VIA EMAIL
(LM 2018-053)
March 13, 2018
The Honorable Donald F. McGahn, II
Counsel to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20502
Dear Mr. McGahn:
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Clinton
Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in
Attachment A.
These records, consisting of 68,061 pages, have been reviewed for all applicable FOIA
exemptions, resulting in 10,248 pages restricted in whole or in part. NARA is proposing to open
the remaining 57,813 pages. A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be
provided to you upon your request.
We are also concurrently informing former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of
our intent to release these records. Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the
records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is June 6, 2018, unless the former or
incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a
constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d). Please let us know if
you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.
Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the
NARA website.

If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026.
Sincerely,

B. JOHN LASTER
DIRECTOR
Presidential Materials Division
Enclosure

ATTACHMENT A
Case
Number

Topic

2014-0927-F

Jesse Jackson, Special Envoy for the Promotion
of Democracy in Africa

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

8,680

1,572

7,108

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for records related to the
Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. Special Envoy for the President and the Secretary of State for
Promotion of Democracy in Africa. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include
correspondence, memoranda, reports, emails, administrative paperwork, transcripts of press
briefings, press releases, foreign press compilations, and speeches. Electronic records include weekly
reports, USIA compilations of international media, and lists of names for consideration and invitation
to events and travels related to Africa.
Case
Number

Topic

2015-0491-F

Gore-Chernomyrdin Commission and the Global
Positioning System, Satellites, and Space Policy

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

3,262

1,859

1,404

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for records relating to the GoreChernomyrdin Commission and the Global Positioning System (GPS), satellites, and space policy.
The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of 1993 and 1994 Gore-Chernomyrdin
Commission meeting briefing books, cables and emails pertaining to Gore-Chernomyrdin
Commission meetings, press briefings, press releases, science, technology, and space cooperation,
commercial space launches, and speech transcripts pertaining to President Clinton’s visit to Russia
and Ukraine in May 1995.
Case
Number

Topic

2016-0152-F
(segment 2)

Robert Bell Chron Files 1995—February 1998

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

27,315

6,243

21,072

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for the chronological records -Chron Files -- of Robert G. Bell, Special Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs and
Senior Director for Defense Policy and Arms Control, National Security Council (NSC). The Clinton
Presidential records proposed for opening primarily consist of issues related to the United States
military and non-proliferation issues. It includes policy discussions on the drafting of Presidential
Decision Directives (PDDs) as well as records related to treaties on landmines, Nonproliferation
(NPT), and the Conventional Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). This material also includes a significant
amount of correspondence from members of Congress to either President Clinton, Samuel Berger, or
Donald Kerrick. Also present is correspondence from President Clinton to the Senate on nominations
to the US military office corps. The bulk of the records contain memoranda and correspondence
dealing with administration policies concerning the daily operations of the military. This includes
those related to military operations in Bosnia, tensions over Iraqi disarmament issues, and the 1997
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Ottawa treaty to ban the use / production of anti-personnel landmines. There are also a number of
approvals for various Significant Military Exercises, scheduling proposals for President Clinton to
attend military related functions such as the Army vs. Navy football game, and records related to
meetings of the National Security Telecommunications Advisory Committee (NSTC). There are a
number of Legislative Referral Memorandum (LRM) on proposed legislation or testimony to be
given before congressional committees and various administrative paperwork related to the operation
of the directorate.

Case
Number

Topic

2016-0531-F

Minimum Wage/Living Wage

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

13,210

343

12,867

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for material related to the
minimum wage and living wage. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of
emails, articles, background papers, clippings, correspondence, draft legislation and legislative
summaries, graphs, issue briefs, lists of votes cast, models, notes, pamphlets, press releases, remarks,
reports, scheduling materials, statistical charts, statements and testimony, tables, and talking points
concerning this topic. Correspondence describes efforts both for and against a minimum wage,
legislative strategy, legislative issues such as the Earned Income Tax Credit, and also state and local
minimum wage campaigns. This correspondence is primarily between the White House, members of
Congress, non-profits, religious leaders, research and policy institutes, and unions. Emails include
meeting summaries, internal correspondence, policy discussions, background material, drafts of
memoranda, statements, talking points, and Q&As.
Case
Number

Topic

2017-0395-F

NSC and CF files related to the Free Trade of
the Americas

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

622

203

419

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for NSC and CF textual records
related to the Free Trade Area of the Americas. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for
opening consist of news articles; White House meeting schedules and agendas; travel related
materials such as tickets; authorization forms for staff to travel to summit meeting places; reports to
Congress on various trade negotiations; pre-summit strategy reports; summit meeting working group
reports; and trade ministerial meeting minutes.
Case
Number

