
VIA EMAIL 
(PA 2026-022) 

February 9, 2026 

The Honorable David Warrington 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.  20502 

Dear Mr. Warrington: 

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Obama 
Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in 
Attachment A. 

This material, consisting of 2,797 assets, 8,946 photographs, and 74 videos has been reviewed 
for the six PRA Presidential restrictive categories, including confidential communications 
requesting or submitting advice (P5) and material related to appointments to federal office (P2).  
These records were also reviewed for all applicable FOIA exemptions.  As a result of this 
review, 1,949 assets, 80 photographs, and 23 videos in whole and 246 assets and one video in 
part have been restricted.  Therefore, NARA is proposing to open the remaining 602 assets, 
8,866 photographs, and 50 videos in whole and 246 assets and one video in part that do not 
require closure under 44 U.S.C. § 2204.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this 
notice will be provided to you upon your request.    

We are also concurrently informing former President Obama’s representatives, Anita 
Breckenridge, Bob Bauer, and Emily Blakemore of our intent to release these records.  Pursuant 
to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working days from the date of this letter, 
which is May 5, 2026, unless the former or incumbent President requests a one-time extension of 
an additional 30 working days or asserts a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 
U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if you are able to complete your review before the 
expiration of the 60 working day period.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this 
notice available to the public on the NARA website.   



 
If you have any questions relating to this notification, please contact me at (202) 357-5091 or 
NARA General Counsel, Matt Dummermuth, at (202) 357-5145. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
KATHLEEN DILLON MCCLURE 
DIRECTOR 
Archival Operations Division 
 
Enclosure



 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

22-16572-F[7] All photos and videos from White 
House and Camp David movie 
screenings 

13 videos 1 video 1 video in part; 12 
videos in whole 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all photos and videos 
from White House and Camp David movie screenings.  All photos for this FOIA were previously 
released in segment 1 of this FOIA.  Barack Obama Presidential Library audiovisual records 
proposed for opening in this segment include 6 video clips shot at the screenings of the Vice 
documentary “Fixing the System” on September 18, 2015, and 7 video clips from the “Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens” screening for military families on December 18, 2015.  These records are from 
the White House Communications Agency. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-16972-F[2] Beer Summit 758 assets 539 assets in 

whole; 89 
assets in part 

130 assets in whole; 
89 assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all records including 
briefing notes, transcripts, readouts, photographs, and any other records mentioning or related to the 
July 30, 2009, meeting between President Obama, Vice President Biden, Henry Louis Gates Jr., and 
James Crowley. This meeting has been referred to as the “Beer Summit.” 
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence, Pete Souza photo indexes, Obama Administration timeline of major events, letters 
from the general public, and White House tour guides compiled by staffers. The bulk of the 
electronic records proposed for release are related to email correspondence, White House tour guides 
compiled by staffers, and Pete Souza photo indexes. These electronic records are from the Email 
Exchange - Presidential, Email Exchange - Other, Email Exchange - SIP_044 and the CEA (Council 
of Economic Advisers), NSC (National Security Council), OA (Office of Administration), and WHO 
(White House Office) Shared Drives Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for 
opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-18749-F Records on General Michael Carey’s 

demotion 
8 assets 2 assets in 

whole; 2 
assets in part 

4 assets in whole; 2 
assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
General Michael Carey’s demotion by the President. The Barack Obama Presidential electronic 



 

records proposed for opening consists of news briefs and publicly released reports and papers. The 
bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are reports and news briefs related to General 
Michael Carey’s military discharge and retirement. These electronic records are from the NSC 
(National Security Council) and OA (Office of Administration) Shared Drive Search and Access 
Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-18751-F Records on the President’s Book of 

Secrets that President Obama was asked 
about in interviews 

68 assets 17 assets in 
whole; 3 

assets in part 

48 assets in whole; 3 
assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to the 
President’s Book of Secrets that President Obama was asked about in at least two interviews.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of WH gift receipts, 
media highlights, book orders and book inventories, and POTUS’ Michael Smerconish interview 
prep materials that contain publicly released news clippings and interview transcripts for previous 
Smerconish interviews. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to gift 
receipts, book orders, and book inventories. These electronic records are from the  OA (Office of 
Administration), PIAB (President's Intelligence Advisory Board), and WHO (White House Office) 
Shared Drives Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-21186-F Communication and meetings between 

