From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/12/2022 12:34:46 PM

To: ¥b) (6), (b) )(C) __E®)6). &) (XC)(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Cec: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>

Subject: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

(b) (8). (b) (7)(C)

in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209,
Executive Order 13489, and NARA s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on behalf of the
Department of Justice and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is
seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent President's request, and
may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the urgency of
this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing access to
the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain information
classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
garym.stern(@nara.gov
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From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/14/2022 09:23:40 AM

To: () (6), (b) (7)(C) ) ©). &) (CIR(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Cec: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

please let us know whether, and if so, when you would like to come to review these records, before we provide access to the
FBI?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGARIY (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

NATIONAI
ARCHIVES

no*Taoa

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209,
Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on behalf of the
Department of Justice and the FBL, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is
seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent President's request, and
may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the urgency of
this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing access
to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain information
classified at least up to the level of TS/SCTI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICHDIU®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stern@nara. gov
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From: 3b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent time: 04/14/2022 10:21:12 AM
To: Gary Stern <garym stem@nara.gov>
Cec: (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)E(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) ; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration
Gary,
We’re working through that. But we have at least until next Tuesday, correct?
Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 9:24 AM, Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:

please let us know whether, and if so, when you would like to come to review these records, before we provide
access to the FBI?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cel)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov=> wrote:
B in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§
2201-2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House
requested, on behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from
Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days
after the date of the incumbent President's request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their
Teview.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the
urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior
to our providing access to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I
(given that the boxes contain information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.
15bRR002157



Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara.gov

noTon
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From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/14/2022 10:25:50 AM

To: (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)E(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Cc: ; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Yes, correct. Thanks

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 10:21 AM QIGNQIYIR <(QIGNEOIUIS) wrote:
Gary.

We’re working through that. But we have at least until next Tuesday, correct?

Thanks

(b) (6), (6) (7)(C)

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 9:24 AM, Gary Stern <garym.sterm(@nara.gov> Wrote:

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

provide access to the FBI?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RN (<)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0203 (fax)

garym. StCl’ll‘@ nara.gov

please let us know whether, and if so, when you would like to come to review these records, before we
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On Tue, Apr 12,2022 at 12:34 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§
2201-2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House
requested, on behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from
Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days
after the date of the incumbent President's request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their
review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of
the urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes
prior to our providing access to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at
Archives I (given that the boxes contain information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

noTaQ
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From: 3b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent time: 04/18/2022 08:54:14 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym stem@nara.gov>

Cc: (b) (6). (b) (7)C)E(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) ; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Gary and John,

Two items on this request.

Today, I asked QEQEQIUIRY for an extension on the 7-day clock. I thought it would expedite things to go to him directly. While
that request is pending, can you please not release anything tomorrow? I expect we will know on the extension before COB
tomorrow.

Also, President Trump has retained QEQNORIGIEY (o represent him in this matter. Can you please allow her to correspond with you
and provide President Trump’s determinations on any privilege issues just as you have allowed [ZEEQIER and RICHERIER 1
am designating her first that purpose.

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 10:26 AM, Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

Yes, correct. Thanks

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RIGARIU® (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

7 -
e
e
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On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 10:21 AM[QIGAQIUES {(QIGNEOIU®) wrote:
Gary.

We’re working through that. But we have at least until next Tuesday, correct?
Thanks
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent from my iPhone
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On Apr 14, 2022, at 9:24 AM, Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

b) (6), (b) (7)(C . . .
(O ©- O please let us know whether, and if so, when you would like to come to review these records,

before we provide access to the FBI?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

noToe

On Tue, Apr 12,2022 at 12:34 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
BRI in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended,
44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44,
yesterday the White House requested, on behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBI, access to
the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is seeking to review
the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent President's
request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period.
However, in light of the urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if
you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing access to the FBI next week. If so, we
can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain information
classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cl)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov
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From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/19/2022 09:35:14 AM

To: (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)E(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Cec: s(Db) (6), (b) (7)(C) ; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

we will certainly wait to hear from iRl on the extension, and will not provide any access until then. And we will be happy
to work with g on this request: jjjjififhad already introduced us to her re the House Oversight Committee request, so we
assume you are designating her for that request as well?

With respect to this request, does have the necessary security clearances to review the records in the boxes, assuming she
plans to conduct such a review?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
: | (cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

~ 5

On Mon, Apr 18, 2022 at 8:54 PM [RIDEOIUE {OIGNOIU®) wrote:

Gary and John,
Two items on this request.

Today. I asked (R for an extension on the 7-day clock. I thought it would expedite things to o to him directly. While
that request is pending, can you please not release anything tomorrow? I expect we will know on the extension before COB
tomorrow.

Also, President Trump has retained QEGEORISY to represent him in this matter. Can you please allow her to correspond with
you and provide President Trump’s determinations on any privilege issues just as you have allowed [JIHGIEE and Sl

I 1 am designating her first that purpose.

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 10:26 AM, Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:

Yes, correct. Thanks
15bRR002164
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General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICHOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

noTae

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 10:21 AM QIGHOIGI®) (VIONOINI(®) wrote:

Gary,
We’re working through that. But we have at least until next Tuesday, correct?

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 9:24 AM, Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

RICARIGI® |casc let us know whether, and if so, when you would like to come to review these records,
before we provide access to the FBI?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

roTaQ

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended,
44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R.
1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on behalf of the Department of Justice ’?quatrbﬁoz 165
FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is




seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the
incumbent President's request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their
review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period.
However, in light of the urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if
you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing access to the FBI next week. If so, we
can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain information
classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICHOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

noTaon
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From: John Laster <john laster@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/21/2022 04:14:15 PM

To: (b) (6), (b) (/)C)f) €. ©) "XCH(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Cec: GaryM Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=;[DIGNDIUNS {QIGNOIW(®nara sov=-{{HIGNB TN (@nara.gov>
Subject: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive
Order 13489, and NARA s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, the White House has requested. on behalf of the Department of
Justice and the FBI access to eight pages of Trump Presidential records from the files of {{9)R(S)M{)X¥A(®)]
B 1t concen records related to boxes that were recently shipped from Mar-a-Lago to NARA.

(b) (6). () (7)C) . . . o .
please note that these eight pages were included in the Trump Presidential records that you approved us to provide to il
I i rcsponse to a special access request from the Biden Administration (September 15, 2021 email from you to RN

Each of you will shortly receive a link from me to download the requested records. The password is 6b62YCGC.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the stated
urgency of this matter, we request that you complete your review in seven calendar days.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

John

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C )W)

john.laster@nara.gov
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From: (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent time:  04/28/2022 03:34:29 PM

To: John Laster <john laster@nara.gov=;[QIGNOIU® {HIHROIHI®) : Evan Corcoran {{(JXO) (I ITA(®))
Cc: GaryM Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=;[DIGNDIUIS {QIGNOIW(®nara sov=; [(HIONEOIHNIG) (@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

Hello everyone,

I hope you are well. I wanted to introduce you to Evan Corcoran who now represents President Trump in this
matter.
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 8 . . ) , -
vill be sending an email to authorize Evan's ability to access records shortly.

John, do you mind jumping on a quick call with us sometime before 5? It should only take about 15 minutes.

(C)

Office:

(b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

This electronic message transmission contains information from the law firm [N NANGI that may be confidential or privileged. The information is
intended solely for the recipient and use by any other party 1s not authorized. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying,
distribution or use of the contents of this transmission 1s prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error. please notify us immediately at the
above listed number or by electronic mail.

From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 4:14 PM

0 0.0 0CRb) (©). () ()

Cc: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>;
(b) (6(b) (6), (b) @nara,gov>
Subject: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)H ld

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C

<

—_~

(b) (8), (b) (7)(C)
nara.gov>; (XIS

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive
Order 13489, and NARA s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, the White House has requested, on behalf of the Department of
Justice and the FBL access to eight pages of Trump Presidential records from the files of{{9)R(S)M{)X¥A(®))
. (1t concem records related to boxes that were recently shipped from Mar-a-Lago to NARA.

(b) (6), (D) (7)(C),

please note that these eight pages were included in the Trump Presidential records that you approved us to provide to il
I i response to a special access request from the Biden Administration (September 15, 2021 email from you to RN

Each of you will shortly receive a link from me to download the requested records. The password is 6b62YCGC.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the stated
urgency of this matter, we request that you complete your review in seven calendar days.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

John

15bRR002168



John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

©

john.laster(@nara.gov
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From: John Laster <john laster@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/28/2022 03:46:25 PM

To: (b) (6), (0) (TXC)E&(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Ce: (b) (6). (b) (7)C)E(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) : Evan Corcoran {(YXGNIIA(®) ; GaryM Stem <garym stem@nara.gov=>:
c. (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)E(D) (6), (b) (7)C)REIERIYER(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (@nara.gov=
Subject: Re: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

Will 4:15 work for you and Evan? If so, please feel fiee to call me at{QEQNOIGIE)

John

On Thu, Apr 28, 2022 at 3:34 PM[QIONOIG® (XN EXGI®)] wrote:

Hello everyone,

I hope you are well. I wanted to introduce you to Evan Corcoran who now represents President Trump in this
matter.

(6) (6). () (O , ) _ o
-vﬂl be sending an email to authorize Evan's ability to access records shortly.

John, do you mind jumping on a quick call with us sometime before 5? It should only take about 15 minutes.

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

This electronic message transmission contains information from the law ﬁrm that may be confidential or privileged. The information 1s
intended solely for the recipient and use by any other party is not authorized. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying,
distribution or use of the contents of this transmission 1s prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please notify us immediately at the
above listed number or by electronic mail.

From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 4:14 PM
b

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)IGhEIR:tie

Subject: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)1b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive
Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, the White House has requested, on behalf of the Department of
Justice and the FBL access to eight pages of Trump Presidential records from the files of (XN IH(S)

I (1t concen records related to boxes that were recently shipped from Mar-a-Lago to
NARA.

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

D) (6). (o}

please note that these eight pages were included in the Trump Presidential records that you approved us to provide to
in response to a special access request from the Biden Administration (September 15, 2021 email from you to i NE.

(D) (6). (D)

Each of you will shortly receive a link from me to download the requested records. The password is 6b62YCGC.

15bRR002170



Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the stated
urgency of this matter, we request that you complete your review in seven calendar days.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

John

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

©

john.laster(@nara.gov

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

©

john.laster(@nara.gov
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From: 2(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent time: 04/28/2022 03:48:17 PM

To: John Laster <john laster@nara.gov>

Ce: (b) (6). (b) (7)C)E(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) : Evan Corcoran {(YXGNIIA(®) ; GaryM Stem <garym stem@nara.gov=>:
(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)EEtRBTEH(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (@nara.gov=

Subject: Re: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

Works for me.

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

This electronic message transmission contains information from the law fi.nn that may be confidential or privileged. The information is
intended solely for the recipient and use by any other party is not authorized. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying,
distribution or use of the contents of this transmission 1s prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please notify us immediately at the
above listed number or by electronic mail.

From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2022 3:46 PM
i3 (D) (6), (b) (T)(C)EE(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[@A(D) (6), (b) (TNC)E(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)
<garym.stern@nara.gov>; QACMOIUI®
Subject: Re: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

GaryM Stern
@nara.gov>

(b) (6). (b) (7XC)|

Will 4:15 work for you and Evan? If so, please feel fiee to call me at{Qd

John

On Thu, Apr 28, 2022 at 3:34 PM[QICHQIU® {(OXCNOIGN®)] wiote:

Hello everyone,
I hope you are well. I wanted to introduce you to Evan Corcoran who now represents President Trump in this
matter.

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) I . . . e
vill be sending an email to authorize Evan's ability to access records shortly.

John, do you mind jumping on a quick call with us sometime before 5? It should only take about 15 minutes.

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

This electronic message transmission contains information from the law firm ((SJR()M()XTA(®)] that may be confidential or privileged. The information is
intended solely for the recipient and use by any other party 1is not authorized. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure. copying,
distribution or use of the contents of this transmission 1s prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, plegs@&ﬁ 0351 Z&mediately at the



above listed number or by electronic mail.

From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 4:14 PM

e 0.0 (CR(b) (6). (6) (7)(C)

Cc: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>;

(MOROIN@®) @nara.gcov>

Subject: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
RS

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive
Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, the White House has requested, on behalf of the Department of
Justice and the FBL access to eight pages of Trump Presidential records from the files of ()X M()XTA(®)]

I (1t concen records related to boxes that were recently shipped from Mar-a-Lago to
NARA.

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
), (b) (7)(C)

y(0) (8), (b) (7)(C)
3(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)RETERTIA(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6

please note that these eight pages were included in the Trump Presidential records that you approved us to provide to |l
I i response to a special access request from the Biden Administration (September 15. 2021 email from you to SN

Each of you will shortly receive a link from me to download the requested records. The password is 6b62YCGC.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the stated
urgency of this matter, we request that you complete your review in seven calendar days.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

John

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(b) (8), (b) (7)(C){W]

john laster(@nara.gov

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)HW)]

john.laster@nara.gov

15bRR002173



From: Evan Corcoran ()X M()XTA(®))

Sent time: 04/28/2022 03:50:40 PM

To: John Laster <john laster@nara.gov=>

Ce: s(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)Rb) (6). (b) (7XC)E(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) : GaryM Stem <garym stem@nara.gov=>; (QIONIG(®
. (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)REIeRLy=— (D) (6), (b) (7)(C) @nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

Sounds good.

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 28, 2022, at 3:47 PM, John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov> wrote:

Will 4:15 work for you and Evan? If so, please feel free to call me at(QEGMCRIS)

John

On Thu, Apr 28, 2022 at 3:34 PM [QICHQIEE <DICNOIWS) wrote:

Hello everyone,

I hope you are well. I wanted to introduce you to Evan Corcoran who now represents President
Trump in this matter.

AR will be sending an email to authorize Evan's ability to access records shortly.

John, do you mind jumping on a quick call with us sometime before 5? It should only take about 15
minutes.

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Office:

(b) (6), (b) (7X(C)

This electronic message transmission contains information from the law ﬁrm that may be confidential or privileged. The
information 1s intended solely for the recipient and use by any other party is not authorized. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that
any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this transmission is prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in
error, please notify us immediately at the above listed number or by electronic mail.

From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 4:14 PM

IAA©) ©). ©) (CR(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Cc: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>;

(MONEOINI® @nara.gcov>

Subject: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

(b) (8). (b) (7XC (b) (6). (®) (7)(C)
R R

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.$20RR@022 (4 -

b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(6), (b) (/)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C
2(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

)
nara.gov>; ((SNCIN(IE(®)




) (6), (b) (7)(C)

2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, the White House has requested, on
behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBI, access to eight pages of Trump Presidential records from the files

Wi(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) , that concern records related to

boxes that were recently shipped from Mar-a-Lago to NARA.

please note that these eight pages were included in the Trump Presidential records that you approved us to
provide to IQHONGI® in response to a special access request from the Biden Administration (September 15, 2021

email from you to QEQHOIGIC)

Each of you will shortly receive a link from me to download the requested records. The password is 6b62YCGC.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the
stated urgency of this matter, we request that you complete your review in seven calendar days.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

John

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

©

john.laster(@nara.gov

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

©

john.laster(@nara.gov

15bRR002175



From: (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent time: 04/28/2022 04:08:02 PM

To: Evan Corcoran <{{QYONOIHI®)
Ce. John Laster <john laster@nara.gov=: [DIGNDIUIS {BDICROIWS): GaryM Stem <garym stern@nara.gov=: [DIGEOIUIS)
(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)[iEte®23=R”(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) @nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Special access request for Trump Presidential records
Sorry if this email is late.
Gary and John,
(b) (6). (b) (7XC

President Trump has retained Evan Corcoran and I am authorizing him to act as a rep for PRA purposes, just as for |l

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent from my 1iPhone

On Apr 28, 2022, at 3:50 PM, Evan Corcoran <{{9)R(JM{)X¥A(®)) wrote:

Sounds good.

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 28, 2022, at 3:47 PM, John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov> wrote:

Will 4:15 work for you and Evan? If so, please feel fiee to call me at[QECNCI(S)

John

On Thu, Apr 28, 2022 at 3:34 PMQICHQIUE (XGOS wrote:
Hello everyone,

I hope you are well. I wanted to introduce you to Evan Corcoran who now represents
President Trump in this matter.

6 7)C R . . . -
RS i1l be sending an email to authorize Evan's ability to access records shortly.

John, do you mind jumping on a quick call with us sometime before 5? It should only
take about 15 minutes.

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Office:

(WIONX(®)
15bRR002176



This electronic message transmission contains information from the law firm[{(JYG NS that may be confidential
or privileged. The information 1s intended solely for the recipient and use by any other party 1is not authorized. If you are not
the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure. copying, distribution or use of the contents of this transmission is
prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please notify us immediately at the above listed number or

by electronic mail.

From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 4:14 PM

Y () (6). 0) (TXC)E(D) (6

Cc: GaryM Stern <garym.stern
RIGKOIW®) nara.gov>

Subject: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

(b) (6), (b) (7XC) b) (6). (b) (7 XC),
R -

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C.
§§ 2201-2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, the White
House has requested, on behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBL access to eight pages of
Trump Presidential records from the files of (XS N(QXWI(®)

B () concemn records related to boxes that were recently shipped from Mar-a-
Lago to NARA.

(©)©). ©Y () please note that these eight pages were included in the Trump Presidential records that you

approved us to provide to[QUQNRIWIRY in response to a special access request from the Biden
Administration (September 15, 2021 email from you to QEGEOIGISY

Each of you will shortly receive a link from me to download the requested records. The password
1s 6b62YCGC.

Executive Order 13489 and NARAs regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However,
in light of the stated urgency of this matter, we request that you complete your review in seven calendar
days.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

John

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C){E@)

john.laster(@nara.gov

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division

National Archives and Records Administration

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)[@)]

john laster(@nara.gov 15bRR002177




From: Evan Corcoran {QIQNOIVIG)

Sent time: 04/29/2022 05:55:01 PM

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
() (6), (0) (M(C)B(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) §(b) ©). ) (CR(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)B(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Ce: RIGABIGI®)] @who.cop.gov>: [DIGNOIGIE®) ED) (6, (0) (7)(C) Lp by (6), () (1)(C)

JOIGNOXQI®) who.cop.gov>; John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Special Access Request
Attachments: 2022-04-29 NARA Letter.pdf

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, | am happy to discuss at your convenience.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran
Partner

THOMPSON

Satverman Thamgsea Shetkin White

400 East Pratt Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

direct QIGNOIUIS ‘ main QIGHOIUIS | fvd () (6). (b) (7)(C)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002178



B02204-29 NARA Leser gl

i A Limited Liability Company : ’ ,
SILXZE RM AN 400 East Pratt Street — Suite 900 Writer D'g;;%;"r;‘;n
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
THOMPSON | i 5
(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

Facsimile

Silverman Thompson Slutkin White silvermanthompson.com
Baltimore | Towson New York Washington, DC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
April 29, 2022
Via Electronic Mail
Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

Re:  Special Access Request From Incumbent Administration
Dear Mr. Stern:

I have recently been retained by President Donald J. Trump in connection with certain Presidential
records maintained by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).

T understand that on April 11, 2022, President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. made a special access request
pursuant to 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44, seeking that NARA make available to the U.S. Department of
Justice 15 boxes of Presidential records of President Donald J. Trump. As you know, the
Presidential Records Act of 1978 (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive Order
13489, and NARA'’s regulations, provide a former President (or his representative) the right to
access Presidential records prior to NARA making them available to a requestor. This right of
access is important because it allows the former President to determine whether any of the
documents are subject to executive privilege. It is critically important to the institution of the
Presidency that a former President be allowed to review requested Presidential documents and,
where appropriate, to assert a claim of constitutionally based privilege.

We have requested the ability to review the documents. That review is necessary in order to
ascertain whether any specific document is subject to privilege. We would respectfully request that
you restrict access to the documents until we have had the opportunity to review the documents
and to consult with President Donald J. Trump so that he may personally make any decision to
assert a claim of constitutionally based privilege. See 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(d).

As you are aware, a former President ordinarily has 30 days within which to review requested
records. That period has not been provided. The review here will require coordination with the
Department of Justice. We have proposed ideas to facilitate that process, but no agreed upon
process has yet been determined. It is also our understanding that, because of the volume of

15bRR002179



023-04-29 NARA Lo 3

Gary M. Stern
April 29, 2022
Page Two

materials contained in the boxes, it will take approximately one week to complete our review, once
we are granted access. After that review, we will consult with President Donald J. Trump.

In terms of timing, we are working closely with the Department of Justice and the White House so
that we can be in a position to review the documents in a timely manner. This type of
accommodation process has been expressly encouraged by the judiciary.

Especially given the need to coordinate review with the Department of Justice, we request that you
adjust any applicable time period and give us the additional time needed for our review and
consultation. See 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(g) (“The Archivist may adjust any time period or deadline
under this subpart, as appropriate, to accommodate records requested under this section.”).

If you decline to provide us the needed time to review these documents, please consider this letter
a protective assertion of executive privilege made by counsel for the former President. That
protective assertion of executive privilege would extend to all documents involved. This protective
assertion ensures that President Donald J. Trump will be able — consistent with his constitutional
duties and the statutory framework — to make a final decision whether to assert privilege following
a full review of the materials. See Protective Assertion of Executive Privilege, 20 Op. O.L.C. at 1.

Thank you for considering this request.

With best regards,

b lpsr

M. Evan Corcoran

ce John Laster
National Archives
and Records Administration
via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
The White House
via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

via electronic mai

15bRR002180



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/29/2022 06:12:48 PM

To: Evan Corcoran {GIQNOIOIG)
() (6), (b) (N(C)R(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) §(b) (6), (b) (1)(C)(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)H(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Ce: RIGABIGI®)] @who.cop.cov>; [DIGNOIGIE®) ED) (6), () (7)(C) L amm) (6), (by (71)(C)

JOIONOIQI® who.cop.gov>; John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request

Evan, I am in receipt of your letter, and will respond in due course.

Sincerely,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(b) (6), (b) (NC)EII

301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

no*Ton

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM Evan Corcoran {(QXONOIQI(®) wrote:

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, | am happy to discuss at your convenience.

With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

15bRR002181



THOMPSON

Satvarman Thamguea Shaikin White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct QIONOIGI® | main QICNOIYIS! | f:x QICNOIGIO)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002182



From: Evan Corcoran {QIQNOIVIG)

Sent time: 05/01/2022 03:41:04 PM

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>; [QIONOIUS {GICHOIVICHEEEEEE : CIRI0IKE OICHOIVE): DICKRIVE
Ce: QICHOIVCIEEE . OO OIONOIGIGNE v ho-cop.cov=; (DIONOIGIG I
RICHRIGI® who.cop.gov>
Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Attachments: 2022-05-01 NARA Letter.pdf

Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran
Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgsss Sheikin White

400 East Pratt Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

direct[QIONOIQI®) | main RIONOIYIS | fxx QICNOIGIC)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002183



2022-05-01 NARA Letter.pdf

A Limited Liability Company
400 East Pratt Street — Suite 900

Facsimile &)

THOMPSON ?:.';‘;;2;2’2
6), 7)(C

Silverman Thompson Slutkin White silvermanthompson.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Via Electronic Mail

Mr. Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

Baltimore | Towson | New York | Washington, DC

May 1, 2022

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740

Writer's Direct Contact:

Evan Corcoran
BICKOIUIS)

CICNOIVI®)

Re:  April 11,2022, Special Access Request From Incumbent Administration

Dear Mr. Stern:

I write to follow up on my April 29, 2022, letter.

That letter sets forth President Donald J. Trump’s personal decision. It was sent to you after
consultation with him on the matters discussed therein and sets forth his position on those matters.

Accordingly, the letter satisfies the requirement in 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(d) that “[t]he incumbent
or former President must personally make any decision to assert a claim of constitutionally based
privilege against disclosing a Presidential record or a reasonably segregable portion of it.”

Please let me know if you need any additional information regarding this claim of privilege.

cc: Mr. John Laster
National Archives
and Records Administration
via electronic mail

With best regards,

b lrsn

M. Evan Corcoran

15bRR002184



2022-05-01 NARA Letter.pdf

Mr. Gary M. Stern
May 1, 2022
Page Two

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
The White House
via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

via electronic mai

15bRR002185



From: Evan Corcoran {QIQNOIVIG)

Sent time: 05/01/2022 03:49:09 PM

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>; [QIONOIUS {GICHOIVICHEEEEEE : CIRI0IKE OICHOIVE): DICKRIVE
Ce: (b) (6), (b) (M)(C) ____[CAEREREREG(D) (6), (0) (N(C) ______B(b) (6), (0) (7)(C) RELEHIEEREH(D) (6), (b) (N(C) |
RICHRIGI® who.cop.gov>
Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Attachments: 2022-05-01 NARA Letter (2).pdf

Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran
Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgsss Sheikin White

400 East Pratt Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

direct[QIONOIQI®) | main RIONOIYIS | fxx QICNOIGIC)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002186
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022-05-01 NARA Letter (

2

7E R\ I H\\* A Limited Liability Company - i :
S IL \ V1A 400 East Pratt Street — Suite 900 bttt i

Evan Corcoran

THOMPSON Teerone QIS 0) 6). &) (DNC) ]

Facsimile [QACNCIGI®
Silverman Thompson Slutkin White silvermanthompson.com

Baltimore | Towson | New York | Washington, DC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

May 1, 2022

Via Electronic Mail

Mr. Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

Re:  Aprl 11, 2022, Special Access Request From Incumbent Administration
Dear Mr. Stern:

I understand that NARA provided incumbent President Joseph R. Biden Jr. with an index to
documents in the 15 boxes of Presidential documents subject to the April 11, 2022, special
access request. Please provide me — on behalf of former President Donald J. Trump — that index.

Thank you for your attention to this request.

With best regards,

bl

M. Evan Corcoran

ce: Mr. John Laster
National Archives
and Records Administration
via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

WIOROIN(®
The White House
via electronic mail

15bRR002187



2022-05-01 NARA Letter (2).pdf

Mr. Gary M. Stern
April 29, 2022
Page Two

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

via electronic mail

15bRR002188



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/02/2022 05:51:50 PM

To: Evan Corcoran

John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>; (RIGNOIGIS {OICHOIGICHEEEEEE : CINOINGE {OIONOIWI®); Hannah Bergman

Cc:
¢ <Hannah.Bergman(@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request
Evan, I am responding to your May 1, 2022, letter requesting that NARA provide you with an inventory of the 15 boxes that

NARA received from President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence. Please note that NARA has shared the inventory with the
Department of Justice, but has not shared it with the White House.

The Department of Justice has advised NARA that we may provide you with read-only access to the inventory. Accordingly, we
can make arrangements for you to review the inventory at one of our buildings in the Washington, DC area. If you are coming
from Baltimore, we can meet at our College Park facility; alternatively, we can meet at our Main Archives Building at 700
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, in Washington, DC.

Please feel free to call me, at(QEQHONGI® if you would like to discuss the logistics of this review.

Sincerely,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740

(b) (6), (B) (NC)EII

301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

no*Ton

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 3:50 PM Evan Corcoran {(YNONOIQI(®) wrote:

Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran
15bRR002189



Partner

THOMPSON

Sitvarman Thomgiss Shelln White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct RISERIES | main RISHCIO | f:x QICNOIAS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002190



From: Evan Corcoran {QIQNOIVIG)

Sent time: 05/05/2022 04:26:06 PM

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
RGNS 0+ ho op eov~< DTG NO TGS I -DICNOIGISN o <o <o+ RIGIRIES
Ce: RICKOIYI®] who.cop.gov>; jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>; [DEEQIGIS)
OICICIVICOEEEEEEE : CIONOIVCIOIGONOIQI®); John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Attachments: 2022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

Gary:

Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran
Partner

THOMPSON

Sitvarman Thomgiss Sheikln White
400 East Pratt Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
JRR .0 COJ® © O C I ©. 5 )
| www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002191



2022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

THOMP S ON Baltimore, Maryland 21202 10385 2908
Telephone (QEGNEOIVI®)
() ©): 0) (NC)

A Limited Liability Company

400 East Pratt Street — Suite 900 Writer's Direct Contact:

Evan Corcoran

Facsimile @)

Silverman Thompson Slutkin White silvermanthompson.com

Baltimore | Towson | New York | Washington, DC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

May 5, 2022

Via Electronic Mail

Mr. Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

Re:  April 11,2022, Special Access Request From Incumbent Administration
Dear Mr. Stern:

I write to offer a proposal to speed review by representatives of former President Donald J.
Trump of the 15 boxes of Presidential documents subject to the April 11, 2022, special access
request made by incumbent President Joseph R. Biden Jr. on behalf of the U.S. Department of
Justice.

As I understand the circumstances, NARA has set ground rules for the review as follows:

e Although NARA has in the past scanned Presidential documents so that they can be
reviewed remotely, these specific documents have not been digitized and must be
reviewed in person in a sensitive compartmented information facility (SCIF) located at
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC;

e In order to be granted access to review any classified documents, a representative of the
former President must have an active security clearance at a level commensurate with
those specific documents;

e The former President’s current NARA representatives who possess this level of
clearance may not participate in this review;

e While the documents are being reviewed, representatives of NARA and the U.S.
Department of Justice will be present;

e Representatives of the former President will only be allowed limited note taking about
any document marked as classified.

15bRR002192



022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

2

Mr. Gary M. Stern
May 5, 2022
Page Two

I have two proposals that would speed review. First, I propose that there be three representatives
of the former President involved in the review. QIQNOIQI® my associate, and I would

review all documents that are not marked classified. Another representative — yet-to-be identified
— would review classified documents.

Second, I propose that we receive two versions of the NARA index to these documents. One
version would be redacted to the satisfaction of officials at the U.S. Department of Justice. That
version would be provided to and me. We would be able to keep that redacted
version of the index. The second version, unredacted, would be provided to the yet-to-be
identified representative of the former President (who possesses an active security clearance), on
a “read only” basis during his or her review of the documents.

I hope that these 1deas are helpful to your consideration of the logistics involved. Our goal is to
move expeditiously to complete review of these documents in a timely manner once we have a
team of representatives who are granted access to the documents. We also understand and
appreciate the need to accommodate the interests of other stakeholders involved.

Thank you for considering this request.
With best regards,

b lpn

M. Evan Corcoran

cc: Mr. John Laster
National Archives
and Records Administration
via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

The White House
via electronic mail

Mr. Jay Bratt

Chief, Counterintelligence and
Export Control Section

U.S. Department of Justice

via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

via electronic mail

15bRR002193



From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/13/2022 07:04:27 PM

To: Evan Corcoran {QIGNOIOI®)
Subject: Re: Special Access Request

FYI

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM Evan Corcoran {(QXONOXQI(®) wrote:

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, | am happy to discuss at your convenience.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Satvarman Thomgsaa Shebin White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct RISHRIE® | main RISHCIO | f:x QICAOIAS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division

National Archives and Records Administration

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

QIGNOIYI® (c)

. 15bRR002194
john.laster(@nara.gov
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From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Sent time: 04/04/2022 11:23:08 AM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Subject: Request for Access to Boxes

Attachments: Unclass_ LHM_CDIIU-0134-22_signed.pdf
Gary:

Attached is the LHM that the FBI has prepared requesting access to the 15 boxes and requesting a 7-day turnaround. Do you

also want us to send this to (JXE@NOXGI(GIM or will you do so? Thanks.

Jay

Jay I. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov

15bRR002196



4-22 signed.pdf

Unclass LHM_CDIIU-013

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply. Please Refer to LHM: CDIIU-0134-22 April 4, 2022

To:  Jay Bratt
Chief
Counterintelligence and Export Control Section
National Security Division
U.S. Department of Justice

i (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

ederal Bureau of Investigation

Subj: (U//FOUO) Request for access to the contents of fifteen boxes of presidential records
received by the National Archives and Records Administration in February 2022.

(U//FOUO) Assistance is requested from the National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) to review records in its possession related to a referral sent to the Department of Justice
(DOJ) in February 2022. Among other information, NARA related these boxes contained

unclassified and classified documents and arrived in their possession on or around January 18,
2022.

(U//FOUOQ) In order to facilitate the review of the records currently in NARA's possession. the
FBI seeks DOJ assistance to coordinate this request with NARA. Section 2205(20)(b) of Title 44
of the United States Code permits an incumbent President to seek access to presidential records
otherwise restricted from public access “if such records contain information that is needed for the
conduct of current business of the incumbents President’s office.” Consistent with past practice,

the FBI requests DOJ coordination with White House Counsel on this matter. '

Page 1 of 2

UNCLASSIFIED/FOUO
15bRR002197



gned.pdf

Unclass LHM CDITU-0134-22 si

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

(U//FOUO) FBI personnel accessing the requested records will have the proper clearances to
facilitate the review of the same. Further, to allow the FBI to maintain the records, the FBI requests

NARA retain the originals and provide copies of all records within seven (7) days from the date
of the incumbent President’s request.

(U//FOUO) The FBI appreciates NARA’s assistance in this matter. The
Division points of contact for this matter are [{§) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) o) 010

Page 2 of 2

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/04/2022 12:04:00 PM
To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: Request for Access to Boxes

I will give you a call in a few minutes to discuss, before we move forward on this -- or let me know when you're free?

Thanks,

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

flvhal t]7)

On Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 11:24 AM Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary:

Attached is the LHM that the FBI has prepared requesting access to the 15 boxes and requesting a 7-day turnaround. Do you

also want us to send this to (YOO IGI(®) or will you do so? Thanks.

Jay

Jay I. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002199
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From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Sent time: 04/04/2022 12:06:02 PM
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request for Access to Boxes

I’'m free now.

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Monday, April 4, 2022 12:04 PM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request for Access to Boxes

I will give you a call in a few minutes to discuss, before we move forward on this -- or let me know when you're free?

Thanks,

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

PICKEIYI®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 11:24 AM Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2 @usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary:

Attached is the LHM that the FBI has prepared requesting access to the 15 boxes and requesting a 7-day turnaround. Do you

also want us to send this to[(JXO MO XGOS or will you do so? Thanks.

Jay

Jay I. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov

15bRR002201



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/04/2022 12:08:22 PM
To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request for Access to Boxes

I can call you in about 5-10 minutes.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cl)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara. gov

flvhal t]7]

On Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 12:06 PM Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2(@usdoj.gov> wrote:

I’'m free now.

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

Sent: Monday, April 4, 2022 12:04 PM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request for Access to Boxes

I will give you a call in a few minutes to discuss, before we move forward on this -- or let me know when you're free?

Thanks,

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

arym.stern@nara.gov 15bRR002202



On Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 11:24 AM Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary:

Attached is the LHM that the FBI has prepared requesting access to the 15 boxes and requesting a 7-day turnaround. Do

you also want us to send this to [(J N NOXQI(S) or will you do so? Thanks.

Jay

Jay I. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002203



From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Sent time: 04/04/2022 12:10:43 PM
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request for Access to Boxes

Okay. I'll be here.

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Monday, April 4, 2022 12:08 PM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request for Access to Boxes

I can call you in about 5-10 minutes.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICKOIVI®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 12:06 PM Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2 @usdoj.gov> wrote:

I’'m free now.

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 4, 2022 12:04 PM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2 @usdoj.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request for Access to Boxes

| will give you a call in a few minutes to discuss, before we move forward on this -- or let me know when you're free?

Thanks,

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cel)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

15bRR002204



On Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 11:24 AM Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2 @usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary:

Attached is the LHM that the FBI has prepared requesting access to the 15 boxes and requesting a 7-day turnaround. Do

you also want us to send this to[(YEQNEOXGI(GMM or will you do so? Thanks.

Jay

Jay |. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

EICNOIV(S)

jay.bratt2 @usdoj.gov

15bRR002205



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/04/2022 12:20:05 PM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: Request for Access to Boxes

Here's is [SERM cmail address: [(ONOXQI®)who.cop.gov
Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cl)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

noTaon

On Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 11:24 AM Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2(@usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary:

Attached is the LHM that the FBI has prepared requesting access to the 15 boxes and requesting a 7-day turnaround. Do you

also want us to send this to (YOO IGI(®) or will you do so? Thanks.

Jay

Jay 1. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002206



From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Sent time: 04/04/2022 12:22:20 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request for Access to Boxes
Thanks.

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Monday, April 4, 2022 12:20 PM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request for Access to Boxes

Here's is [SRRERRENE email address: [(ONEOIQI®)who.eop.gov

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 11:24 AM Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2 @usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary:

Attached is the LHM that the FBI has prepared requesting access to the 15 boxes and requesting a 7-day turnaround. Do you

also want us to send this to (Y KO RO XGOS or will you do so? Thanks.

Jay

Jay |. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

(6) (6). (&) (N(CRIIR
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/07/2022 10:52:19 AM
To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request for Access to Boxes

Let me know where things stand with this request.

Also, in case you haven't seen it yet, here's a link to Chairwoman Maloney's letter to the AG complaining that "the Department of
Justice is preventing NARA from cooperating with the Committee’s request, which is interfering with the Committee’s
investigation."

https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2022-04-07.CBM%20t0%20Garland-

D0OJ%20re%20NARA%20PRA .pdf

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cl)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

no*Ton

On Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 12:22 PM Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2(@usdoj.gov> wrote:

Thanks.

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

Sent: Monday, April 4, 2022 12:20 PM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2(@usdoj.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request for Access to Boxes

Here's is [ cmail address: [(QONOX@I®)who.cop.gov

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740

(0) (6), (0 (NCNESN 15bRR002208



301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

On Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 11:24 AM Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2(@usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary:

Attached is the LHM that the FBI has prepared requesting access to the 15 boxes and requesting a 7-day turnaround. Do

you also want us to send this to (KO NEOXQI(S) or will you do so? Thanks.

Jay

Jay 1. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002209
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From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Sent time: 04/08/2022 12:32:31 PM

To: (OICOKOXVI®)N who.cop.gov

Ce: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA
Attachments: CDIIU-0134-22 LHM to DOJ_current.pdf

(b) (6), (b) ()(C)R

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum | have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to
include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting.
I’'m copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.
Jay

Jay I. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov

15bRR002211
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CDIIU-0134-22 LHM to DOJ current

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply. Please Referto LHM: CDIIU-0134-22 Aprll & 2022
To:  Jay Bratt
Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control Section
National Security Division
U.S. Department of Justice

l (0) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subj: (U//FOUO) Request for access to the contents of fifteen boxes of materials received by
the National Archives and Records Administration in February 2022.

(U//FOUO) Assistance is requested from the National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) to review materials in its possession related to a referral sent to the Department of Justice
(DOJ) in February 2022. Among other information, NARA related that these boxes arrived in their

possession on or around January 18, 2022, and contained unclassified documents as well as certain
items “marked as classified national security information.”

(U//FOUO) In order to facilitate the review of the above-described materials currently in NARA’s
possession, the FBI seeks DOJ assistance to coordinate this request with NARA. Section
2205(2)(b) of Title 44 of the United States Code permits an incumbent President to seck access to
presidential records otherwise restricted from public aceess “if such records contain information
that is needed for the conduct of current business of the incumbents President’s office.” Consistent
with past practice, the FBI requests DOJ coordination with White House Counsel on this matter.

UNCLASSIFIED/FOUO
Page 1 of 2
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pdf

CDIIU-0134-22 LHM to DOJ current

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUQ

(U//FOUO) The FBI requests access to the original materials starting no later than seven (7) days
after the date of the incumbent President’s request. FBI personnel accessing the requested
materials will have the proper clearances to facilitate the review of the same. F urther, to allow the
FBI to maintain the materials it needs, the FBI requests that NARA retain the originals and provide

to the FBI copies of all specific items the FBI requests based upon its review of the original
materials.

(U//FOUO) The FBI appreciates NARA’s assistance in this matter

pienin ence
Division points of contact for this matter are [[YYONEOTAIO) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) g
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (0), (B) (/)(V)
UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO
Page 2 of 2
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From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Sent time: 04/11/2022 12:20:07 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Subject: DOJ Letter to Chairwoman Maloney
Attachments: 2022.04.11-OUT-Maloney-NARA PRA - Final.pdf
Gary:

Please see the attached letter that was sent to the Hill today from our Office of Legislative Affairs. Based on our prior
discussions, you responded to the most recent Congressional request by providing no comment and referring them to DOJ.
Consistent with that approach and the attached letter, please continue to handle any future requests about this matter in the
same way and simply refer them to DOJ. Thank you.

Jay

Jay I. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2 @usdoj.gov

15bRR002214



2022.04.11-OUT-Maloney-NARA PRA - Final.pdf

U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530

The Honorable Carolyn Maloney
Chairwoman

Committee on Oversight and Reform
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman Maloney,

Thank you for your letter dated April 7, 2022, regarding correspondence you received
from the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). We appreciate the
opportunity to explain our position in this matter.

As NARA has explained previously in correspondence with you, as part of NARA’s role
in collecting and archiving the records of the Trump Administration, NARA received boxes of
materials that included certain items “marked as classified national security information.”!
Based upon NARA’s concerns about whether such materials had been properly handled, it
referred this matter to the Department of Justice (Department). As the Attorney General said in
February when asked about this matter: The Department “will do what we always do under
these circumstances—Ilook at the facts and the law and take it from there.”?

While we have great respect for the oversight authority of the House Committee on
Oversight and Reform (Committee), in light of the Department’s law enforcement
responsibilities, and consistent with NARA’s response to you on March 28, 2022, the
Department previously asked NARA not to share or otherwise disclose to others information
relating to this matter in order to protect the integrity of our ongoing work. Based upon that
request, NARA referred you to the Department. As you know, the Department’s longstanding
policy, across administrations of both parties, is “to comply with Congressional requests for
information to the fullest extent consistent with the constitutional and statutory obligations of the
Executive Branch, [and] the Department’s goal in all cases is to satisfy legitimate legislative
interests while protecting Executive Branch confidentiality interests. Examples of confidential

! Letter from David S. Ferriero to Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Committee on Oversight and Reform (Feb. 18,
2022), available at https://www.archives.gov/files/foia/ferriero-response-t0-02.09.2022-maloney-
letter.02.18.2022.pdf.

2 Matt Zapotosky, Commenting on classified material found at Mar-a-Lago, Garland says Justice Dept. will ‘look at
the facts and the law,” Washington Post (Feb. 22, 2022).

15bRR002215



2022.04.11-OUT-Maloney-NARA PRA - Final.pdf

Page Two

information include ... information the disclosure of which might compromise open criminal
investigations or prosecutions or civil cases.””

With respect to your request for a briefing on this matter, under well established
Department policy, we are unable to provide your office with information related to this matter at
this time.* We appreciate that your letter to the Department acknowledged that the Committee
“does not wish to interfere in any manner with any potential or ongoing [Department]
investigation.”

We hope this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we
may provide additional assistance regarding this or any other matter.

Sincerely,

Peter S. Hyun
Acting Assistant Attorney General

3 Letter from Assistant Attorney General Robert Raben to Chairman John Linder, Subcommittee on Rules and
Organization of the House, Committee on Rules at 2-3 (Jan. 27, 2000), available at
https://www.justice.gov/file/1080046/download.

4 Id. at 3 (“Congressional inquiries during the pendency of a matter pose an inherent threat to the integrity of the
Department’s law enforcement and litigation functions. Such inquiries inescapably create the risk that the public
and the courts will perceive undue political and Congressional influence over law enforcement and litigation
decisions. Such inquires often seek records and other information that our responsibilities for these matters preclude
us from disclosing.”).

15bRR002216



From: OIGHOINI®] EoP/WHO {IGONOIQI®)N who.cop.gov>

Sent time: 04/11/2022 12:51:08 PM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Ce: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Subject: RE: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

This request is affirmed. Thanks!

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 12:33 PM

lEH(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) OICOHOINI®! who.cop.gov>
Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum | have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to
include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting.
I’'m copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.
Jay

Jay I. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov

15bRR002217



From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Sent time: 04/11/2022 09:26:14 PM

To: (DIGHEPIVI®] Eor/WHO {BIGNGOIQI®N vwho.cop.gov>
Ce: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Request for Access to Materials at NARA
Thank you.

On Apr 11,2022, at 12:51 PM, [(QXGO NIV 0P/WHO {OIOKOXBI®] ho.cop.gov> wrote:

This request is affirmed. Thanks!

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 12:33 PM

To: (QIONOIVI®) cor/wHO {ICGNOINI®) who.cop.gov>
Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

(b) (6). (b) (N(C)N

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum | have received from the FBI requesting access to certain
materials, to include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short
turnaround time we are requesting. I’'m copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.
Jay

Jay I. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov
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From: (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) JOIONOIVI®N who.cop.gov>

Sent time: 04/21/2022 12:17:42 PM

To: Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>; Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) RICKOIYI® (2 who.cop.gov>; Loeb, Emily M. (ODAG) [(BIGONGOINI(®) B(b) (6). (b) ()(C)
Cc: -

{CIGHOIYGI® usdoj.gov>
Subject: House Oversight special access request (2/24/22)

Attachments: 2022-02-24.CBM to Ferriero-NARA re Document Request (5).pdf

Hi Gary and John,

Could you please provide all past and future notifications related to the House Oversight request to NARA of February 24, 2022
(attached) to [QEGHORGI®) 5o that DOJ (OLC) can advise on our privilege review?

Thanks so much.

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS JAMES COMER, KENTUCKY

CHAIRWOMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

Conaress of the United States

PHouse of Representatives

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM
2157 RAYBURN House OFFICE BulLDING
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

Majormy (202) 225-5051
Mmnormy  (202) 225-5074

https://oversight.house.gov

February 24,2022

The Honorable David S. Ferriero

Archivist of the United States

National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20408

Dear Mr. Ferriero:

The Oversight Committee is seeking additional documents about former President
Donald Trump’s removal of classified documents and presidential records from the White
House, President Trump’s attempt to destroy records by tearing them into pieces, and other
presidential records from the Trump Administration that are missing. In response to a request
from the Committee, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) provided new
details of what appear to be the largest-scale violations of the Presidential Records Act since its
enactment. [ am deeply concerned that former President Trump may have violated the law
through his intentional efforts to remove and destroy records that belong to the American people.
This Committee plans to get to the bottom of what happened and assess whether further action is
needed to prevent the destruction of additional presidential records and recover those records that
are still missing.

On February 9, 2022, the Committee sought information related to the 15 boxes of
presidential records recovered from the former president’s Mar-a-Lago residence and recent
reports that Mr. Trump attempted to destroy documents while serving as president.! On
February 18,2022, you sent two letters constituting a partial response and identifying significant
potential violations of the Presidential Records Act and other federal laws governing the
preservation of federal records, but you did not provide all the information the Committee
requested.?

! Letter from Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Committee on Oversight and Reform, to David S. Ferriero,
Archivist of the United States (Feb.9,2022) (online at
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2022-02-09.CBM%20t0%20Ferriero-
NARA%?20re%20Trump%2 0Mar-a-Lago%20FINAL.pdf).

? Letter from David S. Ferriero, Archivist of the United States, to Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney,
Committee on Oversight and Reform (Feb. 18,2022) (responding in part to the Committee’s February 9,2022,
letter) (online at www.archives.gov/files/foia/ferriero-response-to-02.09.2022-maloney-letter.02.18.2022.pdf);
Letter from David S. Ferriero, Archivist of the United States, to Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Committee on
Oversight and Reform (Feb. 18,2022) (describingthe Trump Administration’s failure to capture social media
records) (online at www.archives.gov/files/foia/ferriero-letter-to-maloney-on-trump-presidential-records-on-social-
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The Honorable David S. Ferriero
Page 2

Your response confirmed that “NARA has identified items marked as classified national
security information within the boxes” recovered at Mar-a-Lago, and that “NARA staff has been
in communication with the Department of Justice” regarding this discovery. In response to the
Committee’s request for an inventory of the contents of the 15 boxes, you stated the inventory
should be completed by February 25 and that the Committee could request the inventory under
Section 2205(2)(C) of the PRA.3

Your response also provided concerning new information about Mr. Trump’s destruction
or attempted destruction of documents while serving as president. You stated that following
press reports in 2018 that President Trump was tearing up records, NARA wrote to the Deputy
Counsel for the President requesting information and that “[t]he White House Counsel’s Office
indicated that they would address the matter.” However, you wrote that after this incident,
“NARA learned that additional paper records that had been torn up by former President Trump
were included in the records transferred to us.” You also wrote that White House staff had
“taped together some of the torn-up records” but that “a number of other torn-up records that
were transferred had not been reconstructed by the White House.”*

Your response also indicated that the Trump Administration failed to preserve other
presidential records, and that NARA is continuing to search for missing records from the Trump
Administration. You explained:

NARA has identified certain social media records that were not captured

and preserved by the Trump Administration. NARA has also learned that some
White House staff conducted official business using non-official electronic
messaging accounts that were not copied or forwarded into their official
electronic messaging accounts, as required by section 2209 of the PRA.>

On February 18,2022, youalso sent me a detailed description of the Trump
Administration’s failure to capture and preserve presidential records on social media platforms.
Among other information, your letter indicated that:

o The Trump Administration failed to adequately capture and preserve all tweets
that the former president posted in the course of his official duties, including
deleted tweets, despite being warned by NARA as far back as March 2017;

. The Trump Administration failed to preserve deleted content from the former
president’s other social media accounts, and failed to preserve the former
president’s Facebook, Instagram, and SnapChat accounts after he was suspended
or banned from those platforms;

media-platforms.02.18.2022.pdf).
344 U.S.C. §2205(2)(C).

* Letter from David S. Ferriero, Archivist of the United States, to Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney,
Committee on Oversight and Reform (Feb. 18,2022) (responding in part to the Committee’s February 9,2022,
letter) (online at www.archives.gov/files/foia/ferriero-response-to-02.09.2 022-maloney-letter.02.18.202 2.pdf).

SId.
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o The Trump Administration appears to have failed to preserve the former
president’s direct or private messages on social media accounts; and
. The Trump Administration failed to capture presidential records from the Twitter

accounts of seven White House aides, including Ivanka Trump, Mark Meadows,
Peter Navarro, and others. ¢

The information in your response suggests that former President Trump and his senior
aides may have repeatedly violated the Presidential Records Act and other federal laws, which
could severely impact the preservation of records from the Trump Administration. The
Committee needs additional documents and information uniquely available from NARA to
investigate the full extent of this conduct and determine what additional steps, including potential
legislative reforms, may be needed to ensure the preservation of presidential records for the
American people.

The Committee on Oversight and Reformis the principal oversight committee of the
House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time” under
House Rule X. The Committee has legislative jurisdiction over the Presidential Records Act and
the Federal Records Act and has a long history of conducting oversight related to compliance
with these laws.”

For all these reasons, pursuant to the Presidential Records Act,® please provide by March
10,2022:

1. A detailed description of the contents of the boxes recovered from Mar-a-Lago,
including any inventory prepared by NARA of the contents of the boxes, and
identification of any items that are classified and the level of classification
including, if necessary, a classified index;

1d.

' See, e.g., Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, Press Release: Chaffetz, Cummings Urge
Compliance with Federal Recordkeeping Laws (Mar. 17,2017) (online athttps://oversight.house.gov/news/press-
releases/chaffetz-cammings-urge-compliance-with-federal-recordkeeping-la ws); Letter from Chairman Trey Gowdy
and Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, to Donald F.
McGahn I1, White House Counsel (Sept. 25,2017) (onlineat https://republicans-oversight.house.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2017/09/2017-09-25-TG-EEC-to-McGahn-WH-Presidential-R ecords-Act-due-10-9.pdf);
Committee on Oversight and Reform, Press Release: Committee Approves Subpoena to White House for Emails
Sent on Personal Accounts in Violation of Federal Law (July 25,2019) (online at
https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/committec-ap proves-subpoena-to-white-house-for-emails-sent-on-
personal-accounts); Committee on Oversight and Reform, Press Release: Chairwoman Maloney Seeks Details from
National Archives onthe Trump Administration’s Compliance with Presidential Records Act (Dec.21,2020) (online
at https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/chairwoman-maloney-seeks-details-from-national-archives-on-
the-trump); Committee on Oversight and Reform, Hearing on Examining Preservation of State Department Federal
Records, 114th Cong. (Sept. 13 and Sept.22,2016) (H. Rept. 114-161) (online at
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/ CHRG-114hhrg2 6120/pd f/CHRG-114hhrg2 6120.pdf).

¥44U.S.C. §2205(2)(C).
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A detailed description of any reviews conducted by other federal agencies of the
information in the recovered boxes since the boxes were obtained by NARA,
including with respect to classified information; the findings from these reviews;
and the anticipated completion date of any reviews that are ongoing;

All presidential records transferred to NARA that NARA learned former
President Trump had torn up, destroyed, mutilated, or attempted to tear up,
destroy, or mutilate;

Any written responses from Deputy Counsel to the President Stefan Passantino, or
any other White House official to NARA’s June 14, 2018, letter to the Trump
Administration; and

All letters sent by NARA to the Trump Administration related to the Presidential
Records Actnot already provided to the Committee and any responses from the
Trump Administration to those letters.

In addition, pursuant to the Presidential Records Act,? the Committee requests that you
produce by March 17,2022, the following documents from the records of President Donald
Trump’s Executive Office of the President (EOP) in your possession, custody, or control:

1.

