June 2018

Upcoming Virtual Programs at the National Archives

September 2021

The National Archives is continuing to offer a full slate of public programs in September.
An extensive list can be found here. Below are several highlights on a variety of topics. All
programs are scheduled according to Eastern Daylight Time.
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A Life of Selfless Service, Sacrifice, and Civic Engagement: Cyril “Rick” Rescorla
On Friday, September 10 at 6:00 p.m. EDT, in remembrance of the 20th anniversary of
the attacks of 9/11, the National Archives will host a panel discussion about Selfless
Service and Sacrifice. America witnessed many heroic actions during and after the
September 11 attacks. The story of Colonel Cyril “Rick” Rescorla (U.S. Army, Ret.) is one of
them. Although Rescorla perished in the attacks, he is credited with saving the lives of
2,700 fellow employees of Morgan Stanley and inspiring all those around him. A panel
will discuss Rescorla’s lifelong courage, service, sense of community, and inspirational
leadership. Megan Jones, Senior Director of Education Programs, 911 Memorial and
Museum, will moderate the conversation with Conrad Crane, Chief of Analysis and
Research for the U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center at Carlisle Barracks, PA; Lissa
Young, Assistant Professor in the Department of Behavioral Sciences and Leadership at the
United States Military Academy in West Point, NY; and Jenna Ryall, Director of Civics for
All at the New York City Department of Education. This free program is available via live
stream on the National Archives YouTube Channel.

The People’s Constitution: 200 Years, 27 Amendments, and the
Promise of a More Perfect Union
On Friday, September 17 at 1:00 p.m. EDT, the National
Archives will host authors John Kowal and Wilfred Codrington
III who will discuss how generations have reshaped our founding
document - the U.S. Constitution - amid some of the most colorful,
contested, and controversial battles in American political life. It’s
a story of how “We the People” have improved our
government’s structure and expanded the scope of our
democracy during eras of transformational social change. This
free program is available via live stream on the National
Archives YouTube Channel.
The Cause: The American Revolution and its Discontents, 1773–
1783
On Thursday, September 23 at 1:00 p.m. EDT, the National
Archives will host author Joseph J. Ellis who will present his
culminating work on the American Founding by rethinking the
American Revolution as we have known it. He takes a fresh
look at the events between 1773 and 1783, revealing a
war more brutal than any in American history save the Civil
War and discovering a strange breed of revolutionaries. The
Cause brings together a cast of familiar and forgotten
characters challenging the story we have long told ourselves
about our origins as a people and a nation. This free
program is available via live stream on the National
Archives YouTube Channel.
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September Virtual Programs for Educators and Students
Carter & Clinton: Commonalities & Contrasts
On Thursday, September 9 at 4:00 p.m. CDT, to kick off National History Day (NHD) and the 2021-2022 school year,
the Carter and Clinton Presidential Libraries will be teaming up to present Carter & Clinton: Commonalities & Contrasts.
This workshop for educators will be highlighting the connections between these southern governors-turned presidents
and their viability for this year’s NHD theme, Debate & Diplomacy in History: Successes, Failures, Consequences. This
collaborative program will help students mitigate the challenges of limited onsite research and highlight the vast array
of digital primary research resources available from the Presidential Libraries and the National Archives. This program
is free to attend, registration is required. For more information on this year’s contest, visit the official website
of National History Day.
Young Learners Program - Meet James Madison on
Thursday, September 16 at 11:00 a.m. EDT
James Madison, the fourth President of the United
States, has been called the “Father of the Constitution”
for his role in drafting the United States Constitution in
the summer of 1787. Mr. Madison, as portrayed by
actor John Douglas Hall, will reflect on his role in the
creation of the Constitution and the controversy
surrounding the seminal document. This free program is
available via live stream on the National Archives
YouTube Channel.
Virtual Pajama Program with Winifred Conkling and Sylvia Mendez
On Saturday, September 25 at 8:00 p.m. EDT, the National Archives will host a Virtual Pajama Party for kids aged 812. This semi-annual program will focus on the book Sylvia and Aki, written by Winifred Conkling. Conkling presents a
fictional account of the friendship between Sylvia Mendez and Aki Munemitsu whose lives intersected during World
War II. Mendez is Mexican-Puerto Rican and Munemitsu is Japanese American. Mendez’s family was the lead plaintiff
in Mendez v. Westminster, a civil rights case that served as a precursor to Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka, KS.
Munemitsu was relocated with her family during WWII to the Poston War Relocation Center in Arizona while the
Mendez family took over maintaining the Munemitsu family farm in Orange County, California. Attendees will learn
about the importance of civil rights and the value of friendship. This program is free to attend, registration is required.
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Hidden Treasures from the Stacks
Big Top Red Tape
The history of the American circus is one of ups and downs. After the wildly successful beginnings of dog and pony
shows, circus trains, and three-ring circuses, the popularity of these live, limited engagement shows waned following the
dawn of motion pictures. With this new form of entertainment to compete with, the circus struggled to draw crowds like
before. One thing that did not change about the circus, however, was the opportunity it offered for acrobats,
daredevils, and performers of all types to showcase their talents. Part of what drew audiences to the circus was the
unknown: exotic animals, performers from far off places, and feats of daring they had never imagined possible. The
allure of the circus could still draw one-of-a-kind acts, and many star performers in the American circus came from
around the world.
A slice of circus history shows up in the Alien File of Giulia Beghin Bogino, a member of the Bogino Troupe. Performing
in the circus was often a family affair, and many of Giulia’s relatives appeared in the Bogino Troupe and in other
circus acts. Sources list the Boginos as acrobats or aerialists, as well as performers of “Risley,” an act where a
performer is supporting one or more other performers while lying on their back, spinning their partner or an object
using their feet or hands.
Giulia Bogino’s A-File traces her employment from circus to circus in the late 1940s and early 1950s. She arrived in
New York as a temporary visitor on April 13, 1948, aboard the SS Vulcania from Genoa, Italy. Accompanying her
were her 12-year-old daughter Lidia (who also performed in the circus) and her 3-year-old grandson Giuseppe. Their
destination was Sarasota, Florida, where several of her children and other family members were already employed
with Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus. A passenger list shows that also traveling with them was Bogino’s future
daughter-in-law, Liliana Gambarutti. Also a circus performer, Liliana would marry Bogino’s son, Bruno, only a couple of
weeks after her arrival.
For performers coming to the U.S. from abroad, as with other occupations, their entrance into the country was tied
directly to their temporary work contract. Bogino’s A-File shows her movement into and out of the U.S. during the late
1940s and early 1950s. She obtained surety bonds for the duration of her contracts with different circuses to ensure
her departure from the country once each contract expired; her departure could be extended but eventually had to be
verified by immigration officials. By 1949, she had a contract with the Polack Brothers Circus of Chicago, Illinois, and in
1951, she was with the Mills Brothers Circus, whose winter quarters were located in Circleville, Ohio.
While Bogino was traveling with the Polack Brothers Circus, there were 20 performers with the show who were from
Europe and Asia. Traveling with a U.S.-based circus as a non-citizen could be difficult as some shows would schedule
bookings in different countries during the same season. For instance, Bogino and other performers who traveled with the
Polack Brothers Circus from Blaine, Washington, to Vancouver, British Columbia, had to satisfy paperwork requirements
with the Immigration and Naturalization Service to ensure that they could move from the U.S. to Canada and back.
The red tape was all part of circus life for immigrants in the United States. Bogino and her family would go through the
process all over again, year after year, as they continued to seek employment. By all accounts, Giulia likely returned to
Italy, but several of her children stayed longer in the U.S. to marry, raise children, and carry on their family’s tradition
of performing in the circus.
To learn more about Alien Files held at the National Archives at Kansas City visit the A-Files webpage.
A Note About A-Files:
Created by the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) beginning in April 1944, A-Files contain all records of
any active case of an alien not yet naturalized as they passed through the United States immigration and inspection
process. An A-File might also be created without any action taken by the alien; for example, if the INS initiated a law
enforcement action against or involving the alien.
A rich source of biographical information, A-Files may include visas, photographs, affidavits, and correspondence
leading up to an alien's naturalization, permanent residency, death, or deportation.

