
 

 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

 

(LM 2020-050) 

 

February 18, 2020 

 

The Honorable Pat A. Cipollone 

Counsel to the President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C.  20502 

 

Dear Mr. Cipollone: 

 

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 

U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Clinton 

Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in 

Attachment A. 

 

These records, consisting of 32,676 pages, have been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 

exemptions, resulting in 264 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open the 

remaining 32,412 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 

provided to you upon your request.   

    

We are also concurrently informing former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of 

our intent to release these records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the 

records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is May 12, 2020, unless the former or 

incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a 

constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if 

you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  

Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 

NARA website.   

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 

General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 

DIRECTOR 

Presidential Materials Division 

 

Enclosure 



A-1 of A-2 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-0151-F Unclassified email re: Free Trade Area of the 

Americas [FTAA] 

14,855 178 14,677 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified ARMS/TRP 

email related to the Free Trade Area of the Americas (also known as the FTAA). The Clinton 

Presidential records proposed for opening include emails mentioning the Free Trade Area of 

Americas and/or FTAA. These records consist of press, press clippings, press briefings, transcripts of 

interviews, memos, draft speeches, internal correspondence, scheduling requests, foreign media 

summaries, list servs and newsletters.  In addition, there are Cabinet-level weekly reports, news clips, 

and intergovernmental and interagency working group documents. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-0155-F Unclassified email related to Fast Track Authority 11,508 31 11,477 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified ARMS/TRP 

emails pertaining to Fast Track Authority. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 

include emails mentioning Fast Track Authority. The bulk of the responsive records include National 

Economic Council (NEC) talking points regarding fast track authority, miscellaneous news articles, 

United States Information Agency (USIA) foreign news media summaries, President Clinton’s 

remarks and speeches on trade and tariff issues, press briefings on trade issues, administration 

arguments in favor of fast track authority, and Congressional Quarterly news reports. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-0157-F Unclassified email related to Carlos Menem 6,287 54 6,233 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request unclassified ARMS/TRP 

email related to President of Argentina, Carlos Menem. The Clinton Presidential records proposed 

for opening include emails mentioning Carlos Menem. The bulk of the responsive records include 

United States Information Agency foreign news media summaries, Argentinian news media 

summaries, miscellaneous news clippings, and electronic newsletters. The related topics include 

bilateral and multilateral discussions concerning Latin America Trade and Mercosur. Many emails 

contain information concerning the Argentinian State Visit to the White House. 

 



A-2 of A-2 

 

Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2020-0227-F Records related to Sammy Sosa attending the 1999 

State of the Union Address 

11 1 10 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records relating to 

Sammy Sosa's invitation to the 1999 State of the Union address. The Clinton Presidential records 

proposed for opening consist of several emails mentioning Sammy Sosa’s attendance as a special 

guest at the January 1999 State of the Union address. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2020-0311-F Records related to Tim Forneris 15 0 15 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to Tim 

Forneris. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of letters, emails, and a 

clipping of a summary describing a brief meeting that took place between Forneris and President 

Clinton in September 1998.  These records describe Forneris catching a baseball hit by Mark 

McGwire and his meeting with President Clinton at the Orlando Airport during a visit to Florida. The 

responsive material also includes letters of appreciation to and from President Clinton. 

 
### 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

(LM 2020-050) 

 

February 18, 2020 

 

Bruce R. Lindsey 

William J. Clinton Foundation 

1200 President Clinton Avenue 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

 

Dear Mr. Lindsey:  

 

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 

U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our 

intent to open Clinton Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act 

(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.   

 

This material, consisting of 32,676 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 

exemptions, resulting in 264 pages restricted.  NARA is proposing to open the remaining 32,412 

pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be provided to you 

upon your request.   

 

We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Clinton 

Presidential records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working 

days from the date of this letter, which is May 12, 2020, unless the former or incumbent 

President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a 

constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if 

you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  

Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 

NARA website.   

 

 

 

 



 

If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 

General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

B. JOHN LASTER 

DIRECTOR 

Presidential Materials Division 

 

Enclosure 

 

 



A-1 of A-2 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-0151-F Unclassified email re: Free Trade Area of the 

Americas [FTAA] 

14,855 178 14,677 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified ARMS/TRP 

email related to the Free Trade Area of the Americas (also known as the FTAA). The Clinton 

Presidential records proposed for opening include emails mentioning the Free Trade Area of 

Americas and/or FTAA. These records consist of press, press clippings, press briefings, transcripts of 

interviews, memos, draft speeches, internal correspondence, scheduling requests, foreign media 

summaries, list servs and newsletters.  In addition, there are Cabinet-level weekly reports, news clips, 

and intergovernmental and interagency working group documents. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-0155-F Unclassified email related to Fast Track Authority 11,508 31 11,477 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified ARMS/TRP 

emails pertaining to Fast Track Authority. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 

include emails mentioning Fast Track Authority. The bulk of the responsive records include National 

Economic Council (NEC) talking points regarding fast track authority, miscellaneous news articles, 

United States Information Agency (USIA) foreign news media summaries, President Clinton’s 

remarks and speeches on trade and tariff issues, press briefings on trade issues, administration 

arguments in favor of fast track authority, and Congressional Quarterly news reports. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-0157-F Unclassified email related to Carlos Menem 6,287 54 6,233 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request unclassified ARMS/TRP 

email related to President of Argentina, Carlos Menem. The Clinton Presidential records proposed 

for opening include emails mentioning Carlos Menem. The bulk of the responsive records include 

United States Information Agency foreign news media summaries, Argentinian news media 

summaries, miscellaneous news clippings, and electronic newsletters. The related topics include 

bilateral and multilateral discussions concerning Latin America Trade and Mercosur. Many emails 

contain information concerning the Argentinian State Visit to the White House. 

 



A-2 of A-2 

 

Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2020-0227-F Records related to Sammy Sosa attending the 1999 

State of the Union Address 

11 1 10 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records relating to 

Sammy Sosa's invitation to the 1999 State of the Union address. The Clinton Presidential records 

proposed for opening consist of several emails mentioning Sammy Sosa’s attendance as a special 

guest at the January 1999 State of the Union address. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2020-0311-F Records related to Tim Forneris 15 0 15 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to Tim 

Forneris. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of letters, emails, and a 

clipping of a summary describing a brief meeting that took place between Forneris and President 

Clinton in September 1998.  These records describe Forneris catching a baseball hit by Mark 

McGwire and his meeting with President Clinton at the Orlando Airport during a visit to Florida. The 

responsive material also includes letters of appreciation to and from President Clinton. 
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