Documents and communications received, prepared, or sent between January 20,
2017, and January 20, 2021, by employees or officials of EOP or any of its
components, offices, or directorates, relating to the use of personal messaging
accounts for official business;

Documents and communications received, prepared, or sent between January 20,
2017, and January 20, 2021, by employees or officials of EOP or any of its
components, offices, or directorates, relating to the attempted or actual
destruction, tearing up, taping together, relocation, or removal of any presidential
records or materials;

Documents and communications received, prepared, or sent between January 20,
2017, and January 20, 2021, by employees or officials of EOP or any of its
components, offices, or directorates, relating to communications with former
President Trump about the Presidential Records Act or White House policies on
recordkeeping;

Documents and communications received, prepared, or sent between January 20,
2017, and January 20, 2021, by employees or officials of EOP or any of its
components, offices, or directorates, relating to White House employees or
contractors finding paper in a toilet in the White House, including the White
House residence;

?44U.S.C. §22052)(C).
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Documents and communications received, prepared, or sent between January 20,
2017, and January 20, 2021, by employees or officials of EOP or any of its
components, offices, or directorates, relating to missing records; and

Documents and communications received, prepared, or sent between January 20,
2020, and January 20, 2021, by employees or officials of EOP or any of its
components, offices, or directorates, relating to determinations of whether to
transfer records to NARA.

For requests 1 through 6, please prioritize producing records from the following
custodians: Pat Cipollone; John Kelly; Nicholas Luna; Derek Lyons; Don McGahn; Mark
Meadows; Stefan Passantino; Robert Porter; Reince Priebus; and Madeleine Westerhout.

7.

Documents and communications received, prepared, or sent between January 20,
2017, and January 20, 2021, by employees or officials of EOP or any of its
components, offices, or directorates, relating to the preservation or destruction of
records from social media accounts, including direct messaging on social media
accounts.

For request seven, please prioritize producing records from the following custodians:
Andrew Giuliani, Chad Gilmartin, Ivanka Trump, Kayleigh McEnany, Kellyanne Conway, Mark
Meadows, and Peter Navarro. Please also prioritize producing records related to methods of
archiving social media accounts, including records related to the disconnection of the account
@realDonaldTrump from ArchiveSocial.

An attachment to this letter provides additional instructions for responding to the
Committee’s request. Please contact Committee staffat (202)225-5051 if you have any
questions about this request.

Enclosure

Sincerely,

Carolyn B. Maloney
Chairwoman

cc: The Honorable James Comer, Ranking Member
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Responding to Oversight Committee Document Requests

In complying with this request, produce all responsive documents that are in your
possession, custody, or control, whether held by you or your past or present agents,
employees, and representatives acting on your behalf. Produce all documents that you
have a legal right to obtain, that you have a right to copy, or to which you have access, as
well as documents that you have placed in the temporary possession, custody, or control
of any third party.

Requested documents, and all documents reasonably related to the requested documents,
should not be destroyed, altered, removed, transferred, or otherwise made inaccessible to
the Committee.

In the event that any entity, organization, or individual denoted in this request is or has
been known by any name other than that herein denoted, the request shall be read also to
include that alternative identification.

The Committee’s preference is to receive documents in electronic form (i.e., CD,
memory stick, thumb drive, or secure file transfer) in lieu of paper productions.

Documents produced in electronic format should be organized, identified, and indexed
electronically.

Electronic document productions should be prepared according to the following
standards:

a. The production should consist of single page Tagged Image File (“TIF”), files
accompanied by a Concordance-format load file, an Opticon reference file, and a
file defining the fields and character lengths of the load file.

b. Document numbers in the load file should match document Bates numbers and
TIF file names.

C. If the production is completed through a series of multiple partial productions,
field names and file order in all load files should match.

d. All electronic documents produced to the Committee should include the following
fields of metadata specific to each document, and no modifications should be
made to the original metadata:

BEGDOC, ENDDOC, TEXT, BEGATTACH, ENDATTACH, PAGECOUNT,
CUSTODIAN, RECORDTYPE, DATE, TIME, SENTDATE, SENTTIME,
BEGINDATE, BEGINTIME, ENDDATE, ENDTIME, AUTHOR, FROM, CC,
TO, BCC, SUBJECT, TITLE, FILENAME, FILEEXT, FILESIZE,
DATECREATED, TIMECREATED, DATELASTMOD, TIMELASTMOD,
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

INTMSGID, INTMSGHEADER, NATIVELINK, INTFILPATH, EXCEPTION,
BEGATTACH.

Documents produced to the Committee should include an index describing the contents
of the production. To the extent more than one CD, hard drive, memory stick, thumb
drive, zip file, box, or folder is produced, each should contain an index describing its
contents.

Documents produced in response to this request shall be produced together with copies of
file labels, dividers, or identifying markers with which they were associated when the
request was served.

When you produce documents, you should identify the paragraph(s) or request(s) in the
Committee’s letter to which the documents respond.

The fact that any other person or entity also possesses non-identical or identical copies of
the same documents shall not be a basis to withhold any information.

The pendency of or potential for litigation shall not be a basis to withhold any
information.

In accordance with 5 U.S.C.§ 552(d), the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and any
statutory exemptions to FOIA shall not be a basis for withholding any information.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552a(b)(9), the Privacy Act shall not be a basis for withholding
information.

If compliance with the request cannot be made in full by the specified return date,
compliance shall be made to the extent possible by that date. An explanation of why full
compliance is not possible shall be provided along with any partial production.

In the event that a document is withheld on the basis of privilege, provide a privilege log
containing the following information concerning any such document: (a) every privilege
asserted; (b) the type of document; (c) the general subject matter; (d) the date, author,
addressee, and any other recipient(s); (e) the relationship of the author and addressee to
each other; and (f) the basis for the privilege(s) asserted.

If any document responsive to this request was, but no longer is, in your possession,
custody, or control, identify the document (by date, author, subject, and recipients), and
explain the circumstances under which the document ceased to be in your possession,
custody, or control.

If a date or other descriptive detail set forth in this request referring to a document is
inaccurate, but the actual date or other descriptive detail is known to you or is otherwise
apparent from the context of the request, produce all documents that would be responsive
as if the date or other descriptive detail were correct.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

This request is continuing in nature and applies to any newly-discovered information.
Any record, document, compilation of data, or information not produced because it has
not been located or discovered by the return date shall be produced immediately upon
subsequent location or discovery.

All documents shall be Bates-stamped sequentially and produced sequentially.

Two sets of each production shall be delivered, one set to the Majority Staff and one set
to the Minority Staff. When documents are produced to the Committee, production sets
shall be delivered to the Majority Staff in Room 2157 of the Rayburn House Office
Building and the Minority Staff in Room 2105 of the Rayburn House Office Building.

Upon completion of the production, submit a written certification, signed by you or your
counsel, stating that: (1) a diligent search has been completed of all documents in your
possession, custody, or control that reasonably could contain responsive documents; and
(2) all documents located during the search that are responsive have been produced to the
Committee.

Definitions

The term “document” means any written, recorded, or graphic matter of any nature
whatsoever, regardless of how recorded, and whether original or copy, including, but not
limited to, the following: memoranda, reports, expense reports, books, manuals,
instructions, financial reports, data, working papers, records, notes, letters, notices,
confirmations, telegrams, receipts, appraisals, pamphlets, magazines, newspapers,
prospectuses, communications, electronic mail (email), contracts, cables, notations of any
type of conversation, telephone call, meeting or other inter-office or intra-office
communication, bulletins, printed matter, computer printouts, teletypes, invoices,
transcripts, diaries, analyses, returns, summaries, minutes, bills, accounts, estimates,
projections, comparisons, messages, correspondence, press releases, circulars, financial
statements, reviews, opinions, offers, studies and investigations, questionnaires and
surveys, and work sheets (and all drafts, preliminary versions, alterations, modifications,
revisions, changes, and amendments of any of the foregoing, as well as any attachments
or appendices thereto), and graphic or oral records or representations of any kind
(including without limitation, photographs, charts, graphs, microfiche, microfilm,
videotape, recordings and motion pictures), and electronic, mechanical, and electric
records or representations of any kind (including, without limitation, tapes, cassettes,
disks, and recordings) and other written, printed, typed, or other graphic or recorded
matter of any kind or nature, however produced or reproduced, and whether preserved in
writing, film, tape, disk, videotape, or otherwise. A document bearing any notation not a
part of the original text is to be considered a separate document. A draft or non-identical
copy is a separate document within the meaning of this term.

The term “communication” means each manner or means of disclosure or exchange of

information, regardless of means utilized, whether oral, electronic, by document or
otherwise, and whether in a meeting, by telephone, facsimile, mail, releases, electronic
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message including email (desktop or mobile device), text message, instant message,
MMS or SMS message, message application, or otherwise.

The terms “and” and “or” shall be construed broadly and either conjunctively or
disjunctively to bring within the scope of this request any information that might
otherwise be construed to be outside its scope. The singular includes plural number, and
vice versa. The masculine includes the feminine and neutral genders.

The term “including” shall be construed broadly to mean “including, but not limited to.”

The term “Company” means the named legal entity as well as any units, firms,
partnerships, associations, corporations, limited liability companies, trusts, subsidiaries,
affiliates, divisions, departments, branches, joint ventures, proprietorships, syndicates, or
other legal, business or government entities over which the named legal entity exercises
control or in which the named entity has any ownership whatsoever.

The term “identify,” when used in a question about individuals, means to provide the
following information: (a) the individual’s complete name and title; (b) the
individual’s business or personal address and phone number; and (c) any and all
known aliases.

The term “related to” or “referring or relating to,” with respect to any given subject,
means anything that constitutes, contains, embodies, reflects, identifies, states, refers to,
deals with, or is pertinent to that subject in any manner whatsoever.

The term “employee” means any past or present agent, borrowed employee, casual
employee, consultant, contractor, de facto employee, detailee, fellow, independent
contractor, intern, joint adventurer, loaned employee, officer, part-time employee,
permanent employee, provisional employee, special government employee,
subcontractor, or any other type of service provider.

The term “individual” means all natural persons and all persons or entities acting on
their behalf.

15bRR002228



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/02/2022 01:55:35 PM
To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Inventory

Jay, please give me a call at your earliest convenience about this issue, at(QEQNQIQI® | also left you a voicemail.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

R t]9)
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From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/02/2022 07:47-:07 PM
To: (OIGKOIU®lusdo;.gov; Lederman, Martin (OLC) {DXGNOXBI®)usdo;.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Below is the 4/12 notification.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

g

301 837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

7 Y

W
INS R

NATIONAI
ARCHIVES

no<Tan

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym stern(@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subj ect Spec1al Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Tog BG) 6. 6) 1)C)—[9© ©OORD) 6). &) (1))
Cc: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>

B in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209,
Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on behalf of the
Department of Justice and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is
seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent President's request, and
may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the urgency of
this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing access to
the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain information
classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax) 15bRR002230

garym. stern@nara. gov
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From: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {{(XE)M{XEA(®)usdo;.gov=

Sent time: 05/03/2022 04:50:31 AM
To: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>;(QICNOIGI® (OLC) {QIGNOIW&]usdo; gov=
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Thanks, Gary. Can you also please send a copy of any notice that you may have sent to the incumbent President and the AG of .
the Archivist’s intent to disclose the records (see Exec. Order section 2(a))? Thanks again.

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Justice

OIONOIG® (ccll)

(b) (6), (b) (7T)(C) NSJiile)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:47 PM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) (YO N(I0(®); usdoj.gov>; (oLC) {BIGQNOIYI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration
Below is the 4/12 notification.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

—————————— Forwarded message -----—----

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

B0 ©.0)OR() (6), (b) (7)(C) ) (6). (b) (7)(C)

Cc: Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>

in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209,
Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on behalf of the
Department of Justice and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the FBl is
seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent President's request,
and may also seek copies of specific documents following their review. 15bRR002232



Executive Order 13489 and NARA'’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the urgency of
this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing access
to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives | (given that the boxes contain information
classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cel

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/03/2022 08:03:02 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {QXONOXQI®] vsdoj.gov>

Ce: (OLC) {QIONOIYI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration
Attachments: ~WRD0002.jpg ~WRD0002.jpg

When the request is from the incumbent under 2205(2)(B), we don't notify the incumbent of his own request.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Tue, May 3, 2022, 4:50 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) <{(QXOQONOXQI®)]usdoj.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Gary. Can you also please send a copy of any notice that you may have sent to the incumbent President and the AG of
the Archivist’s intent to disclose the records (see Exec. Order section 2(a))? Thanks again.

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

CICNOIQI®) (ccll)
CIONOIWI® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:47 PM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QNOQNOXBI®)usdoi.cov>; QICNOIQI® (OL.C) { QIQNOIWI®)]usdoj.gcov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Below is the 4/12 notification.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
15bRR002234

College Park, MD 20740



QICHOIU® (cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

)
garym.sterm{@nara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

0 ©. © CORD) (6). () (7)(C) () (6). (b) (7)(C)
Cc: Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>

in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209.
Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on behalf of the
Department of Justice and the FBL access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is
seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent President's request, and
may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the urgency of
this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing access

to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain information
classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General COU.ﬂSCl 15bRR002235
National Archives and Records Administration



8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(el
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

15bRR002236
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From: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {QXONOXQI®] vsdoj.gov>

Sent time: 05/03/2022 08:36:15 AM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Ce: (OLC) {QIONOIYI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Sorry, not a notification of the request—a notification of the Archivist’s “intent to disclose Presidential records pursuant to ...
the NARA regulations,” which is what triggers the privilege-claim process under E.O. section 2(a).

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Justice

(b) (6), (0) ((C)HSAI)]

OIONOIOND (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:03 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) (KO NOXOI®)usdoj.gov>
e [RISARIRR (oLc) {RIORRIYIS) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration
When the request is from the incumbent under 2205(2)(B), we don't notify the incumbent of his own request.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Tue, May 3, 2022, 4:50 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(YXCONOXQI®) usdoj.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Gary. Can you also please send a copy of any notice that you may have sent to the incumbent President and the AG
of the Archivist’s intent to disclose the records (see Exec. Order section 2(a))? Thanks again.

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Justice

(b) (6), (b) (NC)PSI))

OIONGIV®) (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:47 PM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QNQNOXGI®) usdo;.cov>; RICNOIYIE (oLC) {OIONOIBI®)usdoj.cov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Below is the 4/12 notification.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cel)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

15bRR002239



---------- Forwarded message ------——--

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Ll ) ). ©) (NYC)R(D) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) 6), (b) (NC)R(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Cc: Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>

in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209,
Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on behalf of the
Department of Justice and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is
seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent President's
request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the urgency of
this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing
access to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives | (given that the boxes contain
information classified at least up to the level of TS/SClI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

PICGNOIGN®] (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

15bRR002240



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/03/2022 08:56:16 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {QYONEOX@I®)] usdoj.gov>

Ce: (OLC) {QJONOIGI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

That process/provision (section 2(a) of EO 13489) applied to public access requests (now superseded by 44 USC 2208), and
there is no practice of that kind for special access requests. Feel free to call me to discuss.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

flvhal t]7)

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 8:36 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QXOQONOXQI(®)]usdoj.gcov> wrote:

Sorry, not a notification of the request—a notification of the Archivist’s “intent to disclose Presidential records pursuant to ...
the NARA regulations,” which is what triggers the privilege-claim process under E.O. section 2(a).

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

CIONOXQI® (ccll)
CIONOIVI® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:03 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) <(OXONOIWI(®)usdoj.gov>
Cc: (OLC) {QIONOIQI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

When the request is from the incumbent under 2205(2)(B), we don't notify the incumbent of his own request.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel 15bRR002241



National Archives and Records Administration

On Tue, May 3, 2022, 4:50 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(OXOQNOXWI®)]usdoj.gcov> wrote:

Thanks, Gary. Can you also please send a copy of any notice that you may have sent to the incumbent President and the AG
of the Archivist’s intent to disclose the records (see Exec. Order section 2(a))? Thanks again.

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

OIONOXQI® (ccll)
QIONOIOI® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:47 PM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(XONOXBI®)]usdo;.cov>; QIONOIGIE (OLC) <OIGNOIOI®)usdoj.cov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Below is the 4/12 notification.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(el
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

15bRR002242



---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym.sterm(@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

gres 0) 6), ©) (NCE(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 3(0) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Cc: Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>

B in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-
2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on
behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBL access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this
request, the FBI is seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent
President’s request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the urgency
of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing
access to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain
information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stem

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(b) (6). (o) (7)C)FCRNY
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax) 15bRR002243



garym.stern Qnara.gov

15bRR002244



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/03/2022 09:04:02 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {QYONEOX@I®)] usdoj.gov>

Ce: (OLC) {QIONOIGI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Actually, to clarify, the notification to the former below constitutes our notice that we intend to disclose the records to the
incumbent after the time period has ended (even if it doesn't explicitly say so). But again, since the request is from the incumbent,
we wouldn't notify the incumbent of our intent to disclose the records to him -- we simply give him/the administration the records.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

flvhal t]7)

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 8:56 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
That process/provision (section 2(a) of EO 13489) applied to public access requests (now superseded by 44 USC 2208), and
there is no practice of that kind for special access requests. Feel free to call me to discuss.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICNOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

noTan

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 8:36 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QXOQROXBI®)usdoj.gov> wrote:

Sorry, not a notification of the request—a notification of the Archivist’s “intent to disclose Presidential records pursuant to ...
the NARA regulations,” which is what triggers the privilege-claim process under E.O. section 2(a).

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
15bRR002245



Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

CIONOXQI® (ccll)
OIONOIUI® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:03 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QEONOXQI®)]usdoj.cov>
Cc: (OLCO) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

When the request is from the incumbent under 2205(2)(B), we don't notify the incumbent of his own request.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Tue, May 3, 2022, 4:50 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) (OXONOXWI®)usdoj.cov> wrote:

Thanks, Gary. Can you also please send a copy of any notice that you may have sent to the incumbent President and the AG
of the Archivist’s intent to disclose the records (see Exec. Order section 2(a))? Thanks again.

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

(b) (6). (6) (1)(C) RSN
(b) (6), (5) (/)(C) NI

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:47 PM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(KOHNOXBI®)]usdoi.cov>; QIONOIUIS (OLC) <{QIGNOIBI®]usdoj.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Below is the 4/12 notification.
15bRR002246



Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
RIRERIUS (c<1)
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stem@x_)ara. gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Special Access Request from Incumbent Adminislration

T0—

Cc: Laster, John <john laster

in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-
2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on
behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBI. access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this
request, the FBI is seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent
President's request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the urgency
of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing
access to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain
information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI). 15bRR002247



Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)REERIM
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

15bRR002248



From: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {QXONOXQI®] vsdoj.gov>

Sent time: 05/03/2022 09:06:16 AM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Ce: (OLC) {QIONOIYI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Are you sure? Section 2(a) refers to the (old) 1270.46, which was written in general terms and which expressly referenced the
special-access provision (1270.44) as being encompassed:

§ 1270.46 Notice of intent to disclose Presidential records.

(a) The Archivist or his designee shall notify a former President or his designated representative(s) before any
Presidential records of his Administration are disclosed.

(b)(1) The notice given by the Archivist or his designee shall:
(i) Be in writing;

(ii) 1dentify the particular records with reasonable specificity;
(iii) State the reason for the disclosure; and

(iv) Specify the date on which the record will be disclosed.

(2) In the case of records to be disclosed in accordance with § 1270.44, the notice shall also:

(i) Identify the requester and the nature of the request;

(ii) Specify whether the requested records contain materials to which access would otherwise be restricted pursuant to
44 U.S.C. 2204(a) and identify the category of restriction within which the record to be disclosed falls; and

(iii) Specify the date of the request.

(c) If, after receiving the notice required by paragraph (a) of this section, a former President raises rights or privileges
which he believes should preclude the disclosure of a Presidential record, and the Archivist nevertheless determines
that the record in question should be disclosed, in whole or in part, the Archivist shall notify the former President or
his representative of this determination. The notice given by the Archivist or his designee shall:

(1) Be in writing;

(2) State the basis upon which the determination to disclose the record is made; and

(3) Specify the date on which the record will be disclosed.

(d) The Archivist shall not disclose any records covered by any notice required by paragraph (a) or (c) of this section for
at least 30 calendar days from receipt of the notice by the former President, unless a shorter time period is required by
a demand for Presidential records under § 1270.44.

(e) Copies of all notices provided to former Presidents under this section shall be provided at the same time to the
incumbent President.

<Part effective until July 10, 2017.>

SOURCE: 53 FR 50404, Dec. 15, 1988; 70 FR 16717, April 1, 2005, unless otherwise noted.

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Justice

(b) (6), (b) ()R]

OIONOIOND (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:56 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) (KGO NOXOI®)usdoj.gov>
ce:[RISHRIRR (oLc) {RIORWIYIS) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

That process/provision (section 2(a) of EO 13489) applied to public access requests (now superseded by R0 2248), and there
is no practice of that kind for special access requests. Feel free to call me to discuss.



Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 8:36 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {()XEONEOXQI®] usdoj.cov> wrote:

Sorry, not a notification of the request—a notification of the Archivist’s “intent to disclose Presidential records pursuant to ...
the NARA regulations,” which is what triggers the privilege-claim process under E.O. section 2(a).

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Justice

RIGKGIE®) (cel)
CIONOIU® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:03 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {O KO NEOXQI®) usdoj.gov>

Cc: QICNOIGI® (0LC) {QXONEOIVNS) usdoj.cov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

When the request is from the incumbent under 2205(2)(B), we don't notify the incumbent of his own request.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration

On Tue, May 3, 2022, 4:50 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) ()X NOXQI®) usdoj.cov> wrote:

Thanks, Gary. Can you also please send a copy of any notice that you may have sent to the incumbent President and the
AG of the Archivist’s intent to disclose the records (see Exec. Order section 2(a))? Thanks again.

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Justice

(b) (), (b) (NNt

OIONWION®) (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:47 PM

15bRR002250



To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {{)K(M{s)! usdoi.gov>; (oLc) {QIONOIYI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration
Below is the 4/12 notification.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(b) (6). (b) (7XC) NN

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

---------- Forwarded message -----—----

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12,2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

0 ©.© OOFb) (6). (b) (7)(C) i(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Cc: Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>

in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209,
Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on behalf of
the Department of Justice and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the
FBI is seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent President's
request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the urgency
of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to our
providing access to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives | (given that the boxes
contain information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(OIONOIGI®)] (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov 15bRR002251
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/03/2022 09:25:08 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {QYONEOX@I®)] usdoj.gov>

Ce: (OLC) {QONOIGI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Right -- until Trump, no former President had ever raised any rights or privileges, so we had never done the follow-up notice.
Since Trump has been routinely doing it for January 6 notifications, I have been forwarding by email the privilege letter just to

WHCO (who then forwards it to DOJ). Because Evan Corcoran cc'd (RIS BRI on his letters asserting privilege,
there was no reason for me to forward it to them.

Sorry for the confusion.

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICHOIGI®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

oTaQ

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:06 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) \(QXONMOXWI(®)] usdoj.gov> wrote:

Are you sure? Section 2(a) refers to the (old) 1270.46, which was written in general terms and which expressly referenced the
special-access provision (1270.44) as being encompassed:

§ 1270.46 Notice of intent to disclose Presidential records.

(a) The Archivist or his designee shall notify a former President or his designated representative(s) before any Presidential
records of his Administration are disclosed.

(b)(1) The notice given by the Archivist or his designee shall:
(i) Be in writing;

(it) Identify the particular records with reasonable specificity;
(iii) State the reason for the disclosure; and

(iv) Specify the date on which the record will be disclosed.

15bRR002253



(2) In the case of records to be disclosed in accordance with § 1270.44, the notice shall also:
(1) Identify the requester and the nature of the request;

(it) Specify whether the requested records contain materials to which access would otherwise be restricted pursuant to
44 U.S.C. 2204(a) and identify the category of restriction within which the record to be disclosed falls; and

(ii1) Specify the date of the request.

(c) If, after receiving the notice required by paragraph (a) of this section, a former President raises rights or privileges
which he believes should preclude the disclosure of a Presidential record, and the Archivist nevertheless determines that
the record in question should be disclosed, in whole or in part, the Archivist shall notify the former President or his
representative of this determination. The notice given by the Archivist or his designee shall:

(1) Be in writing;
(2) State the basis upon which the determination to disclose the record is made; and

(3) Specify the date on which the record will be disclosed.

(d) The Archivist shall not disclose any records covered by any notice required by paragraph (a) or (c) of this section for
at least 30 calendar days from receipt of the notice by the former President, unless a shorter time period is required by a
demand for Presidential records under § 1270.44.

(e) Copies of all notices provided to former Presidents under this section shall be provided at the same time to the
incumbent President.

<Part effective until July 10, 2017.>

SOURCE: 53 FR 50404, Dec. 15, 1988; 70 FR 16717, April 1, 2005, unless otherwise noted.

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Justice

(cll

(office)
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:56 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) <(OXONOXWI(®)]usdoj.gov>
Cc: (OLC) {QIGHEOIYI®)]usdoi.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

That process/provision (section 2(a) of EO 13489) applied to public access requests (now superseded by 44 USC 2208), and
there is no practice of that kind for special access requests. Feel free to call me to discuss.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 8:36 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QXOQROXBI®)usdoj.gov> wrote:

Sorry, not a notification of the request—a notification of the Archivist’s “intent to disclose Presidential records pursuant to ...
the NARA regulations,” which is what triggers the privilege-claim process under E.O. section 2(a).

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General

Office of Legal Counsel 15bRR002255



Department of Justice

CIONOXQI® (ccll)
OIONOIOI® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:03 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QEKONOIQI®)]usdoj.cov>
Ce: RISIRIGS) (0L.C) <DIONOIG) o o>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

When the request is from the incumbent under 2205(2)(B), we don't notify the incumbent of his own request.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Tue, May 3, 2022, 4:50 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(OXOQNOX®I(®)]usdoj.gcov> wrote:

Thanks, Gary. Can you also please send a copy of any notice that you may have sent to the incumbent President and the
AG of the Archivist’s intent to disclose the records (see Exec. Order section 2(a))? Thanks again.

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Justice

(eel)

(office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:47 PM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) | EGHOXBI®)]usdoi.cov>; QIONOIGIS (OLC) <{QIGNOIOI®]usdoj.gcov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Below is the 4/12 notification.
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Gary

Gary M. Stem

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(D
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym.stem@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

i) ©). &) C-(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 3b) (6). (b) (7)(C)
Cc: Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>

in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-
2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA'’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on
behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this
request, the FBI is seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent
President's request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the urgency
of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing
access to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain

information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).
15bRR002257



Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
QIGHGIGI®) (ccll)
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara. gov

15bRR002258



From: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {QXONOXQI®] vsdoj.gov>

Sent time: 05/03/2022 09:39:51 AM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Ce: (OLC) {QIONOIYI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Sorry, I'm not being clear. The steps the E.O. appears to contemplate:

1. One of the three entities — here, the POTUS — makes a request.

2. The Archivist informs and current and former presidents, and the AG, that she intends to comply with it, offering an
opportunity to assert privilege claoms.

3. One or both presidents assert privilege (or the time expires)

4. If the Archivist determines to disclose the documents even though there was a privilege claim, she notifies the parties.

1 and 3 happened here, as did 2 as to Trump (that’s the email below). But there wasn’t any notification to Biden and Garland—
perhaps, as you're suggesting, because it’s redundant when the POTUS himself made the request?

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Justice

(0) (6). (b) (NC)FIN

OIORWIGI®) (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 9:25 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {OXONOXAI®)usdoj.gov>
@) ©). ©) (NCY{IIGE(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) IR

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Right -- until Trump, no former President had ever raised any rights or privileges, so we had never done the follow-up notice.
Since Trump has been routinely doing it for January 6 notifications, | have been forwarding by email the privilege letter just to
WHCO (who then forwards it to DOJ). Because Evan Corcoran cc'd (QREOMEOXGION on his letters asserting privilege, there
was no reason for me to forward it to them.

Sorry for the confusion.

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov
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On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:06 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(YXOQNEOXOI®) usdoj.cov> wrote:

Are you sure? Section 2(a) refers to the (old) 1270.46, which was written in general terms and which expressly referenced
the special-access provision (1270.44) as being encompassed:

§ 1270.46 Notice of intent to disclose Presidential records.

(a) The Archivist or his designee shall notify a former President or his designated representative(s) before any
Presidential records of his Administration are disclosed.

(b)(1) The notice given by the Archivist or his designee shall:
(i) Be in writing;

(ii) 1dentify the particular records with reasonable specificity;
(iii) State the reason for the disclosure; and

(iv) Specify the date on which the record will be disclosed.

(2) In the case of records to be disclosed in accordance with § 1270.44, the notice shall also:

(i) Identify the requester and the nature of the request;

(ii) Specify whether the requested records contain materials to which access would otherwise be restricted pursuant
to 44 U.S.C. 2204(a) and identify the category of restriction within which the record to be disclosed falls; and

(iii) Specify the date of the request.

(c) If, after receiving the notice required by paragraph (a) of this section, a former President raises rights or
privileges which he believes should preclude the disclosure of a Presidential record, and the Archivist nevertheless
determines that the record in question should be disclosed, in whole or in part, the Archivist shall notify the former
President or his representative of this determination. The notice given by the Archivist or his designee shall:

(1) Be in writing;

(2) State the basis upon which the determination to disclose the record is made; and

(3) Specify the date on which the record will be disclosed.

(d) The Archivist shall not disclose any records covered by any notice required by paragraph (a) or (c) of this section
for at least 30 calendar days from receipt of the notice by the former President, unless a shorter time period is
required by a demand for Presidential records under § 1270.44.

(e) Copies of all notices provided to former Presidents under this section shall be provided at the same time to the
incumbent President.

<Part effective until July 10, 2017.>

SOURCE: 53 FR 50404, Dec. 15, 1988; 70 FR 16717, April 1, 2005, unless otherwise noted.

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Justice

(b) (6), (b) (NC)PSI))
(b) (6), (b) (M)(C) i)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:56 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QXONOXQI®)usdoj.cov>
W](0) ©). ) (NC)NICIIGR(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) LIRS

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

That process/provision (section 2(a) of EO 13489) applied to public access requests (now superseded by 44 USC 2208), and
there is no practice of that kind for special access requests. Feel free to call me to discuss.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration 15bRR002260
8601 Adelphi Road



College Park, MD 20740
(cel
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
garym.stern@nara.gov

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 8:36 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(YXOQNEOXBI®)] usdoj.cov> wrote:

Sorry, not a notification of the request—a notification of the Archivist’s “intent to disclose Presidential records pursuant to
... the NARA regulations,” which is what triggers the privilege-claim process under E.O. section 2(a).

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Justice

(b) (6), (b) (NC)PSA))

OIONWION® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:03 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QXGONOXBI(®)usdoj.cov>

@) ©). ©) (NCNICIIGR(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) IR

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

When the request is from the incumbent under 2205(2)(B), we don't notify the incumbent of his own request.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Tue, May 3, 2022, 4:50 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QNCONOXQI®)usdoj.cov> wrote:

Thanks, Gary. Can you also please send a copy of any notice that you may have sent to the incumbent President and the
AG of the Archivist’s intent to disclose the records (see Exec. Order section 2(a))? Thanks again.

Marty Lederman

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Justice

(b) (6), (b) (")(C)HSAI]
OIONOION® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:47 PM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {QONOXQI®)usdoi.zov>; SISERIER (0L¢) {DIONOIGI®) usdoj.cov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Below is the 4/12 notification. 15bRR002261



Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

WIORWIG(®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----—--—--

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

el ®) ). ©) (NC)R(D) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (6), (b) (M)C)R(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Cc: Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>

in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-
2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA's regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on
behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this
request, the FBI is seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the
incumbent President's request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA'’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the
urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to
our providing access to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives | (given that the
boxes contain information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/03/2022 09:45:18 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {QYONEOX@I®)] usdoj.gov>

Ce: (OLC) {QIONOIGI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Correct -- when the incumbent is making the request, we don't follow step 2, i.e., notify the incumbent of his own request, because
indeed it would be redundant.

b) (5)

Again, happy to talk all this through if that would be easier.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(b) (6), (B) (NC)FEII

301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

no*Ton

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:40 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) (QXONOXQI®)usdoj.gcov> wrote:

Sorry, I’'m not being clear. The steps the E.O. appears to contemplate:

1. One of the three entities — here, the POTUS — makes a request.

2. The Archivist informs and current and former presidents, and the AG, that she intends to comply with it, offering an
opportunity to assert privilege claoms.

3. One or both presidents assert privilege (or the time expires)

4. Ifthe Archivist determines to disclose the documents even though there was a privilege claim, she notifies the parties.

1 and 3 happened here, as did 2 as to Trump (that’s the email below). But there wasn’t any notification to Biden and Garland—
perhaps, as you’re suggesting, because it’s redundant when the POTUS himself made the request?

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice 15bRR002264



CIONOXQI® (ccll)
CIONOIVI® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 9:25 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) <{(OXONOIWI(®)usdoj.gov>
Cc: (OLC) {QIONOIQI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Right -- until Trump, no former President had ever raised any rights or privileges, so we had never done the follow-up notice.
Since Trump has been routinely doing it for January 6 notifications, I have been forwarding by email the privilege letter just to
WHCO (who then forwards it to DOJ). Because Evan Corcoran cc'd (QXONOXGION on his letters asserting privilege,
there was no reason for me to forward it to them.

Sorry for the confusion.

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
QIGHGIYI®) (ccll)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

15bRR002265
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On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:06 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) <{(QXOQONOXQI®) usdoj.gov> wrote:

Are you sure? Section 2(a) refers to the (old) 1270.46, which was written in general terms and which expressly referenced
the special-access provision (1270.44) as being encompassed:

§ 1270.46 Notice of intent to disclose Presidential records.

(a) The Archivist or his designee shall notify a former President or his designated representative(s) before any
Presidential records of his Administration are disclosed.

(b)(1) The notice given by the Archivist or his designee shall:
(i) Be in writing;

(i1) Identify the particular records with reasonable specificity;
(iii) State the reason for the disclosure; and

(iv) Specify the date on which the record will be disclosed.

(2) In the case of records to be disclosed in accordance with § 1270.44, the notice shall also:
(1) Identify the requester and the nature of the request;

(i1) Specify whether the requested records contain materials to which access would otherwise be restricted pursuant to
44 U.S.C. 2204(a) and identify the category of restriction within which the record to be disclosed falls; and

(ii1) Specify the date of the request.

(c) If, after receiving the notice required by paragraph (a) of this section, a former President raises rights or privileges
which he believes should preclude the disclosure of a Presidential record, and the Archivist nevertheless determines
that the record in question should be disclosed, in whole or in part, the Archivist shall notify the former President or his
representative of this determination. The notice given by the Archivist or his designee shall:

(1) Be in writing;
(2) State the basis upon which the determination to disclose the record is made; and

(3) Specify the date on which the record will be disclosed.

(d) The Archivist shall not disclose any records covered by any notice required by paragraph (a) or (c) of this section
for at least 30 calendar days from receipt of the notice by the former President, unless a shorter time period is required
by a demand for Presidential records under § 1270.44.

15bRR002266



(e) Copies of all notices provided to former Presidents under this section shall be provided at the same time to the
incumbent President.

<Part effective until July 10, 2017.>

SOURCE: 53 FR 50404, Dec. 15, 1988; 70 FR 16717, April 1, 2005, unless otherwise noted.

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) RS8N
RIGABIAI®) (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:56 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) <{(OXONOXWI(®)]usdoj.gov>
Ce: QISNRIGIR (OLC) <{QICNOIQI®)usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

That process/provision (section 2(a) of EO 13489) applied to public access requests (now superseded by 44 USC 2208),
and there is no practice of that kind for special access requests. Feel free to call me to discuss.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov
15bRR002267



On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 8:36 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(OXOQOROXWI®)]usdoj.gcov> wrote:

[

Sorry, not a notification of the request—a notification of the Archivist’s “intent to disclose Presidential records pursuant to
... the NARA regulations,” which is what triggers the privilege-claim process under E.O. section 2(a).

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

CIONOXQI® (ccll)
OIONOIYI® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:03 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QEONOXBQI®)]usdoj.cov>
Cc: (OLC) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

When the request is from the incumbent under 2205(2)(B), we don't notify the incumbent of his own request.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Tue, May 3, 2022, 4:50 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) (QXOQNOXWI®)usdoj.gcov> wrote:

Thanks, Gary. Can you also please send a copy of any notice that you may have sent to the incul¥tREP®:8%dent and the



AG of'the Archivist’s intent to disclose the records (see Exec. Order section 2(a))? Thanks again.

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

CIONOXQI®) (ccll)
OIONOIWI® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:47 PM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QNOQNOXBI®)usdoi.gov>; QICNOIQI® (OLC) <\ OIONOXQI®]usdoj.cov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Below is the 4/12 notification.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
QIGHGIYI®) (ccll)
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern iDnara,gOV
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---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym. stem@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

IR©) ©) ©) (NOR(D) (6). (b) (1)(C) X(0) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Cc: Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>

in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-
2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on
behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this
request, the FBI is seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the
incumbent President’s request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the
urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to our
providing access to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the
boxes contain information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stemn

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
RIS (ccl)
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ggg@;tem@nara.gov
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/03/2022 07:26:01 PM
To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {QXONOXQI®] vsdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Saw you called. Do you need me to call you back this evening, or will you be getting edits back to me tomorrow?

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Tue, May 3, 2022, 9:45 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Correct -- when the incumbent is making the request, we don't follow step 2, i.e., notify the incumbent of his own request,
because indeed it would be redundant.

b) (5)

Again, happy to talk all this through if that would be easier.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

no*Tan

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:40 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) <{(QXONEOXQI®) usdoj.gov> wrote:

Sorry, I'm not being clear. The steps the E.O. appears to contemplate:

1. One of the three entities — here, the POTUS — makes a request.

2. The Archivist informs and current and former presidents, and the AG, that she intends to comply with it, offering an
opportunity to assert privilege claoms.

3. One or both presidents assert privilege (or the time expires)

4. If the Archivist determines to disclose the documents even though there was a privilege claim, she notifies the parties.

1 and 3 happened here, as did 2 as to Trump (that’s the email below). But there wasn’t any notification to Biden and Garland
—yperhaps, as you’re suggesting, because it’s redundant when the POTUS himself made the request?

Marty Lederman 15bRR002272



Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

OIONOXQI® (ccll)
QIONOIQI® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 9:25 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QXONOXWI(®)usdoj.gov>
Ce: QISHOIQI® (OL.C) <{RDICHOIQI®)usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Right -- until Trump, no former President had ever raised any rights or privileges, so we had never done the follow-up notice.
Since Trump has been routinely doing it for January 6 notifications, I have been forwarding by email the privilege letter just to

WHCO (who then forwards it to DOJ). Because Evan Corcoran cc'd (QN@ONOXGION on his letters asserting privilege,
there was no reason for me to forward it to them.

Sorry for the confusion.

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
QIGHGIGI®) (ccll)
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. 2oV
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On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:06 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QXOREOIQI®)usdoj.gov> wrote:

Are you sure? Section 2(a) refers to the (old) 1270.46, which was written in general terms and which expressly referenced
the special-access provision (1270.44) as being encompassed:

§ 1270.46 Notice of intent to disclose Presidential records.

(a) The Archivist or his designee shall notify a former President or his designated representative(s) before any
Presidential records of his Administration are disclosed.

(b)(1) The notice given by the Archivist or his designee shall:
(1) Be in writing;

(it) Identify the particular records with reasonable specificity;
(iii) State the reason for the disclosure; and

(iv) Specify the date on which the record will be disclosed.

(2) In the case of records to be disclosed in accordance with § 1270.44, the notice shall also:
(1) Identify the requester and the nature of the request;

(ii) Specify whether the requested records contain materials to which access would otherwise be restricted pursuant
to 44 U.S.C. 2204(a) and identify the category of restriction within which the record to be disclosed falls; and

(iii) Specify the date of the request.

(c) If, after receiving the notice required by paragraph (a) of this section, a former President raises rights or privileges
which he believes should preclude the disclosure of a Presidential record, and the Archivist nevertheless determines
that the record in question should be disclosed, in whole or in part, the Archivist shall notify the former President or
his representative of this determination. The notice given by the Archivist or his designee shall:

(1) Be in writing;

(2) State the basis upon which the determination to disclose the record is made; and

(3) Specify the date on which the record will be disclosed.
15bRR002274



(d) The Archivist shall not disclose any records covered by any notice required by paragraph (a) or (c) of this section
for at least 30 calendar days from receipt of the notice by the former President, unless a shorter time period is
required by a demand for Presidential records under § 1270.44.

(e) Copies of all notices provided to former Presidents under this section shall be provided at the same time to the
incumbent President.

<Part effective until July 10, 2017.>

SOURCE: 53 FR 50404, Dec. 15, 1988; 70 FR 16717, April 1, 2005, unless otherwise noted.

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

(b) (6), (5) (1)(C) RN
BICHCIA® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:56 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(ECHOXBI®)]usdoj.gov>
Ce: QIRHOIQIR (OL.C) <{RDIONOIQI®) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

That process/provision (section 2(a) of EO 13489) applied to public access requests (now superseded by 44 USC 2208),
and there is no practice of that kind for special access requests. Feel free to call me to discuss.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIONOIQI® (ccll) 15bRR002275



301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 8:36 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(OXOQROXWI®)usdoj.gov> wrote:

Sorry, not a notification of the request—a notification of the Archivist’s “intent to disclose Presidential records pursuant
to ... the NARA regulations,” which is what triggers the privilege-claim process under E.O. section 2(a).

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

CICNOIGI® (ccll)
QOIONOIUI® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:03 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(YEONOXVI®)]usdoj.cov>
Ce: RISIRIGS) (0LC) <DIONOIEIG) o o1~

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

When the request is from the incumbent under 2205(2)(B), we don't notify the incumbent of his own request.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel 15bRR002276
National Archives and Records Administration



On Tue, May 3, 2022, 4:50 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) <{(9NOQNOXQI®)]usdoj.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Gary. Can you also please send a copy of any notice that you may have sent to the incumbent President and
the AG of the Archivist’s intent to disclose the records (see Exec. Order section 2(a))? Thanks again.

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

CIONOXQI® (ccll)
OIONOIW® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:47 PM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(NCQNEOXBI®)usdoi.cov>; QIONOIOI® (OLC) { QIONOXQI®)] usdoj.gcov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Below is the 4/12 notification.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
QICHBIYI® (ccll)
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov
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---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

gl 0) ). &) "CR(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 3(0) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Cc: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>

in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA). as amended. 44 U.S.C. §§
2201-2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House
requested, on behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-
a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the
date of the incumbent President's request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the
urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to
our providing access to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that
the boxes contain information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stem

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
DIGADIGI® (cell)
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax) 15bRR002278



garym.stern Qnara.gov

15bRR002279



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/03/2022 08:49:08 PM
To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {QXONOXQI®] vsdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Let me know if you want to talk any further this evening?

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Tue, May 3, 2022, 7:26 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Saw you called. Do you need me to call you back this evening, or will you be getting edits back to me tomorrow?

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Tue, May 3, 2022, 9:45 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Correct -- when the incumbent is making the request, we don't follow step 2, i.e., notify the incumbent of his own request,
because indeed it would be redundant.

b) (5)

Again, happy to talk all this through if that would be easier.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

£l t]9]

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:40 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(QXOQREOIWI®)usdoj.gov> wrote:

Sorry, I'm not being clear. The steps the E.O. appears to contemplate:

1. One of the three entities — here, the POTUS — makes a request.

2. The Archivist informs and current and former presidents, and the AG, that she intends to comply with it, offering an
opportunity to assert privilege claoms.

3. One or both presidents assert privilege (or the time expires)

4. Ifthe Archivist determines to disclose the documents even though there was a privilege claim, siBB6RRhe parties.



1 and 3 happened here, as did 2 as to Trump (that’s the email below). But there wasn’t any notification to Biden and Garland
—yperhaps, as you’re suggesting, because it’s redundant when the POTUS himself made the request?

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

CICNOIQI®) (ccll)
CIONOIWI® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 9:25 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(EONOXBI®)]usdo;.gov>
Ce: (OLC) < DICHOKRIO) usdoj.cov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Right -- until Trump, no former President had ever raised any rights or privileges, so we had never done the follow-up notice.
Since Trump has been routinely doing it for January 6 notifications, I have been forwarding by email the privilege letter just to

WHCO (who then forwards it to DOJ). Because Evan Corcoran cc'd (QX@REOXGION on his letters asserting privilege,
there was no reason for me to forward it to them.

Sorry for the confusion.

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(el
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

15bRR002281



On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:06 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) \(OXOQROXBI®)usdoj.gov> wrote:

Are you sure? Section 2(a) refers to the (old) 1270.46, which was written in general terms and which expressly referenced
the special-access provision (1270.44) as being encompassed:

§ 1270.46 Notice of intent to disclose Presidential records.

(a) The Archivist or his designee shall notify a former President or his designated representative(s) before any
Presidential records of his Administration are disclosed.

(b)(1) The notice given by the Archivist or his designee shall:
(1) Be in writing;

(ii) Identify the particular records with reasonable specificity;
(iii) State the reason for the disclosure; and

(iv) Specify the date on which the record will be disclosed.

(2) In the case of records to be disclosed in accordance with § 1270.44, the notice shall also:
(1) Identify the requester and the nature of the request;

(i1) Specify whether the requested records contain materials to which access would otherwise be restricted pursuant
to 44 U.S.C. 2204(a) and identify the category of restriction within which the record to be disclosed falls; and

(iii) Specify the date of the request.

(c) If, after receiving the notice required by paragraph (a) of this section, a former President raises rights or
privileges which he believes should preclude the disclosure of a Presidential record, and the1Archi8/0ist nzevertheless
determines that the record in question should be disclosed, in whole or in part, the Archivist Sﬁaﬁ?notff%/ the former



President or his representative of this determination. The notice given by the Archivist or his designee shall:
(1) Be in writing;
(2) State the basis upon which the determination to disclose the record is made; and

(3) Specify the date on which the record will be disclosed.

(d) The Archivist shall not disclose any records covered by any notice required by paragraph (a) or (c) of this
section for at least 30 calendar days from receipt of the notice by the former President, unless a shorter time period
is required by a demand for Presidential records under § 1270.44.

(e) Copies of all notices provided to former Presidents under this section shall be provided at the same time to the
incumbent President.

<Part effective until July 10, 2017.>

SOURCE: 53 FR 50404, Dec. 15, 1988; 70 FR 16717, April 1, 2005, unless otherwise noted.

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

CIONOXQI® (ccll)
OIONOIO® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:56 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(YXONOXQI®)usdoj.cov>
Cc: (OLC) usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

That process/provision (section 2(a) of EO 13489) applied to public access requests (now superseded by 44 USC 2208),
and there is no practice of that kind for special access requests. Feel free to call me to discuss.

15bRR002283
Gary M. Stern



General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
el
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara. gov

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 8:36 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(OXOQOROXBI(®)usdoj.gov> wrote:

Sorry, not a notification of the request—a notification of the Archivist’s “intent to disclose Presidential records pursuant
to ... the NARA regulations,” which is what triggers the privilege-claim process under E.O. section 2(a).

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

(6) (6), () (7)(C) RSN
BIGKRIYLS) (officc)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:03 AM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(EONOXBI®)]usdoj.gov>
Ce: RISHRIGE (01.C) <DICKOIQI®) usdoj.cov> 19pRR002264




Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

When the request is from the incumbent under 2205(2)(B), we don't notify the incumbent of his own request.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Tue, May 3, 2022, 4:50 AM Lederman, Martin (OLC) <{{(ROREXBI®)usdoj.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Gary. Can you also please send a copy of any notice that you may have sent to the incumbent President and
the AG of the Archivist’s intent to disclose the records (see Exec. Order section 2(a))? Thanks again.

Marty Lederman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice

CIONOIQI® (ccll)
OIONOIWI® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:47 PM

To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {(NQNEOXBI®)usdoi.gcov>; QICNOIQI® (OLC) <\ QICNOIQI®)] usdoj.cov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Below is the 4/12 notification.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740

15bRR002285
QIGHOIGIS® (ccll)



301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

i) ©). ©) (NCE(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 3(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Cc: Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>

B in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§
2201-2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House
requested, on behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBL access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-
a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the
date of the incumbent President's request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the
urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review the boxes prior to
our providing access to the FBI next week. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given
that the boxes contain information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

15bRR002286
8601 Adelphi Road



College Park, MD 20740
QICNOIGIS® (ccll)
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

15bRR002287



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/04/2022 02:40:38 PM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: Email to Evan Corcoran

Thanks Jay.

FYI, on the assumption that the FBI can begin their review on Monday, they still need to pass their clearances to us (which is not
always a fast process, since I don't think we are connected to the interagency system).

The NARA POC's is QEQNOIWI®) . ot DIGHOIWI®] @nara.gov. They can also contact us
through personnelsecurity@nara.gov.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cl)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

no*Ton

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:39 PM Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2(@usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary:

Below is the text of the email I sent to Evan Corcoran last Friday, 4/29.

Jay

Evan:

Before our call, I’d like to offer some thoughts for your consideration.

As I am sure you are aware, following multiple granted extension requests, there is a Spm deadline today for any privilege
assertions relating to documents in the fifteen boxes of materials that your client and his representatives turned over to NARA
carlier this year. I realize you have just begun your representation in this matter, but I wanted to give you'sS84¢88fhation for



your awareness as you decide any next steps.

There are important national security interests in the FBI and others in the Intelligence Community getting access to these
materials. According to NARA, among the materials in the boxes are over 100 documents with classification markings,
comprising more than 700 pages. Some include the highest levels of classification, including Special Access Program (SAP)
materials. Access to the materials is not only necessary for purposes of our ongoing criminal investigation, but the Executive
Branch must also conduct an assessment of the potential damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these materials
were stored and transported and take any necessary remedial steps. Accordingly, we are seeking immediate access to these
materials so as to facilitate the necessary assessments that need to be conducted within the Executive Branch.

I'look forward to speaking later.

Jay

Jay 1. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002289



From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Sent time: 05/04/2022 02:43:15 PM
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Email to Evan Corcoran

Thanks. I'll let them know.

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 2:41 PM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Email to Evan Corcoran

Thanks Jay.

FYI, on the assumption that the FBI can begin their review on Monday, they still need to pass their clearances to us (which is
not always a fast process, since | don't think we are connected to the interagency system).

The NARA POC's is [(QIGHOIQI® | -t QIONOIYI®) @ nara.cov. They can also contact us through personnelsecurity@nara.gov.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

EIGHOIGIS] (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:39 PM Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2 @usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary:
Below is the text of the email | sent to Evan Corcoran last Friday, 4/29.

Jay

Evan:
Before our call, I'd like to offer some thoughts for your consideration.

As | am sure you are aware, following multiple granted extension requests, there is a 5pm deadline today for any privilege
assertions relating to documents in the fifteen boxes of materials that your client and his representatives turned over to
NARA earlier this year. | realize you have just begun your representation in this matter, but | wanted to ive you some
information for your awareness as you decide any next steps. 002290



There are important national security interests in the FBI and others in the Intelligence Community getting access to these
materials. According to NARA, among the materials in the boxes are over 100 documents with classification markings,
comprising more than 700 pages. Some include the highest levels of classification, including Special Access Program (SAP)
materials. Access to the materials is not only necessary for purposes of our ongoing criminal investigation, but the Executive
Branch must also conduct an assessment of the potential damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these
materials were stored and transported and take any necessary remedial steps. Accordingly, we are seeking immediate
access to these materials so as to facilitate the necessary assessments that need to be conducted within the Executive
Branch.

I look forward to speaking later.

Jay

Jay |. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

EICKOIV®)

jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/05/2022 08:59:07 PM
To: Lederman, Martin (OLC) {XGQNEOX@I®) usdoj.gov>; Schroeder, Christopher H. (OLC) |G IGNGOXNI(®)] usdoj.gov>
Subject: Fwd: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Attachments:  2022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

Marty/Chris, see new letter from Evan Corcoran offering a new idea on how he and team can review the records (note that he

cc'd (b) (6). (b) (7)(C) , (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) and Jay Bratt).

Please let me know if you think our letter should be modified in any way to note or address this letter?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(b) (6). (0) (NC)PERIN

301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
garym. stern @nara. gov

noTaQ

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran <(YNOQNO)XH(®)

Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM

Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Ce: [(QIONOIVI(®) 3 ) 6 ©) D@ (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

{OICHEIWI®)] who.cop.cov>, RICSHOIGIR) FOP/WHO <{RIQKQIQIS) who.cop.gov>, jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov
<Jay.Brat2@usdoj.gov>,[QIQNRIUIS {GICHOIGI(®) (b) (6). (0) (1)(C) John Laster
<john.laster@nara.gov>

Gary:

Please see the attached correspondence.

With best regards,

Evan
15bRR002292



M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgsoa Sheikin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct{QIONOIGIS) | main RIONOIYIS | fxx QICHOIGIC)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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2022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

A Limited Liability Company
400 East Pratt Street — Suite 900
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
THOMPSON | coo-geazms
Facsimile
Silverman Thompson Slutkin White silvermanthompson.com

Baltimore | Towson | New York | Washington, DC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

May 5, 2022

Via Electronic Mail

Mr. Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

Writer's Direct Contact:

Evan Corcoran
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C),

CICNOIVI®)

Re:  April 11,2022, Special Access Request From Incumbent Administration

Dear Mr. Stern:

I write to offer a proposal to speed review by representatives of former President Donald J.
Trump of the 15 boxes of Presidential documents subject to the April 11, 2022, special access
request made by incumbent President Joseph R. Biden Jr. on behalf of the U.S. Department of

Justice.