(Images continued on next page.)
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Above and below: Front and back of the Application for Nonimmigrant Visa and Alien Registration. Alien Case File for Giulia
Bogino, A7138232. Department of Justice. Immigration and Naturalization Service. Series: Alien Case Files, 1944-2003. Record
Group 566: Records of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. National Archives Identifier 5356395
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Above: Letter Regarding the Travel of Performers with the Polack Brothers Circus from the United States to Canada. Alien Case
File for Giulia Bogino, A7138232. Department of Justice. Immigration and Naturalization Service. Series: Alien Case Files, 19442003. Record Group 566: Records of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. National Archives Identifier 5356395
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Above: Letter Regarding the Imminent Departure of Giulia Bogino and Her Family from the United States. Alien Case File for
Giulia Bogino, A7138232. Department of Justice. Immigration and Naturalization Service. Series: Alien Case Files, 1944-2003.
Record Group 566: Records of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. National Archives Identifier 5356395
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National Archives Facility Information Regarding COVID-19
(updated as of August 31, 2021)

The National Archives is committed to the health and safety of our visitors and staff. We are continuing to monitor the
situation regarding COVID-19. National Archives staff will continue to serve the public remotely by responding to
emailed requests for records and History Hub inquiries. Finally, all in-person public programs and events are
suspended until further notice. We will continue to update the public as agency guidance becomes available. Follow
the National Archives at Kansas City on Facebook or on Twittter @KCArchives.

Are you connected to the National Archives at Kansas City?
We encourage our patrons to use electronic mail and social media to connect with us. Our Facebook
address is facebook.com/nationalarchiveskansascity. In addition, you can find us on Instagram
@kansascity.archives or tweet us via Twitter @KCArchives or #KCArchives.

All information about upcoming events and programs is emailed to patrons through our electronic mailing
list. If we do not have your eddress on file, please send an email with your preferred eddress to
kansascity.educate@nara.gov or call 816-268-8000.
By providing your eddress, you grant the National Archives at Kansas City permission to send you
information about special events, and programs. Per the Privacy Act of 1974, we will not share your
personal information with third parties.

GENERAL INFORMATION: The National Archives is open Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. Closed on weekends and Federal holidays. Hours are subject to change due to
special programs and weather.
The National Archives is located at 400 West Pershing Road, Kansas City, Missouri, 64108,
and is home to historical records dating from the 1820s to the 1990s created or received
by Federal agencies in Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, and
South Dakota.
For more information, call 816-268-8000, email kansascity.educate@nara.gov or visit
www.archives.gov/kansas-city. Tweet us @KCArchives. Follow us on Instagram at:
kansascity.archives. Find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/nationalarchiveskansascity.
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