
 

 

 

 

 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
(LM 2017-111) 
 
August 1, 2017 
 
The Honorable Donald F. McGahn, II 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.  20502 
 
Dear Mr. McGahn: 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Clinton 
Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in 
Attachment A. 
 
These records, consisting of 72,246 pages, have been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 
exemptions, resulting in 4,059 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 
the remaining 68,187 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 
provided to you upon your request.   
    
We are also concurrently informing former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of 
our intent to release these records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the 
records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is October 26, 2017, unless the 
former or incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or 
asserts a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let 
us know if you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day 
period.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on 
the NARA website.   

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure 



A-1 of A-3 
 

ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2012-0769-F 
(Segment 1) 

Kathleen “Katie” McGinty files 50,936 1,882 49,054 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the records of Kathleen 
"Katie" McGinty, Council on Environmental Quality.  This segment consists of two major 
components, subject files and correspondence, and covers 1993 and 1994 of the Clinton 
Administration. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include articles, briefing 
papers, drafts, forms, invitations, legislation, legislative referral memoranda, letters, lists, 
memoranda, news clips, notes, original children’s artwork, Presidential Decision Directives, press 
releases and statements, reports, talking points, schedule requests, speeches, and testimony.  Subjects 
include administration, alternative fuels, biodiversity, chlorofluorocarbons, clean air and water, 
climate change, conservation, desertification, Earth Day, Endangered Species Act, energy, 
Environmental Defense Fund [EDF] v Massey, Environmental Protection Agency [EPA] Elevation 
Bill S 171, Exxon-Valdez, forestry, General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade [GATT], global 
warming, intern management, the National Environmental Protection Act [NEPA], North American 
Free Trade Agreement [NAFTA], ozone, pollution, President’s Council on Sustainable Development 
[PCSD], solar power, timber management, United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development [UNCED], watershed, whales and whaling, Yanomami Massacre, and Yucca 
Mountain. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2006-1067-F 
(Segment 2) 

Supreme Court nominees/appointments 13,191 1,240 11,951 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to the 
consideration and appointments of all nominees to the U.S. Supreme Court. The Clinton Presidential 
records proposed for opening include correspondence; memoranda; clippings; articles from legal 
journals; reports; press releases; and resumes from individuals, organizations and Congressional 
leaders making recommendations for Supreme Court nominees. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2016-0392-F 1996-1997 White House Internship files 2,969 602 2,367 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the records of the White 
House Internship Program, 1996-1997.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 
include applications, transcripts, correspondence, resumes, lists, charts, memoranda, newspaper 
articles, and notes.  Lists of interns appear indicating what office they work for.  Their availability 
(the hours they can work) is generally indicated through the use of charts.  Memoranda go back and 
forth detailing how certain staffers need interns for specific jobs
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Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0390-F Venezuelan trade/economy 1,551 6 1,545 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified material 
related to Venezuelan trade and/or economy. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 
primarily consist of correspondence from the Subject file and responsive material from the National 
Economic Council and the Special Envoy for the Americas.  Open materials from the National 
Economic Council (NEC) include talking points, briefing papers, memoranda, and e-mails related to 
a 1995 trip to Caracas, Venezuela.  Other NEC files are memoranda and congressional 
correspondence regarding an EPA ruling on reformatted gasoline standards and the importation of 
Venezuelan gasoline.  Special Envoy for the Americas files are largely talking points and press 
guidance for a November 2000 trip to Venezuela. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0748-F Correspondence between various White House 
staff 

37 5 32 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all correspondence 
between specific members of the Clinton Administration’s Domestic Policy Council—Bruce Reed, 
Elena Kagan, Leon Panetta, Erskine Bowles, and John Podesta, and specific members of the British 
government—Alastair Campbell, David Miliband, Patricia Hewitt MP, Ed Balls, Gordon Brown MP, 
and Professor Anthony Giddens. The records found to be responsive to this request are almost 
exclusively between David Miliband and Bruce Reed. They include discussion about arranging 
meetings amongst themselves and various counterparts. There are also brief mentions of welfare 
reform, livability, education policy and initiatives, and the G8 and NATO summits. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0748-F Memcons and telcons with Prime Minister John 
Howard of Australia 

28 11 17 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all memcons 
(memoranda of conversation) and telcons (telephone conversations) between President Clinton and 
Prime Minister John Howard of Australia. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 
consist of National Security Council administrative paperwork tracking these documents through the 
White House routing system.  

