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: 4&““5 COMMITTEE AGAINST JIMCROW IN MILITARY SERVICE AND TRAINING Gﬂ,

5 %} J ? SUITE 301
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217 WEST 125th STREET
MEW YORK 27, MEW YORK
Tolephons: WAdiworth 6-474%

OFFICERS
Graat Reymslds July 15, 1948
Chairmes i
A, Phillp Randelph : !
Treasurer
Cherdes J. Patterson
Exscutiva Sscratary President Harry 5. Truman
LEGAL COMMITTEE White House

Reymond Poce Alesander o
g Washington, D. C.

Matthaw W, Bullack, Jr.

Bebust L. Cartar Dear Mr. President:

Earl B. Dicksrsca

Chesles H, Hourt

Baiferd ¥, I.M'w: k. We were indeed happy that you decided to call Congress

Joamet M. 1okt back into specisl session in order to act on civil rights
legislotion, among other matters. We trust that in your
message to Congress on July 26 you will specifically ask for
legislative approval of anti-lynching and other safeguards
for Negro draftees, TYou are undoubtedly aware of the intense i
bitterness on the part of Negro citizens because of the bi- i |
rartisan "gentlemen's agreement! to scuttle the Langer amend=
ments to the draft bill early in June.

The action most necessary today to strengthen the fabrie
of democracy 1s of the type that would enhance the dignity of |
second-clase cltizens. Because the 198 Republican platform
expressed its disapproval of army segregation and because the {
recently adopted platform of your own party in essence called for '
the abolition of racial distinctions within the military estab= |
lishment, we feel that you now have a bi-partisan mandate to |
end military segregation forthwith by the issuance of an |
Executive Order.

May we toke this opportunity to renew our reguest for a
conference with you in the immediate futwre to discuss such an "3
Executive OTder. The date for registration under the draft is |
only & month away and it is the hope of all Negro youth that
there will be an alternative beyond submission to a discriminatory |
law and imprisorment for following the dictates of self-respect. |

Sincersly,

Grant ReynoTds, Natlon=l Chairman

GR/kc
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EXECUTIVE ORDER

ESTABLISHING THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON
EQUALITY OF TREATMENT AND OPPORTUNITY IN
THE ARMED SERVICES

WHEREAS it is essential that there be maintained in the
armed services of the United States the highest standards of
democracy, with equality of treatment and opportunity for all
those who serve in our country's defense:

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in
me as President of the United States, by the Constitution and the
statutes of the United States, and as Commander in Chief of the
armed services, it is hereby ordered as follows:

1, It is hereby declared to be the policy of the President
that there shall be equality of treatment and opportunity for all
persons in the armed services without regard to race, color,
religion or national origin. This policy shall be put into effect
as rapidly as possible, having due regard to the time required
to effectuate any necessary changes without impairing efficiency
or morale.

2. There shall be created in the National Military Estab-
lishment an advisory committee to be known as the President’s
Committee on Equality of Treatment and Opportunity in the Armed
Services, which shall be composed of seven members to be desig-
nated by the President,

3. The Committee is authorized on behalf of the President
to examine into the rules, procedures and practices of the armed
services in order to determine in what respect such rules, proe-
cedures and practices may be altered or improved with a view
to carrying out the policy of this order. The Committee shall

confer and advise with the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary
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of the Army, the Secretary of the Navy, and the Secretary
of the Air Force, and shall make such recommendations to
the President and to said Secretaries as in the judgment of
the Committee will effectuate the policy hereof.

4, All executive departments and agencies of the
Federal Government are authorized and directed to cooper-
ate with the Committee in its work, and to furnish the Com-
mittee such information or the services of such persons as
the Committee may require in the performance of its duties.

5. When requested by the Committee to do so, persons
in the armed services or in any of the executive departments
and agencies of the Federal Government shall testify before
the Committee and shall make available for the use of the
Committee such documents and other information as the Com-
mittee may require.

6, The Committee shall continue to exist until such
time as the President shall terminate its existence by Execu-

tive order.

Vi

<t
)
/

THE WHITE HOUSE,

July ?’é , 1948,

944!
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VaL-KiLL CoTTAGE
HYDE PARE. DUTCHESS COUNTY
NEW YORK

August 15, 1950

Dear Mr. President:

Mr, Joseph D. Lohman of the National
Commlttee on Segregation in the Natlon's
Capital has Just written me of the suc-
cess they have had in 8t, Louls in keep-
ing their swimming pools unsegregated.

Hg tells me that the courageous atti-
tude shown by the administration in
supporting democratic prineiples in
the Washington situation has helped
the situation all over the country. L
You and Seeretary Chapman have shown 4Ly
great courage in bring this about.

