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There have been a number of inguiries from the press about our
present neutrality laws and the pessibility of their application in cen-
nectHon with the struggle for freedom in Cuba.

First, may I say that the neutrality laws are among the oldast
laws in our statute books. Most of the provisions date from the first
years of our independence and, with only miner revisions, have contin-
ued in force since the 18th Century. Clearly they were not designed for
the kind of situation which exdsts in the world today.

Second, the neutrelity laws were nocver designed to preavent
individuals from leaving the United States to fight for a cause in which

they believed. There is nothing in the neutrality laws which prevents

pap——

refugees from Cuba from returning to that country to engage in the fight
for freedom, MNor is an individual prohibited from departing frem the
United States, with others of like belief, to join oill others in a gecond
country for an expedition againet & third country.

There is nothing eriminal in an individual leaving the United
States with the intent of joining an insurgent group, There is nothing
eriminal in his urging others to do so, There is nothing eriminal in
several persona departing at the same time,

What the law does prohibit is a group organized as a military
expedition from departing from the United States to take acton as a
military force against a nation with whom the United States is at peace.

. There are also provisions of early origin forbidding foreign
states to recruit mercenaries in this country. No activities engaged
in by Cuban patriots which have been brought to our attention appear to
be solations of cur nantrality lawa,




