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H. R. 12575

■ightg'■fth (Ingram of thr ■tlnitrd States of 21min:

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begunand heldat the City of Washingtonon Tuesday,theseventhday of January,

onethousandnine hundredand■fty-eight

an an

.Toprovidefor researchintoproblemsof ■ightwithinandoutsidetheearth’s
atmosphere,andforotherpurpOSes.
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Be it enactedby the SenateandHouseof Representativesof the
UnitedStatesof Americain Congressassembled,

TITLE I—SHORTTITLE, DECLARATION OF POLICY, AND
DEFINITIONS

SHORTTITLE
Soc.101.This Act maybecitedasthe“National Aeronauticsand

SpaceAct of 1958”.

DECLARATIONOFPOLICYANDPURPOSE
SEC.102.(a) TheCongressherebydeclaresthat it is the policy of

theUnitedStatesthatactivitiesin spaceshouldbedevotedto peaceful
purposesfor thebene■tof all mankind.

(b) TheCongressdeclaresthat thegeneralwelfareandsecurityof
the United Statesrequirethat adequateprovisionbemadefor aero-
nautical and spaceactivities. The Congressfurther declaresthat
suchactivitiesshallbetheresponsibilityof, andshallbedirectedby,
a civilian agencyexercisingcontroloveraeronauticalandspaceac—
tivities sponsoredby theUnitedStates,exceptthat activitiespeculiar
to or primarily associatedwith the developmentof weaponssystems,
military operations,or the defenseof the United States(including
theresearchanddevelopmentnecessarytomakeeffectiveprovisionfor
the defenseof the United States)shall bethe responsibilityof, and
shallbedirectedby,theDepartmentof Defense;andthat determina-
tion asto whichsuchagencyhasresponsibilityfor anddirectionof
anysuchactivity shall bemadeby the Presidentin conformitywith
section201(e).

(c) Theaeronauticalandspaceactivitiesof theUnited Statesshall
be conductedso as to contributematerially to oneor moreof the
followingobjectives:

(1) Theexpansionof humanknowledgeof phenomenain the
atmosphereandspace;

(2) The improvementof the usefulness,performance,speed,
safety,ande■iciencyof aeronauticalandspacevehicles;

(3) The developmentand operationof vehiclescapableof
carrying instruments,equipment,supplies,andliving organisms
throughspace;

(4) The establishmentof long-rangestudiesof the potential
bene■tstobegainedfrom,theopportunitiesfor, andtheproblems
involvedin theutilization of aeronauticalandspaceactivitiesfor
peacefulandscienti■cpurposes;

(5) The preservationof the role of the United Statesas a
leaderin aeronauticaland spacescienceand technologyand in
theapplicationthereofto theconductof peacefulactivitieswithin
andoutsidetheatmosphere;

(6) Themakingavailableto agenciesdirectly concernedwith
nationaldefense0?discoveriesthat havemilitary valueor signi■-
cance,andthefurnishingby suchagencies,to thecivilian agency
establishedto direct and control nonmilitary aeronauticaland
spaceactivities,of informationasto discoverieswhichhavevalue
or signi■canceto that agency;