Topic

2017-1075-F

Lifetime Learning Tax Credit, student loan
interest deduction, and educational IRAs, 19961998

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

14,932

28

14,904

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for material between 1996-1998
related to the 1997 Taxpayer Relief Act, specifically the Lifetime Learning Tax Credit, educational
IRAs, and the student loan interest tax deduction. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for
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opening consist of correspondence among Department of Education, National Economic Council,
and Department of Treasury officials (most notably Robert "Bob" Shireman, who led the interagency
efforts to expand upon and improve tax cuts for higher education via the HOPE Scholarship and
Lifetime Learning Credits). There is external correspondence with stakeholders (i.e. higher education
association directors, board members, etc.), including a financial aid listserv that served as a forum
for higher education officials to discuss the proposed legislation, its implementation, and its impact.
There are summaries of meetings with stakeholders and legislators regarding the proposed education
credits. There are press briefings, press clippings, reports, memoranda, drafts of statements and
memoranda, the Families’ Guide to the 1997 Tax Cuts, talking points, fact sheets, and schedules.
There is also the text of the Taxpayer Relief Act printed from the 1997 version of the Speaker of the
House’s website.
Case
Number

Topic

2018-0316-F

Letters from President Clinton to Kim Jong Il

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

29

0

29

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for two letters written by
President Clinton to North Korean leader Kim Jong Il. The first was delivered by William Perry in
May 1999, and the second by Madeleine Albright in October 2000. The Clinton Presidential records
proposed for opening consist of copies of the letters, draft versions of the letters, routing paperwork
and cover memoranda for the two letters.
Case
Number

Topic

2018-0359-F

President Clinton’s letter to Jon Larimore

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

10

0

10

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for President Clinton's letter to
Jon Larimore, system operator of the Gay and Lesbian Information Bureau (GLIB) computer bulletin
board system. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include correspondence, drafts,
and notes. Correspondence shows the letter to Larimore went through several revisions. The notes
are from staffers providing guidance on the response to Larimore. President Clinton thanked
Larimore and additional volunteers for assisting the data entry office at the White House.
###
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VIA EMAIL
(LM 2018-053)
March 13, 2018
Bruce R. Lindsey
William J. Clinton Foundation
1200 President Clinton Avenue
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
Dear Mr. Lindsey:
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our
intent to open Clinton Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.
This material, consisting of 68,061 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA
exemptions, resulting in 10,248 pages restricted in whole or in part. NARA is proposing to open
the remaining 57,813 pages. A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be
provided to you upon your request.
We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Clinton
Presidential records. Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working
days from the date of this letter, which is June 6, 2018, unless the former or incumbent President
requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a constitutionally based
privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d). Please let us know if you are able to
complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period. Pursuant to 44 U.S.C.
2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the NARA website.

If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026.
Sincerely,

B. JOHN LASTER
DIRECTOR
Presidential Materials Division
Enclosure

ATTACHMENT A
Case
Number

Topic

2014-0927-F

Jesse Jackson, Special Envoy for the Promotion
of Democracy in Africa

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

8,680

1,572

7,108

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for records related to the
Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. Special Envoy for the President and the Secretary of State for
Promotion of Democracy in Africa. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include
correspondence, memoranda, reports, emails, administrative paperwork, transcripts of press
briefings, press releases, foreign press compilations, and speeches. Electronic records include weekly
reports, USIA compilations of international media, and lists of names for consideration and invitation
to events and travels related to Africa.
Case
Number

Topic

2015-0491-F

Gore-Chernomyrdin Commission and the Global
Positioning System, Satellites, and Space Policy

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

3,262

1,859

1,404

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for records relating to the GoreChernomyrdin Commission and the Global Positioning System (GPS), satellites, and space policy.
The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of 1993 and 1994 Gore-Chernomyrdin
Commission meeting briefing books, cables and emails pertaining to Gore-Chernomyrdin
Commission meetings, press briefings, press releases, science, technology, and space cooperation,
commercial space launches, and speech transcripts pertaining to President Clinton’s visit to Russia
and Ukraine in May 1995.
Case
Number

Topic

2016-0152-F
(segment 2)

