
 

 

 

 

 
VIA EMAIL 
 
(LM 2017-090) 
 
June 6, 2017 
 
The Honorable Donald F. McGahn, II 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.  20502 
 
Dear Mr. McGahn: 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Gore Vice 
Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in 
Attachment A. 
 
These records, consisting of 31 email messages, 113 pages, and 215 contact sheets, have been 
reviewed for all applicable FOIA exemptions, resulting in three email messages, 45 pages, and 4 
contact sheets restricted in whole or part.  NARA is proposing to open the remaining 31 email 
messages, 74 pages, and 215 contact sheets in whole or part.  A copy of any records proposed for 
release under this notice will be provided to you upon your request.   
    
We are also concurrently informing former Vice President Gore’s representative, Beth Geer, and 
former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of our intent to release these records.  
Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working days from the date of 
this letter, which is August 30, 2017, unless the former President, former Vice President, or 
incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or if the 
former or incumbent President asserts a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 
U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if you are able to complete your review before the 
expiration of the 60 working day period.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this 
notice available to the public on the NARA website.   

 
 
 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material 
Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0009-F Estonian President Lennart Meri 31 email 

messages; 
113 pages 

39 pages in 
whole; 6 
pages, 3 

email 
messages in 

part 

28 email 
messages, 68 

pages in whole; 3 
email messages, 6 

pages in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 
Estonian President Lennart Meri.  The Gore Vice Presidential records proposed for opening include 
email messages, correspondence, memoranda, maps, fact sheets, seating charts, routing slips, fax 
coversheets, lists, and notes. The email messages dated 1995 to 2000 pertain to Vice President 
Gore’s interview with Don Imus, press releases and statements for the October 19, 1995 and June 25, 
1996 visits of President Meri, a fact sheet on United States-Baltic relations, schedules, and list of 
attendees to a NATO dinner.  The textual documents dated 1994 to 1996 pertain to Vice President 
Gore’s visit to Copenhagen and Estonia March 11-13, 1995, President Meri’s visit to the White 
House on October 19, 1995, and routine congratulatory letters exchanged between Vice President 
Gore and President Meri. Also included is correspondence related to the Paldiski base in Estonia and 
an Estonian border security system. 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material 
Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0042-F Photographs of Vice President Al Gore and the 

Gore-Chernomyrdin Commission, the 
Environmental Task Force and the Measurements 
of Earth Data for Environmental Analysis 
(MEDEA) Program 

211 contact 
sheets 

2 contact 
sheets in 

part 

209 contact sheets 
in whole; 2 

contact sheets in 
part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photographs of Vice 
President Gore at an Environmental Task Force meeting, working with the Measurements of Earth 
Data for Environmental Analysis (MEDEA) Program, and with the Environmental Working Group 
of the Gore-Chernomyrdin Commission.  The Gore Vice Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs of Vice President Al Gore, Mrs. Tipper Gore, President Clinton, First Lady 
Hillary R. Clinton, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, Senator Joseph Biden, Rahm Emanuel, 
Leon Fuerth, Sandy Berger, Prime Minister Victor Chernomyrdin, Russian Environmental Affairs 
adviser Alexey V. Yablokov, and MEDEA Chair Gordon MacDonald. The photographs primarily 
depict meetings between Vice President Gore and Prime Minister Chernomyrdin in both the United 
States and Russia.
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Case 
Number 

Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material 
Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0015-F Photographs of Vice President Al Gore and Eli 

Attie 
4 contact 

sheets 
2 contact 
sheets in 

part 

2 contact sheets in 
whole; 2 contact 

sheets in part 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photographs of Vice 
President Gore and Speechwriter Eli Attie.  The Gore Vice Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs taken by Callie Shell and Molly Bingham dated August 6, 1997, November 16, 
1998 and October 23, 2000. Photographs taken on August 6, 1997 depict Vice President Gore 
working in his West Wing office at the White House, backstage at the National Urban League 
Annual Convention in Washington, D.C. and with President William J. Clinton prior to a South 
Lawn press conference. Photographs taken on November 16, 1998 depict Vice President Gore in a 
staff meeting aboard Air Force II en route to Malaysia, at the Renaissance Hotel in Kuala Lumpur 
and meeting with United States Ambassador to China Jim Sasser. Photographs taken on October 23, 
2000 depict Vice President Gore prepping for a television broadcast and at a rally in Spokane, 
Washington. Other staff members depicted are Speechwriter Eli Attie, Domestic Policy Advisor 
Chris Ulrich, and Senior Domestic Policy Advisor Jim Kohlenberger. 
 

