
Classification Management Training Aid 2.4

DERIVED FROM:  Multiple Sources
Executive Order 13526, “Classified National Security Information” 

Sec. 2.1(b)(3)(B) states:  Persons who apply derivative classification markings shall … carry forward…a listing of the source materials.

32 CFR Part 2001, “Classified National Security Information” 

§2001.22(c) states:

Source of derivative classification.

(1) The derivative classifier shall concisely identify the source document or the classification guide on the “Derived From” line, including the 
agency, and, where available, the office of origin, and the date of the source or guide.

(i) When a document is classified derivatively on the basis of more than one source document or classification guide, the “Derived
From” line shall appear as:     Derived From:  Multiple Sources

(ii) The derivative classifier shall include a listing of the source materials, on or attached to, each derivatively classified document.

Be specific when listing your source material.   The intent behind this listing is to allow the 
holder of the document to find the source document if necessary.  Include the title, office of 
origin, date of document, as well as any other information that could be used to identify it. 

Peggy Ushman
Senior Program Analyst, ISOO
September 2017



If your document is derived from multiple sources, the 
Derived From line will state “Multiple Sources”, and the 
list of sources will be on, or attached to, the document. 
Example 1

Classified By:  Carl Smith, Program Analyst
Derived From:  Multiple Sources
Declassify On:  December 5, 2038

Sources:
1.  (U) Dept of Good Works Memorandum, dated June 27, 2012,   

Subj:  Examples, declassify on:  June 27, 2032
2.  (U) DGW General SCG, dated December 5, 2013, item 3g, 

declassify on:  December 5, 2038

SECRET

Example 2

Classified By:  Carl Smith, Program Analyst
Derived From:  Multiple Sources
Declassify On:  25X3, January 20, 2040

Sources:
1.  (U) Dept of Good Works Memorandum, dated June 27, 2012, 

Subj:  Examples, declassify on:  June 27, 2032
2.  (U) DGW General SCG, dated December 5, 2013, item 3g,    

declassify  on:  December 5, 2038
3.  (U) DGW  White Paper, dated January 20, 2010, Subj:  

Examples, declassify on:  25X3, January 20, 2040

SECRET

The Declassify On date for the document is based on the 
most restrictive declassification date of the multiple 
sources.  Choose the date/instruction that will keep the 
document classified for the longest period of time.

If your new document was derived from a document that was itself 
derived from multiple sources:

Source document

The document becomes 
the source.  DO NOT 
carry forward “Multiple 
Sources”

The Declassify On 
date is carried 
forward from the 
source document

SECRET

The Department of Good Works
(U) The Basics

December 15, 2014

(S) There are three levels of classification – TOP SECRET, SECRET, 
and CONFIDENTIAL.

(U) There are three steps when properly marking a classified 
document:

(C) PORTION MARK all paragraphs, subparagraphs, 
subjects, titles, charts, pictures, etc. of a document.

(S) The PORTION MARKS will determine the OVERALL 
CLASSIFICATION of the document.

(U) The CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY BLOCK will identify 
the individual who created the document, the source of 
classification, and the declassification instructions.

Classified By:  Carl Smith, Program Analyst, Dept of Good Works
Derived From:  Multiple Sources
Declassify On:  December 5, 2038

Sources:
1.  (U) Dept of Good Works Memorandum, dated June 27, 2012, 

Subj:  Examples, declassify on:  June 27, 2032
2.  (U) DGW General SCG, dated December 5, 2013, item 3g, 

declassify on:  December 5, 2038

SECRET

Newly created 
document where 
the source 
document was 
derived from 
multiple sources

SECRET

Classified By:  Joe Miller, Program Analyst
Derived From:  Department of Good Works Paper, Subject:  
(U) The Basics,  dated December 15, 2014
Declassify On:  December 5, 2038

SECRET

Classification markings are for training use only!


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2