Robert Bell Chron Files 1995—February 1998

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

27,315

6,243

21,072

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for the chronological records -Chron Files -- of Robert G. Bell, Special Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs and
Senior Director for Defense Policy and Arms Control, National Security Council (NSC). The Clinton
Presidential records proposed for opening primarily consist of issues related to the United States
military and non-proliferation issues. It includes policy discussions on the drafting of Presidential
Decision Directives (PDDs) as well as records related to treaties on landmines, Nonproliferation
(NPT), and the Conventional Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). This material also includes a significant
amount of correspondence from members of Congress to either President Clinton, Samuel Berger, or
Donald Kerrick. Also present is correspondence from President Clinton to the Senate on nominations
to the US military office corps. The bulk of the records contain memoranda and correspondence
dealing with administration policies concerning the daily operations of the military. This includes
those related to military operations in Bosnia, tensions over Iraqi disarmament issues, and the 1997
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Ottawa treaty to ban the use / production of anti-personnel landmines. There are also a number of
approvals for various Significant Military Exercises, scheduling proposals for President Clinton to
attend military related functions such as the Army vs. Navy football game, and records related to
meetings of the National Security Telecommunications Advisory Committee (NSTC). There are a
number of Legislative Referral Memorandum (LRM) on proposed legislation or testimony to be
given before congressional committees and various administrative paperwork related to the operation
of the directorate.

Case
Number

Topic

2016-0531-F

Minimum Wage/Living Wage

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

13,210

343

12,867

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for material related to the
minimum wage and living wage. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of
emails, articles, background papers, clippings, correspondence, draft legislation and legislative
summaries, graphs, issue briefs, lists of votes cast, models, notes, pamphlets, press releases, remarks,
reports, scheduling materials, statistical charts, statements and testimony, tables, and talking points
concerning this topic. Correspondence describes efforts both for and against a minimum wage,
legislative strategy, legislative issues such as the Earned Income Tax Credit, and also state and local
minimum wage campaigns. This correspondence is primarily between the White House, members of
Congress, non-profits, religious leaders, research and policy institutes, and unions. Emails include
meeting summaries, internal correspondence, policy discussions, background material, drafts of
memoranda, statements, talking points, and Q&As.
Case
Number

Topic

2017-0395-F

NSC and CF files related to the Free Trade of
the Americas

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

622

203

419

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for NSC and CF textual records
related to the Free Trade Area of the Americas. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for
opening consist of news articles; White House meeting schedules and agendas; travel related
materials such as tickets; authorization forms for staff to travel to summit meeting places; reports to
Congress on various trade negotiations; pre-summit strategy reports; summit meeting working group
reports; and trade ministerial meeting minutes.
Case
Number

Topic

2017-1075-F

Lifetime Learning Tax Credit, student loan
interest deduction, and educational IRAs, 19961998

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

14,932

28

14,904

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for material between 1996-1998
related to the 1997 Taxpayer Relief Act, specifically the Lifetime Learning Tax Credit, educational
IRAs, and the student loan interest tax deduction. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for
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opening consist of correspondence among Department of Education, National Economic Council,
and Department of Treasury officials (most notably Robert "Bob" Shireman, who led the interagency
efforts to expand upon and improve tax cuts for higher education via the HOPE Scholarship and
Lifetime Learning Credits). There is external correspondence with stakeholders (i.e. higher education
association directors, board members, etc.), including a financial aid listserv that served as a forum
for higher education officials to discuss the proposed legislation, its implementation, and its impact.
There are summaries of meetings with stakeholders and legislators regarding the proposed education
credits. There are press briefings, press clippings, reports, memoranda, drafts of statements and
memoranda, the Families’ Guide to the 1997 Tax Cuts, talking points, fact sheets, and schedules.
There is also the text of the Taxpayer Relief Act printed from the 1997 version of the Speaker of the
House’s website.
Case
Number

Topic

2018-0316-F

Letters from President Clinton to Kim Jong Il

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

29

0

29

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for two letters written by
President Clinton to North Korean leader Kim Jong Il. The first was delivered by William Perry in
May 1999, and the second by Madeleine Albright in October 2000. The Clinton Presidential records
proposed for opening consist of copies of the letters, draft versions of the letters, routing paperwork
and cover memoranda for the two letters.
Case
Number

Topic

2018-0359-F

President Clinton’s letter to Jon Larimore

Pages
Processed

Pages
Restricted

Pages Proposed
for Opening

10

0

10

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for President Clinton's letter to
Jon Larimore, system operator of the Gay and Lesbian Information Bureau (GLIB) computer bulletin
board system. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include correspondence, drafts,
and notes. Correspondence shows the letter to Larimore went through several revisions. The notes
are from staffers providing guidance on the response to Larimore. President Clinton thanked
Larimore and additional volunteers for assisting the data entry office at the White House.
###
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