
 

 

 

 
VIA EMAIL 
(LW 2022-046) 
 
June 16, 2022 
 
The Honorable Dana Remus 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.  20502 
 
Dear Ms. Remus: 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Obama 
Presidential records in response to the systematic processing projects and Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A. 

This material, consisting of 10,101 assets and 4,362 pages, has been reviewed for the six PRA 
Presidential restrictive categories, including confidential communications requesting or 
submitting advice (P5) and material related to appointments to federal office (P2), as they were 
eased by President Obama on January 19, 2022.  These records were also reviewed for all 
applicable FOIA exemptions.  As a result of this review, 50 assets have been restricted.  
Therefore, NARA is proposing to open the remaining 10,051 assets and 4,362 pages that do not 
require closure under 44 U.S.C. § 2204.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this 
notice will be provided to you upon your request.    

We are also concurrently informing former President Obama’s representatives, Anita 
Breckenridge and Robert Bauer, of our intent to release these records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 
2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is 
September 13, 2022, unless the former or incumbent President requests a one-time extension of 
an additional 30 working days or asserts a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 
U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if you are able to complete your review before the 
expiration of the 60 working day period.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this 
notice available to the public on the NARA website.   

 
 
 
 



If you have any questions relating to this notification, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or 
NARA General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure



 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

21-00004-P Photographs of the Obamas’ 2015 
Selma Trip on the 50th Anniversary of 
Bloody Sunday 

2,729 
photographs 

18 
photographs 

2,711 photographs 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential Library has completed the systematic processing of a segment of the 
White House Photo Office collection. The Barack Obama Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs from the trip the Obamas took to Selma, Alabama, on March 7, 2015, to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of “Bloody Sunday” and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

21-00005-P Photographs of the State Dinner for 
President Felipe Calderon of Mexico 
and his wife Mrs. Margarita Zavala on 
May 19, 2010 

2,504 
photographs 

5 
photographs 

2,499 photographs 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential Library has completed the systematic processing of a segment of the 
White House Photo Office collection. The Barack Obama Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs from the State Dinner honoring President Felipe Calderon of Mexico and his 
wife Mrs. Margarita Zavala on May 19, 2010. This State Dinner included a reception with 
performances by Beyonce` Knowles and Rodrigo y Garcia. 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

21-00006-P Photographs of the 2016 Medal of 
Freedom ceremony on November 22, 
2016 

2,328 
photographs 

0 
photographs 

2,328 photographs 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential Library has completed the systematic processing of a segment of the 
White House Photo Office collection. The Barack Obama Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs from the 2016 Medal of Freedom ceremony held on November 22, 2016. 
Recipients of that year’s Medal of Freedom included: Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Elouise Cobell 
(posthumous), Ellen DeGeneres, Robert De Niro, Richard Garwin, Bill and Melinda Gates, Frank 
Gehry, Margaret H. Hamilton, Tom Hanks, Grace Hopper (posthumous), Michael Jordan, Maya Lin, 
Lorne Michaels, Newton Minow, Eduardo Padrón, Robert Redford, Diana Ross, Vin Scully, Bruce 
Springsteen, and Cicely Tyson. 
 
 
 
 



Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

21-00007-P Printed Materials from the White House 
Calligraphy Office 

4,362 pages 0 pages 4,362 pages 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential Library has completed the systematic processing of a series of the 
White House Calligraphy Office materials. The Barack Obama Presidential records proposed for 
opening include printed materials generated by the Calligraphy Office for official Whtie House 
events, including menus from official dinners, invitations to receptions, and programs for events. 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

21-00008-P Executive Branch Personnel Public 
Financial Disclosure Reports (OGE 
Form 278e) and the supplemental 
Periodic Transaction Reports (OGE 
Form 278-T) prepared during the years 
2015 and 2016 

325 assets 0 assets 325 assets 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential Library has completed the systematic processing of a segment of 
electronic records. The Barack Obama Presidential records proposed for opening include Executive 
Branch Personnel Public Financial Disclosure Reports (OGE Form 278e) and the supplemental 
Periodic Transaction Reports (OGE Form 278-T). These forms were prepared per Office of 
Government Ethics requirements during the years 2015 and 2016. These materials are from the 
WHO Shared Drive Search and Access Set. 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

22-16557-F Any and all photographs of Diana Ross, 
including images where she is depicted 
and also captured in the metadata 

1,206 
photographs 

0 
photographs 

1,206 photographs 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for any and all photographs 
of Diana Ross, including images where she is depicted and also captured in the metadata. The 
Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening include photographs 
from the 2010 Kennedy Center Honors Reception in the Blue Room on December 5, 2010; the 
“Christmas in Washington” taping in Washington, DC, on December 9, 2012; the 2016 Medal of 
Freedom Ceremony in the East Room on November 22, 2016; and Diana Ross performing in the 
State Dining Room during the Christmas Holiday Senior Staff Diner on December 5, 2016. These 
materials are from the White House Photo System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 
 