### 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

(LM 2017-090) 
 
June 6, 2017 
 
Beth Prichard Geer 
Office of Al Gore 
Suite 250 
3810 Bedford Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37215 
 
Dear Ms. Geer:  
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former Vice President Gore’s representative, of our 
intent to open Gore Vice Presidential records in response to the systematic processing projects 
listed in Attachment A.   
 
This material, consisting of 31 email messages, 113 pages, and 215 contact sheets, has been 
reviewed for all applicable FOIA exemptions, resulting in three email messages, 45 pages, and 4 
contact sheets restricted in whole or part.  NARA is proposing to open the remaining 31 email 
messages, 74 pages, and 215 contact sheets in whole or part.  A copy of any records proposed for 
release under this notice will be provided to you upon your request.   
 
We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President and former President Clinton’s 
representative, Bruce Lindsey, of our intent to release these Gore Vice Presidential records.  
Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working days from the date of 
this letter, which is August 30, 2017, unless the former President, former Vice President, or 
incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or if the 
former or incumbent President asserts a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 
U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if you are able to complete your review before the 
expiration of the 60 working day period.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this 
notice available to the public on the NARA website.   

 



 
If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material 
Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0009-F Estonian President Lennart Meri 31 email 

messages; 
113 pages 

39 pages in 
whole; 6 
pages, 3 

email 
messages in 

part 

28 email 
messages, 68 

pages in whole; 3 
email messages, 6 

pages in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 
Estonian President Lennart Meri.  The Gore Vice Presidential records proposed for opening include 
email messages, correspondence, memoranda, maps, fact sheets, seating charts, routing slips, fax 
coversheets, lists, and notes. The email messages dated 1995 to 2000 pertain to Vice President 
Gore’s interview with Don Imus, press releases and statements for the October 19, 1995 and June 25, 
1996 visits of President Meri, a fact sheet on United States-Baltic relations, schedules, and list of 
attendees to a NATO dinner.  The textual documents dated 1994 to 1996 pertain to Vice President 
Gore’s visit to Copenhagen and Estonia March 11-13, 1995, President Meri’s visit to the White 
House on October 19, 1995, and routine congratulatory letters exchanged between Vice President 
Gore and President Meri. Also included is correspondence related to the Paldiski base in Estonia and 
an Estonian border security system. 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material 
Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0042-F Photographs of Vice President Al Gore and the 

Gore-Chernomyrdin Commission, the 
Environmental Task Force and the Measurements 
of Earth Data for Environmental Analysis 
(MEDEA) Program 

211 contact 
sheets 

2 contact 
sheets in 

part 

209 contact sheets 
in whole; 2 

contact sheets in 
part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photographs of Vice 
President Gore at an Environmental Task Force meeting, working with the Measurements of Earth 
Data for Environmental Analysis (MEDEA) Program, and with the Environmental Working Group 
of the Gore-Chernomyrdin Commission.  The Gore Vice Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs of Vice President Al Gore, Mrs. Tipper Gore, President Clinton, First Lady 
Hillary R. Clinton, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, Senator Joseph Biden, Rahm Emanuel, 
Leon Fuerth, Sandy Berger, Prime Minister Victor Chernomyrdin, Russian Environmental Affairs 
adviser Alexey V. Yablokov, and MEDEA Chair Gordon MacDonald. The photographs primarily 
depict meetings between Vice President Gore and Prime Minister Chernomyrdin in both the United 
States and Russia.
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Case 
Number 

Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material 
Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0015-F Photographs of Vice President Al Gore and Eli 

Attie 
4 contact 

sheets 
2 contact 
sheets in 

part 

2 contact sheets in 
whole; 2 contact 

sheets in part 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photographs of Vice 
President Gore and Speechwriter Eli Attie.  The Gore Vice Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs taken by Callie Shell and Molly Bingham dated August 6, 1997, November 16, 
1998 and October 23, 2000. Photographs taken on August 6, 1997 depict Vice President Gore 
working in his West Wing office at the White House, backstage at the National Urban League 
Annual Convention in Washington, D.C. and with President William J. Clinton prior to a South 
Lawn press conference. Photographs taken on November 16, 1998 depict Vice President Gore in a 
staff meeting aboard Air Force II en route to Malaysia, at the Renaissance Hotel in Kuala Lumpur 
and meeting with United States Ambassador to China Jim Sasser. Photographs taken on October 23, 
2000 depict Vice President Gore prepping for a television broadcast and at a rally in Spokane, 
Washington. Other staff members depicted are Speechwriter Eli Attie, Domestic Policy Advisor 
Chris Ulrich, and Senior Domestic Policy Advisor Jim Kohlenberger. 
 