President Obama and Illinois Attorney 
General Jim Ryan 

1 asset 1 asset in part 1 asset in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
communications and meetings between President Obama and Illinois Attorney General Jim Ryan.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of visitor logs. 
These electronic records are from the Worker and Visitor Entry System (WAVES)–Presidential  
Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-21305-F NSC staffer papers and memoranda 

about the People’s Republic of China 
44 assets 34 assets 10 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to papers 
and memorandums written by Jeffrey Bader, Daniel Russel, Evan Medeiros, or Ryan Hass regarding 
the People’s Republic of China. 
 



 

The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of press releases, 
publications, and presentations. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to 
Office of the Press Secretary press releases, and publications and presentations by Evan Medeiros. 
These electronic records are from the NSC (National Security Council) Shared Drive Search and 
Access Set. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-21458-F[7] All raw video footage captured by 

White House videographers 
57 videos 23 videos 34 videos 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all the raw video 
footage shot by White House Videographers Arun Chaudhary, Hope Hall, and any other official 
videographer working in the White House during the Obama Administration.  The Barack Obama 
Presidential Library records proposed for opening in this segment include footage from a St. 
Patrick’s Day Reception at the White House on March 17, 2009, and the groundbreaking of the 
White House Kitchen Garden on March 20, 2009.  There are a duplicate set of videos from the St. 
Patrick’s Day Reception.  These records are from the White House Communications Agency. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-27339-F Emails of Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel 

from January 20, 2009 to October 1, 
2010 about topics related to climate 

442 assets 425 assets in 
whole; 3 

assets in part 

14 assets in whole; 3 
assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to any 
email correspondence sent from the account of then-White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel 
between the dates of January 20, 2009 and October 1, 2010 that includes any of the following search 
terms: "climate bill," "climate legislation," "climate change legislation," "climate," "endangerment 
finding," "Lisa Jackson," or "Waxman-Markey."  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to Emanuel’s 
email related to climate change policy and the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. These electronic records 
are from the Exchange Email - Other,  Exchange Email - Presidential, and Exchange Email-
Presidential SIP_044 Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is 
unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-29599-F Records on aliens or UFOs in 

underwater bases 
3 assets 2 assets 1 asset 

 



 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to aliens 
or UFOs in underwater bases in the Pacific and Atlantic Ocean.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of a NASA News 
Summary for Tuesday, July 28, 2009. These electronic records are from the Email Exchange - 
Presidential and File Exchange - Presidential Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed 
for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-29638-F Records on aliens or UFOs in Lake 

Baikal 
1 asset 0 assets 1 asset 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to aliens 
or UFOs in Russian Lake Baikal.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence containing the NASA News Summary for Tuesday, July 28, 2009. This electronic 
record is from the Email Exchange - Presidential Search and Access Set. All of the material 
proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-29639-F Records on shapeshifting aliens in the 

White House 
48 assets 9 assets in 

part 
39 assets in whole; 9 

assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
shapeshifting alien in White House.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence and Morning Webtrends for March 26, 2013. The bulk of the electronic records 
proposed for release are related to email correspondence about the WIRED article “White House 
Can’t Afford Its Shapeshifting Alien Reptile Guards.” These electronic records are from the Email 
Exchange - Presidential and the WHO Shared Drive Search and Access Sets. All of the material 
proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-29644-F Records on the F.E. Warren Air Force 

Base Communication Outage in October 
2010 

77 assets 4 assets in 
whole; 18 

assets in part 

55 assets in whole; 18 
assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to the 
F.E. Warren Air Force Base Communication Outage in October 2010.  