It 15 these atep by atep achievements

which will in the énd bring us real

equal rights in our own nation.

Very cordimlly yours,

~Lwns %_/ Ce e
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,L.-*..- I.,_r::._:,-.. HE;E L]

STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINMA LLER MEOULLOUGH
QAFFICE OF T GOVERNOR bk e e g

L I BT

HEEE CARRE Sonuon
3 A X

November 20, 1953 W

The President AIR MAIL
The White Houge
washington, D. C.

i/ Cear Mr, President: g

The press guoted you as saylng at your press conference Wednesday
A that you lntended to pereonally consider the reply your Aduinistraticon
& will make to the guestlons propounded by the Supreme Court in the
school segregatlon cases. Eecause of this 1 have elipped Crom the
first drarft of a brief whieh has been prepared by Mr. John W, Davlg)

representing certaln school trustees in South Carsllra, pewveral-—

pages which I herewlth enclose. — K ﬂa #&

In the brief our counsel wlll argue that the United States
Buprems Court and svery abther court, federal and state, that hao
ever considered thls questlon has held tha: the 14th Amendment did
not prohibis a state from enseting a law requiring separaticon of
races 1n publlie schools provided equal facllitles were faraished
all studenta. The nqueation now 18 whether you will asic tha Zupreme
Court ko reverse 1ts declsions and declare that She 14th Amendment
now means something the Court has heretnfore sald it did not mean.

Tne Court has no rigat to legialate. That 13 the duty of the
legislative branches of the federal and state governments. The
excerpts I enclose you contain a discussaien of the right of a statg
in the exerclse of its police powers to make distinetlons Detwean
people, provided such distinctlons are not arbitrary and unreassnakle,
I hope your consideration will cause you to conclude that shis is the
proper poslition [or you to teke. There are five cases pending. The
Court might well conclude the conditions in Kansas were such that a
law making a distinction between the races was unreasonahls, The
Court might say that in the South Cerolline case where the number of
colored students in the school district im queationa 1s ten to every
one white student, the Court cannot say that the actlon of the state
1y menilfeBTlY Unreiscnatle.

This posltlon would be In accord wltn the decisions of the courts
and certiinly it would be in accord with the position ¥you have con-
slstently taken, that the states shculd have tae right to control
matters Lhat ar: purely local,

With beot wishes te you, I am

JFBish
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Byron De La Beckwith
331 W. Monroe
Greenwood, MS

9/1/58
President of the United States
Dwight D. Eisenhower
The White House
Washington, DC

Dear President Eisenhower,

| wish to praise you in your speech last night telling the Chinese to negotiate or fight.

Now then to another subject — this summer we were host to the National Society S.A.R
(Sons of the American Revolution). Every SAR who came to Mississippi saw, participated in and
approved of our way of segregation. 98% of the SAR are infuriated over forced integration and
are doing something to stop forced integration — nearly every one of us except you — do you
still choose to be and act like an SAR? We wish you would get hold of yourself and again order
segregation. This seems unlikely therefore it appears to us that you would rather see white and
Negro bodies piled high in the streets so their blood will mingle freely in the gutters. This is the
only way our blood will mix.

This is the last that you shall hear from me in so far as me begging and pleading for you
to restore States’ Rights, Racial Integrity and Constitutional Government to the land. Itis
evident that you neither desire this for the people nor wish for them to obtain it. Never-the-
less, we shall have it whether you wish it or not.

Many will suffer now but soon all will be better for the South and the nation.

It is my purpose to make life happy for most of us by thwarting some of them who
would destroy all of us.

Sincerely,
Byron De La Beckwith
Board of Governors, Miss. Society Sons of the American Revolution
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vote in any election, state or federal, because of race, color, religiom, or

pational origin may be prosecuted under 18 U.5.C. 2L2. A nunber of prosecu-

tions have been had under these provisions.

ﬂ_:n major defect in this atatutory plict.ur:-, hwcvel_', bas been the fallure

- { of Congress thus far to nut!hari:e specifically the Attorney General to invoke

eivil powers and remedies. Crimipal prosecutions of course caonot be lnati-

tuted until after the hars actually bas been done yet no asount of crisipal

punishment can rectify the hars which the natiooal interest suffers when

eltizena are illegally hkept from the polls. Purthermore, cr:l.:_uj.nnl prosecu-

tions are often unduly harsh in this pecullar fleld vhere the violators may be
respected local officials. What is needed, and vhat the legislation eponsored

bty the Administration would authorize, is to lodge power in the Department of

Justioe to proceed in civil suits in vhich the problem can often be solved in

advance of the election and without the necessity of imposing upon any official

the stigm of criminal prosecutionm.