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0810-F Hanford Reach National Monument 2,981 0 2,981 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all material created or 
received by the Clinton Administration on or before June 9, 2000 related to the establishment of a
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 Hanford Reach National Monument. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include 
faxes, correspondence, memoranda, reports, drafts, emails, notes, proclamations, press releases, 
testimony, maps, and photos. These records relate to the process whereby President Clinton, under 
the authority granted him by the Antiquities Act of 1906, issued a proclamation establishing the 
Hanford Reach National Monument in southeastern Washington.  These include a correspondence 
from Secretary of the Interior and Secretary of Energy to President Clinton discussing the various 
issues involved with Hanford Reach, the actual proclamation from President Clinton establishing the 
Hanford Reach National Monument, and a map showing the 51-mile stretch of land known as the 
"Hanford Reach." In addition, the electronic records contain press, press releases, and conservationist 
list-serv emails that mention Hanford Reach. There are also emails concerning the announcement of 
the monument and scheduling of the proclamation signing.   

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0861-F Correspondence between the British Royal 
Family and the White House 

133 2 131 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for any correspondence, 
including letters and handwritten notes to and from the following members of the British Royal 
Family: Queen Elizabeth II, Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh; and Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include congratulatory messages on 
various anniversaries and birthdays, condolence letters for tornado damage in Oklahoma, White 
House routing paperwork for gifts received by President and First Lady Clinton during their June 
1994 visit to England to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the D-Day invasion of Europe, 
correspondence regarding the death of Princess Diana in 1997, and copies of a message sent from 
President Truman to Queen Elizabeth dated 1952 upon the occasion of the death of her father King 
George VI. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0892-F NSC records related to the 1993 Eritrean 
Independence Referendum 

420 311 109 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to the 
1993 Eritrean Independence Referendum. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 
consist of an invitation to President Clinton from Isaias Afwerki to attend the Independence Day 
celebrations in Eritrea; US State Department cables regarding the progress of the independence 
referendum in Eritrea; press briefings on the status of the United States formal recognition of the new 
state of Eritrea; and a memorandum concerning a presidential delegation to Eritrea’s independence 
celebration. 

### 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

(LM 2017-111) 
 
August 1, 2017 
 
Bruce R. Lindsey 
William J. Clinton Foundation 
1200 President Clinton Avenue 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
 
Dear Mr. Lindsey:  
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our 
intent to open Clinton Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.   
 
This material, consisting of 72,246 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 
exemptions, resulting in 4,059 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 
the remaining 68,187 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 
provided to you upon your request.   
 
We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Clinton 
Presidential records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working 
days from the date of this letter, which is October 26, 2017, unless the former or incumbent 
President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a 
constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if 
you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  
Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 
NARA website.   

 
 
 
 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2012-0769-F 
(Segment 1) 

Kathleen “Katie” McGinty files 50,936 1,882 49,054 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the records of Kathleen 
"Katie" McGinty, Council on Environmental Quality.  This segment consists of two major 
components, subject files and correspondence, and covers 1993 and 1994 of the Clinton 
Administration. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include articles, briefing 
papers, drafts, forms, invitations, legislation, legislative referral memoranda, letters, lists, 
memoranda, news clips, notes, original children’s artwork, Presidential Decision Directives, press 
releases and statements, reports, talking points, schedule requests, speeches, and testimony.  Subjects 
include administration, alternative fuels, biodiversity, chlorofluorocarbons, clean air and water, 
climate change, conservation, desertification, Earth Day, Endangered Species Act, energy, 
Environmental Defense Fund [EDF] v Massey, Environmental Protection Agency [EPA] Elevation 
Bill S 171, Exxon-Valdez, forestry, General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade [GATT], global 
warming, intern management, the National Environmental Protection Act [NEPA], North American 
Free Trade Agreement [NAFTA], ozone, pollution, President’s Council on Sustainable Development 
[PCSD], solar power, timber management, United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development [UNCED], watershed, whales and whaling, Yanomami Massacre, and Yucca 
Mountain. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2006-1067-F 
(Segment 2) 