 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to emails 
correspondence containing news clips and media highlights from October 27-31, 2010. These 
electronic records are from the Exchange Email - Presidential and Exchange Email - Other Search 
and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-33161-F Communications between John Podesta 

and the domains 
“americanprogress.org,” 
“americanprogressaction.org,” 
“wyssfoundation.org,” 
“wyssactionfund.org,” or “loreda.org” 
from December 1, 2013 to March 1, 
2015 

684 assets 358 assets in 
whole; 76 

assets in part 

250 assets in whole; 
76 assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
emails, communications, or correspondence in the email account of John Podesta sent or received 
from the domains “americanprogress.org,” “americanprogressaction.org,” “wyssfoundation.org,” 
“wyssactionfund.org,” or “loreda.org” from December 1, 2013 to March 1, 2015.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to email 
correspondence between John Podesta and individuals at the Center for American Progress (CAP). 
These electronic records are from the Email Exchange - Presidential and the White House Office 
(WHO) Shared Drive Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is 
unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-34129-F Communications between Ronald Klain 

and domains “americanprogress.org,” 
“americanprogressaction.org,” 
“wyssfoundation.org,” 
“wyssactionfund.org,” or “loreda.org” 

10 assets 6 assets in 
whole; 4 

assets in part 

4 assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
emails, communications, or correspondence in the email account of Robert Klain sent or received 
from the domains “americanprogress.org,” “americanprogressaction.org,” “wyssfoundation.org,” 
“wyssactionfund.org,” or “loreda.org” from January 1, 2009 to February 1, 2017. 
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to email 
messages between Ronald Klain and individuals at the Center for American Progress (CAP). These 



 

electronic records are from the Email Exchange - Other and Email Exchange - Presidential Search 
and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-39941-F Records related to James Allen Harnett 62 assets 44 assets in 

whole; 15 
assets in part 

3 assets in whole; 15 
assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to any 
files on James Allen Harnett.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to email 
correspondence to/from James Harnett about White House internships and submission forms for 
Application Programming Interface (API) access to the We the People petition platform. Contents 
also include email correspondence about scheduling appointments and tours. These electronic 
records are from the Email Exchange - Presidential Search and Access Set. All of the material 
proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-41795-F Records related to the President’s 

$50,000 expense account (3 USC § 102) 
99 assets 34 assets 65 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
President Obama’s personal expense reports from January 20, 2009 to January 20, 2017. This being 
the $50,000 per year allotted to presidential spending. The Barack Obama Presidential electronic 
records proposed for opening consist of email correspondence and files related to the President’s 
yearly allowance of $50,000 to assist in defraying expenses relating to or resulting from the 
discharge of his official duties (3 USC § 102). The bulk of the electronic records proposed for 
release are the Executive Office of the President Overview Fiscal Year Budget reports. These 
electronic records are from the Email Exchange - Presidential and the OA and WHO Shared Drives 
Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-60128-F Correspondence of the White House 

Military Office or the White House 
Chief of Staff related to the planning 
and logistics of President Obama’s trip 
to Hiroshima, Japan in May 2016 

489 assets 453 assets in 
whole; 23 

assets in part 

13 assets in whole; 23 
assets in part 

 



 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for documents from the 
White House Military Office and the White House Chief of Staff re: preparations and planning 
including advance team work for President Obama’s May 2016 trip to Hiroshima, Japan. 
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to email 
correspondence related to the planning and logistics of POTUS’ trip to Hiroshima, Japan in May 
2016. These electronic records are from the Exchange Email - Presidential Search and Access Set. 
All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-60198-F Records of President Obama’s visit to 

Hiroshima 
3 assets 3 assets in 

part 
3 assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
documents (paper or electronic) that discuss the historic nature of the President’s visit to Hiroshima. 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence related to a White House Medium post (https://medium.com/@WhiteHouse/asked-
and-answered-a-letter-home-on-hiroshima-b33c0ec2f41b#.vcirhgeqd). These electronic records are 
from the Email Exchange - Presidential Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for 
opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-04058-F Photos of Wounded Warriors tour at the 

White House on February 2, 2012 
147 assets 0 assets 147 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photos of the Wounded 
Warriors tour at the White House on February 2, 2012.  The Barack Obama Presidential Library 
electronic records proposed for opening include photographs of President Obama greeting Wounded 
Warriors and their families in the State Dining Room.  These materials are from the White House 
Photo System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-11184-F All photos of Ronnie Cho from January 

20, 2009 to January 20, 2017 
147 assets 0 assets 147 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all photos of Ronnie 
Cho, Associate Director of the Office of Public Engagement, from January 20, 2009, to January 20, 
2017.  The Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening include 
photographs of President Obama taking departure photos in the Oval Office with Ronnie Cho on 
April 29, 2010, and November 15, 2013.  There are also photos of President Obama participating in 



