
 

 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

 

(LM 2017-126) 

 

September 5, 2017 

 

The Honorable Donald F. McGahn, II 

Counsel to the President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C.  20502 

 

Dear Mr. McGahn: 

 

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 

U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Clinton 

Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in 

Attachment A. 

 

These records, consisting of 29,090 pages, have been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 

exemptions, resulting in 11,437 pages restricted.  NARA is proposing to open the remaining 

17,653 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be provided to 

you upon your request.   

    

We are also concurrently informing former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of 

our intent to release these records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the 

records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is December 1, 2017, unless the 

former or incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or 

asserts a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let 

us know if you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day 

period.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on 

the NARA website.   

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 

General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 

DIRECTOR 

Presidential Materials Division 

 

Enclosure 



A-1 of A-3 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2012-0660-F South Africa 16,726 6,455 10,271 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for records related to the 

Republic of South Africa, the peaceful transition to a non-racial democracy, and nuclear weapons. 

The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of correspondence, press briefings, 

talking points, speech drafts, memoranda, news clips, lists, fact sheets, resumes, schedules, and 

reports related to South Africa and development of American foreign policy toward South Africa. It 

also includes records related to U.S. support for African transition to a non-racial democracy. The 

material includes cables to and from the embassy and consulates in South Africa, emails related to 

policy development and extension of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty or CTBT, and records 

related to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty or NPT. Nelson Mandela, F. W. de Klerk, Thabo 

Mbeki, and Pik Botha feature prominently in these records. In addition, there are profiles and 

resumes for individuals being considered to be part of the delegation to represent the United States at 

the inauguration of the new South African President. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2014-0087-F NSC records related to Richard Holbrooke, 

NATO/European security 

4,766 2,785 1,981 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records relating to 

Richard Holbrooke, North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), and European security. The 

Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of memoranda, letters, reports, emails, 

cables, and press statements concerning various aspects of European security structures including 

NATO, the North Atlantic Council, the Partnership for Peace (PFP) program, Bosnia, relations with 

the Russian Federation, and the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2014-0089-F NSC records related to Marc Grossman and 

NATO/European security 

2,322 1,874 448 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records relating to 

Assistant Secretary of State for European and Canadian Affairs Marc Grossman, North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO), and European security. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 

opening consist of cables and emails pertaining to press reviews from NATO member countries, 

NATO summit information, press guidance, and press briefings. The records in this collection date 

primarily from 1995 to 2000.



A-2 of A-3 

 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0391-F Unclassified records related to Venezuelan 

diplomatic relations 

1,211 245 966 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified records 

dealing with Venezuelan diplomatic relations.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 

opening include reports, memoranda, correspondence, schedules, newspaper articles, background 

notes, speeches, papers, fact sheets, lists, diagrams, cables, and talking points.  Most of the 

documents in the collection are associated with visits made by President Clinton, First Lady Clinton, 

and other American officials to Venezuela and the rest of South America.   

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0400-F Unclassified records related to the Free Trade 

Area of the Americas (FTAA) 

1,733 23 1,710 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified records 

related to the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). The Clinton Presidential records proposed 

for opening include, memoranda, correspondence, news clippings and magazine articles, handwritten 

notes, briefing books, telegrams and brochures. The collection contains material from committee 

meetings and working groups that discuss rules and procedures for FTAA, market access, dispute 

settlement, standards and technical barriers to trade, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, 

government procurement, agriculture, intellectual property rights, competition policy, qualification 

of suppliers, and the United States position for various meetings of the FTAA. The collection also 

contains numerous reports from the committees and working groups. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0496-F Staff Member Office files containing references 

to Bill Gates 

1,366 15 1,351 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for materials relating to all 

documents from White House Staff and Office Files that contain any reference to Microsoft founder 

Bill Gates. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include correspondence, 

memoranda, press releases, magazine and news articles, handwritten notes, remarks and statements. 

This material also contains copies of the court case United States v. Microsoft. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0833-F Outer Continental Shelf Deep Water Royalty 

Relief Act of 1995 

630 0 630 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records pertaining to the 

Outer Continental Shelf Deep Water Royalty Relief Act from January 20, 1993 to July 15, 1996.



 

A-3 of A-3 

 

The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include correspondence, reports, testimony, 

emails, memoranda, charts, graphs, drafts, and handwritten notes.  The records from the NSC consist 

of legislative referral memoranda with no comment and emails concerning the processing of the 

legislative referrals related to the topic.  

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0924-F Vernonia School District v. Acton 261 0 261 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 

Vernonia School District v. Acton. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of 

the court case, a statement by President Clinton, and a memorandum regarding Vernonia v. Acton. 

The records also include email containing weekly reports from the Department of Education and 

Department of Justice to the White House Chief of Staff. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0993-F Memoranda from Terry McAuliffe 67 40 27 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for materials sent by Terry 

McAuliffe to the White House. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include 

memoranda, correspondence, a video request form, a script proposal, and a resume. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-1089-F Presidential Daily Diary entries featuring Vice 

President Al Gore between 11/6/2000 and 

12/14/2000 

8 0 8 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for presidential daily diary 

entries between November 6, 2000 and December 14, 2000 that mention Vice President Al Gore.  

The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of print-outs from the electronic daily 

diary that note the time, date, and location of phone calls to or from Al Gore between the 

aforementioned dates. 

