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12 Hay 1945
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDERNT:

Miss Virginia Hall, an American civilian working for
this agency in the European Theater of Operations, has been
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary
heroism in connection with military operations against the
enemy .«

We understand that Miss Hall is the first civilian
woman in this war to receive the Distinguished Service Crosse

Desplte the fact that she was well known to the Gestapo,
Hiss Hall voluntarily returned to France in larch 1944 to
assist in sabotage operationa against the Germans. Through

her courage and physical endurance, even though she had
previously lost a leg in an accldent, Miss Hall, with two Ameri-
can officers, succeeded in organizing, arming and training

three FFI Battalions which took part in many engagements with
the enemy and a number of acts of sabotage, resulting in the
demolition of many bridges, the destruction of a number of
supply trains, and the disruption of enemy communications.

As a result of the demolition of one bridge, a German convoy

was ambushed and during & bitter struggle 150 Cermans were
¥illed and 500 were captured. In addition Miss Hall provided
radio commmication between London Headquarters and the
Resistance Forces in the Haute Lolre Department, transmitting
and receliving operational and intelligence information. This
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was the most dangerous type of work as the enemy, whenever