 

a Campus Champions of Change in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on March 15, 2012, 
and talking with Ronnie Cho in the Outer Oval Office on March 14, 2013.  These materials are from 
the White House Photo System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-12322-F Photos and videos from inside the White 

House on January 20, 2017 
701 assets; 4 
video clips 

1 asset 701 assets in whole; 4 
video clips 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photos and videos from 
inside the White House on January 20, 2017.  The Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic 
records proposed for opening include photographs of President Obama visiting the Oval Office for 
the last time.  There are photos of President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama greeting 
President-elect Donald Trump and Melanie Trump upon their arrival and hosting an inaugural tea.  
There are also photos of the Obamas bidding farewell to the Ushers Office and Residence staff.  
These materials are from the White House Photo System – Presidential Search and Access Set.  The 
Barack Obama Presidential Library audiovisual records proposed for opening in this segment 
includes footage of President Obama and Vice President Biden separately walking along the 
Colonnade.  There is also footage of The Obamas greeting the Trumps and the Bidens greeting the 
Pences upon arrival.  These records are from the White House Communications Agency. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-14742-F Photographs of President Obama and 

the First Lady attending a dinner in 
Paris on June 6, 2009 

11 assets 0 assets 11 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photos of President 
Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama attending a dinner at the restaurant “La Fountaine de 
Mars” in Paris on June 6, 2009.  The Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed 
for opening include photographs from that dinner.  These materials are from the White House Photo 
System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-18965-F Photographs of Aijan Djumaliev at an 

event at the White House on July 8, 
2014 

5 assets 0 assets 5 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photos of Aijan 
Djumaliev at a White house reception on July 8, 2014. The Barack Obama Presidential Library 
electronic records proposed for opening include photographs of President Barack Obama and First 
Lady Michelle Obama greeting Diplomatic Corps Reception guests in the Blue Room on July 8, 
2014.  These materials are from the White House Photo System – Presidential Search and Access 
Set. 



 

 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-21344-F Photographs and videos of Rabbi 

Marvin Hier meeting with President 
Obama 

243 assets  0 assets 243 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photos and videos of 
Rabbi Marvin Hier meeting with President Obama.  The requester provided three dates: March 7, 
2013, April 2015, and June 2015.  Photos were found for the March and June meetings.  No videos 
were identified.  The Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening 
include photographs of President Barack Obama meeting with Jewish leaders in the Roosevelt Room 
of the White House on March 7, 2013, and April 13, 2015.  These materials are from the White 
House Photo System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-21833-F Photographs of the Beliveau family 

from 2009-2015 
1,341 assets 57 assets 1,284 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photos of Emmett, 
Catherine, Maeve, and/or Agnes Beliveau from 2009 – 2015.  The Barack Obama Presidential 
Library electronic records proposed for opening include photographs from meetings in the Oval 
Office, the Situation Room, and elsewhere throughout the White House; on travel aboard Air Force 
One, Marine One, and Bright Star; from departure and award ceremonies; and of the Beliveau family 
visiting the White House.  These materials are from the White House Photo System – Presidential 
Search and Access Set. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
23-00026-P First Lady Michelle Obama hosted a 

Kids’ State Dinner at the White House 
from 2012 through 2016. Participants 
included children who won a healthy 
and affordable cooking contest. 

6,351 assets 22 assets 6,329 assets 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential Library has completed the systematic processing of a segment of the 
White House Photo Office collection. The Barack Obama Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs from the Kids’ State Dinners.  There are photos of the First Lady delivering 
remarks in the East Room and greeting participants in the Green Room; of each year’s 
performances; and of preparations made by the White House staff.  President Barack Obama joined 
each dinner from 2012 through 2015 for a surprise visit.  There are photos of President Obama 
delivering remarks and greeting the participants. 
 

### 



 

 

VIA EMAIL 
(PA 2026-022) 
 
February 9, 2026 
 
Anita Breckenridge, Robert Bauer, and Emily Blakemore 
Obama Foundation Office 
1250 24th Street 
Washington, DC 20037 
 
Dear Ms. Breckenridge, Mr. Bauer, and Ms. Blakemore: 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. 
§§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Obama’s representative, of our intent to open 
Obama Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests 
described in Attachment A.   
 
