
 

 

 

 

 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
(LM 2018-137) 
 
September 18, 2018 
 
The Honorable Donald F. McGahn, II 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.  20502 
 
Dear Mr. McGahn: 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Clinton 
Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in 
Attachment A. 
 
These records, consisting of 43,795 pages, have been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 
exemptions, resulting in 8,393 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 
the remaining 35,402 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 
provided to you upon your request.   
    
We are also concurrently informing former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of 
our intent to release these records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the 
records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is December 13, 2018, unless the 
former or incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or 
asserts a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let 
us know if you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day 
period.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on 
the NARA website.   

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure 



A-1 of A-2 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2012-0854-F 
(segment 1) 

Colombia and counter-narcotics 14,981 6,695 8,286 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to United 
States policy toward Colombia and counter-narcotics. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 
opening include correspondence; memoranda; reports; emails; administrative paperwork; and 
transcripts of press briefings, press releases, speeches, and foreign press compilations. This material 
dates from 1994 to 2001. Included are a number of memoranda discussing US counter-narcotic 
policy in Colombia and along the Andean Ridge; correspondence and memoranda relating to 
recommendations about the certification and/or decertification of Colombia in their fight against 
illegal drugs; and documents related to the plan of the Government of Colombia, “Plan Colombia,” 
as well as US support for the program. There are also discussions of counter-narcotic policy and 
programs in Colombia. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2016-0920-F Cuba (textual only) 16,513 1,656 14,857 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for textual material related 
to United States relations with Cuba. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include 
correspondence, clippings, notes, routing slips, executive orders, internal White House memoranda, 
fact sheets, legislative summaries, statistics, proclamations, reports, scheduling materials, statements, 
talking points, transcripts, and weekly economic briefings. The material primarily concerns 
implementation of the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, immigration policy shifts (namely that of 
September 1994), the 1996 Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act (also known 
as the Helms-Burton Act), and the Papal visit to Cuba in 1998.  

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0038-F Unclassified records related to the Kargil War 10,041 10 10,031 
 
The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified records 
pertaining to the Kargil War between India and Pakistan from May to June 1999. The Clinton 
Presidential records proposed for opening consist primarily of press, press guidance, news articles, 
media reactions, and congressional correspondence.  

 



A-2 of A-2 

 

Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0763-F Records to/from Eric Groosby in 1997 1,434 32 1,402 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all files and emails from 
1997 for Eric Goosby, National AIDS Policy Office. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 
opening consist of emails regarding Dr. Goosby’s work as interim Director of the National AIDS 
Policy Office in 1997. These emails concern topics such as the HIV Prevention Act of 1997; early 
access to Medicaid due to disability; lowering the cost of protease inhibitors; needle exchange 
programs; the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS; pediatric drug labeling; AIDS vaccine 
funding and research; and the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP). There are also invitations to 
panel discussions, speaking engagements, and meetings. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0886-F Strategic approaches to Community Safety 
Initiative 

796 0 796 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records relating to the 
Strategic Approaches to Community Safety Initiative (SACSI). The Clinton Presidential records 
proposed for opening consist of emails regarding Department of Justice (DOJ) weekly summaries, 
DOJ community safety program details, a DOJ SACSI conference in Indianapolis, Operation Reach 
in the Middle District of North Carolina, and the 1999 Building Livable Communities report. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-1023-F Crack Cocaine Working Group 30 0 30 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to the 
Crack Cocaine Working Group.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of 
emails regarding Crack Cocaine Working Group meetings, strategies, and updates; as well as a 
Manchester, NH community-oriented policing event. 
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VIA EMAIL 

(LM 2018-137) 
 
September 18, 2018 
 
Bruce R. Lindsey 
William J. Clinton Foundation 
1200 President Clinton Avenue 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
 
Dear Mr. Lindsey:  
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our 
intent to open Clinton Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.   
 
This material, consisting of 43,795 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 
exemptions, resulting in 8,393 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 
the remaining 35,402 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 
provided to you upon your request.   
 
We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Clinton 
Presidential records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working 
days from the date of this letter, which is December 13, 2018, unless the former or incumbent 
President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a 
constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if 
you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  
Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 
NARA website.   

 
 
 
 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure 



A-1 of A-2 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2012-0854-F 
(segment 1) 

Colombia and counter-narcotics 14,981 6,695 8,286 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to United 
States policy toward Colombia and counter-narcotics. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 
opening include correspondence; memoranda; reports; emails; administrative paperwork; and 
transcripts of press briefings, press releases, speeches, and foreign press compilations. This material 
dates from 1994 to 2001. Included are a number of memoranda discussing US counter-narcotic 
policy in Colombia and along the Andean Ridge; correspondence and memoranda relating to 
recommendations about the certification and/or decertification of Colombia in their fight against 
illegal drugs; and documents related to the plan of the Government of Colombia, “Plan Colombia,” 
as well as US support for the program. There are also discussions of counter-narcotic policy and 
programs in Colombia. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2016-0920-F Cuba (textual only) 16,513 1,656 14,857 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for textual material related 
to United States relations with Cuba. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include 
correspondence, clippings, notes, routing slips, executive orders, internal White House memoranda, 
fact sheets, legislative summaries, statistics, proclamations, reports, scheduling materials, statements, 
talking points, transcripts, and weekly economic briefings. The material primarily concerns 
implementation of the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, immigration policy shifts (namely that of 
September 1994), the 1996 Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act (also known 
as the Helms-Burton Act), and the Papal visit to Cuba in 1998.  

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0038-F Unclassified records related to the Kargil War 10,041 10 10,031 
 
The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified records 
pertaining to the Kargil War between India and Pakistan from May to June 1999. The Clinton 
Presidential records proposed for opening consist primarily of press, press guidance, news articles, 
media reactions, and congressional correspondence.  

 



A-2 of A-2 

 

Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0763-F Records to/from Eric Groosby in 1997 1,434 32 1,402 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all files and emails from 
1997 for Eric Goosby, National AIDS Policy Office. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 
opening consist of emails regarding Dr. Goosby’s work as interim Director of the National AIDS 
Policy Office in 1997. These emails concern topics such as the HIV Prevention Act of 1997; early 
access to Medicaid due to disability; lowering the cost of protease inhibitors; needle exchange 
programs; the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS; pediatric drug labeling; AIDS vaccine 
funding and research; and the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP). There are also invitations to 
panel discussions, speaking engagements, and meetings. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0886-F Strategic approaches to Community Safety 
Initiative 

796 0 796 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records relating to the 
Strategic Approaches to Community Safety Initiative (SACSI). The Clinton Presidential records 
proposed for opening consist of emails regarding Department of Justice (DOJ) weekly summaries, 
DOJ community safety program details, a DOJ SACSI conference in Indianapolis, Operation Reach 
in the Middle District of North Carolina, and the 1999 Building Livable Communities report. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-1023-F Crack Cocaine Working Group 30 0 30 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to the 
Crack Cocaine Working Group.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of 
emails regarding Crack Cocaine Working Group meetings, strategies, and updates; as well as a 
Manchester, NH community-oriented policing event. 
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