As I understand the circumstances, NARA has set ground rules for the review as follows:

e Although NARA has in the past scanned Presidential documents so that they can be
reviewed remotely, these specific documents have not been digitized and must be
reviewed in person in a sensitive compartmented information facility (SCIF) located at

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC;

e In order to be granted access to review any classified documents, a representative of the
former President must have an active security clearance at a level commensurate with

those specific documents;

e The former President’s current NARA representatives who possess this level of

clearance may not participate in this review;

e While the documents are being reviewed, representatives of NARA and the U.S.

Department of Justice will be present;

e Representatives of the former President will only be allowed limited note taking about

any document marked as classified.
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022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

2

Mr. Gary M. Stern
May 5, 2022
Page Two

I have two proposals that would speed review. First, I propose that there be three representatives
of the former President involved in the review. QIQNOIQI® my associate, and I would

review all documents that are not marked classified. Another representative — yet-to-be identified
— would review classified documents.

Second, I propose that we receive two versions of the NARA index to these documents. One
version would be redacted to the satisfaction of officials at the U.S. Department of Justice. That
version would be provided to and me. We would be able to keep that redacted
version of the index. The second version, unredacted, would be provided to the yet-to-be
identified representative of the former President (who possesses an active security clearance), on
a “read only” basis during his or her review of the documents.

I hope that these 1deas are helpful to your consideration of the logistics involved. Our goal is to
move expeditiously to complete review of these documents in a timely manner once we have a
team of representatives who are granted access to the documents. We also understand and
appreciate the need to accommodate the interests of other stakeholders involved.

Thank you for considering this request.
With best regards,

b lpn

M. Evan Corcoran

cc: Mr. John Laster
National Archives
and Records Administration
via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

The White House
via electronic mail

Mr. Jay Bratt

Chief, Counterintelligence and
Export Control Section

U.S. Department of Justice

via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

via electronic mail
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent time: 08/09/2022 06:22:09 PM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Letter from HPSCI Ranking Member

2022.08.09_HPSCI Ranking Member Adam Howard Letter to Acting Archivist Records Production and Preservation.pdf 2022.04.11-DOJ to

Attach ts:
ACHMENIS: ) faloney-NARA PRA - Final.pdf

Jay, please see attached letter from HPSCI Ranking Member Howard, asking for NARA records concerning "the substance of
any communications between NARA, the FBI, and/or the DOJ, including whether any formal criminal referral was made by
NARA related to what was ultimately seized by the FBI yesterday and the basis for such referral.”

Should we respond to him similar to how we responded to Maloney, by referring them to you, and perhaps even reference and
attach your April 11, 2022 letter to Maloney?

Feel free to give me a call to discuss further, on my cell at [ QEONOIGQI®)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

noTaQ
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2022.08.09_HPSCI Rankin

g Member Adam Howard L etter to Acting Archivist_Records Production and Preservation.pdf

UNCLASSIFIED

Ranking Membor U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Brad R. Wenstrup, Ohio

Chris Stewart, Utah

Rick Crawford, Arkansas

Elise M. Stefanik, New York
Markwayne Mullin, Oklahoma
Trent Kelly, Mississippi

Darin LaHood, Illinois

Brian Fitzpatrick, Pennsylvania
Mike Gallagher, Wisconsin

Kevin McCarthy, California
Republican Leader

Ms. Debra Steidel Wall

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE
ON INTELLIGENCE MINORITY

August 9, 2022

Acting Archivist of the United States
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408

Dear Acting Archivist Wall:

HVC-304, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-4121

Adam Howard
Minority Staff Director

Yesterday, agents with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) conducted a search of
former President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence, purportedly based upon a referral from the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) to investigate former President Donald
Trump’s handling of classified White House records.! Former Archivist David Ferriero
confirmed that NARA had been in communication with the Department of Justice (DOJ) over
records that were previously transferred from President Trump because classified information
was allegedly found within those boxes.?

I would assume that an escalation of this magnitude — for the Bureau to obtain a court
ordered-search warrant and conduct an unannounced search, for the first time in our country’s
history, to seize documents stored at a former President’s residence — would indicate that the

Federal government perceived something in those documents posed a serious, ongoing threat to
our national security. As such, the substance of any communications between NARA, the FBI,
and/or the DOJ, including whether any formal criminal referral was made by NARA related to
what was ultimately seized by the FBI yesterday and the basis for such referral, is of keen
interest to the investigative and legislative activities of this Committee.>

Please produce all documents and communications responsive to these matters to the
Committee no later than August 24, 2022.

In addition, it is therefore necessary that you preserve all relevant documents and
communications that may refer or relate to this matter, including those on official governmental
accounts and on personal, non-governmental accounts. Specifically, this preservation request
should be construed as an instruction to preserve all documents, communications, and other
information, including electronic information and metadata, that is or may be potentially

! Caroline Linton, Trump says Mar-a-Lago was ‘raided’ by FBI, CBS News (Aug. 9, 2022),
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/donald-trump-mar-a-lago-fbi-search-warrant-raid/.

2 Letter from David Ferriero, Archivist of the United States, to Carolyn B. Maloney, Chairwoman, H. Comm. on
Oversight & Reform (Feb. 18, 2022).

3 H. Rule X, clause 11(c)(2).

15bRR002297
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responsive to a congressional inquiry, request, investigation, or subpoena that may be initiated or
otherwise undertaken by a committee of Congress or any other investigative entity.

For purposes of this request, “preserve” means securing and maintaining the integrity of
all relevant documents, communications, and other information, including electronic information
and metadata, by taking reasonable steps to prevent the partial or full destruction, alteration,
testing, deletion, shredding, incineration, wiping, relocation, migration, theft, mutation, or
negligent or reckless handling that could render the information incomplete or inaccessible. This
includes preserving all compilations of documents that have already been gathered in response to
requests, even if copies of individual documents may still exist elsewhere in the agency. I further
request that you or your designee:

1.

Exercise reasonable efforts to identify and notify all relevant individuals, including
current and former employees, officials, detailees, contractors, subcontractors, and
consultants who may have had access to potentially relevant information that they
should preserve and return such information to NARA;

Exercise reasonable efforts to identify, recover, and preserve any potentially relevant
electronic information that has been deleted or marked for deletion but is still
recoverable;

Remind all relevant individuals, including current and former employees, officials,
detailees, contractors, subcontractors, and consultants that any federal records sent or
received using a nonofficial account must be forwarded to the agency for proper
archiving, and forward all such material in your possession; and

If it is the routine practice of yours, or any relevant individuals, including current and
former employees, officials, detailees, contractors, subcontractors, or consultants to
destroy or otherwise alter potentially relevant information, either halt such practices
as they relate to the potentially relevant information or arrange for the preservation of
complete and accurate duplicates (including metadata) of such documents,
communications, or other information.

Please advise in writing as to how you will ensure all records relevant to this matter will

be preserved. Thank you for your attention to this request.

Sincerely,
: - ” GZ-JA\

Michael R. Turner
Ranking Member

15bRR002298
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U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530

The Honorable Carolyn Maloney
Chairwoman

Committee on Oversight and Reform
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman Maloney,

Thank you for your letter dated April 7, 2022, regarding correspondence you received
from the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). We appreciate the
opportunity to explain our position in this matter.

As NARA has explained previously in correspondence with you, as part of NARA’s role
in collecting and archiving the records of the Trump Administration, NARA received boxes of
materials that included certain items “marked as classified national security information.”!
Based upon NARA’s concerns about whether such materials had been properly handled, it
referred this matter to the Department of Justice (Department). As the Attorney General said in
February when asked about this matter: The Department “will do what we always do under
these circumstances—Ilook at the facts and the law and take it from there.”?

While we have great respect for the oversight authority of the House Committee on
Oversight and Reform (Committee), in light of the Department’s law enforcement
responsibilities, and consistent with NARA’s response to you on March 28, 2022, the
Department previously asked NARA not to share or otherwise disclose to others information
relating to this matter in order to protect the integrity of our ongoing work. Based upon that
request, NARA referred you to the Department. As you know, the Department’s longstanding
policy, across administrations of both parties, is “to comply with Congressional requests for
information to the fullest extent consistent with the constitutional and statutory obligations of the
Executive Branch, [and] the Department’s goal in all cases is to satisfy legitimate legislative
interests while protecting Executive Branch confidentiality interests. Examples of confidential

! Letter from David S. Ferriero to Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Committee on Oversight and Reform (Feb. 18,
2022), available at https://www.archives.gov/files/foia/ferriero-response-t0-02.09.2022-maloney-
letter.02.18.2022.pdf.

2 Matt Zapotosky, Commenting on classified material found at Mar-a-Lago, Garland says Justice Dept. will ‘look at
the facts and the law,” Washington Post (Feb. 22, 2022).

15bRR002299
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information include ... information the disclosure of which might compromise open criminal
investigations or prosecutions or civil cases.””

With respect to your request for a briefing on this matter, under well established
Department policy, we are unable to provide your office with information related to this matter at
this time.* We appreciate that your letter to the Department acknowledged that the Committee
“does not wish to interfere in any manner with any potential or ongoing [Department]
investigation.”

We hope this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we
may provide additional assistance regarding this or any other matter.

Sincerely,

Peter S. Hyun
Acting Assistant Attorney General

3 Letter from Assistant Attorney General Robert Raben to Chairman John Linder, Subcommittee on Rules and
Organization of the House, Committee on Rules at 2-3 (Jan. 27, 2000), available at
https://www.justice.gov/file/1080046/download.

4 Id. at 3 (“Congressional inquiries during the pendency of a matter pose an inherent threat to the integrity of the
Department’s law enforcement and litigation functions. Such inquiries inescapably create the risk that the public
and the courts will perceive undue political and Congressional influence over law enforcement and litigation
decisions. Such inquires often seek records and other information that our responsibilities for these matters preclude
us from disclosing.”).

15bRR002300



From: a(0) (6), (0) (7)(C) >

Sent time: 08/10/2022 02:49:20 PM

To: garym.stern@nara.gov; John Hamilton <john.hamilton@nara.gov>

Ce: 3b) (6), (b) (1)(C) R(b) (6). (b) (NC)Rb) (). (B) (N)(C)
Subject: COR Minority Oversight letter to NARA

Attachments: 2022-08-10.COR Minority to Wall-NARA re Briefing Request.pdf

Please include COR majority staff on any communications or responses to the oversight letter sent today by COR minority.

Thank you —

(b) (6), (b) (

Chairwoman Carolyn Maloney | Committee on Oversight and Reform — Majority

80 .00
D) 6), (0 (NORDb) (6), (b) (7)(C) g

Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2022 2:46 PM
Subject: Minority: OGR to Wall re NARA Briefing Request and FBI Raid
Hello—

We received a letter from OGR to Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist of the United States, requesting a briefing and
documents regarding the FBI raid of former President Donald Trump. The letter is attached.

Thank you.

Best regards,

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
B Committee on Oversight & Reform

Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

15bRR002301
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CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS JAMES COMER, KENTUCKY

CHAIRWOMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

Conaress of the United States

PHouse of Representatives

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM
2157 RAYBURN House OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

MaJoRrmy (202) 225-5051
MinoRTY  (202) 225-5074

https://oversight.house.gov

August 10, 2022

Ms. Debra Steidel Wall

Acting Archivist of the United States
700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20408

Dear Ms. Wall:

On August 8, 2022, several dozen Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) agents
descended upon Mar-a-Lago—the private residence of former President Donald J. Trump.
According to media reports, the FBI executed a search warrant to retrieve “documents sought by
the National Archives [and Records Administration]” (NARA).? Law enforcement raiding a
former president’s residence is unprecedented. Committee Republicans are concerned that
NARA would utilize the FBI to gather documents that the president, by the very nature of his
constitutional role, could declassify himself, if this was indeed the case as media has reported.
The Biden Administration is continuing to weaponize the FBI against political rivals. To better
understand the circumstances and NARA’s role, if any, in the FBI raid, Oversight Republicans
request an immediate briefing on this matter. Additionally, we request that you ensure
preservation of all documents and communications referring or relating to the warrant executed
by the FBI on August 8, 2022 at Mar-a-Lago.

The FBI and NARA’s actions—apparently to enforce the Presidential Records Act
(PRA)—are so contrary to the customary treatment of former administrations that it begs
scrutiny into whether a political motivation underlay the raid. According to President Trump, the
unannounced raid on his home occurred the morning of August 8, when President Trump was
not home, and included breaking into his safe.? Additionally, President Trump stated he has
been “working and cooperating” with the relevant agencies, which is corroborated by previous
reporting of NARA’s January 2022 retrieval of 15 boxes of documents from Mar-a-Lago, which
were mostly “mementos, gifts, letters from world leaders and other correspondence.” As noted

! Eric Beech, Eric Trump: FBI raid conducted over documents sought by National Archives, REUTERS (Aug. 8,
2022); see also Alex Leary, Sadie Gurman and Aruna Viswanatha, FBI Searches Trump'’s Florida Home Mar-a-
Lago in Document Investigation, WALL ST. J. (Aug. 9, 2022).

2 Statement by Donald J. Trump, 45th President of the United States, Aug. 8, 2022, available at
https://saveamerica.nucleusemail.com/amplify/v/XeHZxcJVhW?hids=BP4DI1jL6k&utm_medium=email_hf&utm_s
ource=ncl__&utm_campaign=20220808___ sa&utm_content=__4736& _nlid=P3ZmaFXGvZ& _nhids=BP4DI1jL6
k.

3 Jacqueline Alemany, Josh Dawsey, Tom Hamburger and Ashley Parker, National Archives had to retrieve Trump
White House records from Mar-a-Lago, WASH. POST (Feb. 7, 2022).
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Acting Archivist Wall
August 10, 2022
Page 2 of 5

in February, “[a]ll recent administrations have had some Presidential Records Act
violations...[and] White House documents from multiple administrations have been retrieved by
the Archives after a president has left office.”* For example, Hillary and President Bill Clinton
“had to return thousands of dollars worth of gifts...[and] the Clintons left the White House with
$28,000 in furnishings” from the White House.®

NARA’s singling out of President Trump’s handling of official records stands starkly in
contrast to the way NARA has treated far clearer violations committed by politicians and
officials who are not Republicans. As has been widely reported for years, Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton “did not have a government email address during her four-year tenure at the State
Department[,]”® aides “took no actions to have her personal emails preserved...as required by the
Federal Records Act[,]”" and emails included classified information,® but faced no
repercussions—Iet alone an FBI raid—which demands an explanation for the disparate treatment
received by President Trump, her once-rival. Since Hillary Clinton has never been President of
the United States, she had a much more limited ability to declassify documents than President
Trump, who was chief executive. Secretary Clinton also deleted over 31,000 emails after
receiving a subpoena for them by the House Select Committee on Benghazi, which was met with
the FBI’s apathy.® Committee Republicans are content to leave Secretary Clinton to her
retirement, yet the FBI and NARA’s behavior towards President Trump deserves an explanation
as to why the latter deserved a raid by the FBI.

Committee Republicans demand answers about the FBI and NARA’s investigation of
President Trump and any coordination between the two agencies. The seeming weaponization of
the federal government against President Biden’s political rivals cannot go unchecked, and if
NARA is working to further these efforts, it will be only the latest agency to lose its credibility in
the eyes of the American people under the Biden Administration. To assist Committee
Republicans in conducting oversight over NARA’s participation in this shameful episode in
American history, please make arrangements to provide a Member-level briefing as soon as
possible, but no later than August 17, 2022.

Additionally, please provide the following documents, covering the time period from
January 20, 2021 to the present, no later than August 24, 2022:

1. All documents and communications between any employee or agent of NARA and
the FBI or Department of Justice, including the Offices of the United States
Attorneys, regarding former President Trump;

41d.

S 1d.

& Michael S. Schmidt, Hillary Clinton Used Personal Email Account at State Dept., Possibly Breaking Rules, N.Y.
TIMES (Mar. 2, 2015).

"1d.

8 FBI recommends no charges against Hillary Clinton over emails, BBC NEws (Jul. 6, 2016).

°1d.
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All documents and communications between or among employees or agents of
NARA regarding any documents in the possession of former President Trump;

All documents produced or contributed to by any employee or agent of NARA and
submitted to a U.S. federal district court, magistrate, or judge; and

All documents and communications sufficient to show the process by which NARA
collects documents after a presidential transition.

In addition, we request that you preserve all responsive documents, communications, and
other data (“records”) that may be required for our oversight and investigative duties.

Accordingl

1.

y, we request that you:

Preserve all e-mail, electronic documents, and data (“electronic records”) from
January 20, 2021 related to former President Trump’s papers. For the purposes of
this request, “preserve” means taking reasonable steps to prevent the partial or full
destruction, alteration, testing, deletion, shredding, incineration, wiping, relocation,
migration, theft, or mutation of electronic records, as well as negligent or intentional
handling that would make such records incomplete or inaccessible;

Exercise reasonable efforts to identify and notify former employees and contractors,
subcontractors and consultants who may have access to such electronic records that
they are to be preserved; and

If it is the routine practice of any agency employee or contractor to destroy or
otherwise alter such electronic records, either halt such practices or arrange for the
preservation of complete and accurate duplicates or copies of such records, suitable
for production if requested.

To schedule the briefing or ask any related follow-up questions, please contact

Committee

on Oversight and Reform Republican staff at (202) 225-5074. The Committee on

Oversight and Reform has specific jurisdiction over NARA under House Rule X. Additionally,
the Committee on Oversight and Reform is the principal oversight committee of the U.S. House
of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time” under House
Rule X. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
James Comer Jody Hice ¢
Ranking Member Ranking Member
Committee on Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on Government

Operations

15bRR002304
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Glenn S. Grothman
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on National Security

Nancy Mace

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Civil Rights and
Civil Liberties

Jim Jordan
Member of Congress

oy

Bob Gibbs
Member of Congress

Ralph Norman
Member of Congress

Ful LMoy

Fred Keller
Member of Congress

Michael Cloud

Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Economic and
Consumer Policy

YVette Herrell
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Environment

Virginia A. Foxx
Member of Congress

Clay Higgins
Member of Congress

(S sy

Pete Sessions™
Member of Congress

A B

Andy Biggs ™
Member of Congress
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Anded> S, 00,40 O doott Zomntl,

Andrew S. Clyde G C. Scott Franklin
Member of Congress Member of C ess

B Femes

Jake LaTurner

Member of Congress Member of Congress
B‘)ﬁﬁl Donalds Mike Flo

Member of Congress Member/of Congress
cc: The Honorable Carolyn Maloney, Chairwoman

Committee on Oversight and Reform

The Honorable Gerald E. Connolly, Chairman
Subcommittee on Government Operations

The Honorable Stephen F. Lynch, Chairman
Subcommittee on National Security

The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi, Chairman
Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer Policy

The Honorable Ro Khanna, Chairman
Subcommittee on Environment

The Honorable Jamie Raskin, Chairman
Subcommittee on Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 08/10/2022 03:30:46 PM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: Letter from HPSCI Ranking Member

Attachments: 2022-08-10.Ranking Member Comer Letter to Wall re FBI-DOJ Search.pdf

Jay, see also the letter we got today from HOGR Ranking Member Comer. Please call me to discuss, at[(QEIONOIGQI(®)

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICHOIGIS) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

ol 7]

On Tue, Aug 9, 2022 at 6:22 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Jay, please see attached letter from HPSCI Ranking Member Howard, asking for NARA records concerning "the substance of
any communications between NARA, the FBI, and/or the DOJ, including whether any formal criminal referral was made by
NARA related to what was ultimately seized by the FBI yesterday and the basis for such referral."

Should we respond to him similar to how we responded to Maloney, by referring them to you, and perhaps even reference and
attach your April 11, 2022 letter to Maloney?

Feel free to give me a call to discuss further, on my cell at[QEQNOIQIS)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIONOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garymlstern a)nara.gov

ol t]9)
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CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS JAMES COMER, KENTUCKY

CHAIRWOMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

Conaress of the United States

PHouse of Representatives

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM
2157 RAYBURN House OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

MaJoRrmy (202) 225-5051
MinoRTY  (202) 225-5074

https://oversight.house.gov

August 10, 2022

Ms. Debra Steidel Wall

Acting Archivist of the United States
700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20408

Dear Ms. Wall:

On August 8, 2022, several dozen Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) agents
descended upon Mar-a-Lago—the private residence of former President Donald J. Trump.
According to media reports, the FBI executed a search warrant to retrieve “documents sought by
the National Archives [and Records Administration]” (NARA).? Law enforcement raiding a
former president’s residence is unprecedented. Committee Republicans are concerned that
NARA would utilize the FBI to gather documents that the president, by the very nature of his
constitutional role, could declassify himself, if this was indeed the case as media has reported.
The Biden Administration is continuing to weaponize the FBI against political rivals. To better
understand the circumstances and NARA’s role, if any, in the FBI raid, Oversight Republicans
request an immediate briefing on this matter. Additionally, we request that you ensure
preservation of all documents and communications referring or relating to the warrant executed
by the FBI on August 8, 2022 at Mar-a-Lago.

The FBI and NARA’s actions—apparently to enforce the Presidential Records Act
(PRA)—are so contrary to the customary treatment of former administrations that it begs
scrutiny into whether a political motivation underlay the raid. According to President Trump, the
unannounced raid on his home occurred the morning of August 8, when President Trump was
not home, and included breaking into his safe.? Additionally, President Trump stated he has
been “working and cooperating” with the relevant agencies, which is corroborated by previous
reporting of NARA’s January 2022 retrieval of 15 boxes of documents from Mar-a-Lago, which
were mostly “mementos, gifts, letters from world leaders and other correspondence.” As noted

! Eric Beech, Eric Trump: FBI raid conducted over documents sought by National Archives, REUTERS (Aug. 8,
2022); see also Alex Leary, Sadie Gurman and Aruna Viswanatha, FBI Searches Trump'’s Florida Home Mar-a-
Lago in Document Investigation, WALL ST. J. (Aug. 9, 2022).

2 Statement by Donald J. Trump, 45th President of the United States, Aug. 8, 2022, available at
https://saveamerica.nucleusemail.com/amplify/v/XeHZxcJVhW?hids=BP4DI1jL6k&utm_medium=email_hf&utm_s
ource=ncl__&utm_campaign=20220808___ sa&utm_content=__4736& _nlid=P3ZmaFXGvZ& _nhids=BP4DI1jL6
k.

3 Jacqueline Alemany, Josh Dawsey, Tom Hamburger and Ashley Parker, National Archives had to retrieve Trump
White House records from Mar-a-Lago, WASH. POST (Feb. 7, 2022).
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Acting Archivist Wall
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in February, “[a]ll recent administrations have had some Presidential Records Act
violations...[and] White House documents from multiple administrations have been retrieved by
the Archives after a president has left office.”* For example, Hillary and President Bill Clinton
“had to return thousands of dollars worth of gifts...[and] the Clintons left the White House with
$28,000 in furnishings” from the White House.®

NARA’s singling out of President Trump’s handling of official records stands starkly in
contrast to the way NARA has treated far clearer violations committed by politicians and
officials who are not Republicans. As has been widely reported for years, Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton “did not have a government email address during her four-year tenure at the State
Department[,]”® aides “took no actions to have her personal emails preserved...as required by the
Federal Records Act[,]”" and emails included classified information,® but faced no
repercussions—Iet alone an FBI raid—which demands an explanation for the disparate treatment
received by President Trump, her once-rival. Since Hillary Clinton has never been President of
the United States, she had a much more limited ability to declassify documents than President
Trump, who was chief executive. Secretary Clinton also deleted over 31,000 emails after
receiving a subpoena for them by the House Select Committee on Benghazi, which was met with
the FBI’s apathy.® Committee Republicans are content to leave Secretary Clinton to her
retirement, yet the FBI and NARA’s behavior towards President Trump deserves an explanation
as to why the latter deserved a raid by the FBI.

Committee Republicans demand answers about the FBI and NARA’s investigation of
President Trump and any coordination between the two agencies. The seeming weaponization of
the federal government against President Biden’s political rivals cannot go unchecked, and if
NARA is working to further these efforts, it will be only the latest agency to lose its credibility in
the eyes of the American people under the Biden Administration. To assist Committee
Republicans in conducting oversight over NARA’s participation in this shameful episode in
American history, please make arrangements to provide a Member-level briefing as soon as
possible, but no later than August 17, 2022.

Additionally, please provide the following documents, covering the time period from
January 20, 2021 to the present, no later than August 24, 2022:

1. All documents and communications between any employee or agent of NARA and
the FBI or Department of Justice, including the Offices of the United States
Attorneys, regarding former President Trump;

41d.

S 1d.

& Michael S. Schmidt, Hillary Clinton Used Personal Email Account at State Dept., Possibly Breaking Rules, N.Y.
TIMES (Mar. 2, 2015).

"1d.

8 FBI recommends no charges against Hillary Clinton over emails, BBC NEws (Jul. 6, 2016).

°1d.
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All documents and communications between or among employees or agents of
NARA regarding any documents in the possession of former President Trump;

All documents produced or contributed to by any employee or agent of NARA and
submitted to a U.S. federal district court, magistrate, or judge; and

All documents and communications sufficient to show the process by which NARA
collects documents after a presidential transition.

In addition, we request that you preserve all responsive documents, communications, and
other data (“records”) that may be required for our oversight and investigative duties.

Accordingl

1.

y, we request that you:

Preserve all e-mail, electronic documents, and data (“electronic records”) from
January 20, 2021 related to former President Trump’s papers. For the purposes of
this request, “preserve” means taking reasonable steps to prevent the partial or full
destruction, alteration, testing, deletion, shredding, incineration, wiping, relocation,
migration, theft, or mutation of electronic records, as well as negligent or intentional
handling that would make such records incomplete or inaccessible;

Exercise reasonable efforts to identify and notify former employees and contractors,
subcontractors and consultants who may have access to such electronic records that
they are to be preserved; and

If it is the routine practice of any agency employee or contractor to destroy or
otherwise alter such electronic records, either halt such practices or arrange for the
preservation of complete and accurate duplicates or copies of such records, suitable
for production if requested.

To schedule the briefing or ask any related follow-up questions, please contact

Committee

on Oversight and Reform Republican staff at (202) 225-5074. The Committee on

Oversight and Reform has specific jurisdiction over NARA under House Rule X. Additionally,
the Committee on Oversight and Reform is the principal oversight committee of the U.S. House
of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time” under House
Rule X. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
James Comer Jody Hice ¢
Ranking Member Ranking Member
Committee on Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on Government

Operations

15bRR002310
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August 10, 2022
Page 4 of 5

Glenn S. Grothman
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on National Security

Nancy Mace

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Civil Rights and
Civil Liberties

Jim Jordan
Member of Congress

oy

Bob Gibbs
Member of Congress

Ralph Norman
Member of Congress

Ful LMoy

Fred Keller
Member of Congress

Michael Cloud

Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Economic and
Consumer Policy

YVette Herrell
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Environment

Virginia A. Foxx
Member of Congress

Clay Higgins
Member of Congress

(S sy

Pete Sessions™
Member of Congress

A B

Andy Biggs ™
Member of Congress
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Anded> S, 00,40 O doott Zomntl,

Andrew S. Clyde G C. Scott Franklin
Member of Congress Member of C ess

B Femes

Jake LaTurner

Member of Congress Member of Congress
B‘)ﬁﬁl Donalds Mike Flo

Member of Congress Member/of Congress
cc: The Honorable Carolyn Maloney, Chairwoman

Committee on Oversight and Reform

The Honorable Gerald E. Connolly, Chairman
Subcommittee on Government Operations

The Honorable Stephen F. Lynch, Chairman
Subcommittee on National Security

The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi, Chairman
Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer Policy

The Honorable Ro Khanna, Chairman
Subcommittee on Environment

The Honorable Jamie Raskin, Chairman
Subcommittee on Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 08/17/2022 10:24:10 AM
To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Subject: PRA Records re January 6

Jay, the January 6th Committee has asked us when we will be able to review the Presidential records that you have obtained from
Mar-a-Lago to determine if anything is responsive to their requests.

Please let me know what, if anything, I can tell them. Feel free to give me a call to discuss, at QEONOIQI®)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICHBIYI® (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

flvhal t]7)
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 08/20/2022 04:52:39 PM

To: (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) {RICHOIGI®) @who.cop.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Letter

Attachments: WallResponse t008-09-2022TurnerLetter Signed.pdf

FYT, here's the letter that we sent.

15bRR002314
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August 16, 2022

The Honorable Michael R. Turner

Ranking Member

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

By Email

Dear Ranking Member Turner:

I write in response to your letter of August 9, 2022, in regard to the Department of Justice (DOJ)
investigation involving Presidential records recovered from former President Trump’s
Mar-a-Lago property in Florida.

As a general matter, the Presidential Records Act (PRA) mandates that all Presidential records
must be properly preserved by each Administration so that a complete set of Presidential records
is transferred to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) at the end of the
Administration. As former Archivist of the United States David S. Ferriero stated in a press
statement on February 7, 2022, “NARA pursues the return of records whenever we learn that
records have been improperly removed or have not been appropriately transferred to official
accounts.” The same statement also explained that, in mid-January 2022, “NARA arranged for
the transport from the Trump Mar-a-Lago property in Florida to the National Archives of 15
boxes that contained Presidential records, following discussions with President Trump’s
representatives in 2021.”

When NARA identified items marked as classified national security information within the 15
boxes, NARA referred this issue to the DOJ. Since that time, the DOJ has been exclusively
responsible for all aspects of this investigation, and NARA has not been involved in the DOJ
investigation or any searches that it has conducted. Accordingly, NARA is unable to provide a
briefing or any documents in response to your letter, and we refer you to the DOJ. Please note,
however, that NARA is preserving all records related to this matter.

15bRR002315
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Sincerely,

Debra Steidel Wall
Acting Archivist of the United States

cc: The Honorable Adam Schiff, Chairman
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence

15bRR002316



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 08/30/2022 12:38:50 PM

To: (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) JOICKOIVIE®)] @who.cop.gov=>; (IONEOIGDIE®) {OICONOIQVI®G@N who.cop.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Letter from Ranking Member James Comer and Oversight Committee Republicans

Attachments: 2022-08-30 Follow-up letter to NARA re FBI search.pdf

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cl)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

ol 7]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

GRN0) (6). ©) (1)(C)R(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) >

Date: Tue, Aug 30,2022 at 11:01 AM

Subject: Letter from Ranking Member James Comer and Oversight Committee Republicans

To: debra.wall@nara.gov <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Cc: congress.affairs(@nara.gov <congress. affairs@nara gov>, john.hamilton(@nara.gov <john. hamilton@nara.aov>,
¥0)(6).® (NC) B BO) ©). (0) ()(C) >,

x(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Ms. Wall,

Please see the attached follow-up letter from Ranking Member James Comer. This letter is also signed by Republican Members
of the House Oversight and Reform Committee. We appreciate your assistance and look forward to hearing from you. Please
acknowledge receipt of this letter.

Thank you,

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

QICNOIY(®)
Staff Assistant
Committee on Oversight and Reform- Minority

: 15bRR002317
Ranking Member James Comer



John O. Hamilton

Director of Congressional Affairs

National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

PH: 202-357-6832

Cell: QIGHCIUI®]

Fax: 202-3575959

15bRR002318
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CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS JAMES COMER, KENTUCKY

CHAIRWOMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

Conaress of the United States

PHouse of Representatives
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM
2157 RAYBURN House OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

MaJy
Min

Y (202) 225-5051
Y (202) 225-5074

https://oversight.house.gov

August 30, 2022

Ms. Debra Steidel Wall

Acting Archivist of the United States
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Ms. Wall:

This is in response to your letter dated August 16, 2022, and to inquire as to whether you
would like to amend the representations made in that letter regarding the events leading up to,
and the National Archives’ (NARA) involvement in, the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago.
Specifically, in that letter you stated:

Since that time, [the point at which NARA referred the matter of classified
documents to the Department of Justice] DOJ has been exclusively
responsible for all aspects of this investigation, and NARA has not been
involved in the DOJ investigation or any searches that it has conducted.
Accordingly, NARA is unable to provide a briefing or any documents
in response to your letter, and we refer you to the DOJ.!

The accuracy of this statement has been called into question in recent days.

On August 22, 2022, Just the News published a letter demonstrating robust negotiations
between NARA and former President Trump’s attorney, Evan Corcoran.? Also on August 22,
2022, the New York Times reported: ““...the material in the boxes prompted archives officials to
refer the matter to the Justice Department, which within months had convened a grand jury
investigation.” The article explains that NARA “spent much of 2021 trying to get back material
from Mr. Trump,” as well as noting NARA’s role in preserving presidential records.*

! Letter from Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist of the U.S. to Hon. James Comer, Ranking Member, H.
Comm. on Oversight & Reform (Aug. 16, 2022) (emphasis added).

2 Ben Whedon, Full Text of National Archives Letter to Trump on Classified Documents, JUST THE NEWS (Aug. 22,
2022). Also now available at: https://www.archives.gov/files/foia/wall-letter-to-evan-corcoran-re-trump-boxes-
05.10.2022.pdf).

* Maggie Haberman, Jodi Kantor, Adam Goldman, & Ben Protess, Trump Had More Than 300 Classified
Documents at Mar-a-Lago, N.Y. TIMES (Aug. 22, 2022).

41d.
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Acting Archivist Wall
August 30, 2022
Page 2 of 5

While your letter acknowledges the referral to the DOJ, it ignores the first two requests
made in the August 10, 2022, letter to you.> Specifically, that letter requested:

1. All documents and communications between any employee or agent of NARA and the
FBI or Department of Justice, including the Offices of the United States Attorneys,
regarding former President Trump;

2. All documents and communications between or among employees or agents of NARA
regarding any documents in the possession of former President Trump.$

The time period covered by this request—as stated in the letter—is January 20, 2021, to
the present.” The letter to Mr. Corcoran, along with any other documents demonstrating
negotiations with former President Trump’s team as reported on by the New York Times, would
certainly be covered by the above requests. Moreover, the letter to Mr. Corcoran specifically
mentions communications between NARA and the DOJ (e.g., “NARA informed the Department
of Justice...”; “The Assistant Attorney General has advised me...”; “...which the Assistant
Attorney General informs me...”). It is puzzling that you and your staff would blatantly deny
the existence of such responsive documents or communications to Congress. It is implausible
that there would be no internal communications by NARA employees regarding the subject
matter of the letter to Mr. Corcoran, as your letter to us would indicate.

Transparency is particularly important in the post-pandemic era when Americans are
lacking trust in our nation’s institutions. Congress, and particularly the Oversight Committee,
has a duty to provide transparency and accountability for the American people. We request that
you revisit your prior communications to Oversight Republicans and amend your prior
statements as necessary. Likewise, we expect your office to provide a briefing and documents
responsive to the August 10, 2022, letter signed by 20 Republican Members of the Oversight
Committee.

On August 24, 2022, the New York Times again reported on communications between
NARA general counsel, Gary Stern, and former President Trump’s White House attorneys.®
While these documents are undoubtedly covered by request number two, above, since NARA
employees were courtesy copied and likely received earlier draft copies, to be abundantly clear,
please provide the following documents and information related to former President Trump’s
records no later than September 13, 2022, for the time period January 1, 2021 and present:

5 Letter from Hon. James Comer & nineteen other Republican Members of the H. Oversight & Reform Comm. to
Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist of the U.S., (Aug. 10, 2022) available at https://republicans-
oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-08-10-NARA-MAL567537660.pdf.

6 1d.

T1d.

8 Alan Feuer & Maggie Haberman, Email Shows Early Tension Between Trump & National Archives, N.Y. TIMES
(Aug. 24, 2022) (article notes that John Laster, a NARA official, was copied on the correspondence to former
President Trump’s attorneys).

15bRR002320
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Acting Archivist Wall
August 30, 2022
Page 3 of 5

1. All documents and communications between employees or agents of NARA and
President Trump, his representatives, and/or counsel.

2. All documents and communications between employees or agents of NARA and any

White House official(s).

To make arrangements to schedule the briefing or ask any related follow-up questions,
please contact Committee on Oversight and Reform Republican Staff at (202) 225-5074.
Documents may be provided electronically by the same means you have been producing to
Committee Democrats over the course of this Congress. The Committee on Oversight and
Reform is the principal oversight Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives and has broad
authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time” under House Rule X. Thank you in advance

for your cooperation with this inquiry.

J % Comer

Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Reform

B ik

Glenn S. Grothman
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on National Security

Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Civil Rights and
Civil Liberties

Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Government
Operations

Michael Clo

Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Economic and
Consumer Policy

Yvéfte Herrell
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Environment

15bRR002321
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Acting Archivist Wall
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Q—-— OA da
it ford
berof Congress
Bob Gibbs
Member of Congress

K5l Vpmen

Ralph Norman
Member of Congress

Hud Mg

Fred Keller
Member of Congress

Andrew S. Clyde
Member of Congress

% )‘C>§> Qwu—;
Jake LaTurner
Member of Congress

Virgifila Foxx
Member of Congress

Ly S

Clay I-hggl(ns 7/

Member of Congress

S
Pete Sessio
Member of Congress

U

Andy Biggs
Member of Congress

ott Fonmlll,

C. Scott Franklin
Member of Congress

P 0
Member of Congress

P 7 e VR,

on Donalds Mike Flo o
Member of Congress Member/of Congress
cc: The Honorable Carolyn Maloney, Chairwoman

Committee on Oversight and Reform
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The Honorable Gerald E. Connolly, Chairman
Subcommittee on Government Operations

The Honorable Stephen F. Lynch, Chairman
Subcommittee on National Security

The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi, Chairman
Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer Policy

The Honorable Ro Khanna, Chairman
Subcommittee on Environment

The Honorable Jamie Raskin, Chairman
Subcommittee on Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

15bRR002323



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 08/31/2022 04:19:29 PM

To: Newman, David A. (ODAG) {QICGNEIVI®)] @usdoj.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Letter from Ranking Member James Comer and Oversight Committee Republicans
Attachments: 2022-08-30 Follow-up letter to NARA re FBI search.pdf

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICHBIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

ol 7]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Aug 30, 2022 at 2:41 PM

Subject: Fwd: Letter from Ranking Member James Comer and Oversight Committee Republicans

To: Colborn, Paul <RIQNAIQI® ) usdoj.gov>

Paul, I would greatly appreciate your guidance on how best to respond to this follow-up letter from ranking member Comer. His
original 8/10/22 letter, and our 8/16/22 response (as well as similar letters from (8/9) and to (8/16) HPSCI ranking member
Turner) can be found at this link (near the bottom): https://www.archives.gov/foia/pra-trump-admin

Please let me know when you might be free.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICHGIYI® (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

flvhal t]7)
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N 0) (5). () (NOR(D) (6), (0) (7)(C) >

Date: Tue, Aug 30, 2022 at 11:01 AM

Subject: Letter from Ranking Member James Comer and Oversight Committee Republicans

To: debra.wall@nara.gov <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Cc: congress.affairs(@nara.gov <congress.affairs@nara.gov>, john.hamilton(@nara.gov <i0hn.hami1ton@nara.aov>,
10) (6), (0) (N(C) ) ©. O (NCRD) ©), () (N(C) () ©). ) ()C)

y(0) (6), (b) (7)(C) >

Ms. Wall,

Please see the attached follow-up letter from Ranking Member James Comer. This letter is also signed by Republican Members
of the House Oversight and Reform Committee. We appreciate your assistance and look forward to hearing from you. Please
acknowledge receipt of this letter.

Thank you,

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Staff Assistant
Committee on Oversight and Reform- Minority

Ranking Member James Comer

John O. Hamilton

Director of Congressional Affairs

National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

PH: 202-357-6832

Cell: QIGHOIUI®

Fax: 202-3575959

15bRR002325
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CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS JAMES COMER, KENTUCKY

CHAIRWOMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

Conaress of the United States

PHouse of Representatives
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM
2157 RAYBURN House OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

MaJy
Min

Y (202) 225-5051
Y (202) 225-5074

https://oversight.house.gov

August 30, 2022

Ms. Debra Steidel Wall

Acting Archivist of the United States
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Ms. Wall:

This is in response to your letter dated August 16, 2022, and to inquire as to whether you
would like to amend the representations made in that letter regarding the events leading up to,
and the National Archives’ (NARA) involvement in, the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago.
Specifically, in that letter you stated:

Since that time, [the point at which NARA referred the matter of classified
documents to the Department of Justice] DOJ has been exclusively
responsible for all aspects of this investigation, and NARA has not been
involved in the DOJ investigation or any searches that it has conducted.
Accordingly, NARA is unable to provide a briefing or any documents
in response to your letter, and we refer you to the DOJ.!

The accuracy of this statement has been called into question in recent days.

On August 22, 2022, Just the News published a letter demonstrating robust negotiations
between NARA and former President Trump’s attorney, Evan Corcoran.? Also on August 22,
2022, the New York Times reported: ““...the material in the boxes prompted archives officials to
refer the matter to the Justice Department, which within months had convened a grand jury
investigation.” The article explains that NARA “spent much of 2021 trying to get back material
from Mr. Trump,” as well as noting NARA’s role in preserving presidential records.*

! Letter from Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist of the U.S. to Hon. James Comer, Ranking Member, H.
Comm. on Oversight & Reform (Aug. 16, 2022) (emphasis added).

2 Ben Whedon, Full Text of National Archives Letter to Trump on Classified Documents, JUST THE NEWS (Aug. 22,
2022). Also now available at: https://www.archives.gov/files/foia/wall-letter-to-evan-corcoran-re-trump-boxes-
05.10.2022.pdf).

* Maggie Haberman, Jodi Kantor, Adam Goldman, & Ben Protess, Trump Had More Than 300 Classified
Documents at Mar-a-Lago, N.Y. TIMES (Aug. 22, 2022).

41d.
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Acting Archivist Wall
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While your letter acknowledges the referral to the DOJ, it ignores the first two requests
made in the August 10, 2022, letter to you.> Specifically, that letter requested:

1. All documents and communications between any employee or agent of NARA and the
FBI or Department of Justice, including the Offices of the United States Attorneys,
regarding former President Trump;

2. All documents and communications between or among employees or agents of NARA
regarding any documents in the possession of former President Trump.$

The time period covered by this request—as stated in the letter—is January 20, 2021, to
the present.” The letter to Mr. Corcoran, along with any other documents demonstrating
negotiations with former President Trump’s team as reported on by the New York Times, would
certainly be covered by the above requests. Moreover, the letter to Mr. Corcoran specifically
mentions communications between NARA and the DOJ (e.g., “NARA informed the Department
of Justice...”; “The Assistant Attorney General has advised me...”; “...which the Assistant
Attorney General informs me...”). It is puzzling that you and your staff would blatantly deny
the existence of such responsive documents or communications to Congress. It is implausible
that there would be no internal communications by NARA employees regarding the subject
matter of the letter to Mr. Corcoran, as your letter to us would indicate.

Transparency is particularly important in the post-pandemic era when Americans are
lacking trust in our nation’s institutions. Congress, and particularly the Oversight Committee,
has a duty to provide transparency and accountability for the American people. We request that
you revisit your prior communications to Oversight Republicans and amend your prior
statements as necessary. Likewise, we expect your office to provide a briefing and documents
responsive to the August 10, 2022, letter signed by 20 Republican Members of the Oversight
Committee.

On August 24, 2022, the New York Times again reported on communications between
NARA general counsel, Gary Stern, and former President Trump’s White House attorneys.®
While these documents are undoubtedly covered by request number two, above, since NARA
employees were courtesy copied and likely received earlier draft copies, to be abundantly clear,
please provide the following documents and information related to former President Trump’s
records no later than September 13, 2022, for the time period January 1, 2021 and present:

5 Letter from Hon. James Comer & nineteen other Republican Members of the H. Oversight & Reform Comm. to
Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist of the U.S., (Aug. 10, 2022) available at https://republicans-
oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-08-10-NARA-MAL567537660.pdf.

6 1d.

T1d.

8 Alan Feuer & Maggie Haberman, Email Shows Early Tension Between Trump & National Archives, N.Y. TIMES
(Aug. 24, 2022) (article notes that John Laster, a NARA official, was copied on the correspondence to former
President Trump’s attorneys).

15bRR002327
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1. All documents and communications between employees or agents of NARA and
President Trump, his representatives, and/or counsel.

2. All documents and communications between employees or agents of NARA and any

White House official(s).

To make arrangements to schedule the briefing or ask any related follow-up questions,
please contact Committee on Oversight and Reform Republican Staff at (202) 225-5074.
Documents may be provided electronically by the same means you have been producing to
Committee Democrats over the course of this Congress. The Committee on Oversight and
Reform is the principal oversight Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives and has broad
authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time” under House Rule X. Thank you in advance

for your cooperation with this inquiry.

J % Comer

Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Reform

B ik

Glenn S. Grothman
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on National Security

Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Civil Rights and
Civil Liberties

Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Government
Operations

Michael Clo

Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Economic and
Consumer Policy

Yvéfte Herrell
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Environment

15bRR002328
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Q—-— OA da
it ford
berof Congress
Bob Gibbs
Member of Congress

K5l Vpmen

Ralph Norman
Member of Congress

Hud Mg

Fred Keller
Member of Congress

Andrew S. Clyde
Member of Congress

% )‘C>§> Qwu—;
Jake LaTurner
Member of Congress

Virgifila Foxx
Member of Congress

Ly S

Clay I-hggl(ns 7/

Member of Congress

S
Pete Sessio
Member of Congress

U

Andy Biggs
Member of Congress

ott Fonmlll,

C. Scott Franklin
Member of Congress

P 0
Member of Congress

P 7 e VR,

on Donalds Mike Flo o
Member of Congress Member/of Congress
cc: The Honorable Carolyn Maloney, Chairwoman

Committee on Oversight and Reform
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The Honorable Gerald E. Connolly, Chairman
Subcommittee on Government Operations

The Honorable Stephen F. Lynch, Chairman
Subcommittee on National Security

The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi, Chairman
Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer Policy

The Honorable Ro Khanna, Chairman
Subcommittee on Environment

The Honorable Jamie Raskin, Chairman
Subcommittee on Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

15bRR002330



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 09/13/2022 10:02:34 AM

To: Newman, David A. (ODAG) {QYONEIVI®)] @usdoj.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Letter for Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist of the United States, National Archives and Records Administration
Attachments:  2022-09-13.CBM to Steidel Wall-NARA re MAL Certification.pdf

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RIGHRIES (1)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: OICHOINI®) >
Date: Tue, Sep 13, 2022, 8:14 AM

Subject: Letter for Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist of the United States, National Archives and Records Administration
To: John Hamilton <john.hamilton@nara.gov>

es°) ©. © " OR(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) =2A(b) (6), (b) (NC)E(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) > [(QIONOIGI(®)
¥(b) 6. (0) (1)(©) 0 ©. b) NOR®) ©). () (N©) 6 ©. 6 (O

B(0) (6), 0) (7)) S©) ©. © (ORD) (6), (b) (7)(C) S ®) ). ©) (7)(C)

¥06) (6). (0) (N(©) B6) ©), 6) COR®) 6). (0) (N(C) > IICIGS

30) (6), /) MO MO OVOED) (6). ®) NC) B

Hello—

Please see the attached letter from Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Committee on Oversight and Reform, for Ms. Debra Steidel
Wall, Acting Archivist of the United States, National Archives and Records Administration.

Please acknowledge receipt of the letter. Thank you.

Best regards,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Staff Assistant | Committee on Oversight & Reform

Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney 15bRR002331



(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

15bRR002332



2022-09-13.CBM to Steidel Wall-NARA re MAL Certification.pdf

CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS JAMES COMER, KENTUCKY

CHAIRWOMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

Conqress of the Anited States

PHouse of RAepresentatives

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM
2157 RAvyBURN House OFFICE BuILDING

WasHinGTON, DC 20515-6143

Majormy (202) 225-5051
MinorTy  (202) 225-5074

https://oversight.house.gov

September 13, 2022

Ms. Debra Steidel Wall

Acting Archivist of the United States

National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20408

Dear Ms. Steidel Wall:

I am writing regarding former President Trump’s removal of presidential records and
classified material from the White House after his term as president ended, and his dangerous
decision to retain these sensitive government records in non-secure locations at his Mar-a-Lago
Club. Well-established laws protect classified information and require the return of presidential
records to the U.S. Government.! In light of revelations that Mr. Trump’s representatives misled
investigators about his continued possession of government property and that material found at
his club included dozens of “empty folders” for classified material, I am deeply concerned that
sensitive presidential records may remain out of the control and custody of the U.S.
Government.”

Prior to the August 8, 2022, court-authorized search of former President Trump’s Mar-a-
Lago Club, Mr. Trump had failed to comply with multiple requests from the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA) and a grand jury subpoena seeking the return of all
presidential records and classified documents he retained after leaving office. Two months
before the August 8 search, Mr. Trump’s attorney certified that all documents bearing classified
markings had been returned and that no “copy, written notation, or reproduction of any kind was
retained.”® Yet the August 8 search revealed that he continued to improperly possess more than
11,000 government records, including more than 100 documents with classified markings.*

As the Committee with primary jurisdiction over the Presidential Records Act (PRA) and

! See, e.g.,44 U.S.C § 2202; 18 U.S.C. § 793.

2 F.B.I. Found 48 Empty Folders that Had Contained Classified Documents at Trump’s Home, New York
Times (Sept. 2, 2022) (online at www.nytimes.com/2022/09/02/us/politics/trump-fbi-folders-classified.html);
Detailed Property Inventory Pursuant to Court’s Preliminary Order (Aug. 30, 2022), Donald J. Trump v. United
States, S.D.FLA (No. 22-cv-81294).

3 United States’ Response to Motion for Judicial Oversight and Additional Relief (Aug. 30, 2022), Donald
J. Trump v. United States, S.D.FLA (No. 22-cv-81294).

41d.
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as the principal oversight committee of the House of Representatives, the Oversight Committee
has been investigating Mr. Trump’s mishandling of presidential records for seven months. This
inquiry, which is separate from the Department of Justice’s (DOJ) ongoing criminal investigation
into Mr. Trump’s actions, seeks to understand “the full extent of this conduct” in order to
“determine what additional steps, including potential legislative reforms, may be needed to
ensure the preservation of presidential records for the American people.”

In light of the serious risk that Mr. Trump may still be retaining sensitive government
records at Mar-a-Lago or his other properties, I urge NARA to seek a personal certification from
Donald Trump that he has surrendered all presidential records that he illegally removed from the
White House after leaving office. I also ask that the agency conduct an urgent review of
presidential records recovered from the Trump White House to assess whether presidential
records remain unaccounted for and potentially in the possession of the former president.

Former President Trump’s Retention of Thousands of Government Records After
Leaving Office, in Violation of the Presidential Records Act

Congress enacted the PRA following the Watergate scandal in which President Richard
Nixon improperly sought to retain and destroy White House records, including Oval Office tapes
implicating him in obstruction of justice.® The PRA states that the “United States shall reserve
and retain complete ownership, possession, and control of Presidential records,” and provides:

Upon the conclusion of a President’s term of office, or if a President serves consecutive
terms upon the conclusion of the last term, the Archivist of the United States shall assume
responsibility for the custody, control, and preservation of, and access to, the Presidential
records of that President.”

In a clear violation of the PRA, upon leaving office, Mr. Trump removed dozens of boxes
of presidential records from the White House and retained them at his Mar-a-Lago Club. This
club serves as his personal residence and also operates as a resort and wedding venue for five
hundred members and their guests.® As former Attorney General William Barr explained, it is
“unprecedented for a president to take all this classified information and put them in a country
club.”®

5 Letter from Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Committee on Oversight and Reform, to David S. Ferriero,
Archivist of the United States, National Archives and Records Administration (Feb. 24, 2022) (online at
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2022-02-24.CBM%20t0o%20Ferriero-
NARA%20re%20Document%20Request.pdf).

¢ E.g., Presidential Records Act Scandals, from Nixon’s Tapes to Trump’s “Burn Bags,” Washington Post
(Aug. 9, 2022) (online at www.washingtonpost.com/history/2022/02/07/presidential-records-act-trump-nixon/).

744 U.S.C. §§ 2201, 2203(g)(1).

8 A Quick History of Mar-a-Lago, Trump’s Lavish Club and Residence, New York Times (Aug. 9, 2022)
(online at www.nytimes.com/2022/08/09/us/mar-a-lago-florida.html).

® Barr Says No “Legitimate Reason” for Trump to Have Classified Documents, Washington Post (Sept. 2,
2022) (online at www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/09/02/trump-fbi-search-classified-documents-barr/).
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On May 6, 2021, NARA requested that Mr. Trump return presidential records in his
possession.'® Mr. Trump delayed returning these records for months, while he hosted numerous
large events at Mar-a-Lago with inadequate vetting. Reports indicate that a Ukrainian woman
posed as a Rothschild heiress to gain access to Mar-a-Lago in May 2021, and mingled with other
U.S. officials, sparking a Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) investigation and heightening
fears over potential access to the highly sensitive government documents at the club.!!