This material, consisting of 2,797 assets, 8,946 photographs, and 74 videos has been reviewed for 
the six PRA Presidential restrictive categories, including confidential communications requesting or 
submitting advice (P5) and material related to appointments to federal office (P2).  These records 
were also reviewed for all applicable FOIA exemptions.  As a result of this review, 1,949 assets, 80 
photographs, and 23 videos in whole and 246 assets and one video in part have been restricted.  
Therefore, NARA is proposing to open the remaining 602 assets, 8,866 photographs, and 50 videos 
in whole and 246 assets and one video in part that do not require closure under 44 U.S.C. § 2204.  A 
copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be provided to you upon your request.    

We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Obama 
Presidential records. Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working days 
from the date of this letter, which is May 5, 2026, unless the former or incumbent President requests 
a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a constitutionally based privilege, 
in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if you are able to complete your 
review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we 
will make this notice available to the public on the NARA website.



 

 

If you have any questions relating to this notification, please contact me at (202) 357-5091 or NARA 
General Counsel, Matt Dummermuth, at (202) 357-5145. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
KATHLEEN DILLON MCCLURE 
DIRECTOR 
Archival Operations Division 
 
Enclosure 
 



 

ATTACHMENT A 
 
 

Case Number Topic Material 
Processed 

Material 
Restricted 

Material Proposed 
for Opening 

22-16572-F[7] All photos and videos from White 
House and Camp David movie 
screenings 

13 videos 1 video 1 video in part; 12 
videos in whole 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all photos and videos 
from White House and Camp David movie screenings.  All photos for this FOIA were previously 
released in segment 1 of this FOIA.  Barack Obama Presidential Library audiovisual records 
proposed for opening in this segment include 6 video clips shot at the screenings of the Vice 
documentary “Fixing the System” on September 18, 2015, and 7 video clips from the “Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens” screening for military families on December 18, 2015.  These records are from 
the White House Communications Agency. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-16972-F[2] Beer Summit 758 assets 539 assets in 

whole; 89 
assets in part 

130 assets in whole; 
89 assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all records including 
briefing notes, transcripts, readouts, photographs, and any other records mentioning or related to the 
July 30, 2009, meeting between President Obama, Vice President Biden, Henry Louis Gates Jr., and 
James Crowley. This meeting has been referred to as the “Beer Summit.” 
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence, Pete Souza photo indexes, Obama Administration timeline of major events, letters 
from the general public, and White House tour guides compiled by staffers. The bulk of the 
electronic records proposed for release are related to email correspondence, White House tour guides 
compiled by staffers, and Pete Souza photo indexes. These electronic records are from the Email 
Exchange - Presidential, Email Exchange - Other, Email Exchange - SIP_044 and the CEA (Council 
of Economic Advisers), NSC (National Security Council), OA (Office of Administration), and WHO 
(White House Office) Shared Drives Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for 
opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-18749-F Records on General Michael Carey’s 

demotion 
8 assets 2 assets in 

whole; 2 
assets in part 

4 assets in whole; 2 
assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
General Michael Carey’s demotion by the President. The Barack Obama Presidential electronic 



 

records proposed for opening consists of news briefs and publicly released reports and papers. The 
bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are reports and news briefs related to General 
Michael Carey’s military discharge and retirement. These electronic records are from the NSC 
(National Security Council) and OA (Office of Administration) Shared Drive Search and Access 
Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-18751-F Records on the President’s Book of 

Secrets that President Obama was asked 
about in interviews 

68 assets 17 assets in 
whole; 3 

assets in part 

48 assets in whole; 3 
assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to the 
President’s Book of Secrets that President Obama was asked about in at least two interviews.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of WH gift receipts, 
media highlights, book orders and book inventories, and POTUS’ Michael Smerconish interview 
prep materials that contain publicly released news clippings and interview transcripts for previous 
Smerconish interviews. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to gift 
receipts, book orders, and book inventories. These electronic records are from the  OA (Office of 
Administration), PIAB (President's Intelligence Advisory Board), and WHO (White House Office) 
Shared Drives Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-21186-F Communication and meetings between 

President Obama and Illinois Attorney 
General Jim Ryan 

1 asset 1 asset in part 1 asset in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
communications and meetings between President Obama and Illinois Attorney General Jim Ryan.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of visitor logs. 
These electronic records are from the Worker and Visitor Entry System (WAVES)–Presidential  
Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-21305-F NSC staffer papers and memoranda 

about the People’s Republic of China 
44 assets 34 assets 10 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to papers 
and memorandums written by Jeffrey Bader, Daniel Russel, Evan Medeiros, or Ryan Hass regarding 
the People’s Republic of China. 
 



