DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES:

Theheart of America grieves today. A leader of his people -- a

teacher of all people -- has fallen.

Martin Luther King, Jr., has been struck down by the violence
against which he preached and worked.

Yet the cause for which he struggled has not fallen. The voice that
called for justice and brotherhood has been stilled -- but the quest for
freedom, to which he gave eloquent expression, continues.

Men of all races, all religions, all regions must join together in
this hour to deny violence its victory -- and to fulfill the vision of brother-
hood that gave purpose to Martin Luther King's life and works.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B, JOHNSON, President of the
United States, do call upon all Americans to observe Sunday next, the
seventh day of April, as a day of national mourning throughout the United
States. In our churches, in our homes, and in our private hearts, let us
resolve before God to stand against divisiveness in our country and all its
consequences.

I direct that until interment the flag of the United States shall be
flown at half-staff on all buildings, grounds and naval vessels of the
Federal Government in the District of Columbia and throughout the

United States and its Territories and possessions,




