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Begunandheldat theCityofWashingtononMonday.thetenth
dayof January,onethousandninehundredandforty-four

AN ACT

To provideFederalGovernmentaid for the readjustmentin civilian
life of returning World War II veterans.

Be it enactedby the Senateand Houseof Representativesof the
United Statesof Americain Congressassembled,That this Act may
becitedasthe “Servicemen’sReadjustmentAct of 1944”.

TITLE I

CHAPTERI—HosrrrALIZATION,CLAIMS,ANDPROCEDURES

SEC.100.The Veterans7Administration is herebydeclaredto be

an essentialwar agencyand entitled, secondonly to the War and
Navy Departments,to priorities in personnel,equipment,supplies,
andmaterial under any laws,Executiveorders,and regulationsper-
taining to priorities, and in appointmentsof personnelfrom civil—
serviceregistersthe Administrator of Veterans’Affairs is hereby

granted the sameauthority and discretionas the War and Navy
Departmentsandthe United StatesPublicHealth Service:Provided,

That the provisionsof this sectionasto priorities for materialsshall

apply to any State institution to be built for the careor hospitali-
zationof veterans.

SEC.101.The Administrator of Veterans’Affairs andthe Federal
Board of Hospitalization are hereby authorizedand directed to
expediteand completethe constructionof additionalhospital facili-

ties for war veterans,and to enter into agreementsand contracts
for the useby or transferto the Veterans’Administrationof suitable

Army and Navy hospitals after termination of hostilities in the

presentwar or after suchinstitutions are no longer neededby the

armedservices;andthe Administrator of Veterans’Affairs is hereby

authorizedand directedto establishnecessaryregional offices,sub-
o■ices,branch of■ces,contactunits, or other subordinateof■cesin

centersof population where there is no Veterans’Administration

facility, or wheresucha facility is not readily availableor accessible:

Provided,That thereis herebyauthorizedto beappropriatedthe sum
of $500,000,000for the constructionof additional hospital facilities.

SEC.102.TheAdministrator of Veterans’Affairs andthe Secretary
of War and Secretaryof the Navy areherebygranted authority to
enter into agreementsandcontractsfor the mutual useor exchange