 

The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of press releases, 
publications, and presentations. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to 
Office of the Press Secretary press releases, and publications and presentations by Evan Medeiros. 
These electronic records are from the NSC (National Security Council) Shared Drive Search and 
Access Set. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-21458-F[7] All raw video footage captured by 

White House videographers 
57 videos 23 videos 34 videos 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all the raw video 
footage shot by White House Videographers Arun Chaudhary, Hope Hall, and any other official 
videographer working in the White House during the Obama Administration.  The Barack Obama 
Presidential Library records proposed for opening in this segment include footage from a St. 
Patrick’s Day Reception at the White House on March 17, 2009, and the groundbreaking of the 
White House Kitchen Garden on March 20, 2009.  There are a duplicate set of videos from the St. 
Patrick’s Day Reception.  These records are from the White House Communications Agency. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-27339-F Emails of Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel 

from January 20, 2009 to October 1, 
2010 about topics related to climate 

442 assets 425 assets in 
whole; 3 

assets in part 

14 assets in whole; 3 
assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to any 
email correspondence sent from the account of then-White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel 
between the dates of January 20, 2009 and October 1, 2010 that includes any of the following search 
terms: "climate bill," "climate legislation," "climate change legislation," "climate," "endangerment 
finding," "Lisa Jackson," or "Waxman-Markey."  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to Emanuel’s 
email related to climate change policy and the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. These electronic records 
are from the Exchange Email - Other,  Exchange Email - Presidential, and Exchange Email-
Presidential SIP_044 Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is 
unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-29599-F Records on aliens or UFOs in 

underwater bases 
3 assets 2 assets 1 asset 

 



 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to aliens 
or UFOs in underwater bases in the Pacific and Atlantic Ocean.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of a NASA News 
Summary for Tuesday, July 28, 2009. These electronic records are from the Email Exchange - 
Presidential and File Exchange - Presidential Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed 
for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-29638-F Records on aliens or UFOs in Lake 

Baikal 
1 asset 0 assets 1 asset 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to aliens 
or UFOs in Russian Lake Baikal.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence containing the NASA News Summary for Tuesday, July 28, 2009. This electronic 
record is from the Email Exchange - Presidential Search and Access Set. All of the material 
proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-29639-F Records on shapeshifting aliens in the 

White House 
48 assets 9 assets in 

part 
39 assets in whole; 9 

assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
shapeshifting alien in White House.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence and Morning Webtrends for March 26, 2013. The bulk of the electronic records 
proposed for release are related to email correspondence about the WIRED article “White House 
Can’t Afford Its Shapeshifting Alien Reptile Guards.” These electronic records are from the Email 
Exchange - Presidential and the WHO Shared Drive Search and Access Sets. All of the material 
proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-29644-F Records on the F.E. Warren Air Force 

Base Communication Outage in October 
2010 

77 assets 4 assets in 
whole; 18 

assets in part 

55 assets in whole; 18 
assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to the 
F.E. Warren Air Force Base Communication Outage in October 2010.  



 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to emails 
correspondence containing news clips and media highlights from October 27-31, 2010. These 
electronic records are from the Exchange Email - Presidential and Exchange Email - Other Search 
and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-33161-F Communications between John Podesta 

and the domains 
“americanprogress.org,” 
“americanprogressaction.org,” 
“wyssfoundation.org,” 
“wyssactionfund.org,” or “loreda.org” 
from December 1, 2013 to March 1, 
2015 