In January 2022, eight months after NARA’s initial request, Mr. Trump finally returned
15 boxes of presidential records to NARA. On February 9, 2022, the Committee wrote to
NARA requesting information regarding his removal of these documents and their classification
level. NARA responded that it had “identified items marked as classified national security
information within the boxes.”!? These boxes included 184 documents with classified
information, including Special Access Program materials that are among the most sensitive and
highly protected information in the U.S. Government.'®> Despite the obvious security concerns
raised by the removal of these government records and their storage at his club, Mr. Trump
released a statement that his transfer of records a year after the end of his administration was
“viewed as routine and ‘no big deal.””!*

Federal authorities later determined that Mr. Trump had still not returned all records to
the U.S. Government and continued to possess classified information. In May 2022, a grand jury
subpoena was issued requiring Mr. Trump to turn over all documents in his possession bearing
classification markings. After receiving the subpoena, Mr. Trump returned an additional 38
documents with classification markings on June 3, 2022. At that time, Mr. Trump’s personal
attorney provided a sworn certification that all documents with classified markings had been
turned over. Mr. Trump’s counsel asserted to FBI agents and a DOJ attorney that all White
House records he had transferred to Florida were kept in a single location—a storage room at the
Mar-a-Lago Club—and nowhere else. However, when DOJ officials visited the storage room,
Mr. Trump’s lawyers “explicitly prohibited government personnel from opening or looking

19 Inside the 20-Month Fight to Get Trump to Return Presidential Material, New York Times (Aug. 26,
2020) (online at www.nytimes.com/2022/08/26/us/politics/trump-documents-search-timeline.html).

"W U.S Investigates Fake Heiress Who Infiltrated Trump’s Mar-A-Lago Resort, The Guardian (Aug. 27,
2022) (online at www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/aug/27/fake-heiress-infiltrates-mar-a-lago-trump).

12 Letter from Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Committee on Oversight and Reform, to David S.
Ferriero, Archivist of the United States, National Archives and Records Administration (Feb. 9, 2022) (online at
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2022-02-09.CBM%20t0o%20Ferriero-
NARA%20re%20Trump%20Mar-a-Lago%20FINAL.pdf); Letter from David S. Ferriero, Archivist of the United
States, National Archives and Records Administration to Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Committee on
Oversight and Reform (Feb. 19, 2022) (online at www.archives.gov/files/foia/ferriero-response-to-02.09.2022-
maloney-letter.02.18.2022.pdf).

3 Documents Recovered at Mar-A-Lago Were Among Government’s Most Classified, Letter Shows,
Politico (Aug. 23, 2022) (online at www.politico.com/news/2022/08/23/national-archives-letter-trump-security-
00053250).

Y Trump: Return of Documents to Archives Viewed as Routine and “No Big Deal,” The Hill (Feb. 10,
2020) (online at https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/593648-trump-says-return-of-documents-to-archives-
routine-and-no-big-deal/).
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inside any of the boxes that remained in the storage room, giving no opportunity for the
government to confirm that no documents with classification markings remained.”!®

On August 8, 2022, after a federal court found probable cause that further classified
documents would be found on the premises, the FBI executed a search warrant at Mar-a-Lago.
The FBI recovered more than 11,000 government records.'® Among them were 13 boxes
containing more than 100 documents bearing classified markings, including documents with the
U.S. Government’s highest classification markings—related to human source intelligence—as
well as additional classified documents in former President Trump’s office desk drawer.!” The
classified documents reportedly included information about a foreign government’s nuclear
capabilities and top-secret U.S. operations.'®

In the inventory of items seized, DOJ identified 48 empty folders with classified banners,
as well as 42 empty folders labeled as “Return to Staff Secretary or Military Aide.” Although it
is not clear from the inventory list why these folders were empty, the apparent separation of
classified material and presidential records from their designated folders raises questions as to
how the materials were stored and whether sensitive material may have been lost or obtained by
third parties.!” Mr. Trump’s former National Security Advisor John Bolton has expressed
concern that Mr. Trump might have transferred classified documents to other clubs, such as
Bedminster National Golf Club, where he recently hosted a professional golf tournament
sponsored and attended by numerous foreign officials.?

Risk that Former President Trump Has Retained Sensitive Documents
On at least three separate occasions, Mr. Trump had the opportunity to turn over all

presidential records and classified documents, as demanded by federal authorities, but failed to
do so:

15 United States’ Response to Motion for Judicial Oversight and Additional Relief (Aug. 30, 2022), Donald
J. Trump v. United States, S.D.FLA (No. 22-Cv-81294); Trump Team May Have Hidden, Moved Classified Papers,
Justice Dept. Says, Washington Post (Aug. 31, 2022) (online at www.washingtonpost.com/national-
security/2022/08/31/trump-documents-removed-storage-room/).

16 Detailed Property Inventory Pursuant to Court’s Preliminary Order (Aug. 30, 2022), Donald J. Trump v.
United States, S.D.FLA (No. 22-cv-81294); F.B.I. Found 48 Empty Folders that Had Contained Classified
Documents at Trump’s Home, New York Times (Sept. 2, 2022) (online at
www.nytimes.com/2022/09/02/us/politics/trump-fbi-folders-classified.html).

71d.

18 Material on Foreign Nation’s Nuclear Capabilities Seized at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago, Washington Post
(Sept. 6, 2022) (online at www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2022/09/06/trump-nuclear-documents/).

19 Detailed Property Inventory Pursuant to Court’s Preliminary Order (Aug. 30, 2022), Donald J. Trump v.
United States, S.D.FLA (No. 22-cv-81294); F.B.I. Found 48 Empty Folders That Had Contained Classified
Documents at Trump’s Home, New York Times (Sept. 2, 2022) (online at
www.nytimes.com/2022/09/02/us/politics/trump-fbi-folders-classified.html).

20 Ex-Trump Aides Say He Probably Has More Sensitive Documents at Other Properties, Huffington Post
(Aug. 31, 2022) (online at www.huffpost.com/entry/trump-more-sensitive-
documents n_630fe63ae4b063d5¢6215¢c83).
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o Upon the conclusion of his term in office, Mr. Trump failed to return all
government property, including classified material;

o After receiving a May 2021 request from NARA, Mr. Trump failed to return all
government property, including classified material; and

o After receipt of a grand jury subpoena in May 2022, Mr. Trump failed to return
all government property, including classified material.

The Committee is concerned that, given this pattern of conduct, Mr. Trump may continue
to retain presidential records at non-secure locations, including classified material that could
endanger our nation’s security and other important records documenting Mr. Trump’s activities
at the White House. NARA'’s staff recently informed the Committee that the agency is not
certain whether all presidential records are in its custody.?!

As aresult, the Committee requests that NARA conduct an urgent review of presidential
records from the Trump Administration to identify any presidential records or categories of
presidential records, whether textual or electronic, that NARA has reason to believe may still be
outside of the agency’s custody and control. Please also assess any other limitations on the
completeness, accuracy, and accessibility of presidential records provided to NARA by the
Trump Administration.

Please provide the Committee an initial assessment of NARA’s findings from this review
by September 27, 2022.

In addition, I urge NARA to seek from former President Trump a written certification
that he has surrendered all presidential records or classified materials, has not made any copies or
reproductions of such materials, and has not transferred any records or government documents to
any party other than NARA or DOJ since his term ended.?? Although the President is not
required under current law to provide such a certification, I believe that the exceptional
circumstances in this case warrant that Mr. Trump do the same so Congress and the American
people can fully understand the impact of his actions on our nation’s security, take mitigating
action, and consider legislative reforms.

The Committee on Oversight and Reform is the principal oversight committee of the
House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time” under
House Rule X. If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Committee staff
at (202) 225-5051. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

21 Call with Staff, Committee on Oversight and Reform, and Staff, National Archives and Records
Administration (Aug. 24, 2022).

22 When federal employees separate from government service, they are routinely required to certify that
they have surrendered all U.S. Government property, including classified material. See, e.g., United States
Information Agency, Separation Statement (online at www.gsa.gov/cdnstatic/OF%20109.pdf?forceDownload=1).
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton provided a certification, under penalty of perjury, that all emails that were federal
records had been returned to the Department of State. Supplement To Defendant’s August 7, 2015, Status Report,
(Aug. 10, 2015), Judicial Watch, Inc. v. U.S. Dep'’t of State, D.D.C (No. 13-cv-1363).
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CC:

Sincerely,

Carolyn B. Maloney
Chairwoman

The Honorable James Comer, Ranking Member
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 09/14/2022 09:00:32 AM

To: Simms, John QIQNGIGIR @nara.gov>; Newman, David A. (ODAG) {DIGNEIBI®)] @usdoj.gov>; Austin Evers < QIIQIR @usdoj.gov>
Subject: Connecting NARA OIG with ODAG

By this email, I am connecting John Simms, the Counsel to the NARA Inspector General (who is Brett Baker), with David
Newman and Austin Evers, who are with the Office of the Deputy Attorney General.

David and Austin are the POCs with respect to all communications concerning the Mar-a-Lago issue.

John is preparing a response to the September 1 letter that the IG received from Ranking Member Comer, which is similar to the
letter Comer sent to Acting Archivist Wall. John is also responsible for the FOIA requests that the OIG concerning this matter.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cl)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

no*Ton
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 10/14/2022 12:34:02 PM

Newman, David A. (ODAG) {OIQNEOIWI®) @usdoj.gov>; Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {XONOXBI®)] @usdoj.gov>; Austin Evers
AR @150 20+~

Subject: Fwd: Letter from Ranking Member Comer and Ranking Member Jordan

To:

Attachments: 2022-10-14 - NARA - records response.pdf

fyi, see new letter from Comer and Jordan, which states that:

The fact that NARA transmitted to DOJ a referral that launched a criminal investigation of the former president the same
day the Democrat Chairwoman of the Committee inquired whether the agency had been in contact with DOJ raises serious
concerns about whether NARA made the referral after pressure from Committee Democrats.

Of course, those two events happening on the same day was purely coincidental, and there was in fact no connection whatsoever. Moreover,
NARA's initial contact with DOJ on this matter occurred several weeks earlier, on January 21.

We intend to draft a response that says something to this effect, which I will share with you and also say, once again, that NARA has been advised
by DOJ not to provide documents in light of its ongoing investigation and that they should consult with DOJ on this matter.

Please let me know if you have any questions or would like to discuss.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

noTaQ

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: (DIONOIGIS) OIONOIVIS)

Date: Fri, Oct 14, 2022 at 7:56 AM

Subject: Letter from Ranking Member Comer and Ranking Member Jordan

To: debra.wall@nara.gov <debra.wall@nara.gov>
Cc: congress.affairs@nara.gov <congress.affairs@nara.gov>, john.hamilton@nara.gov <john.hamilton@nara.gov>, |

B0 (6). (0) (NC) 1(®) ©6). (0) (NCOFD) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Ms. Wall,

Please see the attached letter from Ranking Member James Comer and Ranking Member Jim Jordan. We appreciate your assistance
and look forward to hearing from you. Please acknowledge receipt of this letter.

Thank you,
15bRR002340




RIGHOIYE® ICHOIUIe)

Committee on Oversight and Reform | Ranking Member James Comer

2105 Rayburn | Washington, DC 20515 |[(QXGNOIQI®
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Congress of the United States

WlHashington, BDE 20515

October 14, 2022

Ms. Debra Steidel Wall

Acting Archivist of the United States

National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20408

Dear Ms. Steidel Wall:

Committee on Oversight and Reform Republicans are continuing to investigate the National
Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) role in the FBI raid of former President Donald J.
Trump’s home at Mar-a-Lago. Committee Republicans have learned that NARA’s actions
initiated the Department of Justice’s (DOJ) criminal investigation against the former president
the same day Committee Democrats inquired about whether a referral to DOJ had been made.
The possibility of NARA being pressured by Committee Democrats to pursue the former
president is troubling, and Committee Republicans are concerned about NARA’s continued
refusal to provide information about its role in the raid on the former president’s home.!

According to correspondence between Committee Democrats and NARA, on February 9,
2022, Chairwoman Carolyn Maloney wrote to NARA raising concerns about 15 boxes of
presidential records stored at the former president’s home at Mar-a-Lago and asking whether the
Archivist had been in contact with the Attorney General on this matter.? The same day—
February 9, 2022— a “referral” from NARA was “sent to the United States Department of
Justice” that initiated an investigation into the former president.® The fact that NARA
transmitted to DOJ a referral that launched a criminal investigation of the former president the
same day the Democrat Chairwoman of the Committee inquired whether the agency had been in
contact with DOJ raises serious concerns about whether NARA made the referral after pressure
from Committee Democrats.

In an October 7, 2022, letter responding to a previous Committee Republicans’ October
4, 2022, letter requesting documents about NARA’s interactions with Congressional Democrats,
you wrote that NARA “take[s] [its] role as a non-political agency very seriously”* but at the
same time you failed to provide the documents and other information requested. In order to

' E.g., Letter from Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist, NARA to Hon. James Comer, Ranking Member, H.
Comm. on Oversight & Reform (Sep. 22, 2022); Letter from Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist, NARA to
Hon. James Comer, Ranking Member, H. Comm. on Oversight & Reform (Oct. 7, 2022).

2 Letter from Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Chairwoman, H. Comm. on Oversight & Reform to Hon. David Ferriero,
Archivist, NARA (Feb. 9, 2022).

3 Affidavit in support of an application under Rule 41 for a warrant to search and seize, In the matter of the search
of: Locations within the premises to be searched in Attachment A (“Mar-a-Lago search warrant affidavit”) (S.D.
Fla.) (submitted Aug. 5, 2022; entered on docket Aug. 26, 2022).

4 Letter from Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist, NARA to Hon. James Comer, Ranking Member, H. Comm.
on Oversight & Reform (Oct. 7, 2022).
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understand whether and to what extent Congressional Democrats influenced and coordinated
with NARA, please provide the documents previously requested in the October 4, 2022,
Committee letter. Additionally, please provide the following documents, covering the time
period from January 1, 2020, to present, no later than October 28, 2022:

1. All documents and communications between or among employees or agents of
NARA and DOJ referring or relating to the Trump Administration’s control, transfer,
storage, or other handling of documents subject to the Presidential Records Act.

To make arrangements to ask any related follow-up questions, please contact Committee
on Oversight and Reform Republican staff at (202) 225-5074.

The Committee on Oversight and Reform has specific jurisdiction over NARA under
House Rule X. Additionally, the Committee on Oversight and Reform is the principal oversight
committee of the U.S. House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any
matter” at “any time” under House Rule X. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
()]MSN Qﬂ'm.ﬂl\) Q__ ,O"l La.
Jame&Lomer Jim Jordan
Ranking Member Rankjhg Méember
Committee on Oversight & Reform Committee on the Judiciary
cc: The Honorable Carolyn B. Maloney, Chairwoman

Committee on Oversight & Reform

The Honorable Jerrold L. Nadler, Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary

15bRR002343



From: Evers, Austin (ODAG) <RIGHONGI® () usdoj.gov>
Sent time: 10/14/2022 05:13:01 PM
Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>; Newman, David (NSD) {QXONOIBI®) @usdoj.gov>; Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG)

{OIGNOIGIO®)] @usdoj.gov>

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Letter from Ranking Member Comer and Ranking Member Jordan
Thank you, Gary. (X N(OXQIG)) .

Austin

To:

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Friday, October 14, 2022 12:34 PM

To: Newman, David (NSD) {QEQNEORBI®) @ usdoj.gov>; Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) O NONOXBI®)] @usdoj.gov>;
Evers, Austin (ODAG) ov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Letter from Ranking Member Comer and Ranking Member Jordan

fyi, see new letter from Comer and Jordan, which states that:

The fact that NARA transmitted to DOJ a referral that launched a criminal investigation of the former president the same
day the Democrat Chairwoman of the Committee inquired whether the agency had been in contact with DOJ raises
serious concerns about whether NARA made the referral after pressure from Committee Democrats.

Of course, those two events happening on the same day was purely coincidental, and there was in fact no connection whatsoever. Moreover,
NARA's initial contact with DOJ on this matter occurred several weeks earlier, on January 21.

We intend to draft a response that says something to this effect, which | will share with you and also say, once again, that NARA has been
advised by DOJ not to provide documents in light of its ongoing investigation and that they should consult with DOJ on this matter.

Please let me know if you have any questions or would like to discuss.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

| | I | |

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: 5(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) >

Date: Fri, Oct 14, 2022 at 7:56 AM

Subject: Letter from Ranking Member Comer and Ranking Member Jordan

To: debra.wall@nara.gov <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Cc: congress.affairs@nara.gov <congress.affairs@nara.gov>, john.hamilton@nara.gov <iohn.hami|ton@nara.gov>,w

__B(b) (6), (b) (N(C) ) ©). (0) (NCR(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) > 19PRRO0234




Ms. Wall,
Please see the attached letter from Ranking Member James Comer and Ranking Member Jim Jordan. We appreciate your assistance
and look forward to hearing from you. Please acknowledge receipt of this letter.

Thank you,

(b) (6). (b) (7)(]

(b) (6), (b) (1)(C)

Committee on Oversight and Reform | Ranking Member James Comer

2105 Rayburn | Washington, DC 20515 |[(QXGNOIGI®
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 11/01/2022 12:10:47 PM
To: Rush Atkinson (ODAG) {DIONEOIWI®] @usdoj.gov>; Austin Evers {PESIRIRR @usdoj.gov>
Subject: Two Issues to Discuss

Rush/Austin, please let me know if you can talk this afternoon, after 2:00 re: 1) status of NARA inventory; and 2) upcoming
notification time periods re AUSA Windom grand jury subpoena.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

flvhal t]7)
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From: Evers, Austin (ODAG) {QIQNOIQIC! @)usdoj.gov>

Sent time: 11/01/2022 01:50:28 PM
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>; Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {XGNOIBI®)] @usdoj.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss

Gary — We're free 4:30-5 or 5:30-6. Does either window work? We can also look at tomorrow.

Austin

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, November 1, 2022 12:11 PM
To: Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {(NONEXBI®)] @ usdoj.gov>; Evers, Austin (ODAG) {QIQHOIUIS @ usdoj.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss

Rush/Austin, please let me know if you can talk this afternoon, after 2:00 re: 1) status of NARA inventory; and 2) upcoming
notification time periods re AUSA Windom grand jury subpoena.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

EIGHOIQIS] (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 11/01/2022 02:06:55 PM

To: Evers, Austin (ODAG) {QIQEOIQIQ @usdoj.gov>

Ce: Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {QYONOIBI®] @usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss

Let's do 4:30. Do you want to call me, or set up a call-in?

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICHOIGIS) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

ol 7]

On Tue, Nov 1, 2022 at 1:50 PM Evers, Austin (ODAG) <JESHQIIR @ usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary — We’re free 4:30-5 or 5:30-6. Does either window work? We can also look at tomorrow.

Austin

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, November 1, 2022 12:11 PM

To: Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {QYONEXBI®) @usdoj.gov>; Evers, Austin (ODAG) < RISHRIMIR @usdoj.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss

Rush/Austin, please let me know if you can talk this afternoon, after 2:00 re: 1) status of NARA inventory; and 2) upcoming
notification time periods re AUSA Windom grand jury subpoena.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
15bRR002348

8601 Adelphi Road



College Park, MD 20740
(el
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov
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From: Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {MYCNOIBI®) @usdoj.gov>

Sent time: 11/01/2022 02:09:34 PM
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>; Evers, Austin (ODAG) <QJONOIQIE @ usdoj.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss

We'll call you—sorry, let’s do 4:45 PM (I now have a quick call at 4:30 PM).

L. Rush Atkinson
Associate Deputy Attorney General
Office of the Deputy Attorney General

RICHCIGS (cc!I); RICABIYIS (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, November 1, 2022 2:07 PM

To

: Evers, Austin (ODAG) {QIQHOIQI® @ usdoj.gov>
Cc: Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {(QXCONOIBI®) @usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss

Let's do 4:30. Do you want to call me, or set up a call-in?

Gary M. Stern

Ge

neral Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cel

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

flvhal t]7)

On Tue, Nov 1, 2022 at 1:50 PM Evers, Austin (ODAG) {RISEQII® @ usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary — We're free 4:30-5 or 5:30-6. Does either window work? We can also look at tomorrow.

Austin

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, November 1, 2022 12:11 PM
To: Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {OXQEROXBI®)] @usdoj.gov>; Evers, Austin (ODAG) @usdo'.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss

Rush/Austin, please let me know if you can talk this afternoon, after 2:00 re: 1) status of NARA inventory; and 2) upcoming
notification time periods re AUSA Windom grand jury subpoena.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road 15bRR002350
College Park, MD 20740



OICHOIQI® (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
ga rvm.stern@nara.gov
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 11/30/2022 09:42:04 AM

To: Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {QIONEOIBI®)] @usdoj.gov>
Ce: Evers, Austin (ODAG) {RIQNQIGIR) @usdoj.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss

Thought I'd check back in on two of the issues we've talked about in the past: status of releasing a version of the NARA inventory
and status of pending Hill requests for responsive records?

I'm also curious if these issues have now been taken over by the Special Counsel, or are you still coordinating?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

() ©). ©) OOFCE

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

noTaQ

On Tue, Nov 1, 2022 at 2:09 PM Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) KO NOIWI®) @usdoj.gov> wrote:

We’ll call you—sorry, let’s do 4:45 PM (I now have a quick call at 4:30 PM).

L. Rush Atkinson
Associate Deputy Attorney General

Office of the Deputy Attorney General

CICHCIZS (cc!); RISHBIGL® (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, November 1, 2022 2:07 PM

To: Evers, Austin (ODAG) (@usdoj.gov>

Cec: Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {(YEONOXWVI®) @ usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss
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Let's do 4:30. Do you want to call me, or set up a call-in?

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(el
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

noTaon

On Tue, Nov 1, 2022 at 1:50 PM Evers, Austin (ODAG) @usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary — We’re free 4:30-5 or 5:30-6. Does either window work? We can also look at tomorrow.

Austin

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, November 1,2022 12:11 PM

To: Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {(QXOQNOXBI®) @usdoj.gov>; Evers, Austin (ODAG) usdoj.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss

Rush/Austin, please let me know if you can talk this afternoon, after 2:00 re: 1) status of NARA inventory; and 2) upcoming
notification time periods re AUSA Windom grand jury subpoena.
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Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov
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From: Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {MXGNBOXBI®) @usdoj.gov>

Sent time: 11/30/2022 09:46:40 AM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Cec: Evers, Austin (ODAG) <RIGHONGIS () usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss
Attachments: image001.jpg

Hey Gary,

Hope you’re well. Let us discuss the issues with the Special Counsel and then revert. For now, we’ll remain the interlocutors.

Best,
Rush

On Nov 30, 2022, at 3:43 PM, Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:

Thought I'd check back in on two of the issues we've talked about in the past: status of releasing a version of the
NARA inventory and status of pending Hill requests for responsive records?

I'm also curious if these issues have now been taken over by the Special Counsel, or are you still coordinating?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICHOIGI®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

oTan

On Tue, Nov 1, 2022 at 2:09 PM Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) QKGO NOIWI®) @usdoj.gov> wrote:

We’ll call you—sorry, let’s do 4:45 PM (I now have a quick call at 4:30 PM).

L. Rush Atkinson 15bRR002355



Associate Deputy Attorney General

Office of the Deputy Attorney General

CICHCIZS (cc!); RICHBIGI®) (office)

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, November 1, 2022 2:07 PM
To: Evers, Austin (ODAG) QEQNONGIO®) )usdoj.gov>

Cc: Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {(QEONOXWVI®) @ usdoj.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss

Let's do 4:30. Do you want to call me, or set up a call-in?

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

el t]7)

On Tue, Nov 1, 2022 at 1:50 PM Evers, Austin (ODAG) @usdoj.gov> wrote:

Gary — We’re free 4:30-5 or 5:30-6. Does either window work? We can also look at tomorrow.

Austin
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, November 1,2022 12:11 PM

To: Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {(OXCQNOXBI®) @usdoj.gov>; Evers, Austin (ODAG)

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Two Issues to Discuss

Rush/Austin, please let me know if you can talk this afternoon, after 2:00 re: 1) status of NARA inventory; and 2)
upcoming notification time periods re AUSA Windom grand jury subpoena.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(el
301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

<image001.jpg>
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 12/04/2022 07:37:11 AM
To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Fwd: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Jay, here's the email I sent Evan in early May re read-only access to the inventory, which he was seeking back then in the context
of reviewing the 15 boxes during the notification period prior to our providing them to you, which was based on the guidance I
received from you. Note that our May 10 letter only addresses their right to review the boxes themselves. Ultimately, he never
followed up back then. The question now is whether there is any reason not to provide such access in response t
request?

Please give me a call once you've had a chance to review.

Thanks,
Gary

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

Date: Mon, May 2, 2022, 5:51 PM

Subject: Re: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: Evan Corcoran {(QXONOIQI(S)

Cc: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>, DIQNOIQIS {OIONOINI(®)
Hannah Bergman <Hannah Bergman(@nara.gov>

Evan, I am responding to your May 1, 2022, letter requesting that NARA provide you with an inventory of the 15 boxes that
NARA received from President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence. Please note that NARA has shared the inventory with the
Department of Justice, but has not shared it with the White House.

The Department of Justice has advised NARA that we may provide you with read-only access to the inventory. Accordingly, we
can make arrangements for you to review the inventory at one of our buildings in the Washington, DC area. If you are coming
from Baltimore, we can meet at our College Park facility; alternatively, we can meet at our Main Archives Building at 700
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, in Washington, DC.

Please feel free to call me, atQEQNOKGI® if you would like to discuss the logistics of this review.

Sincerely,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

oTaQ

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 3:50 PM Evan Corcoran (K@ N XQI(®) wrote: 15bRR002359



Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
Rites ) ©6). (0) (7)C)EENERAb) (6). (o) ((C)RERg®) ©). () (1)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Sent time: 12/04/2022 09:58:09 AM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request
Gary:

Could you please forward me the text you received from My cell, as I think you know, is [(DEQNOIQI® Thanks.

Jay

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent: Sunday, December 4, 2022 7:37 AM

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Jay, here's the email | sent Evan in early May re read-only access to the inventory, which he was seeking back then in the
context of reviewing the 15 boxes during the notification period prior to our providing them to you, which was based on the
guidance | received from you. Note that our May 10 letter only addresses their right to review the boxes themselves.
Ultimately, he never followed up back then. The question now is whether there is any reason not to provide such access in

response to IQHONAR request?

Please give me a call once you've had a chance to review.

Thanks,
Gary

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Date: Mon, May 2, 2022, 5:51 PM

Subject: Re: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: Evan Corcoran {(NONOIOVI(S)
Cc: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>,(QIONOIGI® {(VIONOIVI(®) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C),

{OIONOIBVI®)] Hannah Bergman <Hannah.Bergman@nara.gov>

Evan, | am responding to your May 1, 2022, letter requesting that NARA provide you with an inventory of the 15 boxes that
NARA received from President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence. Please note that NARA has shared the inventory with the
Department of Justice, but has not shared it with the White House.

The Department of Justice has advised NARA that we may provide you with read-only access to the inventory. Accordingly, we
can make arrangements for you to review the inventory at one of our buildings in the Washington, DC area. If you are coming
from Baltimore, we can meet at our College Park facility; alternatively, we can meet at our Main Archives Building at 700
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, in Washington, DC.

Please feel free to call me, at[{QEQNGOIGI®) if you would like to discuss the logistics of this review.

Sincerely,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cel

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov
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On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 3:50 PM Evan Corcoran {(QXONOINI(®) wrote:

Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran
Partner

400 East Pratt Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

direct[QIGKQIUIS) | main (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | fax (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Sent time: 12/04/2022 01:49:36 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Cec: Hulser, Raymond (USADC) [XONOIBI®)] @usdoj.gov>; Edelstein, Julie (NSD) QECQNOIVIS®) @usdoj.gov>
Subject: Inventory

Gary:

Thank you for speaking with us about the former president’s request to inspect the inventory that NARA prepared of the
fifteen boxes. Given the current status of the ongoing criminal investigation and the recent transition of the investigation to
the Special Counsel’s Office, in order to avoid any potential interference with that investigation, the Special Counsel requests
that you not make the inventory available to counsel for the former president at this time.

Thank you.

Jay
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From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/06/2022 11:16:59 AM

To: Bosanko, William <william bosanko@nara.gov>

Cec: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov=>

Subject: Fwd: DOJ/FBI Special Access Request for Access to Trump Boxes
Attachments: Unclass_ LHM_CDIIU-0134-22_signed pdf

Jay. the attached letter came over on Monday., which wasn't quite what I was expecting (i.e.. Bratt had said it would be addressed
to me; and it reads as if they want us to make copies of everything in the boxes). So I called Bratt for clarification, and he
explained that they still first want to look at the original boxes, and then will probably only want copies of the classified documents
— and we agreed that it doesn't really matter who the LHM is addressed to. He also still needs to run this through WHCO, who
must make the actual special access request to us.

But once we get it from WHCO, we will need to be ready for the Trump reps to review within 7 days, which means we will need
Mengel and his team to be on call to provide the coverage at Al.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

cc: JohnL

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
=
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern! a.gOV

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flwlg ]9

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 11:24 AM

Subject: Request for Access to Boxes

To: Gary Stern <garym stem(@nara.gov>

Gary:

Attached is the LHM that the FBI has prepared requesting access to the 15 boxes and requesting a 7-day turnaround. Do you
also want us to send this to(QECIRGAI® at WHC or will you do so? Thanks.

Jay
15bRR002364



Jay I. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

QIGNOIU(®

jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov
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4-22 signed.pdf

Unclass LHM_CDIIU-013

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply. Please Refer to LHM: CDIIU-0134-22 April 4, 2022

To:  Jay Bratt
Chief
Counterintelligence and Export Control Section
National Security Division
U.S. Department of Justice

i (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

ederal Bureau of Investigation

Subj: (U//FOUO) Request for access to the contents of fifteen boxes of presidential records
received by the National Archives and Records Administration in February 2022.

(U//FOUO) Assistance is requested from the National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) to review records in its possession related to a referral sent to the Department of Justice
(DOJ) in February 2022. Among other information, NARA related these boxes contained

unclassified and classified documents and arrived in their possession on or around January 18,
2022.

(U//FOUOQ) In order to facilitate the review of the records currently in NARA's possession. the
FBI seeks DOJ assistance to coordinate this request with NARA. Section 2205(20)(b) of Title 44
of the United States Code permits an incumbent President to seek access to presidential records
otherwise restricted from public access “if such records contain information that is needed for the
conduct of current business of the incumbents President’s office.” Consistent with past practice,

the FBI requests DOJ coordination with White House Counsel on this matter. '

Page 1 of 2

UNCLASSIFIED/FOUO
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Unclass LHM CDITU-0134-22 si

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

(U//FOUO) FBI personnel accessing the requested records will have the proper clearances to
facilitate the review of the same. Further, to allow the FBI to maintain the records, the FBI requests

NARA retain the originals and provide copies of all records within seven (7) days from the date
of the incumbent President’s request.

(U//FOUO) The FBI appreciates NARA’s assistance in this matter. The
Division points of contact for this matter are [{§) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) o) 010

Page 2 of 2
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From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/11/2022 01:19:36 PM

David Ferniero <david.fermero@nara gov>; Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Bosanko, William <william bosanko@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan
<susan.donius@nara.gov=>; Hamilton, John <john hamilton@nara.gov=>; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov=;({{JXE) M(J X [(®)}

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) >; Maria Stanwich <maria stanwich@nara.gov>; Jeannette Wise <jeannette. wise@nara.gov=>; Hannah Bergman
<Hannah Bergman@nara.gov>; John Valceanu <john valceanu@nara.gov=>

Subject: Fwd: DOJ Letter to Chairwoman Maloney

Attachments: 2022.04.11-OUT-Maloney-NARA PRA - Final pdf

See DOJ letter in response to Maloney's letter to the AG, and reiterating that NARA should refer all queries about this issue to
DOJ.

To:

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern| a.g0V

TIONAL

NA
ARCHIVES
noTan

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 12:20 PM

Subject: DOJ Letter to Chairwoman Maloney

To: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Gary:

Please see the attached letter that was sent to the Hill today from our Office of Legislative Affairs. Based on our prior discussions,
you responded to the most recent Congressional request by providing no comment and referring them to DOJ. Consistent with
that approach and the attached letter, please continue to handle any future requests about this matter in the same way and simply
refer them to DOJ. Thank you.

Jay

Jay I Bratt

Chuef

Counterintelligence and Export Control 15bRR002368



Section
National Security Division
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov
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2022.04.11-OUT-Maloney-NARA PRA - Final.pdf

U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530

The Honorable Carolyn Maloney
Chairwoman

Committee on Oversight and Reform
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman Maloney,

Thank you for your letter dated April 7, 2022, regarding correspondence you received
from the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). We appreciate the
opportunity to explain our position in this matter.

As NARA has explained previously in correspondence with you, as part of NARA’s role
in collecting and archiving the records of the Trump Administration, NARA received boxes of
materials that included certain items “marked as classified national security information.”!
Based upon NARA’s concerns about whether such materials had been properly handled, it
referred this matter to the Department of Justice (Department). As the Attorney General said in
February when asked about this matter: The Department “will do what we always do under
these circumstances—Ilook at the facts and the law and take it from there.”?

While we have great respect for the oversight authority of the House Committee on
Oversight and Reform (Committee), in light of the Department’s law enforcement
responsibilities, and consistent with NARA’s response to you on March 28, 2022, the
Department previously asked NARA not to share or otherwise disclose to others information
relating to this matter in order to protect the integrity of our ongoing work. Based upon that
request, NARA referred you to the Department. As you know, the Department’s longstanding
policy, across administrations of both parties, is “to comply with Congressional requests for
information to the fullest extent consistent with the constitutional and statutory obligations of the
Executive Branch, [and] the Department’s goal in all cases is to satisfy legitimate legislative
interests while protecting Executive Branch confidentiality interests. Examples of confidential

! Letter from David S. Ferriero to Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Committee on Oversight and Reform (Feb. 18,
2022), available at https://www.archives.gov/files/foia/ferriero-response-t0-02.09.2022-maloney-
letter.02.18.2022.pdf.

2 Matt Zapotosky, Commenting on classified material found at Mar-a-Lago, Garland says Justice Dept. will ‘look at
the facts and the law,” Washington Post (Feb. 22, 2022).
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2022.04.11-OUT-Maloney-NARA PRA - Final.pdf

Page Two

information include ... information the disclosure of which might compromise open criminal
investigations or prosecutions or civil cases.””

With respect to your request for a briefing on this matter, under well established
Department policy, we are unable to provide your office with information related to this matter at
this time.* We appreciate that your letter to the Department acknowledged that the Committee
“does not wish to interfere in any manner with any potential or ongoing [Department]
investigation.”

We hope this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we
may provide additional assistance regarding this or any other matter.

Sincerely,

Peter S. Hyun
Acting Assistant Attorney General

3 Letter from Assistant Attorney General Robert Raben to Chairman John Linder, Subcommittee on Rules and
Organization of the House, Committee on Rules at 2-3 (Jan. 27, 2000), available at
https://www.justice.gov/file/1080046/download.

4 Id. at 3 (“Congressional inquiries during the pendency of a matter pose an inherent threat to the integrity of the
Department’s law enforcement and litigation functions. Such inquiries inescapably create the risk that the public
and the courts will perceive undue political and Congressional influence over law enforcement and litigation
decisions. Such inquires often seek records and other information that our responsibilities for these matters preclude
us from disclosing.”).
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From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/11/2022 01:20:05 PM
To: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

Please call when you can to discuss notification.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(b) (6). (b) (TNCIFERY]
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern| a.g0V

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES
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---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: [(QIONEIWI(®] EoP/WHO {OXONEOXI(®)]who.cop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 12:51 PM

Subject: RE: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2(@usdoj.gov>

Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

This request is affirmed. Thanks!

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2(@usdoj.gov>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 12:33 PM

To: [(ICGNINI®) EOP/WHO {(YIONOXN(®]who.cop.gov>
Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to include
Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting. I'm
copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

15bRR002372



Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay I. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002373



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/11/2022 01:58:34 PM

To: Bosanko, William <william bosanko@nara.gov>
Cec: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov=>

Subject: Fwd: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

Jay, the WHCO has now approved this request, in which DOJ has asked for 7 day notification, which we will provide to the

Trump reps shortly. I have reached out to Bill F ({X()M{ XA (9. ) about the need for the NDC to provide the
monitoring of the reps and of DOJ/FBI over the course of the next few weeks. I can also assist as necessary.

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(e

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flehal £19]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: ({(JYON(IIEA[(®)] EOP/WHO (X X()XEA(®3]who.cop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 12:51 PM

Subject: RE: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

This request is affirmed. Thanks!

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 12:33 PM

To: [(DIGNOIWI®) EoP/WHO {IONXWI®]who.cop.gov>
Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certainARREEAE? to include



Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting. I'm
copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay . Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002375



From: William Bosanko <william bosanko@nara.gov=>

Sent time: 04/11/2022 02:10:42 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym stemn@nara.gov=>

Cec: Laster. John <john laster@nara.gov=>

Subject: Re: Request for Access to Matenials at NARA

Great - many thanks. Looping in JayT. for awareness.
Jay

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 1:59 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Jay, the WHCO has now approved this request, in which DOJ has asked for 7 day notification, which we will provide to the

Trump reps shortly. Ihave reached out to Bill F (X NOIN(S) ) about the need for the NDC to provide the
monitoring of the reps and of DOJ/FBI over the course of the next few weeks. I can also assist as necessary.

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGARIY (c<ll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stern@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flwhgl 9]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: [(QTONOINI(®)]. EOP/WHO {(JXOROINW(®]who.cop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 12:51 PM

Subject: RE: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2(@usdoj.gov>

Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

This request is affirmed. Thanks!

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2(@usdoj.gov>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 12:33 PM

To: [DIGNOIWIE) EOP/WHO {QIENEOIWI(®) who.cop.gov>
Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

15bRR002376



(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to include
Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting. I'm
copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay 1. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov

15bRR002377



From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

Sent time:  04/11/2022 02:26:53 PM

LSRN) ©).©) (NORD) 6), (b) (7)(C)IENE) 5. () (HCRD) 6. o) (1)(CHTREHE) 6) ) (1RO (). 0) (1)) L
Cec: David Mengel <david mengel@nara.gov>

Subject: Trump Records

All:

I just heard from NGC that we're going to need people ready in the coming days who can monitor Trump reps
and DOJ officials who will be reviewing the Trump records later this week and next week at AI. My
understanding is that we need two of our folks present in the room when the visitors review the records. We
could use the same people who did the inventory or others, but our staff must have TS/SCI. It doesn't sound
like the SAP is necessary. According to NGC, it may only be a couple of days worth of monitoring, but I don't
know for sure. I believe LM will be coordinating the visits and answering any questions about the records.
NGC said our role is merely to monitor the visitors. Please identify staff who can do this, and I'll share info as I
have it. Ithink we should be ready with names by tomorrow.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002378



From: (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)R(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)LEick-Lrag

Sent time:  04/11/2022 02:28:44 PM
To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

Cc: CICNOIY® BICNOIW®Inara gov=:[DIGNDIUIS {DYGNOIW®]nara gov=>; David Mengel <david mengel@nara.gov=>

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Bill

Do you know the start and end time for the day or even the number of hours per day?

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:27 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
All:

I just heard from NGC that we're going to need people ready in the coming days who can monitor Trump reps
and DOJ officials who will be reviewing the Trump records later this week and next week at AI. My
understanding is that we need two of our folks present in the room when the visitors review the records. We
could use the same people who did the inventory or others, but our staff must have TS/SCI. It doesn't sound
like the SAP is necessary. According to NGC, it may only be a couple of days worth of monitoring, but I don't
know for sure. I believe LM will be coordinating the visits and answering any questions about the records.
NGC said our role is merely to monitor the visitors. Please identify staff who can do this, and I'll share info as
I have it. I think we should be ready with names by tomorrow.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

National Declassification Center
NARA

Phone [QIQNOIAL

FAX [QICNOIYI®)

15bRR002379



From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara. gov>
Sent time:  04/11/2022 02:31:54 PM

To: (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)EEIcR-t g
Cc: CICNOIY® BICNOIW®Inara gov=:[DIGNDIUIS {DYGNOIW®]nara gov=>; David Mengel <david mengel@nara.gov=>

Subject: Re: Trump Records

I don't have any other specifics, but I think we could indicate that folks are only available between 9 and 4 or
something like that based on the shuttle schedule and work schedules. It could be any day of the week.

Bill

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:28 PM{QICONOIWI®) {DICOROIW®)nara.gov> wrote:
BIll,

Do you know the start and end time for the day or even the number of hours per day?

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:27 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
All:

Ijust heard from NGC that we're going to need people ready in the coming days who can monitor Trump
reps and DOJ officials who will be reviewing the Trump records later this week and next week at AI. My
understanding is that we need two of our folks present in the room when the visitors review the records. We
could use the same people who did the inventory or others, but our staff must have TS/SCI. It doesn't sound
like the SAP is necessary. According to NGC, it may only be a couple of days worth of monitoring, but I don't
know for sure. Ibelieve LM will be coordinating the visits and answering any questions about the records.
NGC said our role is merely to monitor the visitors. Please identify staff who can do this, and I'll share info as
I have it. I think we should be ready with names by tomorrow.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

National Declassification Center
NARA

Phone [RIGKRIUI®)
FAXRQIGEOIU(®

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001 15bRR002380



Telephone: 301-837-0585
Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002381



From: RIGHOIU® {DIOKDIYI® nara.gov=>

Sent time:  04/11/2022 02:48:01 PM
To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

Cc: PICKOIVE {OIGNOIN®)nara cov=; QIGNOIU® - DIGNBIW®]nara gov=>; David Mengel <david mengel@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Trump Records

I can put out a request for volunteers. il did it last time and is a likely candidate. |
is taking care of clearance passing etc?

is also a possibility. I assume NGC

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:27 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
All:

I just heard from NGC that we're going to need people ready in the coming days who can monitor Trump reps
and DOJ officials who will be reviewing the Trump records later this week and next week at AI. My
understanding is that we need two of our folks present in the room when the visitors review the records. We
could use the same people who did the inventory or others, but our staff must have TS/SCI. It doesn't sound
like the SAP is necessary. According to NGC, it may only be a couple of days worth of monitoring, but I don't
know for sure. I believe LM will be coordinating the visits and answering any questions about the records.
NGC said our role is merely to monitor the visitors. Please identify staff who can do this, and I'll share info as
I have it. I think we should be ready with names by tomorrow.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002382



From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov=>

Sent time: 04/11/2022 03:03:53 PM
To: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=
Subject: Fwd: Trump Records

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: B 01, 0) (1)

Date: Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:48 PM

Subject: Re: Trump Records

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

Ce: §(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)IERNZH () ©). ©) (ICIFB) (6). (B) (7)(CkERLVE S
<david. mengel@nara.gov>

I can put out a request for volunteers i
is taking care of clearance passing etc?

Jl did it last time and is a likely candidate iSRRI 1S also a possibility. I assume NGC

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:27 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
All:

I just heard from NGC that we're going to need people ready in the coming days who can monitor Trump reps
and DOJ officials who will be reviewing the Trump records later this week and next week at AI. My
understanding is that we need two of our folks present in the room when the visitors review the records. We
could use the same people who did the inventory or others, but our staff must have TS/SCI. It doesn't sound
like the SAP is necessary. According to NGC, it may only be a couple of days worth of monitoring, but I don't
know for sure. I believe LM will be coordinating the visits and answering any questions about the records.
NGC said our role is merely to monitor the visitors. Please identify staff who can do this, and I'll share info as
I have it. I think we should be ready with names by tomorrow.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William. Fischer@nara.gov 15bRR002383



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>

Sent time: 04/12/2022 08:55:03 AM

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov=>
Cec: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Trump Records

Bill, I'm cc'ing John, who can explain the process.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
@
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern a.g0V

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flwhg 9]

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 3:04 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

i raises a good point. Our folks will also need a briefing from LM about roles and responsibilities.

Thanks,
Bill

---------- Forwarded message ---------

Fronx 5 (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)ifirRenieg

Date: Mon. Apr 11, 2022 at 2:48 PM

Subject: Re: Trump Records

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

Cc: §(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)IElEZH(P) (©). (D) (YCIZD) (6). (B) (7)(C NkEREay NS
<david. mengel@nara.gov>

I can put out a request for volunteers jjjilllj did it last time and is a likely candidate MRl is also a possibility. I assume NGC

is taking care of clearance passing etc?

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:27 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
All:

I'just heard from NGC that we're going to need people ready in the coming days who can monitor Trump
reps and DOJ officials who will be reviewing the Trump records later this week and next week at AI. My
understanding is that we need two of our folks present in the room when the visitors review the records. We
could use the same people who did the inventory or others, but our staff must have TS/SCI. It doesn't sound
like the SAP is necessary. According to NGC, it may only be a couple of days worth of monitoring, but I don't
know for sure. Ibelieve LM will be coordinating the visits and answering any questions about the records.
NGC said our role is merely to monitor the visitors. Please identify staff who can do this, and I'll share info as
I have it. I think we should be ready with names by tomorrow. 15bRR002384



Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002385



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Sent time: 04/12/2022 11:02:32 AM

To: Laster. John <john laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Notification of Incumbent

John, here's my proposed notification:

B in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-
2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on
behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBI (per the attached April 8, 2022, LHM), access to the 15 boxes of materials
that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. The FBI has "requested access to the original materials starting no later than seven
(7) days after the date of the incumbent President's request," and may also seek copies of specific documents following their
TEeVIEW.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the
urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review these materials prior to
our providing access to the FBIL. If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Main Archives (given that the boxes
contain information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740

(b) (&),

 (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

.stern! a.gOV
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From: (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)R(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)LEick-Lrag

Sent time:  04/12/2022 11:07:30 AM
To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

Cc: CICNOIY® BICNOIW®Inara gov=:[DIGNDIUIS {DYGNOIW®]nara gov=>; David Mengel <david mengel@nara.gov=>

Subject: Re: Trump Records
QIGNRIV®) and DIGNOIVS) volunteered if needed.

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:32 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:

I don't have any other specifics, but I think we could indicate that folks are only available between 9 and 4 or
something like that based on the shuttle schedule and work schedules. It could be any day of the week.

Bill

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:28 PM[QICNOIO®) {OXCINOXWI®)nara gov> wrote:
Bill

Do you know the start and end time for the day or even the number of hours per day?

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:27 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
All:

I just heard from NGC that we're going to need people ready in the coming days who can monitor Trump
reps and DOJ officials who will be reviewing the Trump records later this week and next week at AI. My
understanding is that we need two of our folks present in the room when the visitors review the records.
We could use the same people who did the inventory or others, but our staff must have TS/SCI. It doesn't
sound like the SAP is necessary. According to NGC, it may only be a couple of days worth of monitoring, but
I don't know for sure. I believe LM will be coordinating the visits and answering any questions about the
records. NGC said our role is merely to monitor the visitors. Please identify staff who can do this, and I'll
share info as I have it. I think we should be ready with names by tomorrow.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

National Declassification Center
NARA

Phone

FAX QIQNOIU(®)

William P. Fischer
Director

X ) ) 15bRR002387
National Declassification Center



National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

(b) (6?, (b) (7)(C)
OICHEIVI(®)

National Declassification Center
NARA

Phone QIGHOIUI®)
FAX QIGHOIUI®

15bRR002388



From: John Laster <john laster@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/12/2022 11:14:09 AM

To: Gary Stern <garym stem@nara.gov=>
Subject: Re: Notification of Incumbent
Looks good.

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022, 11:03 AM Gary Stern < 1 .stem@nara.gov=> wWrote:
John, here's my proposed notification:

B in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-

2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on
behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBI (per the attached April 8, 2022, LHM), access to the 15 boxes of
materials that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. The FBI has "requested access to the original materials starting no later
than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent President's request," and may also seek copies of specific documents
following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the
urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if you would like to review these materials prior to
our providing access to the FBL If so, we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Main Archives (given that the
boxes contain information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

) (6),

QIR c<1)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_rm.stem@g&. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flehgl 9]
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From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/12/2022 11:55:41 AM

To: Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov=>

Ce: Bosanko, William <william bosanko@nara.gov>; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov=>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; David Ferriero
<david feiero@nars. o> (DN RO AT - <o+~

Subject: Fwd: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

Attachments: CDIIU-0134-22 LHM to_DOJ_current. pdf

Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOJ for access to the original 15
boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBL. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
govemmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Thanks,
Gary

m Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr...

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
()
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern| a.g0V

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flelg ]9

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

gt (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) tuitsrza = (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) RuleXsuiReoiias

Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to include
Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting. I'm

copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.
pPyIng < 15bRR002390



Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay I. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002391



pdf

CDIIU-0134-22 LHM to DOJ current

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply. Please Referto LHM: CDIIU-0134-22 Aprll & 2022
To:  Jay Bratt
Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control Section
National Security Division
U.S. Department of Justice

(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subj: (U//FOUO) Request for access to the contents of fifteen boxes of materials received by
the National Archives and Records Administration in February 2022.

(U//FOUO) Assistance is requested from the National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) to review materials in its possession related to a referral sent to the Department of Justice
(DOJ) in February 2022. Among other information, NARA related that these boxes arrived in their

possession on or around January 18, 2022, and contained unclassified documents as well as certain
items “marked as classified national security information.”

(U//FOUO) In order to facilitate the review of the above-described materials currently in NARA’s
possession, the FBI seeks DOJ assistance to coordinate this request with NARA. Section
2205(2)(b) of Title 44 of the United States Code permits an incumbent President to seck access to
presidential records otherwise restricted from public aceess “if such records contain information
that is needed for the conduct of current business of the incumbents President’s office.” Consistent
with past practice, the FBI requests DOJ coordination with White House Counsel on this matter.

UNCLASSIFIED/FOUO
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UNCLASSIFIED//FOUQ

(U//FOUO) The FBI requests access to the original materials starting no later than seven (7) days
after the date of the incumbent President’s request. FBI personnel accessing the requested
materials will have the proper clearances to facilitate the review of the same. F urther, to allow the
FBI to maintain the materials it needs, the FBI requests that NARA retain the originals and provide

to the FBI copies of all specific items the FBI requests based upon its review of the original
materials.

(U//FOUO) The FBI appreciates NARA’s assistance in this matter

pienin ence
Division points of contact for this matter are [[YYONEOTAIO) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) g
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (0), (B) (/)(V)
UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO
Page 2 of 2
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Date: April 12,2022

To: ND, through COO

From: Gary M. Stern, NGC

Subject: Request for a Waiver to Serve Original Classified Documents for PRA Production
Review

NARA has received a PRA special access request from the incumbent White House on behalf of
the Department of Justice and the FBI (per the attached April 8, 2022, LHM), for access to the
original 15 boxes of materials that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. The FBI has "requested
access to the original materials starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the
incumbent President's request," and may also seek copies of specific documents following their
review.

Prior to providing such access to the FBI, we need to notify and provide access to the PRA
representatives of former President Trump. The Trump representatives fall under the NARA
Classified Information Security Program Handbook classified research room procedures outlined
in Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents Instead
of Copies.”

NGC requests that ND authorize a waiver to the classified copy rule, allowing us to serve the
Trump representatives with original records. NARA will serve these original documents to the
representatives in the Archives 1, Classified Research Room. This room is set up as a clean
research room and equipped with a video camera monitoring system. NARA understands that
with this waiver, we will provide two dedicated monitors for the research work and that we are
responsible for maintaining double coverage in the classified research room whenever the Trump
Representatives will be using original classified documents.

Please let me know if you have any questions about this request.

Waiver Approved:

DEBRA STEIDEL WALL
Deputy Archivist of the United States

National Archives and Records Administration - 8601 Adelphi Road, Suite 3110 » College Park, MD 20740 - www.archives.gov

15bRR002394



From: William Bosanko <william bosanko@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/12/2022 11:59:01 AM

To: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>

Ce: Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov=>; Donius, Susan <susan donius@nara.gov=>; David Fernero
c' <david ferriero@nara.gov=; ((J N M) XTH(®)] (@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

Looks good to me.

Jay

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:56 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOJ for access to the original 15
boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBL. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
governmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Thanks,
Gary

m Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr...

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGARIY (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL

ARCHIVES
£l t]7

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

To: (XX XEAI(®3]ho.cop.cov (XM XTAI(®] who.cop.gov>

Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

15bRR002395



Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to include
Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting. I'm
copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay 1. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002396



From: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov=>

Sent time: 04/12/2022 12:02:55 PM

To: William Bosanko <william bosanko@nara.gov=>

Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov=>; Donius. Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov=>; David Ferriero

<david ferriero@nara.gov=; ((J N M) XTH(®)] (@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

Cec:

Seriously do you not know how to spell my name?? :-)

Gary Please send a corrected version to exec sec for my signature. Thanks.

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:59 AM William Bosanko <william bosanko@nara.gov> wrote:
Looks good to me.

Jay

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:56 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOJ for access to the original 15
boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBI. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
governmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Thanks,
Gary

m Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr...

