resources Preparedness, a
State/Defense paper on maintaining freedom of the seas, a Department of Energy report on natural
disaster after-action, and papers from private citizens on defense technology.

Case Number

Topic

2014-0906-S

Beth Sanner files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

7,200

5,214

1,986

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of the files of National Security
Council staff member Beth Sanner. The Bush Presidential records proposed for opening are forms,
correspondence, cables, speeches/remarks, press materials, reports, and memoranda. These materials
consist of routine transmittal forms and memoranda that route other documents; correspondence
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between President Bush and Heads of State of Eastern European nations (primarily Romania, Czech
Republic, Slovak Republic, and Poland) related to appreciation for aid and expressions of concern
over recent natural disasters; and unclassified public news cables pertaining to the dissolution of
Czechoslovakia and recognition of the resultant Czech and Slovak republics. Also included are
presidential speech/remarks during a trip to Hamtramck, Michigan; press releases and Q&A’s
regarding meetings and discussions with private Eastern European interest groups; and routine
reports and memoranda related to U.S. trade policy with Eastern Europe in post-Soviet era.

Case Number

Topic

2015-0099-S

Linton Brooks files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

79

58

21

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of chronological files maintained
by Linton Brooks, Director for Arms Control, National Security Council. The Bush Presidential
records proposed for opening are a cover sheet, memoranda, correspondence, and a press release.
These materials consist of a cover sheet and internal memoranda that route other documents;
correspondence consisting of a letter from the NATO Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic
requesting that Mrs. Bush host a ladies’ program for NATO wives during an international maritime
symposium in Maryland, and a letter from a member of Congress regarding arms control bills on the
Hill. There are internal memoranda discussing this correspondence and a response from Brent
Scowcroft to the member of Congress. Finally, there is a press release from the Committee on
Foreign Affairs addressing “shadow arms control policy.”
###
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VIA EMAIL
(LM 2015-008)
January 6, 2015
James W. Cicconi
Suite 1000
1120 20th Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20036
Dear Mr. Cicconi:
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Bush’s representative, of our intent
to open George H.W. Bush Presidential records in response to the systematic processing projects
listed in Attachment A.
This material, consisting of 22,084 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA
exemptions, resulting in a total of 11,129 pages restricted. NARA is proposing to open the
remaining 10,955 pages. A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be
provided to you upon your request.
We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Bush
Presidential records. Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working
days from the date of this letter, which is April 3, 2015, unless the former or incumbent President
requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a constitutionally based
privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d). Please let us know if you are able to
complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period. Pursuant to 44 U.S.C.
2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the NARA website.

If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026.
Sincerely,

B. JOHN LASTER
DIRECTOR
Presidential Materials Division
Enclosure

ATTACHMENT A
Case Number

Topic

2010-1901-S

Lt. Colonel Higgins incident files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

1,000

721

279

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of National Security Council
White House Situation Support Staff (WHSSS) files. The Bush Presidential records proposed for
opening relate to the murder of Lt. Colonel Higgins in August 1989 and are cover sheets, cables,
correspondence, press releases, and reports. These materials consist of cover sheets that route other
documents; unclassified cables containing public statements, newspaper articles, and radio
broadcasts; and correspondence consisting of declassified memcons and telcons of conversations
between President Bush and foreign leaders regarding the hostage situation and Lt. Colonel Higgins,
as well as a letter to President Rafsanjani from members of Congress requesting assistance in
securing the release of the remaining American hostages in Lebanon. In addition, there are press
releases of press secretary statements and press briefings, remarks by President Bush, and press
guidance related to discussing the execution of Lt. Colonel Higgins; and unclassified reports
containing an Air Force One pool report on Higgins’ death and United Nations Security Council
resolutions on Colonel Higgins and hostage-taking.

Case Number

Topic

2014-0870-S

Richard Childress files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

155

29

126

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of subject files maintained by
Richard Childress of the National Security Council’s Asian Affairs Directorate. The Bush
Presidential records proposed for opening are cover sheets, correspondence, a press release, printed
material, remarks, and reports. These materials consist of cover sheets and correspondence that route
other documents; administrative correspondence arranging meetings, providing general press
guidelines, and discussing assistance to the Philippines and Vietnam; and correspondence from
private individuals and organizations discussing trade, refugees, MIAs, and the case of a USAID
employee left behind in Vietnam after the 1975 evacuation. In addition, there is a press release
announcing the continuation of John Vessey as a special presidential emissary for POW/MIA affairs;
printed materials consisting of newspaper clippings about the USAID employee left in Vietnam;
remarks from a presidential video commemorating the third anniversary of the EDSA Revolution in
the Philippines; reports that include a Presidential Determination regarding funds for assistance to
African and Afghan refugees; and an unclassified Reagan-era NSDD regarding refugee policy and
processing refugees from Indochina.
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Case Number

Topic

2014-0880-S

Head of State Correspondence
Summary files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

800

514

286

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of Head of State Correspondence
Summary files maintained at the National Security Council. The Bush Presidential records proposed
for opening are cover sheets, memoranda, notes, and reports. These materials consist primarily of
cover sheets and memoranda that route other documents; memoranda to President Bush and the
Department of State regarding the delay in preparing responses to Heads of State correspondence;
notes from President Bush requesting responses to letters from Heads of State and expressing
appreciation to staff for their concise summaries of incoming correspondence; and reports addressing
processing time for incoming correspondence at the Department of State and the NSC.