684 assets 358 assets in 
whole; 76 

assets in part 

250 assets in whole; 
76 assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
emails, communications, or correspondence in the email account of John Podesta sent or received 
from the domains “americanprogress.org,” “americanprogressaction.org,” “wyssfoundation.org,” 
“wyssactionfund.org,” or “loreda.org” from December 1, 2013 to March 1, 2015.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to email 
correspondence between John Podesta and individuals at the Center for American Progress (CAP). 
These electronic records are from the Email Exchange - Presidential and the White House Office 
(WHO) Shared Drive Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is 
unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-34129-F Communications between Ronald Klain 

and domains “americanprogress.org,” 
“americanprogressaction.org,” 
“wyssfoundation.org,” 
“wyssactionfund.org,” or “loreda.org” 

10 assets 6 assets in 
whole; 4 

assets in part 

4 assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
emails, communications, or correspondence in the email account of Robert Klain sent or received 
from the domains “americanprogress.org,” “americanprogressaction.org,” “wyssfoundation.org,” 
“wyssactionfund.org,” or “loreda.org” from January 1, 2009 to February 1, 2017. 
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to email 
messages between Ronald Klain and individuals at the Center for American Progress (CAP). These 



 

electronic records are from the Email Exchange - Other and Email Exchange - Presidential Search 
and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-39941-F Records related to James Allen Harnett 62 assets 44 assets in 

whole; 15 
assets in part 

3 assets in whole; 15 
assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to any 
files on James Allen Harnett.  
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to email 
correspondence to/from James Harnett about White House internships and submission forms for 
Application Programming Interface (API) access to the We the People petition platform. Contents 
also include email correspondence about scheduling appointments and tours. These electronic 
records are from the Email Exchange - Presidential Search and Access Set. All of the material 
proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-41795-F Records related to the President’s 

$50,000 expense account (3 USC § 102) 
99 assets 34 assets 65 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
President Obama’s personal expense reports from January 20, 2009 to January 20, 2017. This being 
the $50,000 per year allotted to presidential spending. The Barack Obama Presidential electronic 
records proposed for opening consist of email correspondence and files related to the President’s 
yearly allowance of $50,000 to assist in defraying expenses relating to or resulting from the 
discharge of his official duties (3 USC § 102). The bulk of the electronic records proposed for 
release are the Executive Office of the President Overview Fiscal Year Budget reports. These 
electronic records are from the Email Exchange - Presidential and the OA and WHO Shared Drives 
Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-60128-F Correspondence of the White House 

Military Office or the White House 
Chief of Staff related to the planning 
and logistics of President Obama’s trip 
to Hiroshima, Japan in May 2016 

489 assets 453 assets in 
whole; 23 

assets in part 

13 assets in whole; 23 
assets in part 

 



 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for documents from the 
White House Military Office and the White House Chief of Staff re: preparations and planning 
including advance team work for President Obama’s May 2016 trip to Hiroshima, Japan. 
 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence. The bulk of the electronic records proposed for release are related to email 
correspondence related to the planning and logistics of POTUS’ trip to Hiroshima, Japan in May 
2016. These electronic records are from the Exchange Email - Presidential Search and Access Set. 
All of the material proposed for opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
22-60198-F Records of President Obama’s visit to 

Hiroshima 
3 assets 3 assets in 

part 
3 assets in part 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
documents (paper or electronic) that discuss the historic nature of the President’s visit to Hiroshima. 
The Barack Obama Presidential electronic records proposed for opening consist of email 
correspondence related to a White House Medium post (https://medium.com/@WhiteHouse/asked-
and-answered-a-letter-home-on-hiroshima-b33c0ec2f41b#.vcirhgeqd). These electronic records are 
from the Email Exchange - Presidential Search and Access Sets. All of the material proposed for 
opening is unclassified. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-04058-F Photos of Wounded Warriors tour at the 

White House on February 2, 2012 
147 assets 0 assets 147 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photos of the Wounded 
Warriors tour at the White House on February 2, 2012.  The Barack Obama Presidential Library 
electronic records proposed for opening include photographs of President Obama greeting Wounded 
Warriors and their families in the State Dining Room.  These materials are from the White House 
Photo System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-11184-F All photos of Ronnie Cho from January 

20, 2009 to January 20, 2017 
147 assets 0 assets 147 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all photos of Ronnie 
Cho, Associate Director of the Office of Public Engagement, from January 20, 2009, to January 20, 
2017.  The Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening include 
photographs of President Obama taking departure photos in the Oval Office with Ronnie Cho on 
April 29, 2010, and November 15, 2013.  There are also photos of President Obama participating in 