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(5) (). ) (/)XC)[CRI)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

no<Taon

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA
To:[(NXOXOX(®]who.cop.gov (NGO MOXA(®)] who.cop.gov>

Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

15bRR002397



(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)]

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to
include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting.
I’'m copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay I. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002398



From: Susan Donius <susan donius@nara.gov=>

Sent time: 04/12/2022 12:13:06 PM

o [0)0)-0) DIORO) 6).0) (7 L
Subject: Fwd: Request for Access to Materials at NARA
Attachments: CDIIU-0134-22 LHM_to_DOJ_current.pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Date: Tue, Apr 12, 2022, 8:56 AM

Subject: Fwd: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

To: Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Cc: Bosanko, William <william.bosanko@nara.gov>>, Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>, Donius, Susan
<susan.donius@nara.gov>, David Ferriero <david.ferriero@nara.gov>, Oriabure, Stephannie <stephannie.oriabure(@nara.gov>

Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOJ for access to the original 15
boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBI. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
govemnmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Thanks,
Gary

m Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr...

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
° (celD)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

.stern! a.gOV

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flwhal £ ] 7]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Maten'als at NARA

To (DIONOIGIS] ko cop cov {DIONOIGIE] hocop gov-
V>

Cc: Gary Stern <garym.ster(@nara.go

15bRR002399



(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)]

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to include
Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting. I'm
copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay L. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002400
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UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply. Please Referto LHM: CDIIU-0134-22 Aprll & 2022
To:  Jay Bratt
Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control Section
National Security Division
U.S. Department of Justice

i (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subj: (U/FOUO) Request for access to the contents of fifteen boxes of materials received by
the National Archives and Records Administration in February 2022,

(U//FOUO) Assistance is requested from the National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) to review materials in its possession related to a referral sent to the Department of Justice
(DOJ) in February 2022. Among other information, NARA related that these boxes arrived in their

possession on or around January 18, 2022, and contained unclassified documents as well as certain
items “marked as classified national security information.”

(U//FOUO) In order to facilitate the review of the above-described materials currently in NARA’s
possession, the FBI seeks DOJ assistance to coordinate this request with NARA. Section
2205(2)(b) of Title 44 of the United States Code permits an incumbent President to seck access to
presidential records otherwise restricted from public access “if such records contain information
that is needed for the conduct of current business of the incumbents President’s office.” Consistent
with past practice, the FBI requests DOJ coordination with White House Counsel on this matter.

UNCLASSIFIED/FOUO
Page 1 of 2
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UNCLASSIFIED//FOUQ

(U//FOUO) The FBI requests access to the original materials starting no later than seven (7) days
after the date of the incumbent President’s request. FBI personnel accessing the requested
materials will have the proper clearances to facilitate the review of the same. F urther, to allow the
FBI to maintain the materials it needs, the FBI requests that NARA retain the originals and provide

to the FBI copies of all specific items the FBI requests based upon its review of the original
materials.

(U//FOUO) The FBI appreciates NARA’s assistance in this matter

pienin ence
Division points of contact for this matter are [[YYONEOTAIO) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) g
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (0), (B) (/)(V)
UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO
Page 2 of 2

15bRR002402




From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/12/2022 12:35:11 PM
To: John Laster <john laster@nara.gov>

(b) (6), () ()C)R(D) (6), (b) (7)(C) A TREH) (6). &) (NCIR(D) (6). (b) (7)(CIEIEH) (6). (b) (7)XC)D) (6). (b) (7)(C) T © ]

- {OIONOIY® nara gov=: Gary Stern <garym stem@nara.gov>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov=>
Subject: Trump Records

Cec:

John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the managers to
have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if not all,
will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may also have to
be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002403



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/12/2022 12:38:01 PM

To: Debra Wall <debra. wall@nara.gov=>
Ce: William Bosanko <william bosanko@nara.gov>; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov=>; Donius, Susan <susan donius@nara.gov>; David Ferriero
c. <david ferriero@nara.gov=: (N () M() XHI(®)} (@nara.gov>; NARA Executive Secretariat <execsec(@nara.gov>

BCc: tasha_ford@nara.gov;[QECQNOIUGInara gov: (WG N XQBIG M nara.cov: [DIONBIW®]nara gov; groups.archive7@nara.gov
Subject: Re: Request for Access to Materials at NARA
Attachments: Waiver for Orniginal Classified Documents for Trump PRA Reps.doc.docx

Very bad mistake, never to be repeated.

Here is the updated version, with cc to ExecSec.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(b) (6). (b) (7)CIFEIN)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern| a.g0V

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flwhg ]9

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:03 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

Seriously do you not know how to spell my name?? :-)

Gary Please send a corrected version to exec sec for my signature. Thanks.

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:59 AM William Bosanko <william bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Looks good to me.

Jay

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:56 AM Gary Stern <garym. stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOJ for access to the original 15
boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBI. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
governmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Gary

m Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr...

Garv M. Stemn 15bRR002404



General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(6) (6). ©) (NC NI

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@;_xara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flwhal 9]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA
To:[(JXEOX(XEI(®] who.cop.gov (XM XEA(®3] who.cop.gov>
Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to
include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are
requesting. I'm copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay I Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 15bRR002405
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Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Trump PRA Reps.doc.docx

Office of
=3¢ 3 | General

N "0 | Counsel
NATIONAL ounse
ARCHIVES

Date: April 12, 2022

To: ND, through COO

From: Gary M. Stern, NGC

Subject: Request for a Waiver to Serve Original Classified Documents for PRA Production
Review

NARA has received a PRA special access request from the incumbent White House on behalf of
the Department of Justice and the FBI (per the attached April 8, 2022, LHM), for access to the
original 15 boxes of materials that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. The FBI has "requested
access to the original materials starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the
incumbent President's request,” and may also seek copies of specific documents following their
review.

Prior to providing such access to the FBI, we need to notify and provide access to the PRA
representatives of former President Trump. The Trump representatives fall under the NARA
Classified Information Security Program Handbook classified research room procedures outlined
in Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents Instead
of Copies.”

NGC requests that ND authorize a waiver to the classified copy rule, allowing us to serve the
Trump representatives with original records. NARA will serve these original documents to the
representatives in the Archives 1, Classified Research Room. This room is set up as a clean
research room and equipped with a video camera monitoring system. NARA understands that
with this waiver, we will provide two dedicated monitors for the research work and that we are
responsible for maintaining double coverage in the classified research room whenever the Trump
Representatives will be using original classified documents.

Please let me know if you have any questions about this request.

Waiver Approved:

DEBRA STEIDEL WALL
Deputy Archivist of the United States

National Archives and Records Administration - 8601 Adelphi Road, Suite 3110 - College Park, MD 20740 - www.archives.gov

15bRR002407



From: (b) (6), (b) (7XC)E(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)aEicR:E e

Sent time: 04/12/2022 01:18:11 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>; William Bosanko <william bosanko@nara.gov=>; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan
Cec: <susan.donius@nara.gov>; David Ferriero <david.ferriero@nara.gov=; (X M(OXA (9} (@nara.gov=>; ExecSec
<ExecSec(@nara.gov>
BCc: tasha_ford@nara.gov; [RICNOIGIW nara gov: (WG MO X (G MM nara gov; groups.archive7@nara.gov

Subject: Re: Request for Access to Matenials at NARA

Received.

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:38 PM Gary Stern <garym.sterm@nara.gov> wrote:
Very bad mistake, never to be repeated.

Here is the updated version, with cc to ExecSec.

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIR -<1)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_rm.stern@r_xara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flohal 9]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:03 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

Seriously do you not know how to spell my name?? :-)

Gary Please send a corrected version to exec sec for my signature. Thanks.

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:59 AM William Bosanko <william bosanko@nara.gov> wrote:
Looks good to me.

Jay
On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:56 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov=> Wrote:

Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOJ for access to the original
15 boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBL. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
governmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Thanks,
Gary

m Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr... 1S0RERE02400



Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RIGHOIY®) (c<ll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

[ flwhea ]9

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

To: (TGO ROIN(®] who.cop.gov {(JXEKIXEAI(®] who.cop.gov>

Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to
include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are
requesting. I'm copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay I Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

15bRR002409
Washington, D.C. 20530



(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

) (6), (0) (7)(C)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
National Archives and Records Administration

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW - Room 116
Washington, D.C. 20408-0001

15bRR002410



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Sent time: 04/12/2022 02:54:24 PM

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
John Laster <john laster@nara_gov=:[QICNOIYS] {BIGHBDIW®) nara gov=; QIGHDIY® {DICNBIYI® nara cov=; [(QIGNOIYS)
Cc: DIGHOIU®) nara gov=: [RIGHOIY® {DIGNRIY®Inara gov=>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov=;[[(D I NOIUI®)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) [CEELELreg

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the boxes by
the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not be until next
week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(e

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stem@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flwhg t]9)]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the managers to
have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if not all,
will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may also have to
be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002411



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>

Sent time: 04/13/2022 07:18:01 AM

David Ferriero <david.ferriero@nara.gov>; Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Bosanko. William <william bosanko@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan
<susan.donius@nara.gov>; Hamilton, John <john hamilton@nara.gov=; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov=: [(J X M()XH[(®)]
(DXONOIW (@Y @nara gov=>; Mana Stanwich <maria stanwich@nara.gov>; Jeannette Wise <jeannette wise(@nara.gov=>; Hannah Bergman
<Hannah Bergman@nara.gov>; John Valceanu <john valceanu@nara.gov=>

Subject: Re: DOJ Letter to Chairwoman Maloney

To:

FYL here's a Post story on this issue and the DOJ letter: https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/04/12/tramp-boxes-
records-top-secret-doj/

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(o)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern| a.g0V

TIONAL

NX
ARCHIVES
no<Taon

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 1:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>> wrote:
See DOJ letter in response to Maloney's letter to the AG, and reiterating that NARA should refer all queries about this issue to
DOJ.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGHRIU® (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flwhg t]9)]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 12:20 PM

Subject: DOJ Letter to Chairwoman Maloney

To: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

15bRR002412



Gary:

Please see the attached letter that was sent to the Hill today from our Office of Legislative Affairs. Based on our prior
discussions, you responded to the most recent Congressional request by providing no comment and referring them to DOJ.
Consistent with that approach and the attached letter. please continue to handle any future requests about this matter in the same
way and simply refer them to DOJ. Thank you.

Jay

Jay I Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov

15bRR002413



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Sent time: 04/13/2022 07:19:30 AM

To: Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>
Ce: Bosanko, William <william bosanko@nara.gov>; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; David Ferriero
c' <david ferriero@nara.gov=; ((J N M) XTH(®)] (@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

The FBI letter requesting access to the boxes should be kept as close hold - please do not share or disclose it to anyone else.

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(<l
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern| a.g0V

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flehg ]9

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:55 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOIJ for access to the original 15
boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBI. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
governmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Gary

m Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr...

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_rm.stern@r_)&. gov

15bRR002414



---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2(@usdoj.gov>
Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

To: [(QXCONOXBI®]ho.cop.cov (IO ROINI®] who.cop.gov>
Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to include
Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting. I'm
copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay 1. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002415



From: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov=>

Sent time: 04/13/2022 10:26:10 AM
To: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

You got the signed waiver already, right?

On Wed, Apr 13, 2022 at 7:20 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
The FBI letter requesting access to the boxes should be kept as close hold -- please do not share or disclose it to anyone else.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGARIY (c<ll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@gg. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flwhal 9]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:55 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOJ for access to the original 15
boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBL. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
governmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Thanks,
Gary

m Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr...

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

()

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stem@gara. gov

15bRR002416



---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>
Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA
To: [(VXCONEOXBNI®] who.cop.cov (IO ROXNI®]ho.cop.gov>
Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)]

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to
include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting.
I’'m copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay L. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002417



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/13/2022 10:32:27 AM
To: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

Yes, now that you've reminded me, I just pulled it out of ETMS. Thanks for your quick response.

Gary

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
e
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern| a.goV

TIONAL

NA
ARCHIVES
[l 7]

On Wed, Apr 13, 2022 at 10:24 AM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
You got the signed waiver already, right?

On Wed, Apr 13, 2022 at 7:20 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>> wrote:
The FBI letter requesting access to the boxes should be kept as close hold -- please do not share or disclose it to anyone else.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(oD

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stem@l_lara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el 9]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:55 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOIJ for access to the original 15
boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBL. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for tH&thRgizd Bocuments




Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
governmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Gary

m Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr...

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RIRAQIG (<)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@gﬂ.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flehgl £19]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA
To[(QXCONEOXWI(®)] who.cop.gov (XN OIWI®] who.cop.gov>
Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to
include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are
requesting. I'm copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay L. Bratt

Chief
15bRR002419



Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov

15bRR002420



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>

Sent time: 04/13/2022 11:52:42 AM

To: Laster, John <john laster@nara. gov>;@nara. gov=>
Cc: Bosanko, William <william bosanko@nara.gov=: Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov=>
Subject: Re: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

Attachments: Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Trump PRA Reps.final pdf

Here's the signed waiver form.

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
e
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern| a.goV

TIONAL

NA
ARCHIVES
[l 7]

On Wed, Apr 13, 2022 at 7:19 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov=> Wrote:
The FBI letter requesting access to the boxes should be kept as close hold -- please do not share or disclose it to anyone else.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@gg. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flehgl 9]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:55 AM Gary Stern <garym.ster(@nara.gov> wrote:
Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOJ for access to the original 15
boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBI. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
governmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further. 15bRR002421



Thanks,
Gary

[ waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr...

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

()

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stern @;;ara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el 9]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

To: (IO N OXW(®]who.cop.gov {(VXCO MBS who.cop.gov>
Cc: Gary Stern <garym.sterm(@nara.gov>

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to
include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting.
I'm copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay I Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division 15bRR002422



U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov

15bRR002423
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Date: April 12,2022

To: ND, through COO

From: Gary M. Stern, NGC

Subject: Request for a Waiver to Serve Original Classified Documents for PRA Production
Review

NARA has received a PRA special access request from the incumbent White House on behalf of
the Department of Justice and the FBI (per the attached April 8, 2022, LHM), for access to the
original 15 boxes of materials that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. The FBI has "requested
access to the original materials starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the
incumbent President's request," and may also seek copies of specific documents following their
review.

Prior to providing such access to the FBI, we need to notify and provide access to the PRA
representatives of former President Trump. The Trump representatives fall under the NARA
Classified Information Security Program Handbook classified research room procedures outlined
in Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents Instead
of Copies.”

NGC requests that ND authorize a waiver to the classified copy rule, allowing us to serve the
Trump representatives with original records. NARA will serve these original documents to the
representatives in the Archives 1, Classified Research Room. This room is set up as a clean
research room and equipped with a video camera monitoring system. NARA understands that
with this waiver, we will provide two dedicated monitors for the research work and that we are
responsible for maintaining double coverage in the classified research room whenever the Trump
Representatives will be using original classified documents.

Please let me know if you have any questions about this request.

Waiver Approved:

DEBRA STEIDEL WALL
Deputy Archivist of the United States

National Archives and Records Administration - 8601 Adelphi Road, Suite 3110 » College Park, MD 20740 - www.archives.gov

15bRR002424



From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/13/2022 12:06:47 PM

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

GaryM Stemn <garym stem@nara.gov=>; David Mengel <davidmengel@naragov>; 5 (D) (6), (b) nma.gov>;
3(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)[@EEicR-Ireg

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Cec:

BIill:
I'm happy to brief NDC staff who will participate in this project.
John

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 8:55 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, I'm cc'ing John, who can explain the process.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740

() ©). O XCRCEIY
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

.stern(@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flohal t] 7]

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 3:04 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

il raises a good point. Our folks will also need a briefing from LM about roles and responsibilities.

Thanks,
Bill

---------- Forwarded message ---------

Date: Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:48 PM

Subject: Re: Trump Records

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

[@3(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)E(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)nEERREA®) (©). (b) ()C)E(D) (6). () (7)(C)ErRIneM A BYEIES

<david.mengel@nara.gov>

I can put out a request for volunteers. [l did it last time and is a likely candidate. [igigll1s also a possibility. Iassume
NGC is taking care of clearance passing etc?

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:27 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
All: 15bRR002425



I just heard from NGC that we're going to need people ready in the coming days who can monitor Trump
reps and DOJ officials who will be reviewing the Trump records later this week and next week at AI. My
understanding is that we need two of our folks present in the room when the visitors review the records.
We could use the same people who did the inventory or others, but our staff must have TS/SCI. It doesn't
sound like the SAP is necessary. According to NGC, it may only be a couple of days worth of monitoring, but
I don't know for sure. I believe LM will be coordinating the visits and answering any questions about the
records. NGC said our role is merely to monitor the visitors. Please identify staff who can do this, and I'll
share info as I have it. I think we should be ready with names by tomorrow.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William Fischer@nara.gov

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)Y(@)

john. laster@nara.gov

15bRR002426



From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/13/2022 12:17:18 PM

To: John Laster <john laster@nara.gov>

GaryM Stemn <garym stem@nara.gov=>; David Mengel <davidmengel@naragov> s(D) (6), (b) (7)XC)rteR:LE =R (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)
3(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)[@EEicR-Ireg

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Cec:

Thanks, John

On Wed, Apr 13, 2022 at 12:07 PM John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov> wrote:
Bilt

I'm happy to brief NDC staff who will participate in this project.
John

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 8:55 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, I'm cc'ing John, who can explain the process.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(o)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

g@n.stem@r_lara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Dol 9]

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 3:04 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

Don raises a good point. Our folks will also need a briefing from LM about roles and responsibilities.

Thanks,
Bill

---------- Forwarded message ---------

13N (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)EE(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)ikirEu1lEs

Date: Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:48 PM
Subject: Re: Trump Records
To: William Fischer <william. ﬁsche1 1ara.gov>

gR(0) (6). (6) (CIRB) (6). (b) (7)(C)ILLEERTR®) ©). ) (NCF(D) (6). () (7)(C) RN IS

<david. mengel(@nara.gov>

I can put out a request for volunteers jjjilllj did it last time and is a likely candidate [HRMN is also a possibility. Iassume
NGC is taking care of clearance passing etc? 15bRR002427



On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 2:27 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:

All:

I just heard from NGC that we're going to need people ready in the coming days who can monitor Trump
reps and DOJ officials who will be reviewing the Trump records later this week and next week at AI. My
understanding is that we need two of our folks present in the room when the visitors review the records.
We could use the same people who did the inventory or others, but our staff must have TS/SCI. It doesn't
sound like the SAP is necessary. According to NGC, it may only be a couple of days worth of monitoring,
but I don't know for sure. I believe LM will be coordinating the visits and answering any questions about
the records. NGC said our role is merely to monitor the visitors. Please identify staff who can do this, and
I'll share info as I have it. I think we should be ready with names by tomorrow.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William Fischer@nara.gov

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)@]

john.laster@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002428



From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/13/2022 01:40:06 PM
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (6) b) (7 nara.gov=: [DIGNOIUIS] {QIONOIWI® nara gov=: (b) (6) b) 7)(C) 2(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)uEleR:Clas
o DI (S8 QIOROUC: - GIGNEIUla QDRGNS - i W -
) (6), (b) (7)(C) naragow> W OIGNOIW®)nara gov=
. (b) (6), b) (7T)(C)R(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)EEELIZH(b) (6). (b) (NNC)E(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)LERELTLR(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)E(D) (6). (b) (7)(C)EIIIILH® O
) - @nara_gov>; BIGABOIW® nara gov=>; David Mengel <daﬂd_mengel@nara_gov>

Subject: Trump Records

All:

Thanks for your willingness to assist with monitoring the Trump reps or the FBI when they are reviewing
Trump records at AI. A time has not been scheduled yet. It could still be this week, but it might not be until
next week. If you are needed, your supervisor will contact you based on the availability you indicated. You will
receive instructions from John Laster when you arrive at AI. There will also be two of you scheduled at all
times to monitor the visitors. Please remember that this project requires discretion, and it is not an
appropriate subject for casual conversations inside or outside NARA.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002429



From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/14/2022 11:19:50 AM

To: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
John Laster <john laster@nara.gov=:[QIONOIUIO) {BIOKOIN®) nara zov=:[RIGHDIUNY BIGHDIGI® nara gov=: (QIGHOIY®)
Cc: DIGHOIU®) nara gov=: [RIGHOIY® {DIGNRIY®Inara gov=>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov=;[[(D I NOIUI®)

DICNOXUE) @ouro cov- DISIRIS) QIR @nara £ov>

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Hi Gary,

m will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC
monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave. | is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.ster(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Bill, et al.. just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the boxes by
the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not be until next
week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGARIU® (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

R

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the managers to
have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if not all,
will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may also have to
be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.
Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer
Director 15bRR002430



National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002431



From: John Laster <john laster@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/19/2022 08:44:27 AM
To: GaryM Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Subject: Fwd: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Let me brief you on this before you respond to il

---------- Forwarded message ---------

RE) 6 (&) 1)) (6). (0) (1)(C)

Date: Mon, Apr 18, 2022, 8:54 PM

Subject: Re: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration
To: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

@ (0) 6), (b) MCIE(D) (6), (b) (7)(C) Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>

Gary and John,
Two items on this request.

Today. I asked [QEERIMER for an extension on the 7-day clock. I thought it would expedite things to go to him directly. While
that request is pending, can you please not release anything tomorrow? I expect we will know on the extension before COB
tomoIrow.

Also, President Trump has retained QEQEOMIE to represent him in this matter. Can you please allow her to correspond with you
and provide President Trump’s determinations on any privilege issues just as you have allowed QEQNOIUI® and QICNOIWE) |
am designating her first that purpose.

Thanks,
(b) (6). (b) (7XC)

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 10:26 AM, Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov=> Wrote:

Yes, correct. Thanks

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

e

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flehat]9]

15bRR002432



On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 10:21 AMQIQEQIEE {OIGNOIWIS) wrote:

Gary,
We’re working through that. But we have at least until next Tuesday, correct?

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 9:24 AM, Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:

b) (6), (b) (7)}C . . i
(). O X please let us know whether, and if so, when you would like to come to review these records,
before we provide access to the FBI?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(<l

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_r)@.stern@gara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el t]7]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM Gary Stem <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
B i1 accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended,
44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARAs regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44,
yesterday the White House requested. on behalf of the Department of Justice and the FBI, access to
the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is seeking to review
the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the incumbent President's
request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARAs regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period.
However, in light of the urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if
you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing access to the FBI next week. If so, we
can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain information
classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern 15bRR002433



General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(o)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stan(@m.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flwhal ]9
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/19/2022 08:48:16 AM
To: John Laster <john laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Okay. Call or chat me when you're free, ideally before 10.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(e

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flehal €19

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 8:44 AM John Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov> wrote:

Gary:

Let me brief you on this before you respond to|§i

---------- Forwarded message ---------

g©) ). &) NCR(D) (). (b) (1)(C)

Date: Mon, Apr 18, 2022, 8:54 PM

Subject: Re: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration
To: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

[@4((0) (), (0) ()XCIE(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>

Gary and John,

Two items on this request.

Today, I asked [QERRRIMRR for an extension on the 7-day clock. I thought it would expedite things to go to him directly. While
that request is pending, can you please not release anything tomorrow? I expect we will know on the extension before COB

OMmOoITow.

Also, President Trump has retained QEQNOQIWIS to represent him in this matter. Can you please allow her to correspond with
you and provide President Trump’s determinations on any privilege issues just as you have allowed [N and il

I 1 designating her first that purpose.

Thanks,
(b) (). (®) (7XC)

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 10:26 AM, Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:

15bRR002435



Yes, correct. Thanks

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(o)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flwhg) ]9

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 10:21 AMQICNOIUS (TGN IINI®) wrote:
Gary,

We’re working through that. But we have at least until next Tuesday, correct?

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 9:24 AM, Gary Stern <garym.sterm(@nara.gov> wrote:

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) please let us know whether, and if so, when you would like to come to review these records,
before we provide access to the FBI?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(o

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@x_la.ra.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flelal €19

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM Gary Stern <garym.sterm(@nara.gov> wrote: 15bRR002436
in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA). as amended.




44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36 C.F.R.
1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on behalf of the Department of Justice and the
FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the FBI is
seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of the
incumbent President's request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their
TEVIEW.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period.
However, in light of the urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if
you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing access to the FBI next week. If so, we
can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain information
classified at least up to the level of TS/SCT).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern a.g0V

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el t]9)]
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/19/2022 09:22:45 AM

To: John Laster <john laster@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

Here's the bio on[(QYONOIW(S)

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
=
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern| a.g0V

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flehg ]9

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 8:48 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>> wrote:
Okay. Call or chat me when you're free, ideally before 10.

Gary M. Stem

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

) ©). ©) XCRCEIY
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_rm.stem@gﬂ. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flehgl £19]

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 8:44 AM John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary:

Let me brief you on this before you respond to|jji§

---------- Forwarded message ---------

A (o) (). (o) (V) C)R(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Date: Mon, Apr 18, 2022, 8:54 PM

Subject: Re: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

[@F0) 6), ) (NCIE(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>

Gary and John,
15bRR002438



Two items on this request.

Today, I asked [N for an extension on the 7-day clock. I thought it would expedite things to go to him directly. While
that request is pending, can you please not release anything tomorrow? I expect we will know on the extension before COB
tomoIrow.

Also, President Trump has retained QECQRGAWIS to represent him in this matter. Can you please allow her to correspond with
you and provide President Trump’s determinations on any privilege issues just as you have allowed [T and FiH
I [ o designating her first that purpose.

Thanks,
(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 10:26 AM, Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:

Yes, correct. Thanks

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RISHGIULY <<

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

stern(@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flohal €17

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 10:21 AM|QACRUIGKS <(JX(N{IXT(®)) wrote:
Gary,

We’re working through that. But we have at least until next Tuesday, correct?

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 9:24 AM, Gary Stern <garym.sterm(@nara.gov=> wrote:

R0 casc let us know whether, and if so. when you would like to come to review these records,
before we provide access to the FBI?

Thanks. 15bRR002439



Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
QIGHAIU® (ccll)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern a.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

(el t ]9

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov=> Wrote:

Sl in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as
amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARA’s regulations at 36
C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on behalf of the Department of Justice
and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request, the
FBI is seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date of
the incumbent President’s request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following their
TeVIEW.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period.
However, in light of the urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible if
you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing access to the FBI next week. If so, we
can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain information
classified at least up to the level of TS/SCT).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the boxes.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stcm@na.ra.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Floh t 7]
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/19/2022 10:06:23 AM
To: John Laster <john laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration

FYT, Jay Bratt from DOJ called asking about the status since this is the 7th day, so I told him about|fjjjfemail. re the extension
and RAESEE new role.

I'will check in with [§iii§ after MT.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(b) (6). (b) (TNCIFERY]
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern| a.g0V

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flwhg ]9

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:22 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:

Here's the bio on[(JXGONOIN(S) /

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(D

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stem(@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

no<Tan

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 8:48 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Okay. Call or chat me when you're free, ideally before 10.

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
ONOIU® (ccll)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov
15bRR002441
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On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 8:44 AM John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary:

Let me brief you on this before you respond to|ji§

---------- Forwarded message ---------

i) () (6) (1CR(D) (B). (b) (1)(C)

Date: Mon, Apr 18, 2022, 8:54 PM

Subject: Re: Special Access Request from Incumbent Administration
To: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

@3 (0) (9), (0) (NCIR(D) (6), (b) (7)(C) Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>

Gary and John,

Two items on this request.

Today. I asked [SESERIR for an extension on the 7-day clock. I thought it would expedite things to go to him directly.
While that request is pending, can you please not release anything tomorrow? I expect we will know on the extension before

COB tomorrow.

Also, President Trump has retained QEQNMOIGIE to represent him in this matter. Can you please allow her to couespond with
you and provide President Trump’s determinations on any privilege issues just as you have allowed QIQNOQIGIEY 11 Sl

I 1 am designating her first that purpose.

Thanks,

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 10:26 AM, Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:

Yes, correct. Thanks

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

g (D)

301-837 3026 (office)

301-837-0203 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

ATIONAL 15bRR002442
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On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 10:21 AM[QIGERIGE {OIGNOIWS) wrote:
Gaty.

We’re working through that. But we have at least until next Tuesday, correct?

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2022, at 9:24 AM, Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) let us know whether, and if so, when you would like to come to review these records,
before we provide access to the FBI?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stem@na.ra.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flehal 9

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:34 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

B in accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as
amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive Order 13489, and NARAs regulations at 36
C.F.R. 1270.44, yesterday the White House requested, on behalf of the Department of Justice
and the FBI, access to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago. Per this request,
the FBI is seeking to review the original boxes starting no later than seven (7) days after the date
of the incumbent President’s request, and may also seek copies of specific documents following
their review.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period.
However, in light of the urgency of this request, we ask that you let us know as soon as possible
if you would like to review the boxes prior to our providing access to the FBI next week. If so,
we can arrange for your review in our SCIF at Archives I (given that the boxes contain
information classified at least up to the level of TS/SCI).

Please contact me or John Laster if you have questions and would like to review the BoRRR002443



Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
QRIGARIY® (c<ll)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern a.20V

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flwhg 9]
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From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Sent time: 04/19/2022 09:21:48 PM

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
John Laster <john laster@nara_gov=:[QICNOIYS] {BIGHBDIW®) nara gov=; QIGHDIY® {DICNBIYI® nara cov=; [(QIGNOIYS)
Cc: DIGHOIU®) nara gov=: [RIGHOIY® {DIGNRIY®Inara gov=>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov=;[[(D I NOIUI®)

EXONOXGITHE @0 cov~ QIRIRIS) -RIRNRIE @nara cov>

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday and/or
Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if it take place
tomorrow afternoon or Thursday moming, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(e

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flehgl £19]

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

DIONBIWIS vwill be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC
monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the boxes
by the Trump reps or the FBL. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not be until
next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

gar yg;.stem @gara gov

15bRR002445
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On Tue, Apr 12,2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the managers
to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if not
all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may also
have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002446



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time:  04/20/2022 08:21:05 AM

To: William Bosanko <william bosanko@nara.gov=>; Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>; David Femiero <david.fermiero@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

Do the three of you have time this moming for me to fill you in on the potential complications related to the Trump reps privilege
review of the boxes (preferably before MT)?

FYL, Trump has retained [HRIGIR to represent him on this matter [JCIICIQIS)

Gary

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
()
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
.stern| a.goV

TIONAL

NA
ARCHIVES
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On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:59 AM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Looks good to me.

Jay
On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:56 AM Gary Stern <garym.sterm(@nara.gov=> Wrote:

Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOJ for access to the original 15
boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBI. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
governmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Thanks,
Gary

m Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr...

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell) 15bRR002447
301-837-3026 (office)



301-837-0293 (fax)
garym.stern@nara.gov

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

To:[(JXO N XW(®]ho.cop.cov (RO ROIWI(®]»ho.cop.gov>

Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)]

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to
include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are requesting.
I’'m copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay 1. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

15bRR002448



From: David Fernero <david.fernero@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/20/2022 08:45:39 AM

To: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Cc: William Bosanko <william bosanko@nara.gov=>; Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov=>
Subject: Re: Request for Access to Matenials at NARA

9:30?

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 8:21 AM Gary Stern <garym.sterm(@nara.gov> wrote:
Do the three of you have time this moming for me to fill you in on the potential complications related to the Trump reps privilege
review of the boxes (preferably before MT)?

FYL, Trump has retained [QEQNOIWI® to represent him on this matter: [QEGNOXGI(®)

Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES
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On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:59 AM William Bosanko <william bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Looks good to me.

Jay

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:56 AM Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOIJ for access to the original 15
boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBL. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
governmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Gary

m Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr...

Gary M. Stern 15bRR002449
General Counsel



National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

no<Tan

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

To: (XX XEAI(®3]who.cop.cov (XM XTAI®] who.cop.gov>

Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

(b) (6). () (7)C)H

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to
include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are
requesting. I'm copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay L. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
15bRR002450



jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

David S. Ferriero

Archivist of the United States

700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408-0001

T: 202-357-5900 F: 202-357-5901
www.archives.gov

15bRR002451



From: William Bosanko <william bosanko@nara.gov=>

Sent time: 04/20/2022 08:47:11 AM

To: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Cec: David Ferriero <david.ferriero@nara.gov>; Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Subject: Re: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

Works for me.

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 8:46 AM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

Sure.

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 8:45 AM David Ferriero <david ferriero@nara.gov> wrote:
9:30?

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 8:21 AM Gary Stern <garym.sterm(@nara.gov> wrote:
Do the three of you have time this moming for me to fill you in on the potential complications related to the Tramp reps
privilege review of the boxes (preferably before MT)?

FYL. Trump has retained [QIEQIQI to represent him on this matter {FCIOIWIS

Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flehgl £19)]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:59 AM William Bosanko <william bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Looks good to me.

Jay

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:56 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> Wrote:
Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOJ for access to the original
15 boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBL. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
governmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Thanks,
Gary

15bRR002452



[ waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr...

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

@)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_rm.stem@x_lara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el t]9)]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2(@usdoj.gov>

Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA
To:[(QXOROXW(®]who.cop.gov NEO OIS who.cop.gov>
Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to
include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are
requesting. I'm copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay I Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice
15bRR002453



950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

David S. Ferriero

Archivist of the United States

700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408-0001
T:202-357-5900 F:202-357-5901
www.archives.gov

15bRR002454



From: Debra Wall <debra wall@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/20/2022 08:49:21 AM

To: David Ferriero <david.fernero@nara.gov>

Cec: Gary Stern <garym stemn@nara.gov=>; William Bosanko <william bosanko@nara.gov=>
Subject: Re: Request for Access to Matenials at NARA

Sure.

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 8:45 AM David Ferriero <david.ferriero@nara.gov> wrote:
9:30?

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 8:21 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Do the three of you have time this moming for me to fill you in on the potential complications related to the Trump reps privilege
review of the boxes (preferably before MT)?

FYL Trump has retained [IQEQIMIR) to represent him on this matter: [[JIGNQIWIS)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(D

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stcm@l_lam. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

no*Tan

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:59 AM William Bosanko <william bosanko@nara.gov> wrote:
Looks good to me.

Jay
On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 11:56 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov=> Wrote:

Deb, yesterday the White House approved the attached special access request from the FBI/DOJ for access to the original
15 boxes of Trump records/materials, and asked for expedited access in seven days.

Accordingly, we are about to provide notification to the Trump representatives, to afford them the opportunity to review the
original boxes prior to the FBL. Per Section 3.9d(5) of the Supplement to NARA 202, “Waiver for the Original Documents
Instead of Copies,” the Deputy Archivist must approve the waiver of our normal practice of providing copies to non-
governmental reviewers/researchers. Accordingly, attached is a waiver form for you to sign.

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.

Thanks,
Gary

m Waiver for Original Classified Documents for Tr... 15bRR002455



Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RIGHOIY®) (c<ll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

[ flwhea ]9

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov>

Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 12:34 PM

Subject: Request for Access to Materials at NARA

To: (TGO ROIN(®] who.cop.gov {(JXEKIXEAI(®] who.cop.gov>

Cc: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Please see the attached Letterhead Memorandum I have received from the FBI requesting access to certain materials, to
include Presidential Records, now in the possession of NARA. Also, please note the short turnaround time we are
requesting. I'm copying Gary Stern from NARA, who is aware of this request.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Jay

Jay I Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

15bRR002456
Washington, D.C. 20530



(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2(@usdoj.gov

David S. Ferriero

Archivist of the United States

700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408-0001
T:202-357-5900 F:202-357-5901
www.archives.gov

15bRR002457



From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/20/2022 01:59:06 PM

S 0. ) (ORO) ) ) (7)CREERo 0 DUORD 6 b R0 & 6 NCRD 6 b 1o R
GG o oo

Cec: David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Trump Records

Please take a look at the schedule for Thursday and Friday. We have lots of people available on Thursday and
two on Friday. We need to make a cut since we only need one on each day.

I'm wondering about (QAQNMOAWI® alternating (one on Thursday and the other on Friday). Any other ideas?
RIS - What are your thoughts since this involves your staff?
Bill

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:22 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday and/or
Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if it take place
tomorrow afternoon or Thursday moming, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGARIU® (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

R

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

m will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC
monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave. [jijlf is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the boxes
by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not be until
next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern 15bRR002458
General Counsel



National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@gﬂ.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

no<Tan

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the managers
to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if not
all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may also
have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001 15bRR002459



Telephone: 301-837-0585
Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002460



From: [QIGHOIY®) DIGHOIW® nara gov=>

Sent time: 04/20/2022 02:01:46 PM

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

Ce: (b) (6). (b) (TXCI(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)LLHLaeg) ©). () UXCIG(P) (6). (O) (7)(C)REICRERIER ) (6). () (MC)R(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)EITHERIER" )
- @na.ra.gov>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Attachments: smime. p7s

I am reaching out to Bl to see if he is available for either of those days.

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) ™

Processing and Release Division

nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 1:59 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Please take a look at the schedule for Thursday and Friday. We have lots of people available on Thursday and
two on Friday. We need to make a cut since we only need one on each day.

I'm wondering about DIGNOIWI® alternating (one on Thursday and the other on Friday). Any other ideas?
BIRIRIER - What are your thoughts since this involves your staff?
Bill

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:22 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday
and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if it
take place tomorrow afternoon or Thursday morning, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES 15bRR002461




flohal ¢ 7]

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

will be your contact tomorrow (4 / 15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC
monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave. |SSi

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.ster(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the
boxes by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not
be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

Co].lege Pad(, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ggm.stem@ga.ra. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el 9]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the
managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if not
all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may also
have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350 15bRR002462
College Park, MD 20740-6001



Telephone: 301-837-0585
Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002463



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Sent time: 04/20/2022 02:24:07 PM
To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
John Laser <john laser@nara gov- (DNCNOIUIE {DIGROIGIE = cov- QISIDIUS, DISAOIGE -«r= <o RISADIEE)
5(b) (6), (b) na.ra.gov>; nara.gov>; David Mengel <david.mengcl@nara.gov>;
§7° O o b ————
Subject: Re: Trump Records
Bill, et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday, and at least one may
need to stay until 5:00 each day.

Cec:

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(e

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stem@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flwhg ]9

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday and/or
Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fy1, John L. and I plan to cover if it take place
tomorrow afternoon or Thursday moming, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICNDIU® (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gw.stem@gﬂ. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

no<Tan

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote: 15bRR002464
Hi Gary,



will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC

monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave S8l is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al.., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the boxes
by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not be until
next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@r_xara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flwhal 9]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer(@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the managers
to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if not
all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may also
have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William Fischer@nara.gov

- 15bRR002465



William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002466



From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/20/2022 02:39:21 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
John Laster <john laster@nara_gov=:[QICNOIYS] {BIGHBDIW®) nara gov=; QIGHDIY® {DICNBIYI® nara cov=; [(QIGNOIYS)
Cc: DIGKOIU®) nara gov=: [RIGHOIY® DIGNBIY®Inara gov=>; David Mengel <david mengel@nara.gov=: [N KO Ml

(6) ©). B) 7)) IR QIR @0 zov>

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Gary,

I think all the volunteers will be taking the NARA shuttle, so they'll need to be out early enough to catch the 5
p-m. shuttle.

Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym. stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday, and at least one
may need to stay until 5:00 each day.

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGARIU® (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flwhg 9]

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.sterm(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday
and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if it
take place tomorrow afternoon or Thursday moming, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

gar yg;.stem @gara gov

15bRR002467
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On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC

(b) (6). (D) (TNC

monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.sterm@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the
boxes by the Trump reps or the FBL. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not
be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(ol

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_.ryr_n.stem@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el 9]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the
managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if not

all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may also
have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

- ' 15bRR002468
William P. Fischer



Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002469



From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/20/2022 02:43:04 PM

To: (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)R(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)EEEITLR(b) (6). (b) (7XC)(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)FELRNLR (D) (6). (b) (7)C)(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)EEILIII® ©+ ©}
RS 0 o ISR RIS v s

Cec: David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Trump Records

This changes the dynamics of my last message.

We'll need mion Friday and two others on Thursday. We could ask [QIQNBIGIS to cover Thursday
as well, but I thought I'd try to spread the wealth.

Please look at your Thursday volunteers and rank them. It looks like it's between EVAL and SMER on
Thursday. The departure time might be a factor. It looks like we'll need the volunteers until 5 p.m.

Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
BilL et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday, and at least one
may need to stay until 5:00 each day.

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740

() ©). ©) UXCCEIY
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

gw.stem@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flwhal 9]

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday
and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if it
take place tomorrow afternoon or Thursday moming, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(o

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov 15bRR002470
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On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC

(b) (6). (D) (TNC

monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.sterm@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the
boxes by the Trump reps or the FBL. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not
be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(ol

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_.ryr_n.stem@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el 9]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the
managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if not

all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may also
have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

- ' 15bRR002471
William P. Fischer



Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002472



From: {OIGNGIU® nara gov=>

Sent time: 04/20/2022 02:53:30 PM

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>

Ce: (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)(b) (6) (DI - DIGEOIY®)nara gov=: [(QIGNOIUE] DIGNOIYE nara.gov>;w
- @na.ra.gov>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Attachments: smime. p7s

I had given jfifi a heads up that we had limited volunteers for Friday coverage. so she should be generally prepared for Friday.

Bl typically works a later schedule 9ish-5:30ish, so I think I would list him first. But all my volunteers are willing to help.

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:43 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
This changes the dynamics of my last message.

We'll needW‘on Friday and two others on Thursday. We could ask[QIGNBIWI® to cover Thursday
as well, but I thought I'd try to spread the wealth.

Please look at your Thursday volunteers and rank them. It looks like it's between EVAL and SMER on
Thursday. The departure time might be a factor. It looks like we'll need the volunteers until 5 p.m.

Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday. and at least one
may need to stay until 5:00 each day.

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stern @gam gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el 9]

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday
and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fy1, John L. and I plan to cover if it
take place tomorrow aftemoon or Thursday moming, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,

Gary 15bRR002473



Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
° (cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem(@gam.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el 9]

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william. fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC
monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave. | is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov=> Wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the
boxes by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not
be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_rm.stem@x_lara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el t]9)]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the
managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures 1%%&396)2‘17  Most, if
not all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m." They may



also have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.
I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

b) (6). (b) (7)(C)
b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

, National Declassification Center, NARA
, College Park, MD 20740

b0

I d, R

Adelphi Road,
Direct - DIONOIU®)
() (6), (b) (/)(C)EIERTIY

15bRR002475



From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/20/2022 03:44:28 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
John Laster <john laster@nara_gov=:[QICNOIYS] {BIGHBDIW®) nara gov=; QIGHDIY® {DICNBIYI® nara cov=; [(QIGNOIYS)
Cc: DIGHOIU®) nara gov=: [RIGHOIY® {DIGNDIY®Inara gov=>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov=:[[D YO N

() ©). 0) ()C) [CRIT0 & 0 CR0E 7 T &) &) 0c ) ). 1) (T

Subject: Re: Trump Records

(DIGHEINI®) and DIGNBDIWIS! are available tomorrow, but they'll need to know soon in order to make
plans for the morning. We're still trying to sort out a schedule for Friday.

I'm also adding to this thread.

Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym. stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al.. there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday. and at least one
may need to stay until 5:00 each day.

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGARIU® (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flwhg 9]

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.sterm(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday
and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if it
take place tomorrow afternoon or Thursday moming, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

gar yg;.stem @gara gov

15bRR002476
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On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

R will be your contact tomorrow (4/ 15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC
momtors The rest of us will be taking leave. |

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.sterm@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the
boxes by the Trump reps or the FBL. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not
be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(ol

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_.ryr_n.stem@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el 9]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the
managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if not
all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may also
have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

- ' 15bRR002477
William P. Fischer



Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002478



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Sent time: 04/20/2022 04:53:56 PM

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
John Laster <john laster@nara.gov=:[DIGNOIWE] {QICNOINI®) vara zov=: RIGADIUE BDIGKRIU®) nara gov=;: RIGNDIYS)]
Cc: DIGHOIU®) nara gov=: [RIGHOIY® {DIGNRIY®Inara gov=>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov=;[[(D I NOIUI®)

DICKDIGEN - =~ IR RIS @-av» =0+ SRS QIONOIUG s o+~

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Thanks BilL,[DECEEXWIS) -- but please note that so far, nothing is scheduled, so please do not come to Al on Thursday
morning, unless you hear something more from us.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RN <)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stem@ga.ra. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flehgl €19

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 3:44 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
(DICGHOIN® and DIGHOIWYNS are available tomorrow, but they'll need to know soon in order to make
plans for the morning. We're still trying to sort out a schedule for Friday.

I'm also adding [QECGNOIYIS to this thread.
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday, and at least one

may need to stay until 5:00 each day.
But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

g@n.stem(@gm.gov

15bRR002479
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On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday
and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if it
take place tomorrow aftenoon or Thursday moming, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(D)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL

ARCHIVES
(£l t]7

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC
monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave. { is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov=> Wrote:
BilL, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the
boxes by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not
be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

@)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fx)

garym.stern(@nara.gov
15bRR002480



On Tue, Apr 12,2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william.fischer(@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the
managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if
not all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may
also have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving AI in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002481



From: [QIGHOIY®) DIGHOIW® nara gov=>

Sent time: 04/20/2022 05:36:33 PM

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>; John Laster <john laster@nara_gov=:[QJCIOIGIS)] {(DICROIWI®)nara sov=: [QIDIOIYIS
Cec: {RDICNOIG®)nara gov=;(DICGNDIY® BICHOIGI®) nara gov=>; David Mengel <david mengel@nara gov=: [N N IUI®)

(5) ). 0) (1) (TS o & CRw6 50T &) & C RO ) 1) (1 e

Subject: Re: Trump Records
Attachments: SignedMessage.eml

Just got off the phone withijiil] He is on standby and ready for Friday if needed.

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022, 3:44 PM William Fischer <william. fischer@nara.gov> wrote:

(XONIN® and QIORBIWN® are available tomorrow, but they'll need to know soon in order to make
plans for the morning. We're still trying to sort out a schedule for Friday.

I'm also adding QEGNBIGIS to this thread.
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday. and at least one
may need to stay until 5:00 each day.

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
° (cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

g@n.stem@r_lara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Dol 9]

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday
and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if it
take place tomorrow aftenoon or Thursday moming, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QRIGARIU® (c<ll)

301-837-3026 (office) 15bRR002482
301-837-0293 (fax)



garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flehgl 9]

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC
monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave. is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the
boxes by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not
be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@x_lara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Dol t]9)]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the
managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if
not all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may
also have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,

Bill 15bRR002483



William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002484



From:

Attachments: smime.p7s

Just got off the phone with i He is on standby and ready for Friday if needed.

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022, 3:44 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
ICONOIN(®) and QIONOIYS are available tomorrow, but they'll need to know soon in order to make
p

ans for the morning. We're still trying to sort out a schedule for Friday.
I'm also adding [QEIGHGIWI®) to this thread.
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday, and at least one
may need to stay until 5:00 each day.

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICEOIYE) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

NATIONA
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On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday
and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if it
take place tomorrow afternoon or Thursday morning, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

15bRR002485
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On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william. fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

OIONOIBWI® will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC
monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave il is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the
boxes by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not
be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RISARIG (<)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stem@nara SOV
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On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the
managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if
not all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They may
also have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

- ' 15bRR002486
William P. Fischer



Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002487



From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/20/2022 06:09:18 PM

To: (b) (6), (b) (T)(C)&(b) (6). () (7)(C)REIcR-2Ns

Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>; John Laster <john laster@nara.gov=:[QIGNOIUI®! {BXGNBOIW®)nara cov=: [QICHBIYIE
Cc: {RIGNOIG®nara gov=;[DIGHDIY® BICHOIGI® nara gov=>; David Mengel <david mengel @nara.gov=; [N YO N IHU®)

(5) 0. 5) (71C) [ & (ORI & TR0 ) O

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Thanks, il
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20. 2022 at 5:36 PM[DIDEOIGIS OIS nara. gov> wrote:
Just got off the phone with il He is on standby and ready for Friday if needed.

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022, 3:44 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
(ICONOIN(®) and AONOIYNS are available tomorrow, but they'll need to know soon in order to make
plans for the morning. We're still trying to sort out a schedule for Friday.
I'm also adding QIQNQIGER to this thread.
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
BIlL, et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday, and at least one
may need to stay until 5:00 each day.

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(6) (6). ©) (NC NI

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@,gara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flwhg 9]

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday
and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if it
take place tomorrow afternoon or Thursday morning, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel 15bRR002488
National Archives and Records Administration



8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
()
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

ggm.stem@ga.ra. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el £19)]

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william. fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC
monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave. [l is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Bill, et al.. just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the
boxes by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not
be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGHAIU®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stem@x_lara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el t]9)]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the
managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if
not all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They
may also have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

. 15bRR002489
I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.



Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002490



From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
Sent time: 04/21/2022 11:05:38 AM

To: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
John Laster <john laster@nara_gov=:[QICNOIYS] {BIGHBDIW®) nara gov=; QIGHDIY® {DICNBIYI® nara cov=; [(QIGNOIYS)
Cc: DIGHOIU®) nara gov=: [RIGHOIY® {DIGNRIY®Inara gov=>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov=;[[(D I NOIUI®)

() ©). 1) (N)C) [CRIT=0T® 5 CR0E 07 TEEe &) &) 0c ) ). 1) (e

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Hi Gary,

I'm checking in to see if you think we'll need monitors tomorrow.

We have [ZISERIER and[QIGKOIWS on the schedule for tomorrow if they're needed.
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 4:54 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks Bill, (QXGMIXEA(®) -- but please note that so far, nothing is scheduled, so please do not come to A1 on Thursday
moming, unless you hear something more from us.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RIRHBIGLY <<

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ggym.stem@gam. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flohal t]7]

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 3:44 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
(DICGHOIN®) andDIGNOIWNS are available tomorrow, but they'll need to know soon in order to make
plans for the morning. We're still trying to sort out a schedule for Friday.

I'm also adding QEQNQIME to this thread.
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday, and at least one
may need to stay until 5:00 each day.

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration 15bRR002491



8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
e
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
garym stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flehgl €19

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday
and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if it
take place tomorrow afternoon or Thursday moming, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@l_lam. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Dol 9]

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william. fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

& will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC
monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave. [l is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the
boxes by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might not
be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration 15bRR002492
8601 Adelphi Road



College Park, MD 20740
=
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stem@x_lara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el t]9)]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the
managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if
not all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They
may also have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

EmaIi)l: William.Fischer@nara.gov 15bRR002493



William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002494



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Sent time: 04/21/2022 01:15:07 PM

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
John Laster <john laster@nara.gov=:[QIONOIUIO) {BIOKOIN®) nara zov=:[RIGHDIUNY BIGHDIGI® nara gov=: (QIGHOIY®)
Cc: DIGHOIU®) nara gov=: [RIGHOIY® {DIGNDIY®Inara gov=>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov=:[[D YO N

() ©). 0) ()C) [CRIT0 & 0 CR0E 7 T &) &) 0c ) ). 1) (T

Subject: Re: Trump Records

So far there is still NO confirmation that there will be a review today or tomorrow, so please remain on hold.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

@)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

.stern a.gOV

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

| flwh t]7]

On Thu, Apr 21, 2022 at 11:05 AM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

I'm checking in to see if you think we'll need monitors tomorrow.
We have and [QIQNOIWS) on the schedule for tomorrow if they're needed.

Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 4:54 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks Bill {(XC)M(IATH®) - but please note that so far, nothing is scheduled, so please do not come to Al on Thursday

morning, unless you hear something more from us.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

gar yg;.stem @gara gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES 15bRR002495



(flwhea ]9

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 3:44 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:

(IGHOINI®) and QIGHBPIYLS) are available tomorrow, but they'll need to know soon in order to make
plans for the morning. We're still trying to sort out a schedule for Friday.

I'm also adding [QEGHAIWI® to this thread.

Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday, and at least
one may need to stay until 5:00 each day.

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

ol 9]

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stemn <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday
and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if
it take place tomorrow afternoon or Thursday moming, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_rm.stcm@gara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

ol €7

15bRR002496



On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

mlwﬂl be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any NDC
monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave Jiiiiil§ is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the
boxes by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might
not be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(6) (6). (b) (7)\CIRCRI)

301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
gm.stem@z_]&.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

£l t]9]

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you with
monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the
managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most, if
not all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They
may also have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585 15bRR002497



Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002498



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>

Sent time: 04/22/2022 09:24:13 AM

To: Hannah Bergman <Hannah Bergman@nara.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Special access request for Trump Presidential records
FYI

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Date: Thu, Apr 21, 2022, 4:14 PM

Subject: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

i ®) ©). ©) (NC)-(D) (6), (b) (7)(C) 5(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Cc: GaryM Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>. [DICEOIUES -DIGNOIQISnara cov> (DG NOIWIS)

(OICONOIW® @nara.gov>

[ (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)
i

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive
Order 13489, and NARA s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, the White House has requested. on behalf of the Department of
Justice and the FBL, access to eight pages of Trump Presidential records from the files of (XS N(QXUI(S)
B (-t concemn records related to boxes that were recently shipped from Mar-a-Lago to NARA.

. please note that these eight pages were included in the Trump Presidential records that you approved us to provide to il
in response to a special access request from the Biden Administration (September 15, 2021 email from you to NN

Each of you will shortly receive a link from me to download the requested records. The password is 6b62YCGC.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the stated
urgency of this matter, we request that you complete your review in seven calendar days.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

John

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)@)

john.laster@nara.gov

15bRR002499



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>

Sent time: 04/28/2022 03:39:14 PM
To: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

John, conference me in if you can, as I'm heading to Al.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Thu, Apr 28, 2022. 3:34 PM[QIQEQIYE <DIONOIY®) wrote:

Hello everyone,

I hope you are well. I wanted to introduce you to Evan Corcoran who now represents President Trump in this
matter.

