VIA EMAIL
(LM 2018-035)
January 30, 2018
The Honorable Donald F. McGahn, II
Counsel to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20502
Dear Mr. McGahn:
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Clinton
Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in
Attachment A.
These records, consisting of 38,816 pages, have been reviewed for all applicable FOIA
exemptions, resulting in 4,620 pages restricted in whole or in part. NARA is proposing to open
the remaining 34,196 pages. A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be
provided to you upon your request.
We are also concurrently informing former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of
our intent to release these records. Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the
records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is April 25, 2018, unless the former
or incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts
a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d). Please let us know
if you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.
Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the
NARA website.

If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026.
Sincerely,

B. JOHN LASTER
DIRECTOR
Presidential Materials Division
Enclosure

ATTACHMENT A
Case
Number

Topic

2013-0549-F

Presidential Daily Diary

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

7,540

1,268

6,272

The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the Presidential Daily
Diary. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of the "hardcopy" daily diary,
compiled by Presidential Diarist, Ellen McCathran, from January 20, 1993 thru December 26, 2000.
These diaries detail the daily activities of President Clinton, noting times of phone calls, meetings,
and events for each day.
Case
Number

Topic

2016-1119-F

U.S. and Japan negotiations on trade including
Uruguay Round of the GATT

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

10,099

3,116

6,983

The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to U.S.
and Japanese trade negotiations related to rice, including the Uruguay Round of the General
Agreement on Tariff and Trade (GATT). The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening
consist of correspondence, memoranda, reports, emails, administrative paperwork, transcripts of
press briefings, press releases, and foreign press compilations. The collection also includes
framework agreement documents, documents related to negotiations on rice, autos and auto parts,
forest products, telecommunications, government procurement, supercomputers, semiconductors, and
others.
Case
Number

Topic

2017-0713-F

John F. Kennedy, Jr.

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

11,157

178

10,979

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all material related to
John F. Kennedy, Jr. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include articles, cables,
emails, drafts, head of state correspondence, letters, memoranda, press releases and statements,
schedules, speeches, and transcripts. Subjects include birthday greetings and wedding
congratulations, condolences from President Clinton to Kennedy upon the death of his mother,
Kennedy’s appointment to the Presidential Committee on Mental Retardation, and Kennedy’s
attendance at the screening of an HBO special. The majority of the records revolve around the events
as they unfolded after the plane crash that killed John F. Kennedy Jr., his wife, and his sister-in-law.
These records include President Clinton's hand-edited statement on the disappearance of the plane;
worldwide news media coverage; drafts of statements to be made upon the location of the wreckage;
internal and external reactions to the disappearance; condolence messages and letters from foreign
heads of state; the National Transportation and Safety Board’s investigation of the incident; public
response to the use of the Coast Guard and U.S. Navy to search for the wreckage; and
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responses to Kennedy’s burial at sea. TIME Magazine published a commemorative issue featuring
Kennedy after his death, which is also included in these records.

Case
Number

Topic

2017-1094-F

White House Task Force on Climate Change
(WHTFCC)

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

9,672

3

9,669

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for materials from the
White House Task Force on Climate Change (WHTFCC) related to climate change, global warming,
greenhouse gases, and carbon dioxide. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include
reports, publications, memoranda, speeches, drafts, graphs, talking points, charts, press releases,
emails, correspondence, newspaper articles, and fact sheets. Topics within these records include
clean coal, Earth Day 2000, fact sheets regarding climate change, and material related to the
meetings associated with climate change that took place in Buenos Aires and The Hague.
Case
Number

Topic

2018-0066-F

Organization of American States

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

347

55

292

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for NSC Records
Management System documents related to the Organization of American States (OAS). The Clinton
Presidential records proposed for opening include National Security Council memoranda related
primarily to the OAS and its involvement in Caribbean and Central American affairs. Also present
are documents related to the 1992 and 1993 Protocols of Amendment to the OAS Charter and the
1994 Summit of the Americas Action Plan; correspondence between President Clinton and OAS
Secretary Generals João Clemente Baena Soares and César Gaviria; and U.S. Information Agency
public affairs briefing materials for Secretary of State Warren Christopher’s trip to Haiti in 1995.
This collection also includes letters and memoranda pertaining to President Clinton’s meeting with
newly-elected OAS Secretary General Gaviria in 1994, the OAS Inter-American Convention against
Corruption, the 1996 OAS resolution on land mine removal in the Western Hemisphere, and
President Clinton’s remarks at the signing of the Inter-American Convention against Illegal Arms
Trafficking in 1997. The records in this collection date from 1993-2001.
Case
Number

Topic

2018-0079-F

Staff Member Office files related to Haitian
President Bertrand Aristide

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

1

0

1

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records from the Staff
Member Office Files that contain any reference to Haitian President Jean Bertrand Aristide. The
Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include a letter from author Taylor Branch to
President Clinton related to Branch’s visit with Aristide.
###
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VIA EMAIL
(LM 2018-035)
January 30, 2018
Bruce R. Lindsey
William J. Clinton Foundation
1200 President Clinton Avenue
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
Dear Mr. Lindsey:
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our
intent to open Clinton Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.
This material, consisting of 38,816 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA
exemptions, resulting in 4,620 pages restricted in whole or in part. NARA is proposing to open
the remaining 34,196 pages. A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be
provided to you upon your request.
We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Clinton
Presidential records. Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working
days from the date of this letter, which is April 25, 2018, unless the former or incumbent
President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a
constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d). Please let us know if
you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.
Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the
NARA website.