Case Number

Topic

2014-0890-S

Bruce Riedel files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

750

605

145

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of subject files maintained by
National Security Council staff member Bruce Riedel, Director for Near East and South Asian
Affairs. The Bush Presidential records proposed for opening are cover sheets, correspondence, press
releases, printed material, and remarks. These materials consist of cover sheets and internal
correspondence that route other documents as well as correspondence with foreign Heads of State
related to social exchanges of appreciation and congratulations. Other correspondence includes
exchanges with members of Congress on issues such as Kuwaiti elections, arms control, and
counterfeiting. In addition, there are White House press releases announcing the nomination of
ambassadors, disaster assistance for Pakistan, the extinguishing of the last of Kuwait’s burning oil
wells after the Gulf War, and Kuwaiti free elections in 1992, as well as a Saudi press release
responding to Qatari statements and a statement from the UAE on talks with Iran. There is printed
material, consisting of newspaper clippings on counterfeiting, meetings with foreign government
officials, and an interview with Amir of Kuwait on women’s suffrage. Finally, there are remarks,
including a statement by President Bush following a meeting with the Amir of Kuwait.

Case Number

Topic

2014-0901-S

Timothy M. Carney files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

6,800

2,726

4,074

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of the files of National Security
Council staff member Timothy M. Carney. The Bush Presidential records proposed for opening are
cover sheets, memoranda, reports, correspondence, press releases, and cables. These materials consist
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of transmittal cover sheets and memoranda as well as routine memoranda, reports, correspondence,
press releases, and unclassified news cables pertaining to U.S. relations with the nations of East Asia,
to President Bush’s trips to Asia in 1991 and 1992, and to trade/fisheries agreements with Pacific
nations. Also included are routine memoranda, reports, correspondence, and unclassified public news
cables pertaining to the normalization of relations with Vietnam and the establishment of a new
government in Cambodia. A significant amount of records described above pertain to public
correspondence and routine memoranda dealing with investigation of possible POW/MIAs in
Indochina.

Case Number

Topic

2014-0905-S

Donald Pilling files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

5,300

1,262

4,038

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of chronological files maintained
by National Security Council staff member Donald Pilling, Director of Defense Policy and Arms
Control. The Bush Presidential records proposed for opening are cover sheets, correspondence, press
releases, printed material, remarks, and reports. These materials consist of cover sheets and
correspondence as well as administrative correspondence arranging meetings and travel and
discussing defense issues such as base closures, maritime boundaries, the selective service system,
and the defense export guarantee program. Also included is correspondence from various agencies
commenting on proposed bills on defense issues--including appropriations, military construction, the
national defense stockpile, civil defense programs, and veterans’ benefits. Press releases address
military reserve units, port access, and military transportation. There is printed material consisting of
newspaper clippings about issues such as maritime transportation, the defense budget, port
restrictions for Warsaw Pact ships, and telecommunications as well as remarks consisting primarily
of testimony before Congress on proposed legislation (such as the Defense Production Act, Civil
Defense Program, National Defense Stockpile Modernization Act, Territorial Sea and Contiguous
Zone Extension and Enforcement Act, and Shipbuilding Trade Reform Act). There are unclassified
reports containing a proposed executive order on National Security Resources Preparedness, a
State/Defense paper on maintaining freedom of the seas, a Department of Energy report on natural
disaster after-action, and papers from private citizens on defense technology.

Case Number

Topic

2014-0906-S

Beth Sanner files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

7,200

5,214

1,986

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of the files of National Security
Council staff member Beth Sanner. The Bush Presidential records proposed for opening are forms,
correspondence, cables, speeches/remarks, press materials, reports, and memoranda. These materials
consist of routine transmittal forms and memoranda that route other documents; correspondence
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between President Bush and Heads of State of Eastern European nations (primarily Romania, Czech
Republic, Slovak Republic, and Poland) related to appreciation for aid and expressions of concern
over recent natural disasters; and unclassified public news cables pertaining to the dissolution of
Czechoslovakia and recognition of the resultant Czech and Slovak republics. Also included are
presidential speech/remarks during a trip to Hamtramck, Michigan; press releases and Q&A’s
regarding meetings and discussions with private Eastern European interest groups; and routine
reports and memoranda related to U.S. trade policy with Eastern Europe in post-Soviet era.

Case Number

Topic

2015-0099-S

Linton Brooks files

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

79

58

21

The George Bush Library has completed the systematic processing of chronological files maintained
by Linton Brooks, Director for Arms Control, National Security Council. The Bush Presidential
records proposed for opening are a cover sheet, memoranda, correspondence, and a press release.
These materials consist of a cover sheet and internal memoranda that route other documents;
correspondence consisting of a letter from the NATO Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic
requesting that Mrs. Bush host a ladies’ program for NATO wives during an international maritime
symposium in Maryland, and a letter from a member of Congress regarding arms control bills on the
Hill. There are internal memoranda discussing this correspondence and a response from Brent
Scowcroft to the member of Congress. Finally, there is a press release from the Committee on
Foreign Affairs addressing “shadow arms control policy.”
###
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