B i1l be sending an email to authorize Evan's ability to access records shortly.

John, do you mind jumping on a quick call with us sometime before 5? It should only take about 15 minutes.

Thanks,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Office:

(b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

This electronic message transmission contains information from the law firm ([N M(IXTA(®)] that may be confidential or privileged. The information is
intended solely for the recipient and use by any other party is not authorized. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying,
distribution or use of the contents of this transmission 1s prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please notify us immediately at the
above listed number or by electronic mail.

From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 4:14 PM

g ) (6), (0) (N)(C)E(D) (6)

Cc: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>; SAQECIQIE JOXC) Inara.gov>; ((SXENEIWI®)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)IChEIER:te

Subject: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

i o

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive
Order 13489, and NARA s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, the White House has requested, on behalf of the Department of
Justice and the FBI access to eight pages of Trump Presidential records from the files of (JXENQXU(S)

I (1t concen records related to boxes that were recently shipped from Mar-a-Lago to
NARA.

D) (6). (o}

please note that these eight pages were included in the Trump Presidential records that you approved us to provide to
I i rcsponse to a special access request from the Biden Administration (September 15, 2021 email from you to iSEENEE

Each of you will shortly receive a link from me to download the requested records. The password is 6b62YCGC.

15bRR002500
Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the stated



urgency of this matter, we request that you complete your review in seven calendar days.
Please let me know if you have any questions.

John

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)Y@)]

john.laster@nara.gov

15bRR002501



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 04/29/2022 06:18:56 PM

To: Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Bosanko, William <william bosanko@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>
Cec: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman <Hannah Bergman@nara.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Special Access Request

Attachments:  2022-04-29 NARA Letter.pdf

fyn. see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President Biden, on behalf
of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump reps a 7 day notification, which ran
last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO told the new reps that the WH would not further
extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next steps. (Note that
executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket "protective assertion of executive
privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the representative/counsel to the former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

()

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

roTonE

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(QIONOIN(9)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stem <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

0 ©).©) OCRD) ©). (b) (7)C) 30) ©). ©) (N)C)b) (6). 0) (1)C)
(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)[@nuXRed (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) —who SuiRnEd () (6), (b) (7)(C)
I - QICHRIGIwho. cop.gov>. John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stemn:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, I am happy to discuss at your convenience. 15bRR002502



With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Saverman Thompsoa Siutkin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
EHERI0) (6), (o) (7 XCHFMII (D) (6), (b) (7)C)TER() (6). (0) (7)C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002503



B02204-29 NARA Leser gl

i A Limited Liability Company : ’ ,
SILXZE RM A Q 400 East Pratt Street — Suite 900 Writer D'g;;%;"r;‘;n
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

THOMPSON | ooy ©) (6), (o) (7)(C)

Facsimile [(QIONOIG(®)]

Silverman Thompson Slutkin White silvermanthompson.com
Baltimore | Towson New York Washington, DC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
April 29, 2022
Via Electronic Mail
Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

Re:  Special Access Request From Incumbent Administration
Dear Mr. Stern:

I have recently been retained by President Donald J. Trump in connection with certain Presidential
records maintained by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).

T understand that on April 11, 2022, President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. made a special access request
pursuant to 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44, seeking that NARA make available to the U.S. Department of
Justice 15 boxes of Presidential records of President Donald J. Trump. As you know, the
Presidential Records Act of 1978 (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive Order
13489, and NARA'’s regulations, provide a former President (or his representative) the right to
access Presidential records prior to NARA making them available to a requestor. This right of
access is important because it allows the former President to determine whether any of the
documents are subject to executive privilege. It is critically important to the institution of the
Presidency that a former President be allowed to review requested Presidential documents and,
where appropriate, to assert a claim of constitutionally based privilege.

We have requested the ability to review the documents. That review is necessary in order to
ascertain whether any specific document is subject to privilege. We would respectfully request that
you restrict access to the documents until we have had the opportunity to review the documents
and to consult with President Donald J. Trump so that he may personally make any decision to
assert a claim of constitutionally based privilege. See 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(d).

As you are aware, a former President ordinarily has 30 days within which to review requested
records. That period has not been provided. The review here will require coordination with the
Department of Justice. We have proposed ideas to facilitate that process, but no agreed upon
process has yet been determined. It is also our understanding that, because of the volume of
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Gary M. Stern
April 29, 2022
Page Two

materials contained in the boxes, it will take approximately one week to complete our review, once
we are granted access. After that review, we will consult with President Donald J. Trump.

In terms of timing, we are working closely with the Department of Justice and the White House so
that we can be in a position to review the documents in a timely manner. This type of
accommodation process has been expressly encouraged by the judiciary.

Especially given the need to coordinate review with the Department of Justice, we request that you
adjust any applicable time period and give us the additional time needed for our review and
consultation. See 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(g) (“The Archivist may adjust any time period or deadline
under this subpart, as appropriate, to accommodate records requested under this section.”).

If you decline to provide us the needed time to review these documents, please consider this letter
a protective assertion of executive privilege made by counsel for the former President. That
protective assertion of executive privilege would extend to all documents involved. This protective
assertion ensures that President Donald J. Trump will be able — consistent with his constitutional
duties and the statutory framework — to make a final decision whether to assert privilege following
a full review of the materials. See Protective Assertion of Executive Privilege, 20 Op. O.L.C. at 1.

Thank you for considering this request.

With best regards,

Yo fypn

M. Evan Corcoran

ce John Laster
National Archives
and Records Administration
via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

¢ White House
via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

via elecironic mai

15bRR002505



From: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov=>
Sent time: 04/29/2022 06:25:38 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
c Bosanko, William <william bosanko@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan donius@nara.gov=>; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman
c:
<Hannah Bergman@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Special Access Request

No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov> wrote:
fy1, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President Biden, on
behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump reps a 7 day notification,
which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO told the new reps that the WH would not
further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next steps. (Note that
executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket "protective assertion of executive
privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the representative/counsel to the former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

roTan

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Evan Corcoran <{{)X()N{(2)X4(®)]
Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

- QORI (DT I G (ISR DTSN T
oo B &) 57T o) ), () 7 e
_ who eop.gov>, John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov=>

Dear Mr. Stemn:

Please see the attached correspondence.
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As always, I am happy to discuss at your convenience.

With best regards,

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
LRSSI0) (6). 0) (7)C) PRSI 0) (). ©) (7)CEEO) ©). ©) (7)C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Sent time: 05/01/2022 04:03:20 PM

To: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov=>
c Bosanko, William <william bosanko@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan donius@nara.gov=>; Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman
c:
<Hannah Bergman@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Special Access Request

FYT, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday moming to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I received from
Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.

Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
fyy1, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President Biden, on
behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump reps a 7 day notification,
which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO told the new reps that the WH would
not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next steps. (Note
that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket "protective assertion of
executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the representative/counsel to the former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gar ym.stern @,gam gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

ol 9]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran <{{)X()M{J)XA(®)]

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stem <°awm stern(@nara.gov>

S50 ©). 0 MCRD) (6), 0) (7)(C)  [IO.ONN) )(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)
I o R ) () 5 77CT ) 61 ) 7 e




RIDACIYE OICNOIGI® who.cop.gov>, John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, I am happy to discuss at your convenience.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Saiverman Thompson Shatkin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
ERIRI(0) (6), (0) (7)C) JIREMD) (). (b) (7)(C)EEN(0) (6). (0) (7)C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/01/2022 04:04:06 PM

To: Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Bosanko, William <william bosanko@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>
Cec: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman <Hannah Bergman@nara.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Apnl 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Attachments: 1mage00l jpg 1mage001jpg 2022-05-01 NARA Letter.pdf

FYI

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran <{{QEONOINWI(S)

Date: Sun, May 1, 2022, 3:42 PM

Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stem <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Cc: John Laster <john.laster@nara. gov>. [ DISEQINES {OIONOIUE)
3(b) (6). ©) (7)Cf(b) (6), (b) (N(C)  g© ©. &) 7C)[ANIIITEA(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

5(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) pinax=uik=izd (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) RICEOIGS) who.cop.gov>

Mr. Stem:

Please see the attached correspondence.

With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
e RN |- RS |~ RN

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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022-05-01 NARA Letter.pdf

2

A Limited Liability Company Writes’s Direct G )
SI I ; x I‘,RI\/I A Q 400 East Pratt Street — Suite 900 niter's Direct Contact:
3 Evan Corcoran
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 (b) (6), (b) (7)C)
THOMPSON | o i .
(b) (), (b) (7)(C) y

Facsimile

Silverman Thompson Slutkin White silvermanthompson.com
Baltimore | Towson | New York | Washington, DC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
May 1, 2022
Via Electronic Mail

Mr. Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

Re:  Aprl 11, 2022, Special Access Request From Incumbent Administration
Dear Mr. Stern:

I write to follow up on my April 29, 2022, letter.

That letter sets forth President Donald J. Trump’s personal decision. It was sent to you after
consultation with him on the matters discussed therein and sets forth his position on those matters.

Accordingly, the letter satisfies the requirement in 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(d) that “[t]he incumbent
or former President must personally make any decision to assert a claim of constitutionally based
privilege against disclosing a Presidential record or a reasonably segregable portion of it.”

Please let me know if you need any additional information regarding this claim of privilege.

With best regards,

G fypn

M. Evan Corcoran

cc: Mr. John Laster
National Archives
and Records Administration
via electronic mail
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2022-05-01 NARA Letter.pdf

Mr. Gary M. Stern
May 1, 2022
Page Two

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
The White House
via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

via electronic mai
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/04/2022 09:33:21 AM
To: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Bosanko, William <william.bosanko@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman

Cc:
¢ <Hannah.Bergman(@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Special Access Request

FYI, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but last night they
said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and there will likely need to be a
formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICHGIYI® (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara. gov

ARCHIVES
noTag

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
FYT, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I received from

Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President Biden, on
behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump reps a 7 day
notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO told the new reps that the
WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next steps. (Note
that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket "protective assertion of
executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the representative/counsel to the former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.
15bRR002516



Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran <(ONON(OXQI(®)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <2arvm stern(@nara.gov>

Col@ D) (6), (b) (1)(C) RISNOI) () (6) (0) (1)(C)

I 5T vho.cop.gov>, (DIGNOIGIS =E) (6), (5) (7)(C) P

_ QIONOIGI® v ho.cop.gov>, John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, | am happy to discuss at your convenience.

With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner
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THOMPSON

Satvarman Thamgsea Shalkin White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct QIONOIGI® | main QICNOIYIS! | f:x QICHOIQIS)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/04/2022 11:03:06 AM
To: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Bosanko, William <william.bosanko@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>; Hannah

Cc:
¢ Bergman <Hannah.Bergman@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request

Attachments: Letter to Evan Corcoran re Trump Boxes.draft.2.05.04.2022.docx

Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (with a few minor edits that I just
made).

Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.
Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cel)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

flehal t]7]

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYIL, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but last night they
said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and there will likely need to be a
formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov
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Dol ]9

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYL I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I received from
Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President Biden, on
behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump reps a 7 day
notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO told the new reps that
the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next steps. (Note
that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket "protective assertion of
executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the representative/counsel to the former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICNOIGI®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran (OO NOIVI(®)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <2arvm stern(@nara.gov>

Ce: R) 6). (b) (7)(C) () ©) 1) (1(C)
Mp_g_w OICHOIVI(®) Q) (6) (b) (7)(C who.eop.gov>,
_ RICHRIGIS) vwho.cop.gov>, John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
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Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, I am happy to discuss at your convenience.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Siverman Thamgsaa Sheikin White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct[QIONOIGIS) | main QIONOIYIS) | f:x QICNOIGIC)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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Letter to Evan Corcoran re Trump Boxes.draft.2.05.04.2022.docx

DRAFT: Attorney-Client, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative

DATE

Evan Corcoran
Silverman Thompson
400 East Pratt Street
Suite 900

Baltimore, MD 21202
By Email

Dear Mr. Corcoran:

| write in response to your letters of April 29, 2022, and May 1, 2022, requesting that |
further delay my disclosure to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of the records that were
the subject of our April 12, 2022 notification to an authorized representative of the former
President.

As you are no doubt aware, NARA had ongoing communications with the former
President’s representatives throughout 2021 about what appeared to be missing presidential
records, which resulted in the transfer of 15 boxes of records to NARA in January 2022. In its
initial review of materials within those boxes, NARA identified items marked as classified
national security information, at least up to the level of TS/SCI. NARA informed the
Department of Justice about that discovery, which prompted the Department to ask the President
to request access to the boxes at issue from NARA so that they could be examined. On April 11,
2022, the White House Counsel’s Office—affirming a request from the Department of Justice
supported by an FBI letterhead memorandum—formally transmitted a request that NARA
provide the FBI with access, within seven days, to the 15 boxes that NARA received from Mar-
a-Lago, for purposes of the FBI’s review of those boxes.

Although the Presidential Records Act (PRA) generally imposes limits on access to
presidential records in NARA’s custody, the statute further provides that, “subject to any rights,
defenses, or privileges which the United States or any agency or person may invoke,” such
records “shall be made available to an incumbent President if such records contain information
that is needed for the conduct of current business of the incumbent President’s office and that is
not otherwise available.” 44 U.S.C. 8 2205(2)(B). Those conditions are satisfied here. As the
Department of Justice’s National Security Division explained to you on April 29, 2022:

There are important national security interests in the FBI and others in the Intelligence
Community getting access to these materials. According to NARA, among the materials
in the boxes are over 100 documents with classification markings, comprising more than
700 pages. Some include the highest levels of classification, including Special Access
Program (SAP) materials. Access to the materials is not only necessary for purposes of
our ongoing criminal investigation, but the Executive Branch must also conduct an
assessment of the potential damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these
materials were stored and transported and take any necessary remedial steps.
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Letter to Evan Corcoran re Trump Boxes.draft.2.05.04.2022.docx

DRAFT: Attorney-Client, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative

Accordingly, we are seeking immediate access to these materials so as to facilitate the
necessary assessments that need to be conducted within the Executive Branch.

We advised you in writing on April 12 that, “in light of the urgency of this request,” we
planned to “provid[e] access to the FBI next week,” i.e., the week of April 18. See E.O. 134809,
8 2(b) (providing a 30-day default before disclosure but authorizing the Archivist to indicate in
the notice to disclose that “a shorter period of time is required under the circumstances”); accord
36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(g) (“The Archivist may adjust any time period or deadline under this
subpart, as appropriate, to accommodate records requested under this section.”). In response to a
request from another representative of the former President, the White House Counsel’s Office
acquiesced in an extension of the production date to April 29, and so advised NARA. In accord
with that agreement, | had not yet provided the FBI with access to the records when | received
your letter on April 29.

Notwithstanding the urgency conveyed by the Department of Justice and the reasonable
extension afforded to the former President, your April 29 letter seeks additional time for you to
review the materials in the boxes in order “to ascertain whether any specific document is subject
to privilege” and then to consult with the former President “so that he may personally make any
decision to assert a claim of constitutionally based privilege.” Your April 29 letter further states
that in the event | do not afford you further time to review the records before I disclose them in
response to the request, I should consider your letter to be “a protective assertion of executive
privilege made by counsel for the former President.”

The Counsel to the President has informed me that President Biden defers to the views of
the Department of Justice, and thus does not intend to make an independent determination,
regarding whether or not to “uphold” the former President’s purported “protective assertion of
executive privilege.” See 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(f)(3). Accordingly, I have consulted with the
Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Legal Counsel and the Counsel to the President to
inform my “determination as to whether to honor the former President’s claim of privilege or
instead to disclose the Presidential records notwithstanding the claim of privilege.” Exec. Order
13489, § 4(a).

The Assistant Attorney General has advised me that there is no established precedent
supporting the view that a former President may successfully assert executive privilege against
an incumbent President to prevent the latter from obtaining from NARA presidential records
belonging to the Federal Government where “such records contain information that is needed for
the conduct of current business of the incumbent President’s office and that is not otherwise
available.” 44 U.S.C. § 2205(2)(B). To the contrary, the Supreme Court’s decision in Nixon v.
Administrator of General Services, 433 U.S. 425 (1977), strongly suggests that a former
President may not successfully assert executive privilege “against the very Executive Branch in
whose name the privilege is invoked.” Id. at 447-48.

In Nixon v. GSA, the Court rejected a former President’s argument that a statute requiring
that presidential records be maintained in the custody of, and screened by, NARA’s
predecessor—a ““very limited intrusion by personnel in the Executive Branch sensitive to
executive concerns”—would “impermissibly interfere with candid communication of views by
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Presidential advisers.” 1d. at 451. The Court specifically noted that an incumbent President
“should not be dependent on happenstance or the whim of a prior President when he seeks access
to records of past decisions that define or channel current governmental obligations.” Id. at 452;
see also id. at 441-46 (rejecting a separation-of-powers challenge to a provision of a federal
statute governing the disposition of former President Nixon’s tape recordings, papers, and other
historical materials “within the Executive Branch,” where the “employees of that branch [would]
have access to the materials only ‘for lawful Government use’”; and noting that because “[t]he
Executive Branch remains in full control of the Presidential materials, and the Act facially is
designed to ensure that the materials can be released only when release is not barred by some
applicable privilege inherent in that branch,” ... “nothing contained in the Act renders it unduly
disruptive of the Executive Branch”).

It is not necessary that I decide whether there might be any circumstances in which a
former President could successfully assert a claim of executive privilege to prevent an Executive
Branch agency from having access to Presidential records for the performance of valid executive
functions. The question in this case is not a close one. The Executive Branch here is seeking
access to records belonging to, and in the custody of, the Federal Government itself, not only in
order to investigate whether any possible criminal offenses were committed but also to “conduct
an assessment of the potential damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these
materials were stored and transported and take any necessary remedial steps.” These reviews
will be conducted by current government personnel who, like the archival officials in Nixon v.
GSA, are “sensitive to executive concerns.” Id. at 451. And on the other side of the balance,
there is no reason to believe such reviews could “adversely affect the ability of future Presidents
to obtain the candid advice necessary for effective decisionmaking.” Id. at 450. To the contrary:
Conducting an assessment of the way in which classified information was handled and taking
any necessary remedial action is itself essential to preserving the ability of future Presidents to
“receive the full and frank submissions of facts and opinions upon which effective discharge of
[their] duties depends.” Id. at 449.

Because an assertion of executive privilege against the incumbent President under these
circumstances would not be viable, it follows that there is also no basis for the former President
to make a so-called “protective assertion of executive privilege,” which the Assistant Attorney
General informs me has never been made outside the context of a congressional demand for
information from the Executive branch. Even assuming for the sake of argument that a former
President may under some circumstances make such a “protective assertion of executive
privilege” to preclude the Archivist from complying with a disclosure otherwise prescribed by 44
U.S.C. § 2205(2), there is no predicate for such a “protective” assertion where there is no
realistic basis that the requested delay would result in a viable assertion of executive privilege
against the incumbent President that would prevent disclosure of records for the purposes of the
reviews described above.

Accordingly, I have determined that it would be inappropriate for me to honor the former
President’s “protective” claim of privilege. E.O. 13489, § 4(a); see also 36 C.F.R. 1270.44(f)(3)
(providing that unless the incumbent President “uphold[s]” the claim asserted by the former
President, “the Archivist discloses the Presidential record™). For the same reasons, | have
concluded that there is no reason for further delay. Accordingly, I will provide the FBI access to
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the records in question, as requested by the incumbent President, beginningon __ , May __,
2022.

Please note that, in accordance with the PRA, 44 U.S.C. § 2205(3), the former President’s
designated representatives can review the records before or after that date, subject to obtaining
the appropriate level of security clearance.

Sincerely,
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From: William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/04/2022 01:18:27 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Ce: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman
<Hannah.Bergman@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Special Access Request

Attachments: Letter to Evan Corcoran re Trump Boxes.draft.2.05.04.2022 WJB.docx  Letter to Evan Corcoran re Trump Boxes.draft.2.05.04.2022 WJB.docx

Gary,

So - all SCI is SAP but not all SAP is SCI. The letter uses both terms, first by referencing TS/SCI and later by SAP. I have made
a suggested edits to address this - by pointing to the criteria in section 5.4 of E.O. 13526 (which applies to both SCI and SAP)
and which I think makes the point more clear that this is not "normal" classified information.

I would also suggest that the Government make the point that the national security implications and the need to assess any potential
damage outweigh other provisions of law, but defer to you.

Jay

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (with a few minor edits that I just
made).

Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.
Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIONOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but last night they
said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and there will likely need to be
a formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,

Gary
15bRR002526
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General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I received
from Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President Biden,
on behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump reps a 7 day
notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO told the new reps that
the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next steps.
(Note that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket "protective assertion
of executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the representative/counsel to the former
President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov
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—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(QXGONOIGI(®)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <2arvm stern(@nara.gov>

Ccg | {QIGHOIUI®) (D) ©)._©) (N(C)

5 (0) (6). (b) (7)(C)RuYRNEA(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) <(b) (6), (b) (7)(C )Jwho.cop.gov>,
_who eop.gov>, John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, [ am happy to discuss at your convenience.

With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thamgsss Shakin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
Ritee ) ©6). () (7)C)EENERA®) (6). (0) (V)(C)RERg®) ©). () (1)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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DATE

Evan Corcoran
Silverman Thompson
400 East Pratt Street
Suite 900

Baltimore, MD 21202
By Email

Dear Mr. Corcoran:

| write in response to your letters of April 29, 2022, and May 1, 2022, requesting that |
further delay my disclosure to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of the records that were
the subject of our April 12, 2022 notification to an authorized representative of the former
President.

As you are no doubt aware, NARA had ongoing communications with the former
President’s representatives throughout 2021 about what appeared to be missing presidential
records, which resulted in the transfer of 15 boxes of records to NARA in January 2022. In its
initial review of materials within those boxes, NARA identified items marked as classified
national security information, at the level of Top Secret and to include information further
restricted as the vulnerability of, or threat to, the specific information was exceptional; and the
normal criteria for determining eligibility for access applicable to information classified Top
Secret were not deemed sufficient to protect the information from unauthorized disclosure.
NARA informed the Department of Justice about that discovery, which prompted the
Department to ask the President to request access to the boxes at issue from NARA so that they
could be examined. On April 11, 2022, the White House Counsel’s Office—affirming a request
from the Department of Justice supported by an FBI letterhead memorandum—formally
transmitted a request that NARA provide the FBI with access, within seven days, to the 15 boxes
that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago, for purposes of the FBI’s review of those boxes.

Although the Presidential Records Act (PRA) generally imposes limits on access to
presidential records in NARA’s custody, the statute further provides that, “subject to any rights,
defenses, or privileges which the United States or any agency or person may invoke,” such
records “shall be made available to an incumbent President if such records contain information
that is needed for the conduct of current business of the incumbent President’s office and that is
not otherwise available.” 44 U.S.C. 8 2205(2)(B). Those conditions are satisfied here. As the
Department of Justice’s National Security Division explained to you on April 29, 2022:

There are important national security interests in the FBI and others in the Intelligence
Community getting access to these materials. According to NARA, among the materials
in the boxes are over 100 documents with classification markings, comprising more than
700 pages. Some include the highest levels of classification, including Special Access
Program (SAP) materials. Access to the materials is not only necessary for purposes of
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our ongoing criminal investigation, but the Executive Branch must also conduct an
assessment of the potential damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these
materials were stored and transported and take any necessary remedial steps.
Accordingly, we are seeking immediate access to these materials so as to facilitate the
necessary assessments that need to be conducted within the Executive Branch.

We advised you in writing on April 12 that, “in light of the urgency of this request,” we
planned to “provid[e] access to the FBI next week,” i.e., the week of April 18. See E.O. 13489,
8 2(b) (providing a 30-day default before disclosure but authorizing the Archivist to indicate in
the notice to disclose that “a shorter period of time is required under the circumstances”); accord
36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(g) (“The Archivist may adjust any time period or deadline under this
subpart, as appropriate, to accommodate records requested under this section.”). In response to a
request from another representative of the former President, the White House Counsel’s Office
acquiesced in an extension of the production date to April 29, and so advised NARA. In accord
with that agreement, | had not yet provided the FBI with access to the records when | received
your letter on April 29.

Notwithstanding the urgency conveyed by the Department of Justice and the reasonable
extension afforded to the former President, your April 29 letter seeks additional time for you to
review the materials in the boxes in order “to ascertain whether any specific document is subject
to privilege” and then to consult with the former President “so that he may personally make any
decision to assert a claim of constitutionally based privilege.” Your April 29 letter further states
that in the event | do not afford you further time to review the records before I disclose them in
response to the request, I should consider your letter to be “a protective assertion of executive
privilege made by counsel for the former President.”

The Counsel to the President has informed me that President Biden defers to the views of
the Department of Justice, and thus does not intend to make an independent determination,
regarding whether or not to “uphold” the former President’s purported “protective assertion of
executive privilege.” See 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(f)(3). Accordingly, I have consulted with the
Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Legal Counsel and the Counsel to the President to
inform my ““determination as to whether to honor the former President’s claim of privilege or
instead to disclose the Presidential records notwithstanding the claim of privilege.” Exec. Order
13489, § 4(a).

The Assistant Attorney General has advised me that there is no established precedent
supporting the view that a former President may successfully assert executive privilege against
an incumbent President to prevent the latter from obtaining from NARA presidential records
belonging to the Federal Government where “such records contain information that is needed for
the conduct of current business of the incumbent President’s office and that is not otherwise
available.” 44 U.S.C. § 2205(2)(B). To the contrary, the Supreme Court’s decision in Nixon v.
Administrator of General Services, 433 U.S. 425 (1977), strongly suggests that a former
President may not successfully assert executive privilege “against the very Executive Branch in
whose name the privilege is invoked.” Id. at 447-48.
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In Nixon v. GSA, the Court rejected a former President’s argument that a statute requiring
that presidential records be maintained in the custody of, and screened by, NARA’s
predecessor—a ““very limited intrusion by personnel in the Executive Branch sensitive to
executive concerns”—would “impermissibly interfere with candid communication of views by
Presidential advisers.” 1d. at 451. The Court specifically noted that an incumbent President
“should not be dependent on happenstance or the whim of a prior President when he seeks access
to records of past decisions that define or channel current governmental obligations.” Id. at 452;
see also id. at 441-46 (rejecting a separation-of-powers challenge to a provision of a federal
statute governing the disposition of former President Nixon’s tape recordings, papers, and other
historical materials “within the Executive Branch,” where the “employees of that branch [would]
have access to the materials only ‘for lawful Government use’”; and noting that because “[t]he
Executive Branch remains in full control of the Presidential materials, and the Act facially is
designed to ensure that the materials can be released only when release is not barred by some
applicable privilege inherent in that branch,” ... “nothing contained in the Act renders it unduly
disruptive of the Executive Branch™).

It is not necessary that I decide whether there might be any circumstances in which a
former President could successfully assert a claim of executive privilege to prevent an Executive
Branch agency from having access to Presidential records for the performance of valid executive
functions. The question in this case is not a close one. The Executive Branch here is seeking
access to records belonging to, and in the custody of, the Federal Government itself, not only in
order to investigate whether any possible criminal offenses were committed but also to “conduct
an assessment of the potential damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these
materials were stored and transported and take any necessary remedial steps.” These reviews
will be conducted by current government personnel who, like the archival officials in Nixon v.
GSA, are “sensitive to executive concerns.” Id. at 451. And on the other side of the balance,
there is no reason to believe such reviews could “adversely affect the ability of future Presidents
to obtain the candid advice necessary for effective decisionmaking.” Id. at 450. To the contrary:
Conducting an assessment of the way in which classified information was handled and taking
any necessary remedial action is itself essential to preserving the ability of future Presidents to
“receive the full and frank submissions of facts and opinions upon which effective discharge of
[their] duties depends.” Id. at 449.

Because an assertion of executive privilege against the incumbent President under these
circumstances would not be viable, it follows that there is also no basis for the former President
to make a so-called “protective assertion of executive privilege,” which the Assistant Attorney
General informs me has never been made outside the context of a congressional demand for
information from the Executive branch. Even assuming for the sake of argument that a former
President may under some circumstances make such a “protective assertion of executive
privilege” to preclude the Archivist from complying with a disclosure otherwise prescribed by 44
U.S.C. 8 2205(2), there is no predicate for such a “protective” assertion where there is no
realistic basis that the requested delay would result in a viable assertion of executive privilege
against the incumbent President that would prevent disclosure of records for the purposes of the
reviews described above.
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Accordingly, | have determined that it would be inappropriate for me to honor the former
President’s “protective” claim of privilege. E.O. 13489, § 4(a); see also 36 C.F.R. 1270.44(f)(3)
(providing that unless the incumbent President “uphold[s]” the claim asserted by the former
President, “the Archivist discloses the Presidential record”). For the same reasons, | have
concluded that there is no reason for further delay. Accordingly, I will provide the FBI access to
the records in question, as requested by the incumbent President, beginningon ___, May __,
2022.

Please note that, in accordance with the PRA, 44 U.S.C. § 2205(3), the former President’s
designated representatives can review the records before or after that date, subject to obtaining
the appropriate level of security clearance.

Sincerely,
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DATE

Evan Corcoran
Silverman Thompson
400 East Pratt Street
Suite 900

Baltimore, MD 21202
By Email

Dear Mr. Corcoran:

| write in response to your letters of April 29, 2022, and May 1, 2022, requesting that |
further delay my disclosure to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of the records that were
the subject of our April 12, 2022 notification to an authorized representative of the former
President.

As you are no doubt aware, NARA had ongoing communications with the former
President’s representatives throughout 2021 about what appeared to be missing presidential
records, which resulted in the transfer of 15 boxes of records to NARA in January 2022. In its
initial review of materials within those boxes, NARA identified items marked as classified
national security information, at the level of Top Secret and to include information further
restricted as the vulnerability of, or threat to, the specific information was exceptional; and the
normal criteria for determining eligibility for access applicable to information classified Top
Secret were not deemed sufficient to protect the information from unauthorized disclosure.
NARA informed the Department of Justice about that discovery, which prompted the
Department to ask the President to request access to the boxes at issue from NARA so that they
could be examined. On April 11, 2022, the White House Counsel’s Office—affirming a request
from the Department of Justice supported by an FBI letterhead memorandum—formally
transmitted a request that NARA provide the FBI with access, within seven days, to the 15 boxes
that NARA received from Mar-a-Lago, for purposes of the FBI’s review of those boxes.

Although the Presidential Records Act (PRA) generally imposes limits on access to
presidential records in NARA’s custody, the statute further provides that, “subject to any rights,
defenses, or privileges which the United States or any agency or person may invoke,” such
records “shall be made available to an incumbent President if such records contain information
that is needed for the conduct of current business of the incumbent President’s office and that is
not otherwise available.” 44 U.S.C. 8 2205(2)(B). Those conditions are satisfied here. As the
Department of Justice’s National Security Division explained to you on April 29, 2022:

There are important national security interests in the FBI and others in the Intelligence
Community getting access to these materials. According to NARA, among the materials
in the boxes are over 100 documents with classification markings, comprising more than
700 pages. Some include the highest levels of classification, including Special Access
Program (SAP) materials. Access to the materials is not only necessary for purposes of
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our ongoing criminal investigation, but the Executive Branch must also conduct an
assessment of the potential damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these
materials were stored and transported and take any necessary remedial steps.
Accordingly, we are seeking immediate access to these materials so as to facilitate the
necessary assessments that need to be conducted within the Executive Branch.

We advised you in writing on April 12 that, “in light of the urgency of this request,” we
planned to “provid[e] access to the FBI next week,” i.e., the week of April 18. See E.O. 13489,
8 2(b) (providing a 30-day default before disclosure but authorizing the Archivist to indicate in
the notice to disclose that “a shorter period of time is required under the circumstances”); accord
36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(g) (“The Archivist may adjust any time period or deadline under this
subpart, as appropriate, to accommodate records requested under this section.”). In response to a
request from another representative of the former President, the White House Counsel’s Office
acquiesced in an extension of the production date to April 29, and so advised NARA. In accord
with that agreement, | had not yet provided the FBI with access to the records when | received
your letter on April 29.

Notwithstanding the urgency conveyed by the Department of Justice and the reasonable
extension afforded to the former President, your April 29 letter seeks additional time for you to
review the materials in the boxes in order “to ascertain whether any specific document is subject
to privilege” and then to consult with the former President “so that he may personally make any
decision to assert a claim of constitutionally based privilege.” Your April 29 letter further states
that in the event | do not afford you further time to review the records before I disclose them in
response to the request, I should consider your letter to be “a protective assertion of executive
privilege made by counsel for the former President.”

The Counsel to the President has informed me that President Biden defers to the views of
the Department of Justice, and thus does not intend to make an independent determination,
regarding whether or not to “uphold” the former President’s purported “protective assertion of
executive privilege.” See 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(f)(3). Accordingly, I have consulted with the
Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Legal Counsel and the Counsel to the President to
inform my ““determination as to whether to honor the former President’s claim of privilege or
instead to disclose the Presidential records notwithstanding the claim of privilege.” Exec. Order
13489, § 4(a).

The Assistant Attorney General has advised me that there is no established precedent
supporting the view that a former President may successfully assert executive privilege against
an incumbent President to prevent the latter from obtaining from NARA presidential records
belonging to the Federal Government where “such records contain information that is needed for
the conduct of current business of the incumbent President’s office and that is not otherwise
available.” 44 U.S.C. § 2205(2)(B). To the contrary, the Supreme Court’s decision in Nixon v.
Administrator of General Services, 433 U.S. 425 (1977), strongly suggests that a former
President may not successfully assert executive privilege “against the very Executive Branch in
whose name the privilege is invoked.” Id. at 447-48.
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In Nixon v. GSA, the Court rejected a former President’s argument that a statute requiring
that presidential records be maintained in the custody of, and screened by, NARA’s
predecessor—a ““very limited intrusion by personnel in the Executive Branch sensitive to
executive concerns”—would “impermissibly interfere with candid communication of views by
Presidential advisers.” 1d. at 451. The Court specifically noted that an incumbent President
“should not be dependent on happenstance or the whim of a prior President when he seeks access
to records of past decisions that define or channel current governmental obligations.” Id. at 452;
see also id. at 441-46 (rejecting a separation-of-powers challenge to a provision of a federal
statute governing the disposition of former President Nixon’s tape recordings, papers, and other
historical materials “within the Executive Branch,” where the “employees of that branch [would]
have access to the materials only ‘for lawful Government use’”; and noting that because “[t]he
Executive Branch remains in full control of the Presidential materials, and the Act facially is
designed to ensure that the materials can be released only when release is not barred by some
applicable privilege inherent in that branch,” ... “nothing contained in the Act renders it unduly
disruptive of the Executive Branch™).

It is not necessary that I decide whether there might be any circumstances in which a
former President could successfully assert a claim of executive privilege to prevent an Executive
Branch agency from having access to Presidential records for the performance of valid executive
functions. The question in this case is not a close one. The Executive Branch here is seeking
access to records belonging to, and in the custody of, the Federal Government itself, not only in
order to investigate whether any possible criminal offenses were committed but also to “conduct
an assessment of the potential damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these
materials were stored and transported and take any necessary remedial steps.” These reviews
will be conducted by current government personnel who, like the archival officials in Nixon v.
GSA, are “sensitive to executive concerns.” Id. at 451. And on the other side of the balance,
there is no reason to believe such reviews could “adversely affect the ability of future Presidents
to obtain the candid advice necessary for effective decisionmaking.” Id. at 450. To the contrary:
Conducting an assessment of the way in which classified information was handled and taking
any necessary remedial action is itself essential to preserving the ability of future Presidents to
“receive the full and frank submissions of facts and opinions upon which effective discharge of
[their] duties depends.” Id. at 449.

Because an assertion of executive privilege against the incumbent President under these
circumstances would not be viable, it follows that there is also no basis for the former President
to make a so-called “protective assertion of executive privilege,” which the Assistant Attorney
General informs me has never been made outside the context of a congressional demand for
information from the Executive branch. Even assuming for the sake of argument that a former
President may under some circumstances make such a “protective assertion of executive
privilege” to preclude the Archivist from complying with a disclosure otherwise prescribed by 44
U.S.C. 8 2205(2), there is no predicate for such a “protective” assertion where there is no
realistic basis that the requested delay would result in a viable assertion of executive privilege
against the incumbent President that would prevent disclosure of records for the purposes of the
reviews described above.
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Accordingly, | have determined that it would be inappropriate for me to honor the former
President’s “protective” claim of privilege. E.O. 13489, § 4(a); see also 36 C.F.R. 1270.44(f)(3)
(providing that unless the incumbent President “uphold[s]” the claim asserted by the former
President, “the Archivist discloses the Presidential record”). For the same reasons, | have
concluded that there is no reason for further delay. Accordingly, I will provide the FBI access to
the records in question, as requested by the incumbent President, beginningon ___, May __,
2022.

Please note that, in accordance with the PRA, 44 U.S.C. § 2205(3), the former President’s
designated representatives can review the records before or after that date, subject to obtaining
the appropriate level of security clearance.

Sincerely,
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From: William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/04/2022 01:19:27 PM
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman

Cc:
¢ <Hannah.Bergman(@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Special Access Request

section 4.3 - not sure where I got 5.4 from!

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:18 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,
So - all SCI is SAP but not all SAP is SCI. The letter uses both terms, first by referencing TS/SCI and later by SAP. I have
made a suggested edits to address this - by pointing to the criteria in section 5.4 of E.O. 13526 (which applies to both SCI and

SAP) and which I think makes the point more clear that this is not "normal" classified information.

I would also suggest that the Government make the point that the national security implications and the need to assess any
potential damage outweigh other provisions of law, but defer to you.

Jay

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (with a few minor edits that I just
made).

Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.
Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. 2oV

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but last night
they said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and there will likely need
to be a formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
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Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIONOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garymlstern @nara.gov

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
FYT, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday moming to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I received
from Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President Biden,
on behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump reps a 7 day
notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO told the new reps that
the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next steps.
(Note that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket "protective assertion
of executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the representative/counsel to the former
President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cel)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov
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From: Evan Corcoran (YEQNOXQI(S)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

80 ©. & OORD) (©6). () (D)
I - QICHOIQI®)who.cop.cov>, [BIONOIRI®) {OICHEIWI®)] who.cop.cov>, il

I QIGHOIYI® who.cop.gov>, John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, [ am happy to discuss at your convenience.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitvarman Thomgsea Sheibin White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
RITess©) (6). (o) () (C)EEATA (o) ). (o) ()C)REA®) 6). (&) (N(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/04/2022 03:13:19 PM

To: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>

Cec: OIONOI (@ nara gov=>; Hannah Bergman <Hannah Bergman@nara.gov=>
Subject: Fwd: Special Access Request (Apnil 21, 2022) - Deadline

See email from Evan Corcoran re our 4/21 notification, which went to|jijfjand (RISESIEER). for the il notes. We gave them
7 days., which ran on 4/28, but did not produce the records yet. Evan has now asked for one more day, which I suppose at this
point, there is no reason not to wait.

Let me know what you think?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
° (cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

gml.stem@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flehal £19]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran <{{JX()M(9)XEA1(%)]
Date: Wed, May 4, 2022 at 3:06 PM
Subject: Special Access Request (April 21, 2022) - Deadline

gt (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) {OIONOIGY®)who cop.gov>, GaryM Stern <garvi.stern@nara.gov=>
) 0. &) XCR(b) (6). () (7)(C) 10 ©). 6 )

R < vy

As you know, I was recently retained to represent former President Donald J. Trump in connection with the disclosure of certain
Presidential records.

I'understand that there is a pending Special Access Request (April 21, 2022) to NARA that involves hand-written notes of a
White House staff member. I believe that I will be able to let you know tomorrow (Thursday, May 5, 2022) whether the former
President will assert a constitutionally based privilege over any portion of those notes.

The timing of our response is based upon the following:

15bRR002540



® We have recently been retained as counsel and NARA representative for the former President; and

e |t has taken several days to get up to speed in terms of the issues involved, the logistics of access to the electronic document
systems, and client consultation.

I hope that this time frame is acceptable. As always, I am happy to discuss and provide additional information as needed.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Satverman Thamgsea Shetkin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct{QIONOIGIS) | main QIONOIYIS | fxx QICNOIGIC)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/04/2022 04:05:34 PM

To: William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>

Ce: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman
’ <Hannah.Bergman@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Special Access Request

Attachments: DOJ-NSD Jay Bratt Email to Evan Corcoran, 04.29.2022.pdf  Letter to Evan Corcoran re Trump Boxes.draft.3-05.04.2022.docx

Here's the latest version of the letter, which incorporates my edits (with Jay's input) and a few more from DOJ. It is still pending
WH review, and then AAOTUS/WHC/OLC consultation of some sort.

Also attached is the text of the email that Jay Bratt, from DOJ's National Security Division, sent to Evan Corcoran last Friday,
which is quoted in our letter.

I'll keep you posted on further developments.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. Zov

ARCHIVES
noTam

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:19 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
section 4.3 - not sure where I got 5.4 from!

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:18 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

So - all SCI is SAP but not all SAP is SCI. The letter uses both terms, first by referencing TS/SCI and later by SAP. I have
made a suggested edits to address this - by pointing to the criteria in section 5.4 of E.O. 13526 (which applies to both SCI and
SAP) and which I think makes the point more clear that this is not "normal" classified information.

I would also suggest that the Government make the point that the national security implications and the need to assess any
potential damage outweigh other provisions of law, but defer to you.

Jay

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (with a few minor edits that I just

made).

Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.

. . . 15bRR002542
Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach.



Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGHGIYI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

flwhl £ 17

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but last night
they said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and there will likely
need to be a formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara. 2oV

el t]7]

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I received
from Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote: 15bRR002543



No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President Biden,
on behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump reps a 7 day
notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO told the new reps
that the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next steps.
(Note that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket "protective
assertion of executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the representative/counsel to the
former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@mnara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(YKOQNOXQI(®)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

RE0 © 0 OCRB) ©6), ) ()C)
B - QICHOIQI®)who.cop.cov>, [(BIONOINIE®) IICONOINI®] v ho.cop.gov>,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) JQIONOIBI® \who.cop.gov>, John Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, I am happy to discuss at your convenience.

. 15bRR002544
With best regards,



Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgson Sheikin White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct{QIONOIQI®) | main QICNOIYIS | fxx QICNOIGIC)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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5/4/22, 4:00 PM National Archives & Records Administration Mail - Email to Evan Corcoran

Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Email to Evan Corcoran
1 message

Bratt, Jay (NSD) <Jay.Bratt2@usdoj.gov> Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:39 PM
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Gary:

Below is the text of the email | sent to Evan Corcoran last Friday, 4/29.

Jay

Evan:

Before our call, I'd like to offer some thoughts for your consideration.

As | am sure you are aware, following multiple granted extension requests, there is a 5pm deadline today for any privilege assertions relating to documents in the
fifteen boxes of materials that your client and his representatives turned over to NARA earlier this year. | realize you have just begun your representation in this
matter, but | wanted to give you some information for your awareness as you decide any next steps.

There are important national security interests in the FBI and others in the Intelligence Community getting access to these materials. According to NARA, among
the materials in the boxes are over 100 documents with classification markings, comprising more than 700 pages. Some include the highest levels of classification,
including Special Access Program (SAP) materials. Access to the materials is not only necessary for purposes of our ongoing criminal investigation, but the
Executive Branch must also conduct an assessment of the potential damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these materials were stored and
transported and take any necessary remedial steps. Accordingly, we are seeking immediate access to these materials so as to facilitate the necessary
assessments that need to be conducted within the Executive Branch.

| look forward to speaking later. 15bRR002546
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5/4/22, 4:00 PM National Archives & Records Administration Mail - Email to Evan Corcoran

Jay

Jay |. Bratt

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control
Section

National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov

15bRR002547
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Letter to Evan Corcoran re Trump Boxes.draft.3-05.04.2022.docx

DRAFT: Attorney-Client, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative

DATE

Evan Corcoran
Silverman Thompson
400 East Pratt Street
Suite 900

Baltimore, MD 21202
By Email

Dear Mr. Corcoran:

| write in response to your letters of April 29, 2022, and May 1, 2022, requesting that |
further delay the disclosure to the Federal Bureau of Investigation of the records that were the
subject of our April 12, 2022 notification to another authorized representative of former President
Trump.

As you are no doubt aware, the National Archives and Records Administration had
ongoing communications with the former President’s representatives throughout 2021 about
what appeared to be missing Presidential records, which resulted in the transfer of 15 boxes of
records to NARA in January 2022. In its initial review of materials within those boxes, NARA
identified items marked as classified national security information, up to the level of Top Secret
and including Sensitive Compartmented Information (SCI) and Special Access Program (SAP)
materials. NARA informed the Department of Justice about that discovery, which prompted the
Department to ask the President to request access to the boxes from NARA so that the FBI could
examine them. On April 11, 2022, the White House Counsel’s Office—affirming a request from
the Department of Justice supported by an FBI letterhead memorandum—formally transmitted a
request that NARA provide the FBI with access, within seven days, to the 15 boxes for purposes
of the FBI’s review.

Although the Presidential Records Act (PRA) generally restricts access to Presidential
records in NARA’s custody, the statute further provides that, “subject to any rights, defenses, or
privileges which the United States or any agency or person may invoke,” such records “shall be
made available . . . to an incumbent President if such records contain information that is needed
for the conduct of current business of the incumbent President’s office and that is not otherwise
available.” 44 U.S.C. § 2205(2)(B). Those conditions are satisfied here. As the Department of
Justice’s National Security Division explained to you on April 29, 2022:

There are important national security interests in the FBI and others in the Intelligence
Community getting access to these materials. According to NARA, among the materials
in the boxes are over 100 documents with classification markings, comprising more than
700 pages. Some include the highest levels of classification, including [SAP] materials.
Access to the materials is not only necessary for purposes of our ongoing criminal
investigation, but the Executive Branch must also conduct an assessment of the potential
damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these materials were stored and
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DRAFT: Attorney-Client, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative

transported and take any necessary remedial steps. Accordingly, we are seeking
immediate access to these materials so as to facilitate the necessary assessments that need
to be conducted within the Executive Branch.

We advised you in writing on April 12 that, “in light of the urgency of this request,” we
planned to “provid[e] access to the FBI next week,” i.e., the week of April 18. See Exec. Order
No. 13,489, § 2(b), 74 Fed. Reg. 4,669 (Jan. 21, 2009) (providing a 30-day default before
disclosure but authorizing the Archivist to specify “a shorter period of time” if “required under
the circumstances”); accord 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(g) (“The Archivist may adjust any time period
or deadline under this subpart, as appropriate, to accommodate records requested under this
section.”). In response to a request from another representative of the former President, the
White House Counsel’s Office acquiesced in an extension of the production date to April 29, and
so advised NARA. In accord with that agreement, | had not yet provided the FBI with access to
the records when | received your letter on April 29.

Notwithstanding the urgency conveyed by the Department of Justice and the reasonable
extension afforded to the former President, your April 29 letter seeks additional time for you to
review the materials in the boxes “in order to ascertain whether any specific document is subject
to privilege,” and then to consult with the former President “so that he may personally make any
decision to assert a claim of constitutionally based privilege.” Your April 29 letter further states
that in the event that we do not afford you further time to review the records before NARA
discloses them in response to the request, we should consider your letter to be “a protective
assertion of executive privilege made by counsel for the former President.”

The Counsel to the President has informed me that President Biden defers to the views of
the Department of Justice, and thus does not intend to make an independent determination,
regarding whether or not to uphold the former President’s purported “protective assertion of
executive privilege.” See 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(f)(3). Accordingly, I have consulted with the
Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Legal Counsel and the Counsel to the President to
inform my ““determination as to whether to honor the former President’s claim of privilege or
instead to disclose the Presidential records notwithstanding the claim of privilege.” Exec. Order
No. 13,489, 8 4(a).

The Assistant Attorney General has advised me that there is no established precedent
supporting the view that a former President may successfully assert executive privilege against
an incumbent President to prevent the latter from obtaining from NARA Presidential records
belonging to the Federal Government where “such records contain information that is needed for
the conduct of current business of the incumbent President’s office and that is not otherwise
available.” 44 U.S.C. § 2205(2)(B). To the contrary, the Supreme Court’s decision in Nixon v.
Administrator of General Services, 433 U.S. 425 (1977), strongly suggests that a former
President may not successfully assert executive privilege “against the very Executive Branch in
whose name the privilege is invoked.” Id. at 447-48.

In Nixon v. GSA, the Court rejected former President Nixon’s argument that a Statute

requiring that Presidential records from his term in office be maintained in the custody of, and
screened by, NARA’s predecessor agency—a “very limited intrusion by personnel in the
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Executive Branch sensitive to executive concerns”—would “impermissibly interfere with candid
communication of views by Presidential advisers.” Id. at 451; see also id. at 455 (rejecting the
claim). The Court specifically noted that an “incumbent President should not be dependent on
happenstance or the whim of a prior President when he seeks access to records of past decisions
that define or channel current governmental obligations.” 1d. at 452; see also id. at 441-46
(emphasizing, in the course of rejecting a separation-of-powers challenge to a provision of a
federal statute governing the disposition of former President Nixon’s tape recordings, papers, and
other historical materials “within the Executive Branch,” where the “employees of that branch
[would] have access to the materials only ‘for lawful Government use,’” that “[t]he Executive
Branch remains in full control of the Presidential materials, and the Act facially is designed to
ensure that the materials can be released only when release is not barred by some applicable
privilege inherent in that branch”; and concluding that “nothing contained in the Act renders it
unduly disruptive of the Executive Branch™).

It is not necessary that I decide whether there might be any circumstances in which a
former President could successfully assert a claim of executive privilege to prevent an Executive
Branch agency from having access to Presidential records for the performance of valid executive
functions. The question in this case is not a close one. The Executive Branch here is seeking
access to records belonging to, and in the custody of, the Federal Government itself, not only in
order to investigate whether any possible criminal offenses were committed but also, as the
National Security Division explained to you, to “conduct an assessment of the potential damage
resulting from the apparent manner in which these materials were stored and transported and take
any necessary remedial steps.” These reviews will be conducted by current government
personnel who, like the archival officials in Nixon v. GSA, are “sensitive to executive concerns.”
Id. at 451. And on the other side of the balance, there is no reason to believe such reviews could
“adversely affect the ability of future Presidents to obtain the candid advice necessary for
effective decisionmaking.” Id. at 450. To the contrary: Conducting an assessment of the way in
which classified information was handled and taking any necessary remedial action is itself
essential to preserving the ability of future Presidents to “receive the full and frank submissions
of facts and opinions upon which effective discharge of [their] duties depends.” 1d. at 449.

Because an assertion of executive privilege against the incumbent President under these
circumstances would not be viable, it follows that there is no basis for the former President to
make a “protective assertion of executive privilege,” which the Assistant Attorney General
informs me has never been made outside the context of a congressional demand for information
from the Executive Branch. Even assuming for the sake of argument that a former President
may under some circumstances make such a “protective assertion of executive privilege” to
preclude the Archivist from complying with a disclosure otherwise prescribed by 44 U.S.C.

8 2205(2), there is no predicate for such a “protective” assertion where there is no realistic basis
that the requested delay would result in a viable assertion of executive privilege against the
incumbent President that would prevent disclosure of records for the purposes of the reviews
described above.

Accordingly, I have determined that it would be inappropriate for me to honor the former

President’s “protective” claim of privilege. See Exec. Order No. 13,489, § 4(a); see also 36
C.F.R. 1270.44()(3) (providing that unless the incumbent President “uphold[s]” the claim
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asserted by the former President, “the Archivist discloses the Presidential record”). For the same
reasons, | have concluded that there is no reason for further delay. Accordingly, I will provide
the FBI access to the records in question, as requested by the incumbent President, beginning on
Monday, May 9, 2022.

Please note that, in accordance with the PRA, 44 U.S.C. § 2205(3), the former President’s
designated representatives can review the records, subject to obtaining the appropriate level of
security clearance.

Sincerely,

15bRR002551



From: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/04/2022 04:15:47 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request
Thanks.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:06 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here's the latest version of the letter, which incorporates my edits (with Jay's input) and a few more from DOJ. It is still pending
WH review, and then AAOTUS/WHC/OLC consultation of some sort.

Also attached is the text of the email that Jay Bratt, from DOJ's National Security Division, sent to Evan Corcoran last Friday,
which is quoted in our letter.

I'll keep you posted on further developments.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:19 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
section 4.3 - not sure where I got 5.4 from!

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:18 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

So - all SCI is SAP but not all SAP is SCI. The letter uses both terms, first by referencing TS/SCI and later by SAP. I have
made a suggested edits to address this - by pointing to the criteria in section 5.4 of E.O. 13526 (which applies to both SCI
and SAP) and which I think makes the point more clear that this is not "normal” classified information.

I would also suggest that the Government make the point that the national security implications and the need to assess any
potential damage outweigh other provisions of law, but defer to you.

Jay

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (with a few minor edits that I just
made).

Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.

_ o 15bRR002552
Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach.



Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIONCOIGI®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

£l t]9]

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but last night
they said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and there will likely
need to be a formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cel)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

flehal 17

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
FYT, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I received
from Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote: 15bRR002553




No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President
Biden, on behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump reps a
7 day notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO told the new
reps that the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next steps.
(Note that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket "protective
assertion of executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the representative/counsel to the
former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran (YEQNOXQI(S)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

R8O ©) 0 ((OR) (6). () ()C)
B - QICHOIQI®)who.cop.cov>, [BIONOINI®) JOIONOINI®] v ho.cop.gov>,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) <{QIONOIQI®) who.cop.gov>, John Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, [ am happy to discuss at your convenience.

. 15bRR002554
With best regards,



Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgson Sheikin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct{QIONOIQIE) | main RICHOIGIS) | f:1x QICNOIGIE)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/04/2022 04:52:11 PM
To: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request

I'm not sure if or when we will hear back from WH or DOJ today. Would you be available after hours to sign the letter, if
necessary? Does ExecSec need to do it for you, or can you or I put it on letterhead for you to sign?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RIGAGIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

ARCHIVES
v R £ ]7

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:16 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall(@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:06 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here's the latest version of the letter, which incorporates my edits (with Jay's input) and a few more from DOJ. It is still pending
WH review, and then AAOTUS/WHC/OLC consultation of some sort.

Also attached is the text of the email that Jay Bratt, from DOJ's National Security Division, sent to Evan Corcoran last Friday,
which is quoted in our letter.

I'll keep you posted on further developments.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

15bRR002556
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On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:19 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
section 4.3 - not sure where I got 5.4 from!

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:18 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

So - all SCI is SAP but not all SAP is SCI. The letter uses both terms, first by referencing TS/SCI and later by SAP. I have
made a suggested edits to address this - by pointing to the criteria in section 5.4 of E.O. 13526 (which applies to both SCI
and SAP) and which I think makes the point more clear that this is not "normal" classified information.

I would also suggest that the Government make the point that the national security implications and the need to assess any
potential damage outweigh other provisions of law, but defer to you.

Jay

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (with a few minor edits that I just
made).

Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.
Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICNOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@mnara.gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but last
night they said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and there will
likely need to be a formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel 15bRR002557



National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGAGIYI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I
received from Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall(@nara.gov> wrote:
No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President
Biden, on behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump reps
a 7 day notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO told the
new reps that the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next steps.
(Note that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket "protective
assertion of executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the representative/counsel to the
former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

15bRR002558
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—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(QXONOIQI(S)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

&) ©). ©) (NCR(Db) (6), (b) (7)(C) 50 6), (b) (N)(C)
B - QICHOIQI®)who.cop.cov>, [(BIONOINIE®) <OICONOXNI®]who.cop.gov>,
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) RICHGIRIS) who.cop.gov>, John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, I am happy to discuss at your convenience.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgeas Sheikin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct DISHRIES | main RISECIOLS | f:x DISNOIAS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/04/2022 05:15:20 PM
To: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request

Which letterhead should [ use? Please send me something with what you use, and then I can paste this into that.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 5:13 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
Yes I'm available. If you put it on letterhead | can insert my signature. Then I'll cc exec sec so they have a copy.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:52 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
I'm not sure if or when we will hear back from WH or DOJ today. Would you be available after hours to sign the letter, if
necessary? Does ExecSec need to do it for you, or can you or I put it on letterhead for you to sign?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGHGIYI® (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara, gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:16 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:06 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here's the latest version of the letter, which incorporates my edits (with Jay's input) and a few more from DOJ. It is still
pending WH review, and then AAOTUS/WHC/OLC consultation of some sort. 15bRR002560



Also attached is the text of the email that Jay Bratt, from DOJ's National Security Division, sent to Evan Corcoran last
Friday, which is quoted in our letter.

I'll keep you posted on further developments.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara. gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:19 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
section 4.3 - not sure where I got 5.4 from!

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:18 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

So - all SCI is SAP but not all SAP is SCI. The letter uses both terms, first by referencing TS/SCI and later by SAP. 1
have made a suggested edits to address this - by pointing to the criteria in section 5.4 of E.O. 13526 (which applies to
both SCI and SAP) and which I think makes the point more clear that this is not "normal” classified information.

I would also suggest that the Government make the point that the national security implications and the need to assess any
potential damage outweigh other provisions of law, but defer to you.

Jay

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (with a few minor edits that I
just made).

Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.
Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICHOIGI®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

15bRR002561
301-837-0293 (fax)



garym.stern @nara.gov

noTaa

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYIL, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but last
night they said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and there will
likely need to be a formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I
received from Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President
Biden, on behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump
reps a 7 day notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO
told the new reps that the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next
steps. (Note that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, HRRFHA2r$anket



"protective assertion of executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the
representative/counsel to the former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIONCOIGI®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran (YEOQNOXQI(®)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

SO ©. &) OORD) 6), () (1)C) 000 OCR) (©). () (NCP) ©-6) ()
B - QICHOIQI®)who.cop.cov>, [(BIONOINIE®)

JOIOROINI@®@]who.cop.cov>, (DIONOINIG) <QIONOIQI®) who.cop.gov>, John Laster

<john.laster(@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, I am happy to discuss at your convenience.

With best regards,

Evan

15bRR002563
M. Evan Corcoran



Partner

THOMPSON

Sdhverman Thomgacs Sheikin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct DISHRIES | main RISECIOLS | f:x DISNOINS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002564



From: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/04/2022 05:16:45 PM
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request

Yes I'm available. If you put it on letterhead | can insert my signature. Then I'll cc exec sec so they have a copy.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:52 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
I'm not sure if or when we will hear back from WH or DOJ today. Would you be available after hours to sign the letter, if
necessary? Does ExecSec need to do it for you, or can you or I put it on letterhead for you to sign?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICNOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:16 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:06 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here's the latest version of the letter, which incorporates my edits (with Jay's input) and a few more from DOJ. It is still
pending WH review, and then AAOTUS/WHC/OLC consultation of some sort.

Also attached is the text of the email that Jay Bratt, from DOJ's National Security Division, sent to Evan Corcoran last Friday,
which is quoted in our letter.

I'll keep you posted on further developments.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICHGIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

15bRR002565



On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:19 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
section 4.3 - not sure where I got 5.4 from!

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:18 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

So - all SCI is SAP but not all SAP is SCI. The letter uses both terms, first by referencing TS/SCI and later by SAP. 1
have made a suggested edits to address this - by pointing to the criteria in section 5.4 of E.O. 13526 (which applies to both
SCI and SAP) and which I think makes the point more clear that this is not "normal" classified information.

I would also suggest that the Government make the point that the national security implications and the need to assess any
potential damage outweigh other provisions of law, but defer to you.

Jay
On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (with a few minor edits that I
just made).

Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.
Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara,gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but last
night they said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and there will
likely need to be a formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions. 15bRR002566



Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:

FYI, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I
received from Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President
Biden, on behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump reps
a 7 day notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO told the

new reps that the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next
steps. (Note that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket
"protective assertion of executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the

representative/counsel to the former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
QICHOIYI®) (ccll)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

15bRR002567



---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran (YNQNOXQI(®)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

8O ©. 0 "ORD) (©6). () (D)
[ E0 6.0 OCMMEER(b) (6), (b) (1)(©)

(D) (6), (b) (7)(C) MuixeX=mxeM(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) {RICHRIYI® who.eop.gov>, John Laster
<john.laster@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:
Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, I am happy to discuss at your convenience.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Siverman Thomgsss Shetkin White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
directQICHCIES | main RISARIGLS) | < RICACIAS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002568



From: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/04/2022 05:20:50 PM
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request

Yikes let me check.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 5:15 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Which letterhead should I use? Please send me something with what you use, and then I can paste this into that.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGHGIYI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

flwhgl €17

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 5:13 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

Yes I'm available. If you put it on letterhead | can insert my signature. Then I'll cc exec sec so they have a copy.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:52 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
I'm not sure if or when we will hear back from WH or DOJ today. Would you be available after hours to sign the letter, if
necessary? Does ExecSec need to do it for you, or can you or I put it on letterhead for you to sign?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICNOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

Dol t]9)]

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:16 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks.

15bRR002569



On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:06 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here's the latest version of the letter, which incorporates my edits (with Jay's input) and a few more from DOJ. It is still
pending WH review, and then AAOTUS/WHC/OLC consultation of some sort.

Also attached is the text of the email that Jay Bratt, from DOJ's National Security Division, sent to Evan Corcoran last
Friday, which is quoted in our letter.

I'll keep you posted on further developments.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:19 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
section 4.3 - not sure where I got 5.4 from!

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:18 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

So - all SCl is SAP but not all SAP is SCI. The letter uses both terms, first by referencing TS/SCI and later by SAP. I
have made a suggested edits to address this - by pointing to the criteria in section 5.4 of E.O. 13526 (which applies to
both SCI and SAP) and which I think makes the point more clear that this is not "normal" classified information.

I would also suggest that the Government make the point that the national security implications and the need to assess
any potential damage outweigh other provisions of law, but defer to you.

Jay
On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (with a few minor edits that I
just made).

Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.
Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration 15bRR002570



8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
QIGNOIGI®) (ccll)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

noTao

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but last
night they said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and there
will likely need to be a formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I
received from Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President
Biden, on behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump
reps a 7 day notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This lefthMes Zter WHCO



told the new reps that the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next
steps. (Note that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket
"protective assertion of executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the
representative/counsel to the former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stcrn u)nara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(OXONOIQI(®)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

0 ©). 0 OCRD) 6), ©) ()(C) £ 6.0 ORD) (6). (0) (N 6. O ()
B -CICEOIUE) ho.cop.cov>, DIONOIUIE)

JOIONOINI®]who.cop.cov>, (HIONOINIG) {RICHRIYI®) who.cop.gov>, John Laster
<john.laster@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, [ am happy to discuss at your convenience.

With best regards,

Evan
15bRR002572



M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Satverman Thomgsaa Sheibin White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
RITESi0) (6). () (7)(C) N (0) (6). (b) (NC)REY®) (6). (b) ())(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/05/2022 11:11:38 AM

To:

Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Special Access Request
Still no word back from DOJ on the letter.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Wed, May 4, 2022, 5:13 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
Yes I'm available. If you put it on letterhead | can insert my signature. Then I'll cc exec sec so they have a copy.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:52 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

I'm not sure if or when we will hear back from WH or DOJ today. Would you be available after hours to sign the letter, if
necessary? Does ExecSec need to do it for you, or can you or I put it on letterhead for you to sign?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICHOIQI® (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
garym.stern@nara.gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:16 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

Thanks.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:06 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here's the latest version of the letter, which incorporates my edits (with Jay's input) and a few more from DOJ. It is still
pending WH review, and then AAOTUS/WHC/OLC consultation of some sort.

Also attached is the text of the email that Jay Bratt, from DOJ's National Security Division, sent to Evan Corcoran last
Friday, which is quoted in our letter.

I'll keep you posted on further developments.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration 15bRR002574
8601 Adelphi Road



College Park, MD 20740
QICHGIGI® (ccll)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
garym.stern@nara.gov

noTaa

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:19 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
section 4.3 - not sure where I got 5.4 from!

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:18 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

So - all SCI is SAP but not all SAP is SCI. The letter uses both terms, first by referencing TS/SCI and later by SAP. 1
have made a suggested edits to address this - by pointing to the criteria in section 5.4 of E.O. 13526 (which applies to
both SCI and SAP) and which I think makes the point more clear that this is not "normal" classified information.

I would also suggest that the Government make the point that the national security implications and the need to assess any
potential damage outweigh other provisions of law, but defer to you.

Jay
On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (with a few minor edits that I
just made).

Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.
Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

flvhea t]7]

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote: 15bRR00257
FYI, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but last




night they said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and there will
likely need to be a formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I
received from Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President
Biden, on behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump
reps a 7 day notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO
told the new reps that the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next
steps. (Note that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket
"protective assertion of executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the
representative/counsel to the former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road 15bRR002576
College Park, MD 20740



() (6). (b) (1Ol

301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(OFONOXHI(®)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
0 ©). 6 OCRD) (6), ©) (D(C) 06,0 OCRD) (). 6) (NCIE) ©) ) 1)C)
L E®6) 0 ONIEEYS©) (6), (6) (7)(C)

JOIOROINI®@]vho.cop.cov>, (DIONOINIG) <OIONOIQI® v ho.cop.gov>, John Laster
<john.laster@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, [ am happy to discuss at your convenience.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgssa Shelkin White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
() ©). () (/)RR ©). () (/)C)JREH®) ©). ©) (1)C) 15bRR002577



(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002578



From: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/05/2022 11:18:21 AM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request
Thanks.

On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 11:11 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Still no word back from DOJ on the letter.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Wed, May 4, 2022, 5:13 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

Yes I'm available. If you put it on letterhead | can insert my signature. Then I'll cc exec sec so they have a copy.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:52 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
I'm not sure if or when we will hear back from WH or DOJ today. Would you be available after hours to sign the letter, if
necessary? Does ExecSec need to do it for you, or can you or I put it on letterhead for you to sign?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIONOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:16 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall(@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:06 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here's the latest version of the letter, which incorporates my edits (with Jay's input) and a few more from DOJ. It is still
pending WH review, and then AAOTUS/WHC/OLC consultation of some sort.

Also attached is the text of the email that Jay Bratt, from DOJ's National Security Division, sent to Evan Corcoran last
Friday, which is quoted in our letter.

I'll keep you posted on further developments.

Thanks,

G
w 15bRR002579



Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:19 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
section 4.3 - not sure where | got 5.4 from!

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:18 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

So - all SCI is SAP but not all SAP is SCI. The letter uses both terms, first by referencing TS/SCI and later by SAP. 1
have made a suggested edits to address this - by pointing to the criteria in section 5.4 of E.O. 13526 (which applies to
both SCI and SAP) and which I think makes the point more clear that this is not "normal" classified information.

I would also suggest that the Government make the point that the national security implications and the need to assess
any potential damage outweigh other provisions of law, but defer to you.

Jay
On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:

Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (with a few minor edits that I
just made).

Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.
Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

15bRR002580



On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but last
night they said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and there
will likely need to be a formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I
received from Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from President
Biden, on behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave the Trump
reps a 7 day notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes after WHCO
told the new reps that the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next
steps. (Note that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket
"protective assertion of executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the
representative/counsel to the former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

15bRR002581
Gary M. Stern



General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(WNONOIVIG)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

0 ©. 6 OORD) ©), 0 (DC)
I - QICHGIQI®) who.cop.cov>, [(BIOROIRI®)

OICOROINI®] v ho.cop.cov>, (IONOINIG) RICHRIGIS) who.cop.gov>, John Laster

<john.laster@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, | am happy to discuss at your convenience.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Satverman Thamgsaa Shakin White

15bRR002582
400 East Pratt Street



Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct RISHCIES | main RISACIES | f:x RISACIRS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/05/2022 04:41:17 PM

To: Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Bosanko, William <william.bosanko@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>
Cc: Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman <Hannah.Bergman@nara.gov>

Subject: Fwd: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Attachments:  2022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

Even as we are waiting for clearance on our letter back to Evan, he just sent this new letter outlining a new approach for them to
review the boxes.

I defer to Jay and John on whether we could even let uncleared persons in the SCIF to review just the unclassified documents in
the boxes -- isn't the answer no?

In any event, our pending letter back will presumably still say that there is no executive privilege for them to assert in this context,
and the FBI review will therefore almost certainly commence next week -- such that this proposal will essentially be moot and
OBE.

Evan's letter also tries to address the issue of providing them a sanitized version of the inventory, which I don't think DOJ will agree
to.

I will continue to keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran (YNOQNOXH(®)

Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM

Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

@H(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 5(0) (6), (b) (7V)(C)RuNYERNEA(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

JOIOROINI®]vho.cop.cov>, (IONOINIS) RICHRIQI®) vwho.cop.gov>, jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov
<Jay.Brat2@usdoj.gov>,[QIQNRIUIS {GICHOIGI(®) John Laster
<john.laster@nara.gov>

15bRR002584



Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,
Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sdtverman Thomgsca Sheikin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct DISHRIES | main RISECIOL | f:x RISNOIAS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002585



2022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

A Limited Liability Company
400 East Pratt Street — Suite 900
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
THOMPSON | coo-geazms
Facsimile
Silverman Thompson Slutkin White silvermanthompson.com

Baltimore | Towson | New York | Washington, DC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

May 5, 2022

Via Electronic Mail

Mr. Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

Writer's Direct Contact:

Evan Corcoran
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C),

CICNOIVI®)

Re:  April 11,2022, Special Access Request From Incumbent Administration

Dear Mr. Stern:

I write to offer a proposal to speed review by representatives of former President Donald J.
Trump of the 15 boxes of Presidential documents subject to the April 11, 2022, special access
request made by incumbent President Joseph R. Biden Jr. on behalf of the U.S. Department of

Justice.

As I understand the circumstances, NARA has set ground rules for the review as follows:

e Although NARA has in the past scanned Presidential documents so that they can be
reviewed remotely, these specific documents have not been digitized and must be
reviewed in person in a sensitive compartmented information facility (SCIF) located at

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC;

e In order to be granted access to review any classified documents, a representative of the
former President must have an active security clearance at a level commensurate with

those specific documents;

e The former President’s current NARA representatives who possess this level of

clearance may not participate in this review;

e While the documents are being reviewed, representatives of NARA and the U.S.

Department of Justice will be present;

e Representatives of the former President will only be allowed limited note taking about

any document marked as classified.

15bRR002586



022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

2

Mr. Gary M. Stern
May 5, 2022
Page Two

I have two proposals that would speed review. First, I propose that there be three representatives
of the former President involved in the review. Emma Mulford, my associate, and I would
review all documents that are not marked classified. Another representative — yet-to-be identified
— would review classified documents.

Second, I propose that we receive two versions of the NARA index to these documents. One
version would be redacted to the satisfaction of officials at the U.S. Department of Justice. That
version would be provided to Emma Mulford and me. We would be able to keep that redacted
version of the index. The second version, unredacted, would be provided to the yet-to-be
identified representative of the former President (who possesses an active security clearance), on
a “read only” basis during his or her review of the documents.

I hope that these ideas are helpful to your consideration of the logistics involved. Our goal is to
move expeditiously to complete review of these documents in a timely manner once we have a
team of representatives who are granted access to the documents. We also understand and
appreciate the need to accommodate the interests of other stakeholders involved.

Thank you for considering this request.
With best regards,

b lpn

M. Evan Corcoran

cc: Mr. John Laster
National Archives
and Records Administration
via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

The White House
via electronic mail

Mr. Jay Bratt

Chief, Counterintelligence and
Export Control Section

U.S. Department of Justice

via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

via electronic mail

15bRR002587



From: Gary Stern <garym stem(@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/05/2022 05:11:54 PM

To: Laster, John <joh.n.laster@nam.gov>; nara,gov>
Cec: Hannah Bergman <Hannah Bergman@nara.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

Jolmm. the 8 pages from this notification are now cleared to provide to DOJ. The contact person there is Jay Bratt, at
Jay Bratt2(@usdoj.gov

Please let me know if it would be easier for me/Hannah to provide the records to DOJ?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(eI
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_r)ml.stem@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

noTog

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Date: Thu, Apr 21, 2022 at 4:14 PM

Subject: Special access request for Trump Presidential records

80 ©. 0 "NORD) (6), (0) (NC) ) ©). (b) (1)C)

Cc: GaryM Stem <garym stem@nara.gov>. [DICEOIYIS {OIGNOIQISInara. cov> [ NOIWIS)
OIONOIWI®)

i

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2209, Executive
Order 13489, and NARA s regulations at 36 C.F.R. 1270.44, the White House has requested, on behalf of the Department of
Justice and the FBI, access to eight pages of Trump Presidential records from the files of (KO NEOXUI(S)
I : concem records related to boxes that were recently shipped from Mar-a-Lago to NARA.

BB picase note that these eight pages were included in the Trump Presidential records that you approved us to provide to "
I i response to a special access request from the Biden Administration (September 15, 2021 email from you to N
Each of you will shortly receive a link from me to download the requested records. The password is 6b62YCGC.

Executive Order 13489 and NARA’s regulations establish a 30 calendar day review period. However, in light of the stated
urgency of this matter, we request that you complete your review in seven calendar days.

Please let me know if you have any questions. 15bRRO02588



John

John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(b) (6), (b) (/)C)RE

john. laster(@nara.gov

15bRR002589



From: Susan Donius <susan.donius@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/05/2022 06:09:20 PM

To: &(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)tre¥=E](b) (6), (b) (7)(C) [B(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) [keKeiag
Subject: Fwd: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Attachments: 2022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:41 PM

Subject: Fwd: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>, Bosanko, William <william.bosanko@nara.gov>, Donius, Susan

<susan.donius(@nara.gov>
Cc: Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>, Hannah Bergman <Hannah.Bergman(@nara.gov>

Even as we are waiting for clearance on our letter back to Evan, he just sent this new letter outlining a new approach for them to
review the boxes.

I defer to Jay and John on whether we could even let uncleared persons in the SCIF to review just the unclassified documents in
the boxes -- isn't the answer no?

In any event, our pending letter back will presumably still say that there is no executive privilege for them to assert in this context,
and the FBI review will therefore almost certainly commence next week -- such that this proposal will essentially be moot and
OBE.

Evan's letter also tries to address the issue of providing them a sanitized version of the inventory, which I don't think DOJ will agree
to.

I will continue to keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(QXONOIVI(®)
Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM

Subject: April 11,2022 Special Access Request
To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov

@H(b) (6). () (NC) P ©). () () NIIIWFRERA() (6), (b) (7)(C)

15bRR002590



JOICONOINI(®] . ho.cop.cov>, (VEONOINI®) <QIONORQI® \who.cop.gov>, jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov
<Jay.Brat2@usdoj.gov>, QIGHOIYIS] {GICNGINI®) {OIOHOIYIM®) Jjohn Laster
<john.laster@nara.gov>

Gary:

Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Satverman Thamgsea Shetkin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct[QIONOIGIS) | main QIONOIYIS | fxx QICNOIGIC)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

Susan K. Donius

Executive, Legislative Archives, Presidential Libraries and Museum Services
(202) 357-7451 (o)

15bRR002591



2022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

A Limited Liability Company
400 East Pratt Street — Suite 900
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
THOMPSON | coo-geazms
Facsimile
Silverman Thompson Slutkin White silvermanthompson.com

Baltimore | Towson | New York | Washington, DC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

May 5, 2022

Via Electronic Mail

Mr. Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

Writer's Direct Contact:

Evan Corcoran
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C),

CICNOIVI®)

Re:  April 11,2022, Special Access Request From Incumbent Administration

Dear Mr. Stern:

I write to offer a proposal to speed review by representatives of former President Donald J.
Trump of the 15 boxes of Presidential documents subject to the April 11, 2022, special access
request made by incumbent President Joseph R. Biden Jr. on behalf of the U.S. Department of

Justice.

As I understand the circumstances, NARA has set ground rules for the review as follows:

e Although NARA has in the past scanned Presidential documents so that they can be
reviewed remotely, these specific documents have not been digitized and must be
reviewed in person in a sensitive compartmented information facility (SCIF) located at

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC;

e In order to be granted access to review any classified documents, a representative of the
former President must have an active security clearance at a level commensurate with

those specific documents;

e The former President’s current NARA representatives who possess this level of

clearance may not participate in this review;

e While the documents are being reviewed, representatives of NARA and the U.S.

Department of Justice will be present;

e Representatives of the former President will only be allowed limited note taking about

any document marked as classified.

15bRR002592



022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

2

Mr. Gary M. Stern
May 5, 2022
Page Two

I have two proposals that would speed review. First, I propose that there be three representatives
of the former President involved in the review. Emma Mulford, my associate, and I would
review all documents that are not marked classified. Another representative — yet-to-be identified
— would review classified documents.

Second, I propose that we receive two versions of the NARA index to these documents. One
version would be redacted to the satisfaction of officials at the U.S. Department of Justice. That
version would be provided to Emma Mulford and me. We would be able to keep that redacted
version of the index. The second version, unredacted, would be provided to the yet-to-be
identified representative of the former President (who possesses an active security clearance), on
a “read only” basis during his or her review of the documents.

I hope that these ideas are helpful to your consideration of the logistics involved. Our goal is to
move expeditiously to complete review of these documents in a timely manner once we have a
team of representatives who are granted access to the documents. We also understand and
appreciate the need to accommodate the interests of other stakeholders involved.

Thank you for considering this request.
With best regards,

b lpn

M. Evan Corcoran

cc: Mr. John Laster
National Archives
and Records Administration
via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

The White House
via electronic mail

Mr. Jay Bratt

Chief, Counterintelligence and
Export Control Section

U.S. Department of Justice

via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

via electronic mail

15bRR002593



From: William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/06/2022 07:48:41 AM
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman

Cc:
¢ <Hannah.Bergman(@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

We can allow uncleared people, but they have to be escorted.

I defer to John, but this seems like a very complicated review process whereby NARA (and presumably DOJ/FBI) would need to
be monitoring three reviewers working out of the same box at the same time. Maintaining the order of the materials is in the
interest of both NARA and DOJ/FBI. It could be done, but I think it would be complicated.

And, I am not sure that there is enough room to allow this - they can be in there, escorted - but they can't be able to read the
classified materials others are working with. And, the person reviewing the classified and the staff monitoring/escorting will be
hampered in their ability to discuss/describe what is being reviewed.

I do not think we care about the index - defer to DOJ/FBI.

On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:41 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Even as we are waiting for clearance on our letter back to Evan, he just sent this new letter outlining a new approach for them to
review the boxes.

I defer to Jay and John on whether we could even let uncleared persons in the SCIF to review just the unclassified documents in
the boxes -- isn't the answer no?

In any event, our pending letter back will presumably still say that there is no executive privilege for them to assert in this context,
and the FBI review will therefore almost certainly commence next week -- such that this proposal will essentially be moot and
OBE.

Evan's letter also tries to address the issue of providing them a sanitized version of the inventory, which I don't think DOJ will
agree to.

I will continue to keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(QJONOIGI(®) 15bRR002594

Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM



Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.sterm(@nara.gov>

[®H(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) who.eop.gov>, (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

JOICGHOXBI®@]:vho.cop.cov>, (BICOKOINIG) {RICHRIYI® who.ecop.gov>, jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov

<Jay Brat?@usdoj.gov>, QIGHOIQIS {GIGONOINI®) John Laster
<john.laster@nara.gov>

Gary:

Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Satverman Thamgess Shokin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct RISHRIES | main RISHCIO | f:x QICERIAS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002595



From: Susan Donius <susan.donius@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/06/2022 08:14:07 AM
To: RIGHOIVI® <OIONOIYI® nara.gov>
Subject: Fwd: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Isn't this something (NI should be aware of and weighing in on?

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov>

Date: Fri, May 6, 2022 at 7:48 AM

Subject: Re: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Cc: Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>, Donius, Susan <susan.donius(@nara.gov>, Laster, John <john.laster(@nara.gov>,
Hannah Bergman <Hannah.Bergman(@nara.gov>

We can allow uncleared people, but they have to be escorted.

I defer to John, but this seems like a very complicated review process whereby NARA (and presumably DOJ/FBI) would need to
be monitoring three reviewers working out of the same box at the same time. Maintaining the order of the materials is in the
interest of both NARA and DOJ/FBI. It could be done, but I think it would be complicated.

And, I am not sure that there is enough room to allow this - they can be in there, escorted - but they can't be able to read the
classified materials others are working with. And, the person reviewing the classified and the staff monitoring/escorting will be
hampered in their ability to discuss/describe what is being reviewed.

I do not think we care about the index - defer to DOJ/FBI.

On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:41 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Even as we are waiting for clearance on our letter back to Evan, he just sent this new letter outlining a new approach for them to
review the boxes.

I defer to Jay and John on whether we could even let uncleared persons in the SCIF to review just the unclassified documents in
the boxes -- isn't the answer no?

In any event, our pending letter back will presumably still say that there is no executive privilege for them to assert in this context,
and the FBI review will therefore almost certainly commence next week -- such that this proposal will essentially be moot and
OBE.

Evan's letter also tries to address the issue of providing them a sanitized version of the inventory, which I don't think DOJ will
agree to.

[ will continue to keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

15bRR002596



---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(QXONO)IVI(S)

Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM

Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

[®@R(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 5(0) (6), (b) (7)(C)aNSwRxeA(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

S(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) MixasxaxeA(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) RICHRIGI® vwho.cop.gov>, jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov

<Jay Brat?@usdoj.gov>, QIGHOIYI® I GIONOINI®) John Laster
<john.laster@nara.gov>

Gary:

Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgisa Shelkin White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct RISHRIES | main RISHCIO | f:x QICNOIAS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

- 15bRR002597



Susan K. Donius

Executive, Legislative Archives, Presidential Libraries and Museum Services
(202) 357-7451 (0)

15bRR002598



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Sent time: 05/06/2022 08:48:47 AM

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
John Laster <john laster@nara_gov=:[QICNOIYS] {BIGHBDIW®) nara gov=; QIGHDIY® {DICNBIYI® nara cov=; [(QIGNOIYS)
Cc: DIGHOIU®) nara gov=: [RIGHOIY® {DIGNRIY®Inara gov=>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov=;[[(D I NOIUI®)

0) ©). () 7)(C) [ESew & & OREI ). 7o) ©). &) o) 0.0 O e

Subject: Re: Trump Records

FYL, the timing of the review of the Trump boxes continues to be a moving target, but could take place as early as Monday
(although Tuesday is more likely). When it does finally happen, we expect to need 2-3 monitors for at least several days. I will
keep you posted as we learn more.

Thanks for being flexible.

Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(e

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stem@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flwhg ]9

On Thu, Apr 21, 2022 at 1:15 PM Gary Stern <garym sterm(@nara.gov> wrote:
So far there is still NO confirmation that there will be a review today or tomorrow, so please remain on hold.

Gary

Gary M. Stem

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QG -<1)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Flohgl 9]

On Thu, Apr 21, 2022 at 11:05 AM William Fischer <william. fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,
o ) . . 15bRR002599
I'm checking in to see if you think we'll need monitors tomorrow.



We have and [QIGEOIYI®) on the schedule for tomorrow if they're needed.
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 4:54 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks Bill,[DXGQEOIGIM®)] -- but please note that so far, nothing is scheduled, so please do not come to A1 on Thursday
morning, unless you hear something more from us.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICHOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara, gov

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 3:44 PM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:

OICONOINIO®) and ODIOHOIYIO®) are available tomorrow, but they'll need to know soon in order to
make plans for the morning. We're still trying to sort out a schedule for Friday.

I'm also adding QIGHOIWI® to this thread.
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday, and at least
one may need to stay until 5:00 each day.

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICNOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

15bRR002600
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On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on Thursday
and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I plan to cover if
it take place tomorrow afternoon or Thursday morning, but if later, then we will likely need one of your staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara.gov

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william.fischer(@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

CICHOIYI®) will be your contact tomorrow (4/ 15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any
NDC monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave SSS8M is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of the
boxes by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but might
not be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

15bRR002601




On Tue, Apr 12,2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you
with monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked the
managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most,
if not all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m. They
may also have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov 15bRR002602



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/06/2022 09:22:30 AM

To: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Ce: William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>; John Valceanu <john.valceanu@nara.gov>; Stanwich, Maria <maria.stanwich@nara.gov>; Laster,
John <john.laster@nara.gov>; Hamilton, John <john.hamilton@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Interesting Take on Things

This could well be Trump's position/defense, i.e., that he did, or thought he had, declassified all of the documents that are in the
boxes, but that his staff failed to mark them as such.

None of the Trump representatives have suggested that to us. It is now for DOJ/FBI to figure out what happened.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 9:15 AM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
https: //www.breitbart.com/politics/2022/05/05/documents-mar-a-lago-marked-classified-were-already-declassified-kash-patel-

says/

Patel said he does not believe NARA spoke to anyone at the Trump White House to see if the documents were
declassified, and now will not release the documents to the American public as Trump had intended.

“They are not a classification authority. I don’t believe they have unilateral authority to reclassify something
the president declassified. They are the holder of records,” he said

As to whether Democrats may try to selectively release material and claim Trump tried to hide certain things,
Patel said, “The irony is that he didn’t try to hide any of it. He declassified all of it so there’s nothing to hide.”

“If they selectively leak stuff — and given this week’s Supreme Court leak, you can’t put it past anyone at the
NARA or Congress who might have some of these documents and leak them to advance a false political

narrative,” he said.

15bRR002603



From: William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/06/2022 09:28:13 AM
To: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>

John Valceanu <john.valceanu@nara.gov>; Stanwich, Maria <maria.stanwich@nara.gov>; Laster, John <john.laster@nara.gov>; Stern, GaryM

Cc: . . .
¢ <garym.stern@nara.gov>; Hamilton, John <john.hamilton@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: Interesting Take on Things

Nope. Declassification is a formal act - absent a piece of documentation formally taking that action or the markings required
under the EO and CFR (so as to leave no doubt as to the classification status), then he did not declassify them. And, I do not
believe that WH Counsel normally applies the markings (but do not know that for certain.)

We are not an OCA, but D/ISOO is.

But, he fails to note that the EO and the CFR require NARA to treat this material as classified in these circumstances....we have no
discretion.

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 9:15 AM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

https: //www.breitbart.com/politics/2022/05/05/documents-mar-a-lago-marked-classified-were-already-declassified-kash-patel-
says/

Patel said he does not believe NARA spoke to anyone at the Trump White House to see if the documents were
declassified, and now will not release the documents to the American public as Trump had intended.

“They are not a classification authority. I don’t believe they have unilateral authority to reclassify something
the president declassified. They are the holder of records,” he said

As to whether Democrats may try to selectively release material and claim Trump tried to hide certain things,
Patel said, “The irony is that he didn’t try to hide any of it. He declassified all of it so there’s nothing to hide.”

“If they selectively leak stuff — and given this week’s Supreme Court leak, you can’t put it past anyone at the
NARA or Congress who might have some of these documents and leak them to advance a false political
narrative,” he said.

15bRR002604



From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/06/2022 10:06:28 AM
To: William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>

Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>; Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman

Cc:
¢ <Hannah.Bergman(@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

I agree with Jay that it would be very difficult to monitor such a review, especially given the way the material is placed in the boxes.
John

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 7:48 AM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
We can allow uncleared people, but they have to be escorted.

I defer to John, but this seems like a very complicated review process whereby NARA (and presumably DOJ/FBI) would need
to be monitoring three reviewers working out of the same box at the same time. Maintaining the order of the materials is in the
interest of both NARA and DOJ/FBI. It could be done, but I think it would be complicated.

And, I am not sure that there is enough room to allow this - they can be in there, escorted - but they can't be able to read the
classified materials others are working with. And, the person reviewing the classified and the staff monitoring/escorting will be
hampered in their ability to discuss/describe what is being reviewed.

I do not think we care about the index - defer to DOJ/FBI.

On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:41 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Even as we are waiting for clearance on our letter back to Evan, he just sent this new letter outlining a new approach for them to
review the boxes.

I defer to Jay and John on whether we could even let uncleared persons in the SCIF to review just the unclassified documents in
the boxes -- isn't the answer no?

In any event, our pending letter back will presumably still say that there is no executive privilege for them to assert in this
context, and the FBI review will therefore almost certainly commence next week -- such that this proposal will essentially be
moot and OBE.

Evan's letter also tries to address the issue of providing them a sanitized version of the inventory, which I don't think DOJ will
agree to.

[ will continue to keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara. 2oV

15bRR002605




—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(OXQNOXNI(®)

Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM

Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

®H(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 5 (0) (6). (b) (7)(C)uYRNEA(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
JOIONOINI@®@]who.cop.cov>, (DIONOINIG) <QICONOIQI®) who.cop.gov>, jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov
<Jay.Brat2@usdoj.gov>, RICHSINS {OICNOIGI® John

Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov>

Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,
Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgssn Sheikin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct{QIONOIYIS) | main RIONOIYIS) | fxx QICNOIGIC)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(b) (6), (b) (N(C)I@ 15bRR002606

john.laster(@nara.gov
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From: John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/06/2022 10:33:51 AM

To: CIGHOIY® BIGNOIW® nara gov=>
Subject: Fwd: Apnl 11, 2022 Special Access Request
Attachments: 2022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov>

Date: Thu, May 5. 2022 at 4:41 PM

Subject: Fwd: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>, Bosanko, William <william.bosanko@nara.gov>>, Donius, Susan
<susan.donius@nara.gov>

Cc: Laster, John <john laster@nara.gov>, Hannah Bergman <Hannah Bergman(@nara.gov>

Even as we are waiting for clearance on our letter back to Evan, he just sent this new letter outlining a new approach for them to
review the boxes.

I defer to Jay and John on whether we could even let uncleared persons in the SCIF to review just the unclassified documents in
the boxes -- isn't the answer no?

In any event, our pending letter back will presumably still say that there is no executive privilege for them to assert in this context,
and the FBI review will therefore almost certainly commence next week — such that this proposal will essentially be moot and
OBE.

Evan's letter also tries to address the issue of providing them a sanitized version of the inventory, which I don't think DOJ will agree
to.

I'will continue to keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

gm.stem@gara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

flwhal £19)]

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran <{{Q)X()N{)XTA1(®]

Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM

Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stem <garym.stem(@nara.gov> 15bRR002608

el (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Eb) (6). (b) (7)(CRunyee e (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)




5(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) MuixeX=sxeM(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) <QIONOIQI® \who.cop.gov>, jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov
<Jay.Brat2@usdoj.gov>, QICHOIYIS] {GICNGIVI®) {OIOHOIYIM®) John Laster
<john.laster@nara.gov>

Gary:

Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Satverman Thamgsea Shetkin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct[QIONOIGIS) | main QIONOIYIS | fxx QICNOIGIC)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

OIONOIYI® (c)

john.laster(@nara.gov

15bRR002609



2022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

A Limited Liability Company
400 East Pratt Street — Suite 900
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
THOMPSON | coo-geazms
Facsimile
Silverman Thompson Slutkin White silvermanthompson.com

Baltimore | Towson | New York | Washington, DC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

May 5, 2022

Via Electronic Mail

Mr. Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

Writer's Direct Contact:

Evan Corcoran
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C),

CICNOIVI®)

Re:  April 11,2022, Special Access Request From Incumbent Administration

Dear Mr. Stern:

I write to offer a proposal to speed review by representatives of former President Donald J.
Trump of the 15 boxes of Presidential documents subject to the April 11, 2022, special access
request made by incumbent President Joseph R. Biden Jr. on behalf of the U.S. Department of

Justice.

As I understand the circumstances, NARA has set ground rules for the review as follows:

e Although NARA has in the past scanned Presidential documents so that they can be
reviewed remotely, these specific documents have not been digitized and must be
reviewed in person in a sensitive compartmented information facility (SCIF) located at

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC;

e In order to be granted access to review any classified documents, a representative of the
former President must have an active security clearance at a level commensurate with

those specific documents;

e The former President’s current NARA representatives who possess this level of

clearance may not participate in this review;

e While the documents are being reviewed, representatives of NARA and the U.S.

Department of Justice will be present;

e Representatives of the former President will only be allowed limited note taking about

any document marked as classified.

15bRR002610



022-05-05 NARA Letter.pdf

2

Mr. Gary M. Stern
May 5, 2022
Page Two

I have two proposals that would speed review. First, I propose that there be three representatives
of the former President involved in the review. Emma Mulford, my associate, and I would
review all documents that are not marked classified. Another representative — yet-to-be identified
— would review classified documents.

Second, I propose that we receive two versions of the NARA index to these documents. One
version would be redacted to the satisfaction of officials at the U.S. Department of Justice. That
version would be provided to Emma Mulford and me. We would be able to keep that redacted
version of the index. The second version, unredacted, would be provided to the yet-to-be
identified representative of the former President (who possesses an active security clearance), on
a “read only” basis during his or her review of the documents.

I hope that these ideas are helpful to your consideration of the logistics involved. Our goal is to
move expeditiously to complete review of these documents in a timely manner once we have a
team of representatives who are granted access to the documents. We also understand and
appreciate the need to accommodate the interests of other stakeholders involved.

Thank you for considering this request.
With best regards,

b lpn

M. Evan Corcoran

cc: Mr. John Laster
National Archives
and Records Administration
via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

The White House
via electronic mail

Mr. Jay Bratt

Chief, Counterintelligence and
Export Control Section

U.S. Department of Justice

via electronic mail

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

via electronic mail

15bRR002611



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/06/2022 03:27:08 PM

To: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request

Now put off until Monday.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

ARCHIVES
FlvRg £ ]7

On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 11:18 AM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks.

On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 11:11 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Still no word back from DOJ on the letter.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Wed, May 4, 2022, 5:13 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
Yes I'm available. If you put it on letterhead | can insert my signature. Then I'll cc exec sec so they have a copy.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:52 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
I'm not sure if or when we will hear back from WH or DOJ today. Would you be available after hours to sign the letter, if

necessary? Does ExecSec need to do it for you, or can you or I put it on letterhead for you to sign?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cel

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara, gov

15bRR002612
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On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:16 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:06 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here's the latest version of the letter, which incorporates my edits (with Jay's input) and a few more from DOJ. It is still
pending WH review, and then AAOTUS/WHC/OLC consultation of some sort.

Also attached is the text of the email that Jay Bratt, from DOJ's National Security Division, sent to Evan Corcoran last
Friday, which is quoted in our letter.

I'll keep you posted on further developments.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:19 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
section 4.3 - not sure where I got 5.4 from!

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:18 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

So - all SCI is SAP but not all SAP is SCI. The letter uses both terms, first by referencing TS/SCI and later by SAP. 1
have made a suggested edits to address this - by pointing to the criteria in section 5.4 of E.O. 13526 (which applies to
both SCI and SAP) and which I think makes the point more clear that this is not "normal" classified information.

I'would also suggest that the Government make the point that the national security implications and the need to assess
any potential damage outweigh other provisions of law, but defer to you.

Jay

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (with a few minor edits that
I just made).

Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.

Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach. 15bRR002613



Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but
last night they said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and
there will likely need to be a formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICKOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYL, I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters I
received from Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall(@nara.gov> wrote: 15bRR002614
No questions. Thanks.




On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from
President Biden, on behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave
the Trump reps a 7 day notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes
after WHCO told the new reps that the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next
steps. (Note that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket
"protective assertion of executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the
representative/counsel to the former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cel

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(QXONOINI(®)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

0 © 0 OORD) ©). 0) (NC)
I - QICHRIQI®)who.cop.cov>, [(BIONOINVIE®)

JOIONOINI®]who.cop.cov>, (HIONOINIG) RIGHOIGI® who.cop.gov>, John Laster

<john.laster@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

As always, [ am happy to discuss at your convenience.

. 15bRR002615
With best regards,



Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgasa Shetkin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct QISHOIES | main RISERIOS | f:x RICHOIS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002616



From: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/06/2022 03:44:52 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: Special Access Request
Thanks.

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 3:27 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Now put off until Monday.

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIGHGIYI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 11:18 AM Debra Wall <debra.wall(@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks.

On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 11:11 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Still no word back from DOJ on the letter.

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Wed, May 4, 2022, 5:13 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:

Yes I'm available. If you put it on letterhead | can insert my signature. Then I'll cc exec sec so they have a copy.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:52 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
I'm not sure if or when we will hear back from WH or DOJ today. Would you be available after hours to sign the letter, if
necessary? Does ExecSec need to do it for you, or can you or I put it on letterhead for you to sign?

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICNOIGI® (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov
15bRR002617



On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:16 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall(@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks.

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 4:06 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Here's the latest version of the letter, which incorporates my edits (with Jay's input) and a few more from DOJ. It is still
pending WH review, and then AAOTUS/WHC/OLC consultation of some sort.

Also attached is the text of the email that Jay Bratt, from DOJ's National Security Division, sent to Evan Corcoran last
Friday, which is quoted in our letter.

I'll keep you posted on further developments.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICHOIGI®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

noTag

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:19 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
section 4.3 - not sure where I got 5.4 from!

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 1:18 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
Gary,

So - all SCI is SAP but not all SAP is SCI. The letter uses both terms, first by referencing TS/SCI and later by SAP.
I have made a suggested edits to address this - by pointing to the criteria in section 5.4 of E.O. 13526 (which applies
to both SCI and SAP) and which I think makes the point more clear that this is not "normal" classified information.

I'would also suggest that the Government make the point that the national security implications and the need to assess
any potential damage outweigh other provisions of law, but defer to you.

Jay
On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

Attached is the draft letter to the Trump Rep, which has been substantially revised by DOJ (yith 8 feyy pginor edits
that I just made).



Next formal steps will be formal calls with OLC and WHC to finalize this process.
Please let me know if anyone has any comments or concerns with this approach.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 9:33 AM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYI, on Monday I sent a draft response letter to DOJ, who said they would get comments to me on Tuesday; but
last night they said they are still working on it. I expect to get something back today that I can share with you, and
there will likely need to be a formal consultation call with Deb, Dana, and OLC before we can send it out.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIONCOIYI®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. gov

On Sun, May 1, 2022 at 4:03 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
FYL I will be meeting with DOJ first thing Monday morning to discuss this issue (including two additional letters 1
received from Trump's counsel today, which I will forward), and then will need to discuss with you.
Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern 15bRR002619



General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022, 6:22 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
No questions. Thanks.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:19 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
fyi, see attached letter from new counsel to President Trump, re the pending special access request from
President Biden, on behalf of DOJ/FBI to review the 15 boxes. Recall that the per the Biden request, we gave
the Trump reps a 7 day notification, which ran last Friday, but WHCO extended it to today. This letter comes
after WHCO told the new reps that the WH would not further extent the notification period.

I have acknowledged receipt of the letter, and will confer further with WHCO and DOJ on Monday about next
steps. (Note that executive privilege must be asserted personally by the former President, and that a blanket
"protective assertion of executive privilege" is not a valid thing, particularly when being made by the
representative/counsel to the former President.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran (KON OI(®)

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 5:55 PM

Subject: Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

S50 ©). 6 () COR(D) (6), (0) ()(C) £ 6.0 ORD) (6). (0) (N 6. O ()
EOP/WHO <{OICONEXQI®]who.cop.gov>, (HIGROINVIG)

JOIOKOINI@®@]who.cop.cov>, (DIONOINIG) <OIONOIOI®) v ho.cop.gov>, John Laster
<john.laster@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. Stern:

Please see the attached correspondence.

15bRR002620



As always, [ am happy to discuss at your convenience.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Satverman Thamgsaa Shalkin White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct QIONOIGI® | main QICNOIYIS | f:x DICHOIGIC)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com

15bRR002621



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Sent time: 05/07/2022 04:47:24 PM

To: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
John Laster <john laster@nara_gov=:[QICNOIYS] {BIGHBDIW®) nara gov=; QIGHDIY® {DICNBIYI® nara cov=; [(QIGNOIYS)
Cc: DIGHOIU®) nara gov=: [RIGHOIY® {DIGNRIY®Inara gov=>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov=;[[(D I NOIUI®)

460 ). ) (7)(C) B R T O ©. & TR0 ). 1 O

Subject: Re: Trump Records

FYL, the review is now likely to start on Wednesday or Thursday.
Thanks,

Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, May 6, 2022, 8:48 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYT, the timing of the review of the Trump boxes continues to be a moving target, but could take place as early as Monday
(although Tuesday is more likely). When it does finally happen, we expect to need 2-3 monitors for at least several days. I will
keep you posted as we learn more.

Thanks for being flexible.

Gary

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RISASIYQ ()

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

ga_rm.stem@gﬂ. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

no<Tan

On Thu, Apr 21, 2022 at 1:15 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
So far there is still NO confirmation that there will be a review today or tomorrow, so please remain on hold.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gar yg;.stern @gara gov

15bRR002622



On Thu, Apr 21, 2022 at 11:05 AM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

I'm checking in to see if you think we'll need monitors tomorrow.
We have [QISEQIGIER and QIONOIWI®) on the schedule for tomorrow if they're needed.
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 4:54 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

Thanks Bill, QXGNEXBIM) -- but please note that so far, nothing is scheduled, so please do not come to A1 on Thursday
morning, unless you hear something more from us.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara. 2oV

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 3:44 PM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
OICHOIVI®) and OICONOIYI®) are available tomorrow, but they'll need to know soon in order to

make plans for the morning. We're still trying to sort out a schedule for Friday.
I'm also adding (DIQNOIQI® to this thread.
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday, and at least
one may need to stay until 5:00 each day.

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern 15bRR002623
General Counsel



National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIONOIGI® (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on
Thursday and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I
plan to cover if it take place tomorrow afternoon or Thursday morning, but if later, then we will likely need one of your
staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

QIQHOIYI®) will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any

NDC monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave. S8l is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of
the boxes by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but
might not be until next week.

We will keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern 15bRR002624



General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william.fischer(@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you
with monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked
the managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow. Most,
if not all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00 a.m.
They may also have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350 15bRR002625
College Park, MD 20740-6001



Telephone: 301-837-0585
Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

15bRR002626



From: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
Sent time: 05/09/2022 10:03:06 AM

To: Hannah Bergman <Hannah Bergman@nara.gov>
Ce: (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)G() (). (b) (7)(C)@REYRITE=R (D) (6), (b) (7)(C) (@nara.gov=>; John Laster <john.laster@n.axa4gov>;w

B -CIGNRIYS) ara cov-
Subject: Re: meeting on Trump special access?

Here's an inexhaustive list (in no specific order) of what's pending -- feel fiee to revise and extend:

e 1/6 Committee
< Next notification (or two)
© Review of draft Remus privilege letter (per | gig—>/6 cmail)
© Status of File Share/Work Folder search
» Sece SR 5/8 email re docs not attached to emails
© Production of redacted emails (set of 12/14 and prior set of @30)
¢ Covid Committee
© Beth M 5/6 email re newly prioritized notification -- Kushner/Short sent emails

¢ New Grand Jury Subpoena for [{I€IRSI(GKEI:1ale NIy
°

o I
e Incumbent request re 15 boxes
e Court ordered request re Strzok v. Garland (3/30 court order)

© Search is complete
¢ Incumbent request re DOJ/NSD/EDNY (3/11 email from g8l re Alshahhi, Barrack, and Grimes)
e Other pending congressional requests

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stemn
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cel)
301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)

garym. stem@x_lara. gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

noTaon

On Mon, May 9, 2022 at 8:41 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
Agree, and it looks like 12:30-1 today works for everyone (except maybe John), so I will send out an invite and hope he can
make it too.

Gary M. Stem
General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RIRABIGLY <<

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov
15bRR002627
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On Mon, May 9, 2022 at 8:01 AM Hannah Bergman <Hannah.Bergman(@nara.gov> wrote:

Sounds good.
On Mon, May 9, 2022, 7:33 AM [(QEONQOIUIS <QIONOIQI® )nara.gov> wrote:
Works for me.

On Mon, May 9, 2022 at 7:30 AM [(QFOQNOIGI(®) (@nara.gov> wrote:

Good morning, everyone!

I know that I missed a lot of developments in the world of Trump special access last week. Would it be possible for us to
meet early this week to make sure we are all on the same page? I'm looking at everyone's calendars and it looks like
everyone is available from 1:00 to 1:30 on Wednesday.

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

]

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(202) 357-5403 phone

cell

OIOROIVI®) (@nara.gov

() 6). ) (1)(C)

Donald J Trump Presidential Library (LP-DJT)
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite G-7
Washington, DC 20408

Work Cell: QIGHOIGI®)

E-mail: @nara.gov

Website: https://www.trumplibrary.gov/

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

*"The contents of this message are mine personally and do not necessarily
reflect any position of the Government or the National Archives and Records
Administration."*

15bRR002628



From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/09/2022 08:26:27 PM

To: Wall, Debra <debra.wall@nara.gov>; William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>

Cc: Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman <Hannah.Bergman@nara.gov>; John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Attachments:  Letter to Evan Corcoran re Trump Boxes.OLC draft.05.09.2022.docx

Here, finally, is the latest draft of Deb's letter to Corcoran regarding the FBI review of the 15 Trump boxes, which contains
additional edits from OLC based on WHCO input (but they didn't use track changes).

It's still pretty close to the prior versions, and should be good to go for tomorrow, but will require a formal call with Dana and
OLC (which I'm hoping we can combine with the expected call on the next pending Trump privilege claim re the 1/6 request.

Once the letter goes out, we can begin the FBI review later this week (assuming their clearances have passed, and NDC staff can
do the monitoring).

Please let me know if anyone has any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICHGIYI® (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara. gov

i i o8
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

noTag

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 10:07 AM John Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov> wrote:
I agree with Jay that it would be very difficult to monitor such a review, especially given the way the material is placed in the

boxes.
John

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 7:48 AM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
We can allow uncleared people, but they have to be escorted.

I defer to John, but this seems like a very complicated review process whereby NARA (and presumably DOJ/FBI) would need
to be monitoring three reviewers working out of the same box at the same time. Maintaining the order of the materials is in the
interest of both NARA and DOJ/FBI. It could be done, but I think it would be complicated.

And, I am not sure that there is enough room to allow this - they can be in there, escorted - but they can't be able to read the
classified materials others are working with. And, the person reviewing the classified and the staff monitoring/escorting will be
hampered in their ability to discuss/describe what is being reviewed.

I do not think we care about the index - defer to DOJ/FBI.
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On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:41 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:



Even as we are waiting for clearance on our letter back to Evan, he just sent this new letter outlining a new approach for them
to review the boxes.

