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TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES:

Yesterday, December 7, 1941 —- a date which will
live in infamy -- the United States of America was suddenly
and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the
Empire of Japan. + f

(Aak
A

The United States was at peace with thef nation and,
at the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with
its Government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance
of peace in the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese air
squadrons had commenced bombing in Oahu, the Japanese Ambas-
sador to the United States and his colleague delivered to the
Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent American message.
While this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the
existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or
hint of war or armed attack.

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from
Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately plamned
many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the
Japanese Government has deliberately sought to deceive the
United States by false statements and expressions of hope for
continued peace.

The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has
caused severe damage to American naval and military forces.
Very many American lives have been lost. In addition American

cpor/cd

ships have beg torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco

Q

and Honolulu.



-2 =~

Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an
aitack against Malaya.

Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong.

Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam.

Last night Japanese forces attacked the Philippine
Islands.

Last night the Japanese attacked Wake Island.

This morning the Japanese attacked Midway Island.

Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive
extending throughout the Pacific area. The facts of yesterday
speak for themselves. The people of the United States have
already formed their opinions and well understand the impli-
cations to the vefé%égfzéyibf our nation.

As Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy I have
directed that all measures be taken for our defense.

Always will be remembereithe character of the on-
slaught against us.

No matter how long it may take us to overcome this
premeditated invasion, the American people wind: in their
righteous mighéjagzrthrough to absolute victory.

I believe I interpret the will of the Congress and
of the people when I assert that we will not only defend our-
selves to the uttermost but will make very certain that this
form of treachery shall never endanger us again.

Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact

that our people, our territory and our interests are in grave

~ danger.
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With confidence in our armed forces -- with the
unbounding determination of our people — we will gain the
inevitable triumph -- so help us God.

I ask that the Congress declare that since the un-
provoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, December
seventh, a state of war has existed between the United States

and the Japanese Empire.

vé.//“. Ww

THE WHITE HOUSE,

December 8, 1941.
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 introduced the following joint resolution; which was

vead twice and referred to the Committegson . FOREIGN. RELATIONS
P VOER J O IMFLY.

é[)
& P(’ﬂ JOINT RESOLUTION

,J» To promote the maintenance of international peace
w Tt o i o e
1 and security in goutheast Asia.
\7«\ 1 ‘Resolved by the sz and-House of Representatives of the United

Frod

2 States of America in Congress assembled,”

WHEREAS naval units of the Communist regime in Vietnam,
4 [ 2
5 101 inviolation of the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and

and attacked United

of i i law, have
States naval vessels lawfully present in international waters, and have
thereby created a serious threat to international peace; /-

<
WHEREAS these attacks are part of a deliberate and systematic

of ion that the C ist regime in North Vietnam

|has been waging against its neighbors and the nations joined with them
| in the collective defense of their freedom;
WHEREAS the United States is assisting the peoples of
{2 ) /Bouﬂ.uast Asia to protect their freedom and has no territorial, militarypa

1 ior political ambitions in that area, but desires only that these peoples should

‘be left in peace to work out their own destinies in their own way; —

Now therefore, BE IT.




G§E$OLVED. by the Senate and House

o
of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled

. The Congress approves and supports the determination of the

Beoiddntt as GommandedfiufGhiet, o take alllecessary measures to

repel any armed attack against the forces of the United States and to

prevent further aggression.

[ SEC. 2. The United States regards as vital to its national

interest and to world peace the mai: of i i ‘and
security in Asia. G with the Consfitutionyand the Charter

of the United Nations and in accordance with its obligations under the

Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty, the United States is, there-

fore, prepared, as the i i to take all y steps,
including the use of armed force, to assist any member or protocol state
of the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty requesting assistance in
defense of its freedom.

fC] SEC. 3. This resolution shall expire when the President
shall dee;i-mine that the peace and security of the area is reasonably
assured by international conditions created by action of the United Nations
or otherwise, except that it may be terminated earlier by concurrent

resolution of the Congress.



THE WHITE HOUSE LEE]:LIEH HERE TO FRIMT
g PRESIDENT
*-l. 4 CEDRGEW.BUSH

L

JF?A L. DENIAL AND DECEPTION

Forlmmediate Relzasze
Office of the Press Secretany
October 16, 2002

Statement by the President

Today | have signed into law H.J. Res. 114, a resolution "To authorize the use of United States Armed Forces against Irag." By
passing H.J. Res. 114, the Congress has demonstrated that the United States speaks with one voice on the threat to international
peace and security posed by Irag. It has also clearly communicated to the international community, ta the United Nations Security
Council, and, above all, to Irag's tyrannical regime a powerful and impartant message: the days of Irag flouting the will of the world,
brutalizing its own people, and terrorizing its neighbors must - and will - end. lrag will either comply with all UM, resolutions, rid
itself of weapons of mass destruction, and in its support for terrorists, or it will be compelled to do so. | hope that Irag will choose
compliance and peace, and | believe passage of this resolution makes that choice more likely.

The debate aver thiz resolution in the Congress was in the finest traditions of American democracy. There iz no social or political
force greater than a free people united in a common and compelling objective. It is for that reason that | sought an additional
resolution of support from the Congress to use force against lrag, should force become necessary. While | appreciate receiving
that support, my request for it did not, and my signing this resolution does not, constitute any change in the long-standing
positions of the executive branch on either the President's constitutional authority to use force to deter, prevent, or respond to
aggression or other threats to LS. interests or on the constitutionality of the War Powers Fesolution. On the important question of
the threat posed by Irag, however, the views and goals of the Caongress, as expressed in H.J. Res. 114 and previous congressional
resolutions and enactments, and those of the President are the same.

Thraughaut the past manths, | have had extensive consultations with the Congress, and | look forward to con-tinuing close
consultation in the months ahead. In addition, in accordance with section 4 of H.J. Res. 114, lintend to submit written reports to
the Congress on matters relevant to this resolution every B0 days. To the extent possible, | intend to consolidate information in
these reports with the infarmation concerning Irag submitted to the Congress pursuant to previous, related resolutions.

The United States is committed to a world in which the people of all nations can live in freedom, peace, and security. Enactment
of H.J. Res. 114 is an important step on the road toward such & world,

GEORGE . BUSH
THE WWHITE HOLUSE,
Qctober 16, 2002,

#it#

Return to this article at:
fnewsdfreleases 002 020021016-11. kitml
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