Let me now give you some examples of situationa which have come before ;
us in the Department in which we think the proposed legislation would bave \__JF
been of great assistance in protecting the right to vote.

First, let me refer to the situation vhich d.:nra_lopmi last year in

Ouachita Parish, Louisiana.

Tn ;rch, 1956, certain members and officers of the Citizems Council of
Ouachita Farish commenced an examination of the regleter of the voters of
Ouachita Parish. Thereafter, they filed approximately 3,420 documents pur-
porting to be affidavits but wvhich were not sworn to before either the
registrar or deputy reglstrar, as required by law. In each purported affi-
davit it was alleged that the affiant had examined the records on file with
the registrar, that the registrant's name therein vms believed to be illegally

-
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registered and that the purported affidavit vas made for the purpose of
challenging the registrant to remsin on the roll of registered voters. Such
affidavits vere filed challenging every cme of the 2,389 Negro voters Ln_-
Ward 10. None of the %,054 white vn;:.a;l in that ward were challenged. With
respect to another ward, Ward 3, such affidavits were filed challenging 1,008
of the 1,523 Negro voters. Only 23 of the white wvoters in Ward 3 were
challenged. The registrar accepted their affidavits even though she knew that
each affiant had pot examined the registration cards of each registered voter
be vas challenging. On the basis of these affidavits, citations were mailed
out in J.a.rge.groupa requiring the challenged voters to appear within ten days
to prove their quelifications. Reglstrants of the Negro race responded to
these citations in large numbers. During the months of April and May large
lines of Negro registrants seeking to prove their qualifications formed before
the registrar's office, starting as early as 5:00 a.m. The registrar and her

deputy refused to hear offera of proof of qualifications om behalfl of any l-.-

more than 50 challenged registrants per day. Consequently, most of the Negro -
registrants were turned away from the registrar's office and were denied any
opportunity to establish their proper registration. Thereafter, the registrar
struck the pames of guch registrants from the rolls. With respect to those
registrants who were lucky enough to gain admission to the registrar's office,
the reglstrar imposed requirements in connectlon with meeting the challenge
which were in viclation of Loulsians law, The reglstrar refused to accept as
witnessses, oo behalf of challenged voters, registered voters of the parish who
resided in & precinct other than the challenged voter or who had themselves
been challenged or had already acted as witnesses for any other challenged
voter. By these means the nusber of reglstered Negro voters in Ouachita Farish

vas reduced by October 4, 1956 from approximately 4,000 to 604.

ol %
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fd:pbnna
HUrrw Hil 2.0500

THE WHITE Hpyse

425 LEXINGTON AVENUE y
New York 17, N. Y. W 1411 36 gy 25
RECEIVED

May 13, 1958

The President
The White House
Washington, D, C,

My dear Mr, President;

I was sitting in the audience at the Summit Meeting of Negro |
Leaders yesterday when you said we must have patience. Onm

hearing you say this, I felt like standing up and saying, "Oh

nol Not again, "

_ 1 respectfully remind you sir, that we have been the most
patient of all people. When you said we must have self- |
respect, I wondered how we could have self-respect and re- |
main patient considering the treatment accorded us through |
the years,

17 million Negroes cannot do as you suggest and wait for the
hearts of men to change. We want to enjoy now the rights
that we feel we are entitled to as Americans. This we can-
not do unless we pursue aggressively goals which all other
Americans achieved over 150 years ago.

As the chief executive of our nation, I respectfully suggest
that you unwittingly crush the spirit of freedom in Negroes
by constantly urging forbearance and give hope to those pro-
segregation leaders like Governor Faubus who would take
from us even those freadoms we now enjoy. Your own ex-
perience with Governor Faubus is proof enough that for-
bearance and not eventual integration is the goal the pro-
segregation leaders seek.

In my view, an unequivocal statement backed up by action
such as you demonstrated you could take last fall in deal-

MAY 26 1958
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The Pregident Pago 2 May 13, 19538

ing with Governor Faubus if it became necessary, would let
it be known that America is determined to provide -- in the
near future -- for Negroes -- the freedoms we are en-
titled to under the constitution, 3
Respectfully yours,
ackie Robinson

JR:cc
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=) WESTERN UNION (==

This is =5 =

NL=Night Letter

_mmmmm TELEGRAM e T

proper symbol.