I defer to Jay and John on whether we could even let uncleared persons in the SCIF to review just the unclassified documents
in the boxes -- isn't the answer no?

In any event, our pending letter back will presumably still say that there is no executive privilege for them to assert in this
context, and the FBI review will therefore almost certainly commence next week -- such that this proposal will essentially be
moot and OBE.

Evan's letter also tries to address the issue of providing them a sanitized version of the inventory, which I don't think DOJ will
agree to.

I will continue to keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(WXONOINI®)

Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM

Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

Ce:[(IONOINI@®! 3(D) (6). (b) (7)(C)ANNERRNEA(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
JOIONOIVI®]who.cop.cov>, (JEONOINI(S) RICHRIIS®) vho.cop.gov>, jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov
<Jay.Brat2@usdoj.gov> RICHCIAS {OIONOIGI® John

Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Please see the attached correspondence.

With best regards, 15bRR002630



Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgson Sheikin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct QIONOIQI® | main QICNOIVIS | {2 QIONOIQIC)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

RICHRIVI®) (c)

john.laster(@nara.gov
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Letter to Evan Corcoran re Trump Boxes.OL C draft.05.09.2022.docx

DRAFT: Attorney-Client, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative

DATE

Evan Corcoran
Silverman Thompson
400 East Pratt Street
Suite 900

Baltimore, MD 21202
By Email

Dear Mr. Corcoran:

| write in response to your letters of April 29, 2022, and May 1, 2022, requesting that the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) further delay the disclosure to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of the records that were the subject of our April 12, 2022
notification to an authorized representative of former President Trump.

As you are no doubt aware, NARA had ongoing communications with the former President’s
representatives throughout 2021 about what appeared to be missing Presidential records, which
resulted in the transfer of 15 boxes of records to NARA in January 2022. In its initial review of
materials within those boxes, NARA identified items marked as classified national security
information, up to the level of Top Secret and including Sensitive Compartmented Information
and Special Access Program materials. NARA informed the Department of Justice about that
discovery, which prompted the Department to ask the President to request that NARA provide
the FBI with access to the boxes at issue so that the FBI could examine them. On April 11,
2022, the White House Counsel’s Office—affirming a request from the Department of Justice
supported by an FBI letterhead memorandum—formally transmitted a request that NARA
provide the FBI with access, within seven days, to the 15 boxes for purposes of the FBI’s review
of the documents contained therein.

Although the Presidential Records Act (PRA) generally restricts access to Presidential records in
NARA'’s custody for several years after the conclusion of a President’s tenure in office, the
statute further provides that, “subject to any rights, defenses, or privileges which the United
States or any agency or person may invoke,” such records “shall be made available . . . to an
incumbent President if such records contain information that is needed for the conduct of current
business of the incumbent President’s office and that is not otherwise available.” 44 U.S.C. 8
2205(2)(B). Those conditions are satisfied here. As the Department of Justice’s National
Security Division explained to you on April 29, 2022:

There are important national security interests in the FBI and others in the Intelligence
Community getting access to these materials. According to NARA, among the materials
in the boxes are over 100 documents with classification markings, comprising more than
700 pages. Some include the highest levels of classification, including Special Access
Program (SAP) materials. Access to the materials is not only necessary for purposes of
our ongoing criminal investigation, but the Executive Branch must also conduct an
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DRAFT: Attorney-Client, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative

assessment of the potential damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these
materials were stored and transported and take any necessary remedial steps.
Accordingly, we are seeking immediate access to these materials so as to facilitate the
necessary assessments that need to be conducted within the Executive Branch.

We advised you in writing on April 12 that, “in light of the urgency of this request,” we planned
to “provid[e] access to the FBI next week,” i.e., the week of April 18. See Exec. Order No.
13,489, § 2(b), 74 Fed. Reg. 4,669 (Jan. 21, 2009) (providing a 30-day default before disclosure
but authorizing the Archivist to specify “a shorter period of time” if “required under the
circumstances”); accord 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(g) (“The Archivist may adjust any time period or
deadline under this subpart, as appropriate, to accommodate records requested under this
section.”). In response to a request from another representative of the former President, the
White House Counsel’s Office acquiesced in an extension of the production date to April 29, and
so advised NARA. In accord with that agreement, | had not yet provided the FBI with access to
the records when | received your letter on April 29, and we have continued to refrain from
providing such access to date.

It has now been almost four weeks since we first informed you of our intent to permit the FBI
access to the boxes in order to conduct its reviews. Notwithstanding the urgency conveyed by
the Department of Justice and the reasonable extension afforded to the former President, your
April 29 letter asks for additional time for you to review the materials in the boxes “in order to
ascertain whether any specific document is subject to privilege,” and then to consult with the
former President ““so that he may personally make any decision to assert a claim of
constitutionally based privilege.” Your April 29 letter further states that in the event we do not
afford you further time to review the records before NARA discloses them in response to the
request, we should consider your letter to be “a protective assertion of executive privilege made
by counsel for the former President.”

The Counsel to the President has informed me that, in light of the particular circumstances
presented here, President Biden does not intend to make an independent determination regarding
whether or not I should uphold the former President’s purported “protective assertion of
executive privilege.” See 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(f)(3). Accordingly, | have consulted with the
Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Legal Counsel and the Counsel to the President to
inform my “determination as to whether to honor the former President’s claim of privilege or
instead to disclose the Presidential records notwithstanding the claim of privilege.” Exec. Order
No. 13,489, § 4(a).

The Assistant Attorney General has advised me that there is no precedent for an assertion of
executive privilege by a former President against an incumbent President to prevent the latter
from obtaining from NARA Presidential records belonging to the Federal Government where
“such records contain information that is needed for the conduct of current business of the
incumbent President’s office and that is not otherwise available.” 44 U.S.C. § 2205(2)(B).

To the contrary, the Supreme Court’s decision in Nixon v. Administrator of General Services,

433 U.S. 425 (1977), strongly suggests that a former President may not successfully assert
executive privilege “against the very Executive Branch in whose name the privilege is invoked.”
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Id. at 447-48. In Nixon v. GSA, the Court rejected former President Nixon’s argument that a
statute requiring that Presidential records from his term in office be maintained in the custody of,
and screened by, NARA’s predecessor agency—a ““very limited intrusion by personnel in the
Executive Branch sensitive to executive concerns”—would “impermissibly interfere with candid
communication of views by Presidential advisers.” Id. at 451; see also id. at 455 (rejecting the
claim). The Court specifically noted that an “incumbent President should not be dependent on
happenstance or the whim of a prior President when he seeks access to records of past decisions
that define or channel current governmental obligations.” 1d. at 452; see also id. at 441-46
(emphasizing, in the course of rejecting a separation-of-powers challenge to a provision of a
federal statute governing the disposition of former President Nixon’s tape recordings, papers, and
other historical materials “within the Executive Branch,” where the “employees of that branch
[would] have access to the materials only ‘for lawful Government use,”” that “[t]he Executive
Branch remains in full control of the Presidential materials, and the Act facially is designed to
ensure that the materials can be released only when release is not barred by some applicable
privilege inherent in that branch”; and concluding that “nothing contained in the Act renders it
unduly disruptive of the Executive Branch™).

It is not necessary that | decide whether there might be any circumstances in which a former
President could successfully assert a claim of executive privilege to prevent an Executive Branch
agency from having access to Presidential records for the performance of valid executive
functions. The question in this case is not a close one. The Executive Branch here is seeking
access to records belonging to, and in the custody of, the Federal Government itself, not only in
order to investigate whether those records were handled in an unlawful manner but also, as the
National Security Division explained, to “conduct an assessment of the potential damage
resulting from the apparent manner in which these materials were stored and transported and take
any necessary remedial steps.” These reviews will be conducted by current government
personnel who, like the archival officials in Nixon v. GSA, are “sensitive to executive concerns.”
Id. at 451. And on the other side of the balance, there is no reason to believe such reviews could
“adversely affect the ability of future Presidents to obtain the candid advice necessary for
effective decisionmaking.” 1d. at 450. To the contrary: Ensuring that classified information is
appropriately protected, and taking any necessary remedial action if it was not, are steps essential
to preserving the ability of future Presidents to “receive the full and frank submissions of facts
and opinions upon which effective discharge of [their] duties depends.” Id. at 449.

Because an assertion of executive privilege against the incumbent President under these
circumstances would not be viable, it follows that there is no basis for the former President to
make a “protective assertion of executive privilege,” which the Assistant Attorney General
informs me has never been made outside the context of a congressional demand for information
from the Executive Branch. Even assuming for the sake of argument that a former President
may under some circumstances make such a “protective assertion of executive privilege” to
preclude the Archivist from complying with a disclosure otherwise prescribed by 44 U.S.C.

8§ 2205(2), there is no predicate for such a “protective” assertion here, where there is no realistic
basis that the requested delay would result in a viable assertion of executive privilege against the
incumbent President that would prevent disclosure of records for the purposes of the FBI reviews
described above. Accordingly, the only end that would be served by upholding the “protective”
assertion here would be to delay those very important reviews.
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| have therefore decided not to honor the former President’s “protective” claim of privilege. See
Exec. Order No. 13,489, § 4(a); see also 36 C.F.R. 1270.44(f)(3) (providing that unless the
incumbent President “uphold[s]” the claim asserted by the former President, “the Archivist
discloses the Presidential record”). For the same reasons, | have concluded that there is no
reason to grant your request for a further delay before the FBI begins its reviews. Accordingly, I
will provide the FBI access to the records in question, as requested by the incumbent President,
beginning as early as Wednesday, May 11, 2022.

Please note that, in accordance with the PRA, 44 U.S.C. § 2205(3), the former President’s
designated representatives can review the records, subject to obtaining the appropriate level of
security clearance. We would be happy to discuss with you the details of such a review that you
proposed in your letter of May 5, 2022, particularly with respect to any unclassified materials.

Sincerely,

DEBRA STEIDEL WALL
Acting Archivist of the United States
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From: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/09/2022 08:44:21 PM
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman <Hannah.Bergman@nara.gov>; John

Cc: .
Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Thanks, I'll be ready for a call.

Please note this sentence in paragraph 4: In accord with that agreement, I had not yet provided the FBI with access to the records
when I received your letter on April 29, and we have continued to refrain from providing such access to date.

David was still the Archivist at that point, so can we change "I" to "we"?

So we're going to give them less than 24 hours before we start giving FBI access? Or will we adjust the date depending on when the
letter is sent?

Thanks.

On Mon, May 9, 2022 at 8:27 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here, finally, is the latest draft of Deb's letter to Corcoran regarding the FBI review of the 15 Trump boxes, which contains
additional edits from OLC based on WHCO input (but they didn't use track changes).

It's still pretty close to the prior versions, and should be good to go for tomorrow, but will require a formal call with Dana and
OLC (which I'm hoping we can combine with the expected call on the next pending Trump privilege claim re the 1/6 request.

Once the letter goes out, we can begin the FBI review later this week (assuming their clearances have passed, and NDC staff
can do the monitoring).

Please let me know if anyone has any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 10:07 AM John Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov> wrote:
I agree with Jay that it would be very difficult to monitor such a review, especially given the way the material is placed in the
boxes.

John

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 7:48 AM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:

We can allow uncleared people, but they have to be escorted. 15bRR002636



I defer to John, but this seems like a very complicated review process whereby NARA (and presumably DOJ/FBI) would
need to be monitoring three reviewers working out of the same box at the same time. Maintaining the order of the materials is
in the interest of both NARA and DOJ/FBI. It could be done, but I think it would be complicated.

And, I am not sure that there is enough room to allow this - they can be in there, escorted - but they can't be able to read the
classified materials others are working with. And, the person reviewing the classified and the staff monitoring/escorting will be
hampered in their ability to discuss/describe what is being reviewed.

I do not think we care about the index - defer to DOJ/FBI.
On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:41 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

Even as we are waiting for clearance on our letter back to Evan, he just sent this new letter outlining a new approach for them
to review the boxes.

I defer to Jay and John on whether we could even let uncleared persons in the SCIF to review just the unclassified
documents in the boxes -- isn't the answer no?

In any event, our pending letter back will presumably still say that there is no executive privilege for them to assert in this
context, and the FBI review will therefore almost certainly commence next week -- such that this proposal will essentially be
moot and OBE.

Evan's letter also tries to address the issue of providing them a sanitized version of the inventory, which I don't think DOJ will
agree to.

I will continue to keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(QXONOINI(®)

Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM

Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

Ce:[(IONOIN@® 5(0) (6). (b) (7)(C)uNYRNEA(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
JOIONOINI®]who.cop.cov>, (YO ROINI(S) RICHOIRIS) who.cop.gov>, jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov
<Jay.Brat2@usdoj.gov>,[QIGNPIYIS {GICHOIGI®) (b) (6). (0) (1)(C) John

Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov>
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Gary:

Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitvarman Thamgssa Sheikin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct RICKRIES | main QISECIRS | :x RICARINS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

(b) (6), (b) (1)C)RE

john. laster(@nara.gov
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/09/2022 08:48:39 PM
To: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>

William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman <Hannah.Bergman@nara.gov>; John

Cc: .
Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Yes, will make the changes, and can also change the start date to Thursday.
Thanks

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Mon, May 9, 2022, 8:41 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks, I'll be ready for a call.

Please note this sentence in paragraph 4: In accord with that agreement, I had not yet provided the FBI with access to the
records when I received your letter on April 29, and we have continued to refrain from providing such access to date.

David was still the Archivist at that point, so can we change "I" to "we"?

So we're going to give them less than 24 hours before we start giving FBI access? Or will we adjust the date depending on when the
letter is sent?

Thanks.

On Mon, May 9, 2022 at 8:27 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here, finally, is the latest draft of Deb's letter to Corcoran regarding the FBI review of the 15 Trump boxes, which contains
additional edits from OLC based on WHCO input (but they didn't use track changes).

It's still pretty close to the prior versions, and should be good to go for tomorrow, but will require a formal call with Dana and
OLC (which I'm hoping we can combine with the expected call on the next pending Trump privilege claim re the 1/6 request.

Once the letter goes out, we can begin the FBI review later this week (assuming their clearances have passed, and NDC staff
can do the monitoring).

Please let me know if anyone has any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICNOIGI®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara. gov
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On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 10:07 AM John Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov> wrote:
I agree with Jay that it would be very difficult to monitor such a review, especially given the way the material is placed in the
boxes.

John

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 7:48 AM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
We can allow uncleared people, but they have to be escorted.

I defer to John, but this seems like a very complicated review process whereby NARA (and presumably DOJ/FBI) would
need to be monitoring three reviewers working out of the same box at the same time. Maintaining the order of the materials
is in the interest of both NARA and DOJ/FBI. It could be done, but I think it would be complicated.

And, I am not sure that there is enough room to allow this - they can be in there, escorted - but they can't be able to read the
classified materials others are working with. And, the person reviewing the classified and the staff monitoring/escorting will
be hampered in their ability to discuss/describe what is being reviewed.

I do not think we care about the index - defer to DOJ/FBI.
On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:41 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:

Even as we are waiting for clearance on our letter back to Evan, he just sent this new letter outlining a new approach for
them to review the boxes.

I defer to Jay and John on whether we could even let uncleared persons in the SCIF to review just the unclassified
documents in the boxes -- isn't the answer no?

In any event, our pending letter back will presumably still say that there is no executive privilege for them to assert in this
context, and the FBI review will therefore almost certainly commence next week -- such that this proposal will essentially be
moot and OBE.

Evan's letter also tries to address the issue of providing them a sanitized version of the inventory, which I don't think DOJ
will agree to.

[ will continue to keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gar ym.stern Qnara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran (O FONOXHI(®) 15bRR002640



Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM

Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

[®H(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 5(D) (6). (b) (7)(C)ENNERENEA(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(D) (6), (b) (7)(C) MuixeX=xeM(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) RICHRIYI®) who.cop.gov>, jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov
<Jay Brat2@usdoj.gov>, RICHCIAS {OICNOIGI® John

Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov>

Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,
Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Siiverman Thomgson Sheikin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct QIONOIQI® | main QICNOIYIS | fxx QIONOIGIC)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

RICHRIYI®) (c)

john.laster(@nara.gov
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Sent time: 05/10/2022 01:36:54 PM

To: Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>
William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman <Hannah.Bergman@nara.gov>; John
Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Letter to Evan Corcoran re Trump Boxes 05.10.2022 + OLC suggestions.docx ~ Remus Letter to Wall re Trump 03.09.2022 Privilege Letter re

January 6 Request.05.10.2022.draft.docx

Here are a few more edits from OLC, which should be the final version, which will be the subject of the WHCO/OLC/NARA call
now scheduled for 4:25.

Cc:

Attachments:

The call will also cover the attached letter from Dana, rejecting Trump's privilege claim on a set of records from our 2/21/2022
notification (which will be followed by a letter from Deb to Trump letting him know that we will release the privileged records in 15
days).

Let me know if you have any questions

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICHOIGI® (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Mon, May 9, 2022 at 8:48 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Yes, will make the changes, and can also change the start date to Thursday.
Thanks

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Mon, May 9, 2022, 8:41 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall(@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks, I'll be ready for a call.

Please note this sentence in paragraph 4: In accord with that agreement, I had not yet provided the FBI with access to the
records when I received your letter on April 29, and we have continued to refrain from providing such access to date.

David was still the Archivist at that point, so can we change "I" to "we'""?

So we're going to give them less than 24 hours before we start giving FBI access? Or will we adjust the date depending on when
the letter is sent?

Thanks. 15bRR002642



On Mon, May 9, 2022 at 8:27 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Here, finally, is the latest draft of Deb's letter to Corcoran regarding the FBI review of the 15 Trump boxes, which contains
additional edits from OLC based on WHCO input (but they didn't use track changes).

It's still pretty close to the prior versions, and should be good to go for tomorrow, but will require a formal call with Dana and
OLC (which I'm hoping we can combine with the expected call on the next pending Trump privilege claim re the 1/6 request.

Once the letter goes out, we can begin the FBI review later this week (assuming their clearances have passed, and NDC staff
can do the monitoring).

Please let me know if anyone has any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 10:07 AM John Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov> wrote:
I agree with Jay that it would be very difficult to monitor such a review, especially given the way the material is placed in the
boxes.

John

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 7:48 AM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
We can allow uncleared people, but they have to be escorted.

I defer to John, but this seems like a very complicated review process whereby NARA (and presumably DOJ/FBI) would
need to be monitoring three reviewers working out of the same box at the same time. Maintaining the order of the materials
is in the interest of both NARA and DOJ/FBI. It could be done, but I think it would be complicated.

And, I am not sure that there is enough room to allow this - they can be in there, escorted - but they can't be able to read
the classified materials others are working with. And, the person reviewing the classified and the staff monitoring/escorting
will be hampered in their ability to discuss/describe what is being reviewed.

I do not think we care about the index - defer to DOJ/FBI.

On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:41 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Even as we are waiting for clearance on our letter back to Evan, he just sent this new letter outlining a new approach for
them to review the boxes.

I defer to Jay and John on whether we could even let uncleared persons in the SCIF to review just the unclassified

; e 0
documents in the boxes -- isn't the answer no? 15bRR002643



In any event, our pending letter back will presumably still say that there is no executive privilege for them to assert in this
context, and the FBI review will therefore almost certainly commence next week -- such that this proposal will essentially
be moot and OBE.

Evan's letter also tries to address the issue of providing them a sanitized version of the inventory, which I don't think DOJ
will agree to.

[ will continue to keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stcrn @nara.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran (YE@QN(OXQI(S)

Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM

Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

[®@H(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 5 (0) (6). (b) (7)(C)uNYRNEA(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
JOIGKOIBI@®)who.cop.cov>, [(DIGKOINIG) RIGHOIGI® who.cop.gov>, jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov
<Jay Brat?@usdoj.gov>, QIGNRIYIS {GICNOIGI®) (0) (6). (0) (N(C)F(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) U

Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov>

Gary:

Please see the attached correspondence.

With best regards,

Evan
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M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitvarman Thomgseoa Sheilin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct QIONOIQI® | main QICNOIVIS | f2x QIONOIYIS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

RICHOIYI®) ()

john.laster(@nara.gov
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DATE

Evan Corcoran
Silverman Thompson
400 East Pratt Street
Suite 900

Baltimore, MD 21202
By Email

Dear Mr. Corcoran:

| write in response to your letters of April 29, 2022, and May 1, 2022, requesting that the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) further delay the disclosure to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of the records that were the subject of our April 12, 2022
notification to an authorized representative of former President Trump.

As you are no doubt aware, NARA had ongoing communications with the former President’s
representatives throughout 2021 about what appeared to be missing Presidential records, which
resulted in the transfer of 15 boxes of records to NARA in January 2022. In its initial review of
materials within those boxes, NARA identified items marked as classified national security
information, up to the level of Top Secret and including Sensitive Compartmented Information
and Special Access Program materials. NARA informed the Department of Justice about that
discovery, which prompted the Department to ask the President to request that NARA provide
the FBI with access to the boxes at issue so that the FBI and others in the Intelligence
Community could examine them. On April 11, 2022, the White House Counsel’s Office—
affirming a request from the Department of Justice supported by an FBI letterhead
memorandum—Tformally transmitted a request that NARA provide the FBI access to the 15
boxes for its review within seven days, with the possibility that the FBI might request copies of
specific documents following its review of the boxes.

Although the Presidential Records Act (PRA) generally restricts access to Presidential records in
NARA'’s custody for several years after the conclusion of a President’s tenure in office, the
statute further provides that, “subject to any rights, defenses, or privileges which the United
States or any agency or person may invoke,” such records “shall be made available . . . to an
incumbent President if such records contain information that is needed for the conduct of current
business of the incumbent President’s office and that is not otherwise available.” 44 U.S.C. 8§
2205(2)(B). Those conditions are satisfied here. As the Department of Justice’s National
Security Division explained to you on April 29, 2022:

There are important national security interests in the FBI and others in the Intelligence
Community getting access to these materials. According to NARA, among the materials
in the boxes are over 100 documents with classification markings, comprising more than
700 pages. Some include the highest levels of classification, including Special Access
Program (SAP) materials. Access to the materials is not only necessary for purposes of
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our ongoing criminal investigation, but the Executive Branch must also conduct an
assessment of the potential damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these
materials were stored and transported and take any necessary remedial steps.
Accordingly, we are seeking immediate access to these materials so as to facilitate the
necessary assessments that need to be conducted within the Executive Branch.

We advised you in writing on April 12 that, “in light of the urgency of this request,” we planned
to “provid[e] access to the FBI next week,” i.e., the week of April 18. See Exec. Order No.
13,489, § 2(b), 74 Fed. Reg. 4,669 (Jan. 21, 2009) (providing a 30-day default before disclosure
but authorizing the Archivist to specify “a shorter period of time” if “required under the
circumstances”); accord 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(g) (“The Archivist may adjust any time period or
deadline under this subpart, as appropriate, to accommodate records requested under this
section.”). In response to a request from another representative of the former President, the
White House Counsel’s Office acquiesced in an extension of the production date to April 29, and
so advised NARA. In accord with that agreement, we had not yet provided the FBI with access
to the records when we received your letter on April 29, and we have continued to refrain from
providing such access to date.

It has now been four weeks since we first informed you of our intent to provide the FBI access to
the boxes so that it and others in the Intelligence Community can conduct their reviews.
Notwithstanding the urgency conveyed by the Department of Justice and the reasonable
extension afforded to the former President, your April 29 letter asks for additional time for you
to review the materials in the boxes “in order to ascertain whether any specific document is
subject to privilege,” and then to consult with the former President “so that he may personally
make any decision to assert a claim of constitutionally based privilege.” Your April 29 letter
further states that in the event we do not afford you further time to review the records before
NARA discloses them in response to the request, we should consider your letter to be “a
protective assertion of executive privilege made by counsel for the former President.”

The Counsel to the President has informed me that, in light of the particular circumstances
presented here, President Biden defers to my determination, in consultation with the Assistant
Attorney General for the Office of Legal Counsel, regarding whether or not | should uphold the
former President’s purported “protective assertion of executive privilege.” See 36 C.F.R. 8
1270.44(f)(3). Accordingly, | have consulted with the Assistant Attorney General for the Office
of Legal Counsel to inform my “determination as to whether to honor the former President’s
claim of privilege or instead to disclose the Presidential records notwithstanding the claim of
privilege.” Exec. Order No. 13,489, § 4(a).

The Assistant Attorney General has advised me that there is no precedent for an assertion of
executive privilege by a former President against an incumbent President to prevent the latter
from obtaining from NARA Presidential records belonging to the Federal Government where
“such records contain information that is needed for the conduct of current business of the
incumbent President’s office and that is not otherwise available.” 44 U.S.C. § 2205(2)(B).

To the contrary, the Supreme Court’s decision in Nixon v. Administrator of General Services,
433 U.S. 425 (1977), strongly suggests that a former President may not successfully assert
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executive privilege “against the very Executive Branch in whose name the privilege is invoked.”
Id. at 447-48. In Nixon v. GSA, the Court rejected former President Nixon’s argument that a
statute requiring that Presidential records from his term in office be maintained in the custody of,
and screened by, NARA’s predecessor agency—a “very limited intrusion by personnel in the
Executive Branch sensitive to executive concerns”—would “impermissibly interfere with candid
communication of views by Presidential advisers.” Id. at 451; see also id. at 455 (rejecting the
claim). The Court specifically noted that an “incumbent President should not be dependent on
happenstance or the whim of a prior President when he seeks access to records of past decisions
that define or channel current governmental obligations.” 1d. at 452; see also id. at 441-46
(emphasizing, in the course of rejecting a separation-of-powers challenge to a provision of a
federal statute governing the disposition of former President Nixon’s tape recordings, papers, and
other historical materials “within the Executive Branch,” where the “employees of that branch
[would] have access to the materials only ‘for lawful Government use,’” that “[t]he Executive
Branch remains in full control of the Presidential materials, and the Act facially is designed to
ensure that the materials can be released only when release is not barred by some applicable
privilege inherent in that branch”; and concluding that “nothing contained in the Act renders it
unduly disruptive of the Executive Branch™).

It is not necessary that | decide whether there might be any circumstances in which a former
President could successfully assert a claim of executive privilege to prevent an Executive Branch
agency from having access to Presidential records for the performance of valid executive
functions. The question in this case is not a close one. The Executive Branch here is seeking
access to records belonging to, and in the custody of, the Federal Government itself, not only in
order to investigate whether those records were handled in an unlawful manner but also, as the
National Security Division explained, to “conduct an assessment of the potential damage
resulting from the apparent manner in which these materials were stored and transported and take
any necessary remedial steps.” These reviews will be conducted by current government
personnel who, like the archival officials in Nixon v. GSA, are “sensitive to executive concerns.”
Id. at 451. And on the other side of the balance, there is no reason to believe such reviews could
“adversely affect the ability of future Presidents to obtain the candid advice necessary for
effective decisionmaking.” Id. at 450. To the contrary: Ensuring that classified information is
appropriately protected, and taking any necessary remedial action if it was not, are steps essential
to preserving the ability of future Presidents to “receive the full and frank submissions of facts
and opinions upon which effective discharge of [their] duties depends.” 1d. at 449.

Because an assertion of executive privilege against the incumbent President under these
circumstances would not be viable, it follows that there is no basis for the former President to
make a “protective assertion of executive privilege,” which the Assistant Attorney General
informs me has never been made outside the context of a congressional demand for information
from the Executive Branch. Even assuming for the sake of argument that a former President
may under some circumstances make such a “protective assertion of executive privilege” to
preclude the Archivist from complying with a disclosure otherwise prescribed by 44 U.S.C.

8 2205(2), there is no predicate for such a “protective” assertion here, where there is no realistic
basis that the requested delay would result in a viable assertion of executive privilege against the
incumbent President that would prevent disclosure of records for the purposes of the reviews
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described above. Accordingly, the only end that would be served by upholding the “protective”
assertion here would be to delay those very important reviews.

| have therefore decided not to honor the former President’s “protective” claim of privilege. See
Exec. Order No. 13,489, § 4(a); see also 36 C.F.R. 1270.44(f)(3) (providing that unless the
incumbent President “uphold[s]” the claim asserted by the former President, “the Archivist
discloses the Presidential record”). For the same reasons, | have concluded that there is no
reason to grant your request for a further delay before the FBI and others in the Intelligence
Community begin their reviews. Accordingly, NARA will provide the FBI access to the records
in question, as requested by the incumbent President, beginning as early as Thursday, May 12,
2022.

Please note that, in accordance with the PRA, 44 U.S.C. § 2205(3), the former President’s
designated representatives can review the records, subject to obtaining the appropriate level of
security clearance. We would be happy to discuss with you the details of such a review that you
proposed in your letter of May 5, 2022, particularly with respect to any unclassified materials.

Sincerely,

DEBRA STEIDEL WALL
Acting Archivist of the United States

15bRR002649



Remus Letter to Wall re Trump 03.09.2022 Privilege Letter re January 6 Request.05.10.2022.draft.docx

, 2022

Debra Steidel Wall

Acting Archivist of the United States

National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.

Washington, DC 20408

Dear Ms. Wall:

| write in response to your communication of March 9, 2022, informing us that former
President Trump has made claims of executive privilege with regard to a subset of documents
requested by the House Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the United
States Capitol (the “Select Committee”) that you provided to the White House for review on
February 21, 2022. You have requested President Biden’s views with respect to the disclosure of
those documents to the Committee and on the former President’s claims of privilege.

As | noted in my last letter, the White House has reached an accommodation with the
Select Committee to prioritize documents related to certain custodians. Identifying numbers for
the prioritized documents in this set have been provided by my staff. | understand that NARA
has determined that some of these prioritized records, including some records subject to the
former President’s assertion of executive privilege, are not responsive to the Select Committee’s
request and therefore NARA has removed them from the notification. Additionally, there are
some records within the prioritized set for which the White House has not yet completed its
review. Identifying numbers for those records have been provided by my staff as well.

As to the remaining prioritized records, President Biden has considered the former
President’s claims, and | have engaged in consultations with the Office of Legal Counsel at the
Department of Justice. The President has determined that an assertion of executive privilege is
not in the best interests of the United States, and therefore is not justified. As | wrote in my letter
to you on October 8, 2021:

[T]he insurrection that took place on January 6, and the extraordinary events
surrounding it, must be subject to a full accounting to ensure nothing similar ever
happens again. Congress has a compelling need in service of its legislative
functions to understand the circumstances that led to . . . the most serious attack on
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the operations of the Federal Government since the Civil War. . .. Constitutional
protections of executive privilege should not be used to shield, from Congress or
the public, information that reflects a clear and apparent effort to subvert the
Constitution itself.

Accordingly, President Biden does not uphold the former President’s assertions of
privilege as to any of the records within the prioritized set for which review is complete. He
therefore instructs you, in accord with Section 4(b) of Executive Order 13489, to the Select
Committee the prioritized records identified as privileged by the former President for which the
White House’s review is complete and that have not been deemed nonresponsive upon further
review. In light of the urgency of the Select Committee’s need for the information, the President
further instructs you to provide those records 15 days after your notification to the former
President, unless prohibited by court order. If the 15-day period expires on a weekend or
holiday, you should provide the records to the Select Committee on the next business day.

Consistent with my prior instructions, non-responsive content in otherwise responsive

records should be redacted as appropriate in any documents produced to the Select Committee.

Sincerely,

Dana A. Remus
Counsel to the President
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From: William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/10/2022 01:48:15 PM
To: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>

Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman <Hannah.Bergman@nara.gov>; John Laster
<john.laster(@nara.gov>

Subject: Re: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Cc:

No questions or concerns.
Thanks,
Jay

On Tue, May 10, 2022 at 1:37 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here are a few more edits from OLC, which should be the final version, which will be the subject of the WHCO/OLC/NARA
call now scheduled for 4:25.

The call will also cover the attached letter from Dana, rejecting Trump's privilege claim on a set of records from our 2/21/2022
notification (which will be followed by a letter from Deb to Trump letting him know that we will release the privileged records in
15 days).

Let me know if you have any questions

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIONOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern @nara.gov

On Mon, May 9, 2022 at 8:48 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Yes, will make the changes, and can also change the start date to Thursday.
Thanks

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Mon, May 9, 2022, 8:41 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall(@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks, I'll be ready for a call.

Please note this sentence in paragraph 4: In accord with that agreement, I had not yet provided the FBI with access to the
records when I received your letter on April 29, and we have continued to refrain from providing such access to date.

David was still the Archivist at that point, so can we change "I" to "we'? 15bRR002652



So we're going to give them less than 24 hours before we start giving FBI access? Or will we adjust the date depending on when
the letter is sent?

Thanks.

On Mon, May 9, 2022 at 8:27 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here, finally, is the latest draft of Deb's letter to Corcoran regarding the FBI review of the 15 Trump boxes, which contains
additional edits from OLC based on WHCO input (but they didn't use track changes).

It's still pretty close to the prior versions, and should be good to go for tomorrow, but will require a formal call with Dana and
OLC (which I'm hoping we can combine with the expected call on the next pending Trump privilege claim re the 1/6
request.

Once the letter goes out, we can begin the FBI review later this week (assuming their clearances have passed, and NDC staft
can do the monitoring).

Please let me know if anyone has any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 10:07 AM John Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov> wrote:
I agree with Jay that it would be very difficult to monitor such a review, especially given the way the material is placed in the
boxes.

John

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 7:48 AM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
We can allow uncleared people, but they have to be escorted.

I defer to John, but this seems like a very complicated review process whereby NARA (and presumably DOJ/FBI) would
need to be monitoring three reviewers working out of the same box at the same time. Maintaining the order of the
materials is in the interest of both NARA and DOJ/FBI. It could be done, but I think it would be complicated.

And, I am not sure that there is enough room to allow this - they can be in there, escorted - but they can't be able to read
the classified materials others are working with. And, the person reviewing the classified and the staff monitoring/escorting
will be hampered in their ability to discuss/describe what is being reviewed.

I do not think we care about the index - defer to DOJ/FBI.
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Even as we are waiting for clearance on our letter back to Evan, he just sent this new letter outlining a new approach for
them to review the boxes.

I defer to Jay and John on whether we could even let uncleared persons in the SCIF to review just the unclassified
documents in the boxes -- isn't the answer no?

In any event, our pending letter back will presumably still say that there is no executive privilege for them to assert in this
context, and the FBI review will therefore almost certainly commence next week -- such that this proposal will essentially
be moot and OBE.

Evan's letter also tries to address the issue of providing them a sanitized version of the inventory, which I don't think DOJ
will agree to.

I will continue to keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran {(QXONOIVI(®)

Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM

Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

[®H(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 5(D) (6). (b) (7)(C)uNNRNEA(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
OIOROINI®]who.cop.cov>, (JEONOINI(S) RIGHRIYI®) vho.cop.gov>,
jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov <Jay.Bratt?@usdoj.gov>, (DIQHOIGIS {GIGNOIUIE)
John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Please see the attached correspondence.

With best regards, 15bRR002654



Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgson Sheikin White
400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct[QIONOIQI®) | main QIONOIYIS | fxx QICNOIGIC)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

RICHOIVI®) (c)

john.laster(@nara.gov
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From: Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/10/2022 01:59:24 PM
To: William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>

Debra Wall <debra.wall@nara.gov>; Donius, Susan <susan.donius@nara.gov>; Hannah Bergman <Hannah.Bergman@nara.gov>; John Laster
<john.laster@nara.gov>; NARA Executive Secretariat <execsec@nara.gov>; Maria Stanwich <maria.stanwich@nara.gov>

BCe: CICGHBIYI® )nara.gov

Subject: Re: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

Cc:

Attachments: Letter to Evan Corcoran re Trump Boxes 05.10.2022.final.docx

Here's the clean version of the letter, to be put on letterhead and for Deb's signature. Cc'ing ExecSec and Maria to help with the
process.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

RICHOIGIS) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov

On Tue, May 10, 2022 at 1:48 PM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
No questions or concerns.

Thanks,
Jay

On Tue, May 10, 2022 at 1:37 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Here are a few more edits from OLC, which should be the final version, which will be the subject of the WHCO/OLC/NARA

call now scheduled for 4:25.

The call will also cover the attached letter from Dana, rejecting Trump's privilege claim on a set of records from our 2/21/2022
notification (which will be followed by a letter from Deb to Trump letting him know that we will release the privileged records in

15 days).
Let me know if you have any questions

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIONCOIGI®) (cell)

301-837-3026 (office) 15bRR002656
301-837-0293 (fax)



garym.stern @nara. gov

On Mon, May 9, 2022 at 8:48 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Yes, will make the changes, and can also change the start date to Thursday.
Thanks

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Mon, May 9, 2022, 8:41 PM Debra Wall <debra.wall(@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks, I'll be ready for a call.

Please note this sentence in paragraph 4: In accord with that agreement, I had not yet provided the FBI with access to the
records when I received your letter on April 29, and we have continued to refrain from providing such access to date.

David was still the Archivist at that point, so can we change "I" to "we"?

So we're going to give them less than 24 hours before we start giving FBI access? Or will we adjust the date depending on when
the letter is sent?

Thanks.

On Mon, May 9, 2022 at 8:27 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Here, finally, is the latest draft of Deb's letter to Corcoran regarding the FBI review of the 15 Trump boxes, which contains
additional edits from OLC based on WHCO input (but they didn't use track changes).

It's still pretty close to the prior versions, and should be good to go for tomorrow, but will require a formal call with Dana
and OLC (which I'm hoping we can combine with the expected call on the next pending Trump privilege claim re the 1/6
request.

Once the letter goes out, we can begin the FBI review later this week (assuming their clearances have passed, and NDC
staff can do the monitoring).

Please let me know if anyone has any questions.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICNOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern@nara.gov
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On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 10:07 AM John Laster <john.laster(@nara.gov> wrote:
I agree with Jay that it would be very difficult to monitor such a review, especially given the way the material is placed in
the boxes.

John

On Fri, May 6, 2022 at 7:48 AM William Bosanko <william.bosanko(@nara.gov> wrote:
We can allow uncleared people, but they have to be escorted.

I defer to John, but this seems like a very complicated review process whereby NARA (and presumably DOJ/FBI)
would need to be monitoring three reviewers working out of the same box at the same time. Maintaining the order of the
materials is in the interest of both NARA and DOJ/FBI. It could be done, but I think it would be complicated.

And, I am not sure that there is enough room to allow this - they can be in there, escorted - but they can't be able to read
the classified materials others are working with. And, the person reviewing the classified and the staff
monitoring/escorting will be hampered in their ability to discuss/describe what is being reviewed.

I do not think we care about the index - defer to DOJ/FBI.
On Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:41 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:

Even as we are waiting for clearance on our letter back to Evan, he just sent this new letter outlining a new approach for
them to review the boxes.

I defer to Jay and John on whether we could even let uncleared persons in the SCIF to review just the unclassified
documents in the boxes -- isn't the answer no?

In any event, our pending letter back will presumably still say that there is no executive privilege for them to assert in this
context, and the FBI review will therefore almost certainly commence next week -- such that this proposal will
essentially be moot and OBE.

Evan's letter also tries to address the issue of providing them a sanitized version of the inventory, which I don't think
DOJ will agree to.

I will continue to keep you posted.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QIONOXQI® (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov
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---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Evan Corcoran (YEQNOIQI(S)

Date: Thu, May 5, 2022 at 4:27 PM

Subject: April 11, 2022 Special Access Request

To: GaryM Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov>

®R(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) {RICKOIYI®Iwho.cop.gov>, (HIONOIGIE)
JOIGKPOIBI@®])who.cop.cov>, [(DIGKOINIG) {RIGHOIGI® who.cop.gov>,
jay.bratt2@usdoj.gov <Jay.Bratt?@usdoj.gov>, [RIQHRIGIS {GIGNOIGIE)
John Laster <john.laster@nara.gov>

Gary:

Please see the attached correspondence.
With best regards,

Evan

M. Evan Corcoran

Partner

THOMPSON

Sitverman Thomgsaa Sheildn White

400 East Pratt Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202
direct DISHOIES | main RISHCIRS | f:x QISEOIOS

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) | www.silvermanthompson.com
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John Laster

Director, White House Liaison Division
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20408-0001

RICHOIYI®) ()

john.laster(@nara.gov
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DATE

Evan Corcoran
Silverman Thompson
400 East Pratt Street
Suite 900

Baltimore, MD 21202
By Email

Dear Mr. Corcoran:

| write in response to your letters of April 29, 2022, and May 1, 2022, requesting that the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) further delay the disclosure to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of the records that were the subject of our April 12, 2022
notification to an authorized representative of former President Trump.

As you are no doubt aware, NARA had ongoing communications with the former President’s
representatives throughout 2021 about what appeared to be missing Presidential records, which
resulted in the transfer of 15 boxes of records to NARA in January 2022. In its initial review of
materials within those boxes, NARA identified items marked as classified national security
information, up to the level of Top Secret and including Sensitive Compartmented Information
and Special Access Program materials. NARA informed the Department of Justice about that
discovery, which prompted the Department to ask the President to request that NARA provide
the FBI with access to the boxes at issue so that the FBI and others in the Intelligence
Community could examine them. On April 11, 2022, the White House Counsel’s Office—
affirming a request from the Department of Justice supported by an FBI letterhead
memorandum—Tformally transmitted a request that NARA provide the FBI access to the 15
boxes for its review within seven days, with the possibility that the FBI might request copies of
specific documents following its review of the boxes.

Although the Presidential Records Act (PRA) generally restricts access to Presidential records in
NARA'’s custody for several years after the conclusion of a President’s tenure in office, the
statute further provides that, “subject to any rights, defenses, or privileges which the United
States or any agency or person may invoke,” such records “shall be made available . . . to an
incumbent President if such records contain information that is needed for the conduct of current
business of the incumbent President’s office and that is not otherwise available.” 44 U.S.C. §
2205(2)(B). Those conditions are satisfied here. As the Department of Justice’s National
Security Division explained to you on April 29, 2022:

There are important national security interests in the FBI and others in the Intelligence
Community getting access to these materials. According to NARA, among the materials
in the boxes are over 100 documents with classification markings, comprising more than
700 pages. Some include the highest levels of classification, including Special Access
Program (SAP) materials. Access to the materials is not only necessary for purposes of
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our ongoing criminal investigation, but the Executive Branch must also conduct an
assessment of the potential damage resulting from the apparent manner in which these
materials were stored and transported and take any necessary remedial steps.
Accordingly, we are seeking immediate access to these materials so as to facilitate the
necessary assessments that need to be conducted within the Executive Branch.

We advised you in writing on April 12 that, “in light of the urgency of this request,” we planned
to “provid[e] access to the FBI next week,” i.e., the week of April 18. See Exec. Order No.
13,489, § 2(b), 74 Fed. Reg. 4,669 (Jan. 21, 2009) (providing a 30-day default before disclosure
but authorizing the Archivist to specify “a shorter period of time” if “required under the
circumstances”); accord 36 C.F.R. § 1270.44(g) (“The Archivist may adjust any time period or
deadline under this subpart, as appropriate, to accommodate records requested under this
section.”). In response to a request from another representative of the former President, the
White House Counsel’s Office acquiesced in an extension of the production date to April 29, and
so advised NARA. In accord with that agreement, we had not yet provided the FBI with access
to the records when we received your letter on April 29, and we have continued to refrain from
providing such access to date.

It has now been four weeks since we first informed you of our intent to provide the FBI access to
the boxes so that it and others in the Intelligence Community can conduct their reviews.
Notwithstanding the urgency conveyed by the Department of Justice and the reasonable
extension afforded to the former President, your April 29 letter asks for additional time for you
to review the materials in the boxes “in order to ascertain whether any specific document is
subject to privilege,” and then to consult with the former President “so that he may personally
make any decision to assert a claim of constitutionally based privilege.” Your April 29 letter
further states that in the event we do not afford you further time to review the records before
NARA discloses them in response to the request, we should consider your letter to be “a
protective assertion of executive privilege made by counsel for the former President.”

The Counsel to the President has informed me that, in light of the particular circumstances
presented here, President Biden defers to my determination, in consultation with the Assistant
Attorney General for the Office of Legal Counsel, regarding whether or not | should uphold the
former President’s purported “protective assertion of executive privilege.” See 36 C.F.R. 8
1270.44(f)(3). Accordingly, | have consulted with the Assistant Attorney General for the Office
of Legal Counsel to inform my “determination as to whether to honor the former President’s
claim of privilege or instead to disclose the Presidential records notwithstanding the claim of
privilege.” Exec. Order No. 13,489, § 4(a).

The Assistant Attorney General has advised me that there is no precedent for an assertion of
executive privilege by a former President against an incumbent President to prevent the latter
from obtaining from NARA Presidential records belonging to the Federal Government where
“such records contain information that is needed for the conduct of current business of the
incumbent President’s office and that is not otherwise available.” 44 U.S.C. § 2205(2)(B).

To the contrary, the Supreme Court’s decision in Nixon v. Administrator of General Services,
433 U.S. 425 (1977), strongly suggests that a former President may not successfully assert
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executive privilege “against the very Executive Branch in whose name the privilege is invoked.”
Id. at 447-48. In Nixon v. GSA, the Court rejected former President Nixon’s argument that a
statute requiring that Presidential records from his term in office be maintained in the custody of,
and screened by, NARA’s predecessor agency—a “very limited intrusion by personnel in the
Executive Branch sensitive to executive concerns”—would “impermissibly interfere with candid
communication of views by Presidential advisers.” Id. at 451; see also id. at 455 (rejecting the
claim). The Court specifically noted that an “incumbent President should not be dependent on
happenstance or the whim of a prior President when he seeks access to records of past decisions
that define or channel current governmental obligations.” 1d. at 452; see also id. at 441-46
(emphasizing, in the course of rejecting a separation-of-powers challenge to a provision of a
federal statute governing the disposition of former President Nixon’s tape recordings, papers, and
other historical materials “within the Executive Branch,” where the “employees of that branch
[would] have access to the materials only ‘for lawful Government use,’” that “[t]he Executive
Branch remains in full control of the Presidential materials, and the Act facially is designed to
ensure that the materials can be released only when release is not barred by some applicable
privilege inherent in that branch”; and concluding that “nothing contained in the Act renders it
unduly disruptive of the Executive Branch™).

It is not necessary that | decide whether there might be any circumstances in which a former
President could successfully assert a claim of executive privilege to prevent an Executive Branch
agency from having access to Presidential records for the performance of valid executive
functions. The question in this case is not a close one. The Executive Branch here is seeking
access to records belonging to, and in the custody of, the Federal Government itself, not only in
order to investigate whether those records were handled in an unlawful manner but also, as the
National Security Division explained, to “conduct an assessment of the potential damage
resulting from the apparent manner in which these materials were stored and transported and take
any necessary remedial steps.” These reviews will be conducted by current government
personnel who, like the archival officials in Nixon v. GSA, are “sensitive to executive concerns.”
Id. at 451. And on the other side of the balance, there is no reason to believe such reviews could
“adversely affect the ability of future Presidents to obtain the candid advice necessary for
effective decisionmaking.” Id. at 450. To the contrary: Ensuring that classified information is
appropriately protected, and taking any necessary remedial action if it was not, are steps essential
to preserving the ability of future Presidents to “receive the full and frank submissions of facts
and opinions upon which effective discharge of [their] duties depends.” 1d. at 449.

Because an assertion of executive privilege against the incumbent President under these
circumstances would not be viable, it follows that there is no basis for the former President to
make a “protective assertion of executive privilege,” which the Assistant Attorney General
informs me has never been made outside the context of a congressional demand for information
from the Executive Branch. Even assuming for the sake of argument that a former President
may under some circumstances make such a “protective assertion of executive privilege” to
preclude the Archivist from complying with a disclosure otherwise prescribed by 44 U.S.C.

8 2205(2), there is no predicate for such a “protective” assertion here, where there is no realistic
basis that the requested delay would result in a viable assertion of executive privilege against the
incumbent President that would prevent disclosure of records for the purposes of the reviews

15bRR002663



L etter to Evan Corcoran re Trump Boxes 05.10.2022.final.docx

described above. Accordingly, the only end that would be served by upholding the “protective”
assertion here would be to delay those very important reviews.

| have therefore decided not to honor the former President’s “protective” claim of privilege. See
Exec. Order No. 13,489, § 4(a); see also 36 C.F.R. 1270.44(f)(3) (providing that unless the
incumbent President “uphold[s]” the claim asserted by the former President, “the Archivist
discloses the Presidential record”). For the same reasons, | have concluded that there is no
reason to grant your request for a further delay before the FBI and others in the Intelligence
Community begin their reviews. Accordingly, NARA will provide the FBI access to the records
in question, as requested by the incumbent President, beginning as early as Thursday, May 12,
2022.

Please note that, in accordance with the PRA, 44 U.S.C. § 2205(3), the former President’s
designated representatives can review the records, subject to obtaining the appropriate level of
security clearance. Please contact my General Counsel, Gary M. Stern, if you would like to
discuss the details of such a review, such as you proposed in your letter of May 5, 2022,
particularly with respect to any unclassified materials.

Sincerely,

DEBRA STEIDEL WALL
Acting Archivist of the United States
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From: William Fischer <william fischer@nara.gov>
Sent time: 05/10/2022 02:10:28 PM

To: Gary Stern <garym stern@nara.gov=>
John Laster <john laster@nara.gov=:[QIONOIUIO) {BIOKOIN®) nara zov=:[RIGHDIUNY BIGHDIGI® nara gov=: (QIGHOIY®)
Cc: DIGHOIU®) nara gov=: [RIGHOIY® {DIGNRIY®Inara gov=>; David Mengel <david. mengel@nara.gov=;[[(D I NOIUI®)

460 ). ) (7)(C) B R T O ©. & TR0 ). 1 O

Subject: Re: Trump Records

Hi Gary,
I'm checking in to see if anyone from the NDC will be needed tomorrow.
Bill

On Sat, May 7, 2022 at 4:47 PM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> Wrote:
FYT, the review is now likely to start on Wednesday or Thursday.
Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stermn
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration

On Fri, May 6, 2022, 8:48 AM Gary Stern <garym.stem(@nara.gov> wrote:
FYT, the timing of the review of the Trump boxes continues to be a moving target, but could take place as early as Monday
(although Tuesday is more likely). When it does finally happen, we expect to need 2-3 monitors for at least several days. I will
keep you posted as we learn more.

Thanks for being flexible.

Gary

Gary M. Stem

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

gar yg;.stern @gara gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

el 9]

On Thu, Apr 21, 2022 at 1:15 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
So far there is still NO confirmation that there will be a review today or tomorrow, so please remain on hold.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
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QIONOIGIS) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)
301-837-0293 (fax)
garym.stern @nara.gov

On Thu, Apr 21, 2022 at 11:05 AM William Fischer <william.fischer@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

I'm checking in to see if you think we'll need monitors tomorrow.

We have and (OIGHOIYI®! on the schedule for tomorrow if they're needed.
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 4:54 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Thanks Bill, [ QXGNEXBIM) -- but please note that so far, nothing is scheduled, so please do not come to Al on
Thursday morning, unless you hear something more from us.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(el

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 3:44 PM William Fischer <william.fischer(@nara.gov> wrote:

OIOKOINI®) and OIONOXYI®)] are available tomorrow, but they'll need to know soon in order to
make plans for the morning. We're still trying to sort out a schedule for Friday.

I'm also adding [(QEQHOIGI® to this thread.
Bill

On Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 2:24 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., there's a growing chance now that we will need two people either or both tomorrow and/or Friday, and at
least one may need to stay until 5:00 each day.

But it also all remains uncertain and fluid at the moment.
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Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 9:21 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, there's a reasonable chance that we may need one person to assist John L. in monitoring the Trump reps on
Thursday and/or Friday. We will keep you posted as to whether and when it might be happening. (fyi, John L. and I
plan to cover if it take place tomorrow afternoon or Thursday morning, but if later, then we will likely need one of your
staff to help.)

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(cell)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern Qnara,gov

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM William Fischer <william.fischer(@nara.gov> wrote:
Hi Gary,

CICHOIYI®) will be your contact tomorrow (4/15) and Monday (4/18) if you need to schedule any
NDC monitors. The rest of us will be taking leave. {8l is copied.

Bill

On Tue, Apr 12, 2022 at 2:55 PM Gary Stern <garym.stern(@nara.gov> wrote:
Bill, et al., just to clarify, we do not yet have a time scheduled when we will need your help monitoring the review of
the boxes by the Trump reps or the FBI. We will let you know when we need it, which could be later this week, but
might not be until next week.
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Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

QICHOIGI®) (ccll)

301-837-3026 (office)

301-837-0293 (fax)

garym.stern(@nara.gov

On Tue, Apr 12,2022 at 12:35 PM William Fischer <william.fischer(@nara.gov> wrote:
John,

We're creating a spreadsheet of NDC staff with TS/SCI clearances who are available to assist you
with monitoring the visitors who will be reviewing the Trump files over the coming days. I asked
the managers to have the spreadsheet completed by COB today.

When the NDC staff arrive, they'll need an introduction to the rules and procedures to follow.
Most, if not all, will also be taking the shuttle, so the earliest they can start will probably be 9:00
a.m. They may also have to be on the 4:00 shuttle leaving Al in the afternoons.

I'll share the spreadsheet when it's updated.

Thanks,
Bill

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov
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Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov

William P. Fischer

Director

National Declassification Center

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Rm. 6350

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Telephone: 301-837-0585

Email: William.Fischer@nara.gov
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