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Memorial from the Ladies of Steubenville, Ohio, Protesting Indian Removal  (excerpt),  
February 15, 1830; NAID 306633. See also, DocsTeach: 
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/memorial -steubenville-indian-removal 
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Cherokee Petition against the New Echota Treaty (transcript), 1836; NAID 2127291. See also, 

DocsTeach: https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/cherokee-petition-protest-new-

echota-treaty  

Transcript: 

Whereas, we the citizens of the Districts of Aquohee and Taquoee in the Cherokee Nation, are 

informed that on the 21st of Dec 1835, certain individual Cherokees assembled at New Echota 

and, without any authority from the council or people of the Nation, entered into an agreement 

with the Revd. Mr. Schermerhorn under the name of a treaty by the provisions of which all the 

lands of the Cherokees are ceded; their Government and Law abolished, their private 

improvements: the property of individuals alienated from their rightful owners, without their 

consent: And all their rights, as free men, wrested from them and left to the discretionary 

disposal of strangers. 

And, Whereas we are further informed that this compact is to be presented to the Senate of 

the United States for ratification, as a treaty; we the undersigned, do, with the deepest anxiety 

and the most [crossed out: earnestness] respectful earnestness, appeal to the Senate of the 

United States, against the ratification of the same. And in entering our protest before that 

honorable and August Body, we again humbly Solicit their attention to the following points on 

account of which we so [crossed out: depreciate] urgently depreciate the ratification of said 

instrument. Viz. the persons who are represented as acting in behalf of the Cherokees in this 

matter, are wholly unauthorized. And the circumstance of a few individuals making a treaty 

vitally affecting the liberties, the property and the personal rights of a whole people, appears to 

be so utterly repugnant to reason and justice and every dictate of humanity, that we come to 

the Senate of the United States with full confidence ̂ that  ̂under such circumstances the voice 

of weakness itself will be heard in the cry for justice. 

To the Basis of said instrument and most of its details we entertain insuperable objections. But 

being fully persuaded that an instrument so unwarranted will not be sanctioned by the Senate, 

we deem it unnecessary to recite the particular provisions which it contains, as we feel all 

assurance of the justice and magnanimity of the August body before whom we humbly 

presume to present our grievances. 

[note in pencil: signed by 3,352 names] 
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Station 2, Document 3 

Dred Scott v Sanford Supreme Court Decision (excerpt of transcript), 1856; NAID 301673. See 

also, Our Documents: 

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=29&page=transcript 

Transcript: 

1. Upon a writ of error to a Circuit Court of the United States, the transcript of the record of all 

the proceedings in the case is brought before this court, and is open to its inspection and 

revision… 

3. In the Circuit Courts of the United States, the record must show that the case is one in which 

by the Constitution and laws of the United States, the court had jurisdiction--and if this does 

not appear, and the court gives judgment either for plaintiff or defendant, it is error, and the 

judgment must be reversed by this court--and the parties cannot by consent waive the 

objection to the jurisdiction of the Circuit Court. 

4. A free Negro of the African race, whose ancestors were brought to this country and sold as 

slaves, is not a "citizen" within the meaning of the Constitution of the United States.  

5. When the Constitution was adopted, they were not regarded in any of the States as 

members of the community which constituted the State, and were nut numbered among its 

"people or citizen." Consequently, the special rights and immunities guaranteed to citizens do 

not apply to them. And not being "citizens" within the meaning of the Constitution, they are 

not entitled to sue in that character in a court of the United States… 
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Station 2, Document 4 

14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, Section 1 (transcript), Ratified July 9, 1868; NAID 

1408913. See also, DocsTeach:  https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/fourteenth-

amendment 

 

Transcript: 

 

AMENDMENT XIV 

Section 1. 

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 

citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or 

enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; 

nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; 

nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.  
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Station 2, Document 5 

Petition for Universal Suffrage Asking for an Amendment to the Constitution that Shall Prohibit 

the Several States from Disenfranchising Any of Their Citizens on the Ground of Sex  (excerpt), 

January 29, 1866; NAID 26081744. See also, DocsTeach: 

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-prohibit-disfranchisement 
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Station 3, Document 6 

Sumner Civil Rights Bill as Introduced (excerpt), 12/1/1873; NAID 1986640. Note the amended 

bill was signed into law as the Civil Rights Act of 1875. See also, DocsTeach: 

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/sumner-civil-rights-bill 
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Petition from women of the District of Columbia asking for the passage of the Sumner Civil 

Rights Bill (except), January 15, 1872; NAID 306406. See also, DocsTeach: 

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/dc-women-sumner-bill 
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Station 3, Document 8 

Chinese Exclusion Act(excerpt of transcript), 1882; NAID 5752153. See also, DocsTeach: 

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/chinese-exclusion-act 

Transcript: 

An Act to execute certain treaty stipulations relating to Chinese. 

Whereas in the opinion of the Government of the United States the coming of Chinese laborers 

to this country endangers the good order of certain localities within the territory thereof: 

Therefore, 

 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, That from and after the expiration of ninety days next after the passage of 

this act, and until the expiration of ten years next after the passage of this act, the coming of 

Chinese laborers to the United States be, and the same is hereby, suspended; and during such 

suspension it shall not be lawful for any Chinese laborer to come, or having so come after the 

expiration of said ninety days to remain within the United States. 

