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Graphic	Organizer	1:	
Containing	Communist	Expansion	after	World	War	II	

After	World	War	II,	the	U.S.	and	its	allies	worked	to	“contain”	the	spread	of	Soviet-led	
communism	around	the	globe.	Articulated	by	President	Harry	S.	Truman,	in	the	Truman	
Doctrine,	the	policy	of	resisting	communist	expansion	committed	the	U.S.	to	accepting	the	
expense	and	danger	of	new	global	international	commitments	and	maintaining	a	military	force	
sufficient	to	deter	communist	threats.	The	decades-long	military	standoff,	known	as	the	Cold	
War,	defined	U.S.	foreign	policy	from	1947	until	the	collapse	of	the	Soviet	Union	in	1991	

Summary	of	
the	
description	

Caption	that	
best	
matches	

How	the	
primary	
source	
matches	the	
caption	



From	the	Cold	War	to	Camp	David:	Reviewing	U.S.	Foreign	
Policy	in	Post-World	War	II	Era	(1948	–	1979)	

Center	for	Legislative	Archives	

www.archives.gov/legislative/resources	
2	

Graphic	Organizer	2:	
Vietnam:	the	Consequences	of	Opposing	the	Spread	of	Communism	

The	Vietnam	War,	1965	–	1973	was,	at	the	time,	America’s	longest	conflict.	By	passing	the	Gulf	
of	Tonkin	Resolution,	in	August	1964,	Congress	authorized	the	President	to	“use	armed	force”	
to	repel	communist	North	Vietnamese	aggression	against	South	Vietnam.	The	war	became	very	
unpopular	in	the	U.S.	by	1968,	but	fighting	continued	until	a	peace	settlement	was	achieved	
under	President	Richard	Nixon	in	1973.		After	the	peace	settlement	and	withdrawal	of	U.S.	
forces,	North	Vietnam	resumed	their	attacks	and	conquered	South	Vietnam	in	1975.		
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Graphic	Organizer	3:	
Cold	War	Confrontation	and	Compromise	

Cold	War	confrontations	between	the	United	States	and	communist	world	powers	expanded	
throughout	the	1950s.	Both	sides	shrank	from	a	direct	confrontation,	choosing	instead	to	wage	
limited	wars,	such	as	those	fought	in	Korea	and	Vietnam.	The	Cold	War	standoff	dominated	
world	affairs	and	threated	catastrophe	for	decades.	The	danger	of	sudden	war	was	real	and	
long-lasting,	but	tensions	were	lowered	during	the	1970s	by	international	arms	treaties	
negotiated	between	the	U.S.	and	Soviet	Union,	including	the	Strategic	Arms	Limitation	Talks	
(SALT)	treaties	of	1972	and	79	that	slowed	the	“nuclear	arms	race.”		
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Graphic	Organizer	4:	
Conflict	and	Trade	in	the	Middle	East	1948	–	1979	

Conflict	exploded	in	1948	when	the	nation	of	Israel	was	created	as	a	Jewish	Homeland	in	the	
historically	Arab	Palestine.	Wars	between	Israel	and	its	Arab	neighbors	were	fought	in	1948,	
1956,	1967	and	1973.	The	U.S.	consistently	supported	Israel.	During	the	same	years,	the	U.S.	
became	increasingly	dependent	on	oil	imported	from	Arab	states.	In	the	1970s,	OPEC	(The	
Organization	of	Petroleum	Exporting	Countries)	began	using	the	supply	of	oil	as	a	weapon	to	
punish	the	U.S.	for	supporting	Israel.	This	strategy	elevated	the	oil	supply	to	being	a	crucial	
issue	in	U.S.	domestic	politics	and	international	affairs.	
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