 
 



Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

22-16558-F[1] Any and all photographs of Kerry 
Washington, including images where 
she is depicted and also captured in the 
metadata 

822 
photographs 

27 
photographs 

795 photographs 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for any and all photographs 
of Kerry Washington, including images where she is depicted and also captured in the metadata. The 
Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening for this FOIA include 
photographs of First Lady Michelle Obama in celebration of Women’s History Month in the 
Diplomatic Reception Room on March 3, 2009; Mrs. Obama visiting the Savoy Elementary School 
in Washington, DC on May 24, 2013; and Mrs. Obama participating in a photo shoot for Glamour 
Magazine in the East Room on February 11, 2015. These materials are from the White House Photo 
System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

22-16581-F All photos held by the Barack Obama 
Presidential Library containing the actor 
Matt Damon 

153 assets 0 assets 153 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all photos held by the 
Barack Obama Presidential Library containing the actor Matt Damon. The Barack Obama 
Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening include photographs of Matt Damon 
meeting with President Obama at the White House on September 30, 2013; filmmakers of “The 
Monuments Men” at the White House for a movie screening on February 18, 2014; and President 
Obama backstage at the Clinton Global Initiative at the Sheraton New York Hotel on September 23, 
2014. These materials are from the White House Photo System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

22-16631-F All photos and videos of Steve Ballmer 29 
photographs 

0 
photographs 

29 photographs 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all photos and videos of 
Steve Ballmer. The Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening are 
photographs of Steve and Connie Ballmer meeting President Obama in the receiving line at the 
China State Dinner on January 19, 2011; President Obama talking on the phone with Steve Ballmer 
on September 1, 2011; and President Obama having lunch with Steve and Connie Ballmer in the 
Oval Office Private Dining Room on July 25, 2016. No videos of Steve Ballmer were found in the 
Obama Presidential Library holdings. These materials are from the White House Photo System – 
Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 



Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

22-18731-F Photographs containing Erica Pincus 5 
photographs 

0 
photographs 

5 photographs 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photographs containing 
Erica Pincus, who worked for the Domestic Policy Council’s Office of Social Innovation and Civic 
Participation, Office of Science and Technology Policy, and the White House Office of Social 
Innovation. Her time at the White House spanned the entirety of the Obama Administration. The 
Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening include photographs 
President Obama took with Erica Pincus and her family around the time of her departure from the 
White House, on October 12, 2016. These materials are from the White House Photo System – 
Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 

### 
 
 



 

 

VIA EMAIL 
(LW 2022-046) 
 
June 16, 2022 
 
Anita Breckenridge and Robert Bauer 
Obama Office 
1250 24th Street 
Washington, DC 20037 
 
Dear Ms. Breckenridge and Mr. Bauer: 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. 
§§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Obama’s representative, of our intent to open 
Obama Presidential records.  These records were processed under the systematic processing projects 
and Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests described in Attachment A.   
 
This material, consisting of 10,101 assets and 4,362 pages, has been reviewed for the six PRA 
Presidential restrictive categories, including confidential communications requesting or submitting 
advice (P5) and material related to appointments to federal office (P2), as they were eased by 
President Obama on January 19, 2022.  These records were also reviewed for all applicable FOIA 
exemptions.  As a result of this review, 50 assets have been restricted.  Therefore, NARA is 
proposing to open the remaining 10,051 assets and 4,362 pages that do not require closure under 44 
U.S.C. § 2204.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be provided to you 
upon your request.    

We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Obama 
Presidential records. Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working days 
from the date of this letter, which is September 13, 2022, unless the former or incumbent President 
requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a constitutionally based 
privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if you are able to complete 
your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 
2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the NARA website.



 

 

If you have any questions relating to this notification, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel, Gary M. Stern, at (301) 837-3026. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
White House Liaison Division 
 
Enclosure 
 



 

ATTACHMENT A 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

21-00004-P Photographs of the Obamas’ 2015 
Selma Trip on the 50th Anniversary of 
Bloody Sunday 

2,729 
photographs 

18 
photographs 

2,711 photographs 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential Library has completed the systematic processing of a segment of the 
White House Photo Office collection. The Barack Obama Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs from the trip the Obamas took to Selma, Alabama, on March 7, 2015, to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of “Bloody Sunday” and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

21-00005-P Photographs of the State Dinner for 
President Felipe Calderon of Mexico 
and his wife Mrs. Margarita Zavala on 
May 19, 2010 

2,504 
photographs 

5 
photographs 

2,499 photographs 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential Library has completed the systematic processing of a segment of the 
White House Photo Office collection. The Barack Obama Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs from the State Dinner honoring President Felipe Calderon of Mexico and his 
wife Mrs. Margarita Zavala on May 19, 2010. This State Dinner included a reception with 
performances by Beyonce` Knowles and Rodrigo y Garcia. 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

21-00006-P Photographs of the 2016 Medal of 
Freedom ceremony on November 22, 
2016 

2,328 
photographs 

0 
photographs 

2,328 photographs 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential Library has completed the systematic processing of a segment of the 
White House Photo Office collection. The Barack Obama Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs from the 2016 Medal of Freedom ceremony held on November 22, 2016. 
Recipients of that year’s Medal of Freedom included: Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Elouise Cobell 
(posthumous), Ellen DeGeneres, Robert De Niro, Richard Garwin, Bill and Melinda Gates, Frank 
Gehry, Margaret H. Hamilton, Tom Hanks, Grace Hopper (posthumous), Michael Jordan, Maya Lin, 
Lorne Michaels, Newton Minow, Eduardo Padrón, Robert Redford, Diana Ross, Vin Scully, Bruce 
Springsteen, and Cicely Tyson. 
 