W.P. MARSHALL. PrResiDENT
The filing time shown in the dare line on domeitic telegrams is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt il__m gs .P ne of destination
T

KAO62 DEB226

[ * = e .
DE LLS168 PD AR=FAX DETROIT MICH 22 359PME=T
THE HONORABLE HARRY S TRUMAN=

INDEPENDENCE MO=

VARIOUS PRESS REPORTS IN DETROIT THIS WEEK PARTICULARLY
DETROIT MNEWSe SUNDAYe MARCH 20 AND DETROIT TIMESes MONDAYs
MARCH 21 QUOTE YOU WITH REFERENCE TO STUDENT SIT DOWN P
?ROTEST AGAINST LUNCH COUNTER SEGREGATION IN THE SOUTH AS
SAYINGe ™IF ANYONE CAME INTO MY STORE AND TRIED TO STOP
BUSINESS IYD THROW HIM OUTooc-THE NEGRO SHOULD BEHAVE

HIMSELF AND SHOW HEYS A GOOD CITIZENe COMMON SENSE AND

" THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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=) WESTERN UNION ==

' ynless its deferred char- NL=Night Letrer

& el L TELEGRAM i

The filing time shown in the dare line on domestic telegrams is STAN DARD TIME at pndnt of origin. Time of receipe is STANDARD TIME ag pgint

I - - 1960 WX 22 T

GOOD WILL CAN SOLVE THIS THINGe™ THESE STATEMENTS IF
ACCURATELY REPORTED ARE SHOCKING AND DEEPLY DISAPPOINTING
TO MILLIONS OF YOUR FRIENDS= NEGRO CITIZENS IN PARTICULAR
AROUND THE COUNTRYe WE BELIEVE YOU MAY NOT HAVE BEEN
|”ROPERLY INFORMED ON THE ISSUES AND FACTS INVOLVED 1IN

'THE LUNCH COUNTER PROTEST MOVEMENT AGATNST RACIAL
SEGREGATION ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF WAY POLTCE AND SOUTHERN
STATE GOVERNMENT POWER ARE BEING USED TO CRUSH THE PEACEFUL
DEMONSTRATIONS THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE SO FAR IN VARTOUS |
SECTIONS OF THE SOUTHe IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT ACQUAINT YOU .

{FURTHER WITH SOME OF THE ISSUES AND FACTS INVOLVED IN
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I - |

THIS SITUATION AND IN THE INTEREST OF CLARIFYING YOUR
POSITION FOR THE BEMEFIT OF YOUR FRIENDS AND OUR MEMBERS
HERE® WE RESPECTFULLY REQUEST AN OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH
YOU AT YOUR CONVENIENCE DURING YOUR VISIT IN DETROIT THIS
WEEKENDe WILL YOU KINDLY LET US HEAR FROM YOU AS EARLY AS
POSSIBLE AS TO AN APPROPRIATE TIME AND PLACE WHERE SUCH A
CONFERENCE MAY BE HELDe THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION=
EDWARD M TURNER PRESIDENT ARTHUR L JOHNSON

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DETROIT BRANCH NAACPe

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE

www.archives.gov/legislative/resources

7
S
N ;":’3,3
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES


http://www.archives.gov/legislative/resources
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/40020096

The Impact of Racial Discrimination on Black American Lives in
the Jim Crow Era (1944 - 1960)

Center for Legislative Archives

Station 4, Document 11 (page 4): Telegram from the NAACP and
President Truman’s response, 1960 [NAID 40020096]

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

Independence, Missouri
March 24, 1960

EDWARD M TURNER PRESIDENT

ARTHUE L., JOHNSON EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

DETROIT BRANCH NAACP

DETROIT MICHIGAN

YOUR TELEGRAM REGARDING THE STATEMENT WHICH I MADE ABOUT S5IT DOWNS
IN THE RESTAURANT IS CORRECT. [ WOULD DO JUST WHAT I SAID I WOULD.
NAACP IS AN ORGANIZATION WHICH HAS BEEEN WORKING FOR GOOD WILL AND
COMMON SENSE IN THIS SITUATION WITH WHICH WE ARE FACED, WHEN THEY
DO THINGS THAT CAUSE FEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN AS FRIENDLY TO THEM AS
IHAVE BEEN TO FEEL THAT THEY ARE DOING THE WRONG THING THEY ARE
LOSING FRIENDS INSTEAD OF MAKING THEM.

IF 1 WERE IN DETROIT I WOULD SAY THE SAME THING TO YOU PERSONALLY FOR
ALl THE NEWSPAPERS AND TELEVISIONS IN THE COUNTRY. I CAN'T COME TO
DETROIT BECAUSE OF ILLNESS IN THEF FAMILY BUT IF I WERE THERE I WOULD

TELL YOU EXACTLY WHAT I AM SAYING NOW, THIS IS NOT PERSONAL NOR

CONFIDENTIAL
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