### 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

(LM 2017-090) 
 
June 6, 2017 
 
Bruce R. Lindsey 
William J. Clinton Foundation 
1200 President Clinton Avenue 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
 
Dear Mr. Lindsey:  
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our 
intent to open Gore Vice Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.   
 
This material, consisting of 31 email messages, 113 pages, and 215 contact sheets, has been 
reviewed for all applicable FOIA exemptions, resulting in three email messages, 45 pages, and 4 
contact sheets restricted in whole or part.  NARA is proposing to open the remaining 31 email 
messages, 74 pages, and 215 contact sheets in whole or part.  A copy of any records proposed for 
release under this notice will be provided to you upon your request.   
 
We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President and former Vice President Gore’s 
representative, Beth Geer, of our intent to release these Gore Vice Presidential records.  Pursuant 
to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working days from the date of this letter, 
which is August 30, 2017, unless the former President, former Vice President, or incumbent 
President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or if the former or 
incumbent President asserts a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if you are able to complete your review before the expiration of 
the 60 working day period.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice 
available to the public on the NARA website.   

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material 
Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0009-F Estonian President Lennart Meri 31 email 

messages; 
113 pages 

39 pages in 
whole; 6 
pages, 3 

email 
messages in 

part 

28 email 
messages, 68 

pages in whole; 3 
email messages, 6 

pages in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 
Estonian President Lennart Meri.  The Gore Vice Presidential records proposed for opening include 
email messages, correspondence, memoranda, maps, fact sheets, seating charts, routing slips, fax 
coversheets, lists, and notes. The email messages dated 1995 to 2000 pertain to Vice President 
Gore’s interview with Don Imus, press releases and statements for the October 19, 1995 and June 25, 
1996 visits of President Meri, a fact sheet on United States-Baltic relations, schedules, and list of 
attendees to a NATO dinner.  The textual documents dated 1994 to 1996 pertain to Vice President 
Gore’s visit to Copenhagen and Estonia March 11-13, 1995, President Meri’s visit to the White 
House on October 19, 1995, and routine congratulatory letters exchanged between Vice President 
Gore and President Meri. Also included is correspondence related to the Paldiski base in Estonia and 
an Estonian border security system. 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material 
Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0042-F Photographs of Vice President Al Gore and the 

Gore-Chernomyrdin Commission, the 
Environmental Task Force and the Measurements 
of Earth Data for Environmental Analysis 
(MEDEA) Program 

211 contact 
sheets 

2 contact 
sheets in 

part 

209 contact sheets 
in whole; 2 

contact sheets in 
part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photographs of Vice 
President Gore at an Environmental Task Force meeting, working with the Measurements of Earth 
Data for Environmental Analysis (MEDEA) Program, and with the Environmental Working Group 
of the Gore-Chernomyrdin Commission.  The Gore Vice Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs of Vice President Al Gore, Mrs. Tipper Gore, President Clinton, First Lady 
Hillary R. Clinton, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, Senator Joseph Biden, Rahm Emanuel, 
Leon Fuerth, Sandy Berger, Prime Minister Victor Chernomyrdin, Russian Environmental Affairs 
adviser Alexey V. Yablokov, and MEDEA Chair Gordon MacDonald. The photographs primarily 
depict meetings between Vice President Gore and Prime Minister Chernomyrdin in both the United 
States and Russia.
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Case 
Number 

Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material 
Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0015-F Photographs of Vice President Al Gore and Eli 

Attie 
4 contact 

sheets 
2 contact 
sheets in 

part 

2 contact sheets in 
whole; 2 contact 

sheets in part 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photographs of Vice 
President Gore and Speechwriter Eli Attie.  The Gore Vice Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs taken by Callie Shell and Molly Bingham dated August 6, 1997, November 16, 
1998 and October 23, 2000. Photographs taken on August 6, 1997 depict Vice President Gore 
working in his West Wing office at the White House, backstage at the National Urban League 
Annual Convention in Washington, D.C. and with President William J. Clinton prior to a South 
Lawn press conference. Photographs taken on November 16, 1998 depict Vice President Gore in a 
staff meeting aboard Air Force II en route to Malaysia, at the Renaissance Hotel in Kuala Lumpur 
and meeting with United States Ambassador to China Jim Sasser. Photographs taken on October 23, 
2000 depict Vice President Gore prepping for a television broadcast and at a rally in Spokane, 
Washington. Other staff members depicted are Speechwriter Eli Attie, Domestic Policy Advisor 
Chris Ulrich, and Senior Domestic Policy Advisor Jim Kohlenberger. 
 

### 
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