 
 
 



 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

21-00007-P Printed Materials from the White House 
Calligraphy Office 

4,362 pages 0 pages 4,362 pages 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential Library has completed the systematic processing of a series of the 
White House Calligraphy Office materials. The Barack Obama Presidential records proposed for 
opening include printed materials generated by the Calligraphy Office for official Whtie House 
events, including menus from official dinners, invitations to receptions, and programs for events. 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

21-00008-P Executive Branch Personnel Public 
Financial Disclosure Reports (OGE 
Form 278e) and the supplemental 
Periodic Transaction Reports (OGE 
Form 278-T) prepared during the years 
2015 and 2016 

325 assets 0 assets 325 assets 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential Library has completed the systematic processing of a segment of 
electronic records. The Barack Obama Presidential records proposed for opening include Executive 
Branch Personnel Public Financial Disclosure Reports (OGE Form 278e) and the supplemental 
Periodic Transaction Reports (OGE Form 278-T). These forms were prepared per Office of 
Government Ethics requirements during the years 2015 and 2016. These materials are from the 
WHO Shared Drive Search and Access Set. 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

22-16557-F Any and all photographs of Diana Ross, 
including images where she is depicted 
and also captured in the metadata 

1,206 
photographs 

0 
photographs 

1,206 photographs 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for any and all photographs 
of Diana Ross, including images where she is depicted and also captured in the metadata. The 
Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening include photographs 
from the 2010 Kennedy Center Honors Reception in the Blue Room on December 5, 2010; the 
“Christmas in Washington” taping in Washington, DC, on December 9, 2012; the 2016 Medal of 
Freedom Ceremony in the East Room on November 22, 2016; and Diana Ross performing in the 
State Dining Room during the Christmas Holiday Senior Staff Diner on December 5, 2016. These 
materials are from the White House Photo System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

22-16558-F[1] Any and all photographs of Kerry 
Washington, including images where 
she is depicted and also captured in the 
metadata 

822 
photographs 

27 
photographs 

795 photographs 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for any and all photographs 
of Kerry Washington, including images where she is depicted and also captured in the metadata. The 
Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening for this FOIA include 
photographs of First Lady Michelle Obama in celebration of Women’s History Month in the 
Diplomatic Reception Room on March 3, 2009; Mrs. Obama visiting the Savoy Elementary School 
in Washington, DC on May 24, 2013; and Mrs. Obama participating in a photo shoot for Glamour 
Magazine in the East Room on February 11, 2015. These materials are from the White House Photo 
System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

22-16581-F All photos held by the Barack Obama 
Presidential Library containing the actor 
Matt Damon 

153 assets 0 assets 153 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all photos held by the 
Barack Obama Presidential Library containing the actor Matt Damon. The Barack Obama 
Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening include photographs of Matt Damon 
meeting with President Obama at the White House on September 30, 2013; filmmakers of “The 
Monuments Men” at the White House for a movie screening on February 18, 2014; and President 
Obama backstage at the Clinton Global Initiative at the Sheraton New York Hotel on September 23, 
2014. These materials are from the White House Photo System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

22-16631-F All photos and videos of Steve Ballmer 29 
photographs 

0 
photographs 

29 photographs 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all photos and videos of 
Steve Ballmer. The Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening are 
photographs of Steve and Connie Ballmer meeting President Obama in the receiving line at the 
China State Dinner on January 19, 2011; President Obama talking on the phone with Steve Ballmer 
on September 1, 2011; and President Obama having lunch with Steve and Connie Ballmer in the 
Oval Office Private Dining Room on July 25, 2016. No videos of Steve Ballmer were found in the 
Obama Presidential Library holdings. These materials are from the White House Photo System – 
Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 



 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

22-18731-F Photographs containing Erica Pincus 5 
photographs 

0 
photographs 

5 photographs 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photographs containing 
Erica Pincus, who worked for the Domestic Policy Council’s Office of Social Innovation and Civic 
Participation, Office of Science and Technology Policy, and the White House Office of Social 
Innovation. Her time at the White House spanned the entirety of the Obama Administration. The 
Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening include photographs 
President Obama took with Erica Pincus and her family around the time of her departure from the 
White House, on October 12, 2016. These materials are from the White House Photo System – 
Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 

### 
 