If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026.
Sincerely,

B. JOHN LASTER
DIRECTOR
Presidential Materials Division
Enclosure

ATTACHMENT A
Case
Number

Topic

2013-0549-F

Presidential Daily Diary

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

7,540

1,268

6,272

The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the Presidential Daily
Diary. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of the "hardcopy" daily diary,
compiled by Presidential Diarist, Ellen McCathran, from January 20, 1993 thru December 26, 2000.
These diaries detail the daily activities of President Clinton, noting times of phone calls, meetings,
and events for each day.
Case
Number

Topic

2016-1119-F

U.S. and Japan negotiations on trade including
Uruguay Round of the GATT

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

10,099

3,116

6,983

The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to U.S.
and Japanese trade negotiations related to rice, including the Uruguay Round of the General
Agreement on Tariff and Trade (GATT). The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening
consist of correspondence, memoranda, reports, emails, administrative paperwork, transcripts of
press briefings, press releases, and foreign press compilations. The collection also includes
framework agreement documents, documents related to negotiations on rice, autos and auto parts,
forest products, telecommunications, government procurement, supercomputers, semiconductors, and
others.
Case
Number

Topic

2017-0713-F

John F. Kennedy, Jr.

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

11,157

178

10,979

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all material related to
John F. Kennedy, Jr. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include articles, cables,
emails, drafts, head of state correspondence, letters, memoranda, press releases and statements,
schedules, speeches, and transcripts. Subjects include birthday greetings and wedding
congratulations, condolences from President Clinton to Kennedy upon the death of his mother,
Kennedy’s appointment to the Presidential Committee on Mental Retardation, and Kennedy’s
attendance at the screening of an HBO special. The majority of the records revolve around the events
as they unfolded after the plane crash that killed John F. Kennedy Jr., his wife, and his sister-in-law.
These records include President Clinton's hand-edited statement on the disappearance of the plane;
worldwide news media coverage; drafts of statements to be made upon the location of the wreckage;
internal and external reactions to the disappearance; condolence messages and letters from foreign
heads of state; the National Transportation and Safety Board’s investigation of the incident; public
response to the use of the Coast Guard and U.S. Navy to search for the wreckage; and
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responses to Kennedy’s burial at sea. TIME Magazine published a commemorative issue featuring
Kennedy after his death, which is also included in these records.

Case
Number

Topic

2017-1094-F

White House Task Force on Climate Change
(WHTFCC)

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

9,672

3

9,669

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for materials from the
White House Task Force on Climate Change (WHTFCC) related to climate change, global warming,
greenhouse gases, and carbon dioxide. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include
reports, publications, memoranda, speeches, drafts, graphs, talking points, charts, press releases,
emails, correspondence, newspaper articles, and fact sheets. Topics within these records include
clean coal, Earth Day 2000, fact sheets regarding climate change, and material related to the
meetings associated with climate change that took place in Buenos Aires and The Hague.
Case
Number

Topic

2018-0066-F

Organization of American States

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

347

55

292

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for NSC Records
Management System documents related to the Organization of American States (OAS). The Clinton
Presidential records proposed for opening include National Security Council memoranda related
primarily to the OAS and its involvement in Caribbean and Central American affairs. Also present
are documents related to the 1992 and 1993 Protocols of Amendment to the OAS Charter and the
1994 Summit of the Americas Action Plan; correspondence between President Clinton and OAS
Secretary Generals João Clemente Baena Soares and César Gaviria; and U.S. Information Agency
public affairs briefing materials for Secretary of State Warren Christopher’s trip to Haiti in 1995.
This collection also includes letters and memoranda pertaining to President Clinton’s meeting with
newly-elected OAS Secretary General Gaviria in 1994, the OAS Inter-American Convention against
Corruption, the 1996 OAS resolution on land mine removal in the Western Hemisphere, and
President Clinton’s remarks at the signing of the Inter-American Convention against Illegal Arms
Trafficking in 1997. The records in this collection date from 1993-2001.
Case
Number

Topic

2018-0079-F

Staff Member Office files related to Haitian
President Bertrand Aristide

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

1

0

1

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records from the Staff
Member Office Files that contain any reference to Haitian President Jean Bertrand Aristide. The
Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include a letter from author Taylor Branch to
President Clinton related to Branch’s visit with Aristide.
###

A-2 of A-2

