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About 260 XHAUTE circled around through the open meadow to
the front. Theee infaontrymen fired rifleps-and maching piatols at
Lisutenant MURPHY fs they prossed forwerd. We wers meanyhile at-
temnting to hold¥eff the Hark YIlag with bazooka ond artillery firae.
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Whan the Cermans hed gotten within 100 yarde of him and were'™
closing in on him, Lisutehant MURPHY got on top of the hull of ths
tank desstroyexr, which wae burning and threantening to sXplode al any.
moment. He géizad the 50 caliber machine gun ahd flred atralght
at the pdvencing FRAUTS, who moved irresistlbly closer and closer.
811houetted vividly esoinet the nude tress, dark evergreens, and
deep snow, without cover of any kind, he stood therae, ac the Tlames
moved cloger 4o the gasollne and ammmditlon in the tank desliroyern.
A1l around hfh,.EE mm shells, and bullets from machine guns, machine
piatole, and rifies, shook tha. forests and sent up flurrles ofiisnow =
and 4irt, - ‘ g

He killed 12 Garmons trying to outflsank him from his right:
but the German hordes were so numerous that they EKept on coming,
Twice Lieutenent MURPHEY wes blotted from sight by sudden spurts
of flame wheh his tank destroyer was hit by esnemy artillery.  Ms-
chine gun bullets pelted the Aldes of the vehlele and shot b
dpngerously close to him, while shell fragmente and pleces of rock
ghredded Mls clothes; but ha stayed at Dls perllous noat.

Fingldy, frogmentation from an 85 mm shell hit him in fhe le
but even then hs continued to hold off the entires enemy force,
helped solely by artillery fire.
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Thelenemy tanks, meanwhile, returnsé becauss Lieutenant KUd.
PHY hapd held up the supporting infentry end they vere opparently
loaths to pdvence further without Anfantry support. These tanks
ndfad thelr muirdarous fire to that of the KRAUT artillery and small =
avme fire that showered Lieutenant MURPEY's poslition without cesen— |
tion. ; ; }

The KAAUT infantrymen ot within 10 yards of Lisutenant HUR- ;ﬁ
PHY, but he k1lled them in the draws, in the mepdows, in the wooda-—="
wherever he'saw them. Though wolinded and covered with soot and _
dipt which must have obscured his vision at times, he held the
HUNS pt bay, killing and wounding at least S5 of the enemy duaring
tha naxt hour, e,
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Lisutenant MURFHY, worn out and bieaﬁing nrofusely, then _jT
1imped through s continuing hail of fire and Drought the Company
forward. Refusing to be svacuated, he led us in a savage atback =0l
on the enemfy, dislodging the Germans from ths whole area. Vnen A
e BY THE DECORATI K< ROARy _:._ e
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