
Reviewing the Preamble with Primary Sources 
 Center for Legislative Archives   

www.archives.gov/legislative/resources 

 

Document 1. Petition for Universal Suffrage, NAID 306684 

(Excerpt) “The undersigned, Women of the United States, respectfully ask an amendment of the 

Constitution that shall prohibit the several States from disenfranchising any of their citizens on 
the ground of sex. 
In making our demand for Suffrage, we would call your attention to the fact that we represent 

fifteen million people — one half of the population…”  
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Document 2. 14th Amendment, NAID 1408913  
 

 
(Excerpt) “Article XIV 
Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction 

thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall 
make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 
United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due 

process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.” 
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Document 3. National Security Act of 1947, NAID 25465645 
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Document 4. National Interstate and Defense Highway Act, NAID 5730930  
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Document 5. Senate Revisions to House Proposed Amendments to the U.S. Constitution (Bill of 
Rights), NAID 3535588  

 

 
 
(Excerpt) 

 
“Congress of the United States 

Monday, 24th August, 1789 

 
Resolved, By the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress Assembled, two thirds of both Houses concurring. That the following articles be 

proposed to the Legislatures of the several States as Amendments to the constitution of the 
United States, all or any of which Articles, when ratified by three fourths of the said 
Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the said Constitution.  
 

Articles in addition to, and amendment of, the Constitution of the United States of America, 
proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the 
fifth Article of the original Constitution.” 
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Document 6. Complaint in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, NAID 6997520 
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Document 7. George Washington’s Draft of the Constitution, NAID 1501555 
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Document 8. “Freedom from Fear,” NAID 513538 
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Document 9. Transcript of the Emancipation Proclamation, 1863, NAID 299998  
 

http://www.archives.gov/legislative/resources
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299998