### 
 



 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

(LM 2017-126) 
 
September 5, 2017 
 
Bruce R. Lindsey 
William J. Clinton Foundation 
1200 President Clinton Avenue 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
 
Dear Mr. Lindsey:  
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our 
intent to open Clinton Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.   
 
This material, consisting of 29,090 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 
exemptions, resulting in 11,437 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 
the remaining 17,653 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 
provided to you upon your request.   
 
We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Clinton 
Presidential records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working 
days from the date of this letter, which is December 1, 2017, unless the former or incumbent 
President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a 
constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if 
you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  
Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 
NARA website.   

 
 
 
 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure 



A-1 of A-3 
 

ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2012-0660-F South Africa 16,726 6,455 10,271 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for records related to the 
Republic of South Africa, the peaceful transition to a non-racial democracy, and nuclear weapons. 
The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of correspondence, press briefings, 
talking points, speech drafts, memoranda, news clips, lists, fact sheets, resumes, schedules, and 
reports related to South Africa and development of American foreign policy toward South Africa. It 
also includes records related to U.S. support for African transition to a non-racial democracy. The 
material includes cables to and from the embassy and consulates in South Africa, emails related to 
policy development and extension of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty or CTBT, and records 
related to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty or NPT. Nelson Mandela, F. W. de Klerk, Thabo 
Mbeki, and Pik Botha feature prominently in these records. In addition, there are profiles and 
resumes for individuals being considered to be part of the delegation to represent the United States at 
the inauguration of the new South African President. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2014-0087-F NSC records related to Richard Holbrooke, 
NATO/European security 

4,766 2,785 1,981 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records relating to 
Richard Holbrooke, North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), and European security. The 
Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of memoranda, letters, reports, emails, 
cables, and press statements concerning various aspects of European security structures including 
NATO, the North Atlantic Council, the Partnership for Peace (PFP) program, Bosnia, relations with 
the Russian Federation, and the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2014-0089-F NSC records related to Marc Grossman and 
NATO/European security 

2,322 1,874 448 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records relating to 
Assistant Secretary of State for European and Canadian Affairs Marc Grossman, North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO), and European security. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 
opening consist of cables and emails pertaining to press reviews from NATO member countries, 
NATO summit information, press guidance, and press briefings. The records in this collection date 
primarily from 1995 to 2000



A-2 of A-3 
 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0391-F Unclassified records related to Venezuelan 
diplomatic relations 

1,211 245 966 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified records 
dealing with Venezuelan diplomatic relations.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 
opening include reports, memoranda, correspondence, schedules, newspaper articles, background 
notes, speeches, papers, fact sheets, lists, diagrams, cables, and talking points.  Most of the 
documents in the collection are associated with visits made by President Clinton, First Lady Clinton, 
and other American officials to Venezuela and the rest of South America.   

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0400-F Unclassified records related to the Free Trade 
Area of the Americas (FTAA) 

1,733 23 1,710 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified records 
related to the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). The Clinton Presidential records proposed 
for opening include, memoranda, correspondence, news clippings and magazine articles, handwritten 
notes, briefing books, telegrams and brochures. The collection contains material from committee 
meetings and working groups that discuss rules and procedures for FTAA, market access, dispute 
settlement, standards and technical barriers to trade, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, 
government procurement, agriculture, intellectual property rights, competition policy, qualification 
of suppliers, and the United States position for various meetings of the FTAA. The collection also 
contains numerous reports from the committees and working groups. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0496-F Staff Member Office files containing references 
to Bill Gates 

1,366 15 1,351 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for materials relating to all 
documents from White House Staff and Office Files that contain any reference to Microsoft founder 
Bill Gates. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include correspondence, 
memoranda, press releases, magazine and news articles, handwritten notes, remarks and statements. 
This material also contains copies of the court case United States v. Microsoft. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0833-F Outer Continental Shelf Deep Water Royalty 
Relief Act of 1995 

630 0 630 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records pertaining to the 
Outer Continental Shelf Deep Water Royalty Relief Act from January 20, 1993 to July 15, 1996.



A-3 of A-3 
 

The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include correspondence, reports, testimony, 
emails, memoranda, charts, graphs, drafts, and handwritten notes.  The records from the NSC consist 
of legislative referral memoranda with no comment and emails concerning the processing of the 
legislative referrals related to the topic.  

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0924-F Vernonia School District v. Acton 261 0 261 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 
Vernonia School District v. Acton. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of 
the court case, a statement by President Clinton, and a memorandum regarding Vernonia v. Acton. 
The records also include email containing weekly reports from the Department of Education and 
Department of Justice to the White House Chief of Staff. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0993-F Memoranda from Terry McAuliffe 67 40 27 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for materials sent by Terry 
McAuliffe to the White House. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include 
memoranda, correspondence, a video request form, a script proposal, and a resume. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-1089-F Presidential Daily Diary entries featuring Vice 
President Al Gore between 11/6/2000 and 
12/14/2000 

8 0 8 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for presidential daily diary 
entries between November 6, 2000 and December 14, 2000 that mention Vice President Al Gore.  
The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of print-outs from the electronic daily 
diary that note the time, date, and location of phone calls to or from Al Gore between the 
aforementioned dates. 

 
### 

 