Supreme Court nominees/appointments 13,191 1,240 11,951 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to the 
consideration and appointments of all nominees to the U.S. Supreme Court. The Clinton Presidential 
records proposed for opening include correspondence; memoranda; clippings; articles from legal 
journals; reports; press releases; and resumes from individuals, organizations and Congressional 
leaders making recommendations for Supreme Court nominees. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2016-0392-F 1996-1997 White House Internship files 2,969 602 2,367 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the records of the White 
House Internship Program, 1996-1997.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 
include applications, transcripts, correspondence, resumes, lists, charts, memoranda, newspaper 
articles, and notes.  Lists of interns appear indicating what office they work for.  Their availability 
(the hours they can work) is generally indicated through the use of charts.  Memoranda go back and 
forth detailing how certain staffers need interns for specific jobs
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Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0390-F Venezuelan trade/economy 1,551 6 1,545 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified material 
related to Venezuelan trade and/or economy. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 
primarily consist of correspondence from the Subject file and responsive material from the National 
Economic Council and the Special Envoy for the Americas.  Open materials from the National 
Economic Council (NEC) include talking points, briefing papers, memoranda, and e-mails related to 
a 1995 trip to Caracas, Venezuela.  Other NEC files are memoranda and congressional 
correspondence regarding an EPA ruling on reformatted gasoline standards and the importation of 
Venezuelan gasoline.  Special Envoy for the Americas files are largely talking points and press 
guidance for a November 2000 trip to Venezuela. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0748-F Correspondence between various White House 
staff 

37 5 32 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all correspondence 
between specific members of the Clinton Administration’s Domestic Policy Council—Bruce Reed, 
Elena Kagan, Leon Panetta, Erskine Bowles, and John Podesta, and specific members of the British 
government—Alastair Campbell, David Miliband, Patricia Hewitt MP, Ed Balls, Gordon Brown MP, 
and Professor Anthony Giddens. The records found to be responsive to this request are almost 
exclusively between David Miliband and Bruce Reed. They include discussion about arranging 
meetings amongst themselves and various counterparts. There are also brief mentions of welfare 
reform, livability, education policy and initiatives, and the G8 and NATO summits. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0748-F Memcons and telcons with Prime Minister John 
Howard of Australia 

28 11 17 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all memcons 
(memoranda of conversation) and telcons (telephone conversations) between President Clinton and 
Prime Minister John Howard of Australia. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 
consist of National Security Council administrative paperwork tracking these documents through the 
White House routing system.  

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0810-F Hanford Reach National Monument 2,981 0 2,981 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all material created or 
received by the Clinton Administration on or before June 9, 2000 related to the establishment of a
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 Hanford Reach National Monument. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include 
faxes, correspondence, memoranda, reports, drafts, emails, notes, proclamations, press releases, 
testimony, maps, and photos. These records relate to the process whereby President Clinton, under 
the authority granted him by the Antiquities Act of 1906, issued a proclamation establishing the 
Hanford Reach National Monument in southeastern Washington.  These include a correspondence 
from Secretary of the Interior and Secretary of Energy to President Clinton discussing the various 
issues involved with Hanford Reach, the actual proclamation from President Clinton establishing the 
Hanford Reach National Monument, and a map showing the 51-mile stretch of land known as the 
"Hanford Reach." In addition, the electronic records contain press, press releases, and conservationist 
list-serv emails that mention Hanford Reach. There are also emails concerning the announcement of 
the monument and scheduling of the proclamation signing.   

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0861-F Correspondence between the British Royal 
Family and the White House 

133 2 131 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for any correspondence, 
including letters and handwritten notes to and from the following members of the British Royal 
Family: Queen Elizabeth II, Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh; and Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include congratulatory messages on 
various anniversaries and birthdays, condolence letters for tornado damage in Oklahoma, White 
House routing paperwork for gifts received by President and First Lady Clinton during their June 
1994 visit to England to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the D-Day invasion of Europe, 
correspondence regarding the death of Princess Diana in 1997, and copies of a message sent from 
President Truman to Queen Elizabeth dated 1952 upon the occasion of the death of her father King 
George VI. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0892-F NSC records related to the 1993 Eritrean 
Independence Referendum 

420 311 109 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to the 
1993 Eritrean Independence Referendum. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 
consist of an invitation to President Clinton from Isaias Afwerki to attend the Independence Day 
celebrations in Eritrea; US State Department cables regarding the progress of the independence 
referendum in Eritrea; press briefings on the status of the United States formal recognition of the new 
state of Eritrea; and a memorandum concerning a presidential delegation to Eritrea’s independence 
celebration. 

### 
 