SEC. 2. That the master of any vessel who shall knowingly bring within the United States on 

such vessel, and land or permit to be landed, any Chinese laborer, from any foreign port or 

place, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be punished by 

a fine of not more than five hundred dollars for each and every such Chinese laborer so 

brought, and maybe also imprisoned for a term not exceeding one year.  
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Station 4, Document 9 

Opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States in Plessy v. Ferguson (excerpt of transcript), 

1896. See Our Documents: 

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=52&page=transcript  

Transcript:  

This was a petition for writs of prohibition and certiorari originally filed in the supreme court of 

the state by Plessy, the plaintiff in error, against the Hon. John H. Ferguson, judge of the 

criminal district court for the parish of Orleans, and setting forth, in substance, the following 

facts: 

That petitioner was a citizen of the United States and a resident of the state of Louisiana, of 

mixed descent, in the proportion of seven-eighths Caucasian and one-eighth African blood; that 

the mixture of colored blood was not discernible in him, and that he was entitled to every 

recognition, right, privilege, and immunity secured to the citizens of the United States of the 

white race by its constitution and laws; that on June 7, 1892, he engaged and paid for a first-

class passage on the East Louisiana Railway, from New Orleans to Covington, in the same state, 

and thereupon entered a passenger train, and took possession of a vacant seat in a coach 

where passengers of the white race were accommodated… this, petitioner was required by the 

conductor, under penalty of ejection from said train and imprisonment, to vacate said coach, 

and occupy another seat, in a coach assigned by said company for persons not of the white 

race, and for no other reason than that petitioner was of the colored race; that, upon 

petitioner's refusal to comply with such order, he was, with the aid of a police officer, forcibly 

ejected from said coach, and hurried off to, and imprisoned in, the parish jail of New Orleans, 

and there held to answer a charge made by such officer to the effect that he was guilty of 

having criminally violated an act of the general assembly of the state, approved July 10, 1890, in 

such case made and provided…. 

…we cannot say that a law which authorizes or even requires the separation of the two races in 

public conveyances is unreasonable, or more obnoxious to the fourteenth amendment than the 

acts of congress requiring separate schools for colored children in the District of Columbia, the 

constitutionality of which does not seem to have been questioned, or the corresponding acts of 

state legislatures… 
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Letter from the New Jersey Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage, 1918; NAID 74884398. 

See also, DocsTeach: http://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/nj-opposition-suffrage 
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19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, ratified August 18, 1920; NAID 596314. See also, 

DocsTeach: https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/nineteenth-amendment 
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Station 5, Document 12 

Opinion in Brown v. Board of Education (excerpt of transcript), May 17, 1954; NAID 1656510. 
See also, DocsTeach: https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/opinion-brown-v-
board 

Transcript: 

…Segregation of white and colored children in public schools has a detrimental effect upon the 

colored children. The impact is greater when it has the sanction of the law, for the policy of 

separating the races is usually interpreted as denoting the inferiority of the Negro group. A 

sense of inferiority affects the motivation of a child to learn. Segregation with the sanction of 

law, therefore, has a tendency to [retard] the educational and mental development of Negro 

children and to deprive them of some of the benefits they would receive in a racial[ly] 

integrated school system. 

Whatever may have been the extent of psychological knowledge at the time of Plessy v. 

Ferguson, this finding is amply supported by modern authority. Any language in Plessy v. 

Ferguson contrary to this finding is rejected. 

We conclude that, in the field of public education, the doctrine of "separate but equal" has no 

place. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal. Therefore, we hold that the 

plaintiffs and others similarly situated for whom the actions have been brought are, by reason 

of the segregation complained of, deprived of the equal protection of the laws guaranteed by 

the Fourteenth Amendment. This disposition makes unnecessary any discussion whether such 

segregation also violates the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment… 
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Statistics on Voting. Excerpted from: Statement by Attorney General Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 

before the House Judiciary Committee on the proposed Voting Rights Act of 1965, March 18, 

1965; NAID 5754066. 
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H.R. 6400, the Voting Rights Bill (excerpt), May 14, 1965; NAID 1991043. See also, DocsTeach: 

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/house-resolution-6400-the-voting-rights-

bill 
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Joint Resolution of March 22, 1972, 86 STAT 1523, Proposing an Amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States Relative to Equal Rights for Men and Women, March 22, 1973; 

NAID 7455549. See also, DocsTeach 

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/equalrights-amendment 
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Letter from Supervisor Harvey Milk to President Jimmy Carter, June 29, 1978; NAID 152903. See 

also, DocsTeach: https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/harvey-milk-carter 

http://www.archives.gov/legislative/resources
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/152903
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/harvey-milk-carter
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U.S. Supreme Court Decision in U.S. v. Edith Windsor (excerpt), June 26, 2013; NAID 29308667.  

See also, DocsTeach: https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/opinion-us-v-windsor 
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