 

a Campus Champions of Change in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on March 15, 2012, 
and talking with Ronnie Cho in the Outer Oval Office on March 14, 2013.  These materials are from 
the White House Photo System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-12322-F Photos and videos from inside the White 

House on January 20, 2017 
701 assets; 4 
video clips 

1 asset 701 assets in whole; 4 
video clips 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photos and videos from 
inside the White House on January 20, 2017.  The Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic 
records proposed for opening include photographs of President Obama visiting the Oval Office for 
the last time.  There are photos of President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama greeting 
President-elect Donald Trump and Melanie Trump upon their arrival and hosting an inaugural tea.  
There are also photos of the Obamas bidding farewell to the Ushers Office and Residence staff.  
These materials are from the White House Photo System – Presidential Search and Access Set.  The 
Barack Obama Presidential Library audiovisual records proposed for opening in this segment 
includes footage of President Obama and Vice President Biden separately walking along the 
Colonnade.  There is also footage of The Obamas greeting the Trumps and the Bidens greeting the 
Pences upon arrival.  These records are from the White House Communications Agency. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-14742-F Photographs of President Obama and 

the First Lady attending a dinner in 
Paris on June 6, 2009 

11 assets 0 assets 11 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photos of President 
Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama attending a dinner at the restaurant “La Fountaine de 
Mars” in Paris on June 6, 2009.  The Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed 
for opening include photographs from that dinner.  These materials are from the White House Photo 
System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-18965-F Photographs of Aijan Djumaliev at an 

event at the White House on July 8, 
2014 

5 assets 0 assets 5 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photos of Aijan 
Djumaliev at a White house reception on July 8, 2014. The Barack Obama Presidential Library 
electronic records proposed for opening include photographs of President Barack Obama and First 
Lady Michelle Obama greeting Diplomatic Corps Reception guests in the Blue Room on July 8, 
2014.  These materials are from the White House Photo System – Presidential Search and Access 
Set. 



 

 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-21344-F Photographs and videos of Rabbi 

Marvin Hier meeting with President 
Obama 

243 assets  0 assets 243 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photos and videos of 
Rabbi Marvin Hier meeting with President Obama.  The requester provided three dates: March 7, 
2013, April 2015, and June 2015.  Photos were found for the March and June meetings.  No videos 
were identified.  The Barack Obama Presidential Library electronic records proposed for opening 
include photographs of President Barack Obama meeting with Jewish leaders in the Roosevelt Room 
of the White House on March 7, 2013, and April 13, 2015.  These materials are from the White 
House Photo System – Presidential Search and Access Set. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
25-21833-F Photographs of the Beliveau family 

from 2009-2015 
1,341 assets 57 assets 1,284 assets 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for photos of Emmett, 
Catherine, Maeve, and/or Agnes Beliveau from 2009 – 2015.  The Barack Obama Presidential 
Library electronic records proposed for opening include photographs from meetings in the Oval 
Office, the Situation Room, and elsewhere throughout the White House; on travel aboard Air Force 
One, Marine One, and Bright Star; from departure and award ceremonies; and of the Beliveau family 
visiting the White House.  These materials are from the White House Photo System – Presidential 
Search and Access Set. 
 
 
Case Number Topic Material 

Processed 
Material 

Restricted 
Material Proposed 

for Opening 
23-00026-P First Lady Michelle Obama hosted a 

Kids’ State Dinner at the White House 
from 2012 through 2016. Participants 
included children who won a healthy 
and affordable cooking contest. 

6,351 assets 22 assets 6,329 assets 

 
The Barack Obama Presidential Library has completed the systematic processing of a segment of the 
White House Photo Office collection. The Barack Obama Presidential records proposed for opening 
include photographs from the Kids’ State Dinners.  There are photos of the First Lady delivering 
remarks in the East Room and greeting participants in the Green Room; of each year’s 
performances; and of preparations made by the White House staff.  President Barack Obama joined 
each dinner from 2012 through 2015 for a surprise visit.  There are photos of President Obama 
delivering remarks and greeting the participants. 
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