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In Their Own Words: Women’s Petitions to Congress

Center for Legislative Archives

Station 1. Document 1
Document Information:

Memorial from the Ladies of Steubenville, Ohio, Protesting Indian Removal, February 15,
1830.
National Archives Identifier: 306633

Description:

By 1830, women were joining in the emerging grassroots democracy by organizing
themselves, as groups of women, within communities and across regions of the country. This
petition is an early example of a petition from women advocating for a political issue. In his
1829 Annual Message to Congress, President Andrew Jackson called for removing Native
American tribes from the Southeastern United States, and this petition was sent to Congress
just two months after his address. The women identify themselves as residents of
Steubenville, Ohio. Note, from the crossed out word, that the petition was printed for the use
of women living in Pennsylvania, and that it was passed to this group from Ohio. This
suggests that the petition was not merely a local expression of opinion, but that it was
created as part of a larger movement. The women appeal to Congress to consider Indian
removal as a moral issue. They argue that, as a morally elevated, honorable body, Congress
should show compassion for the suffering of the tribes and respond on that basis.
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Document Information:

Petition of the Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society, 7/13/1836.
National Archives Identifier: 306639

Description:

This 1836 petition shows women from Massachusetts organizing a state-wide grassroots
campaign against slavery. This petition reflects the overlap of politics and religion in the
decades after the Second Great Awakening. In an era when evangelical religion was
prominent, the petitioners justified their engagement in the abolition movement on spiritual
grounds. Slavery, they argued, must be opposed because it is sinful. The petition is one of
many that called on Congress to ban the slave trade in the District of Columbia. Surrounded
by slave states, the District was home to many enslaved people, and slave sales were
routinely conducted within sight of the Capitol. As the Constitution granted Congress
exclusive jurisdiction over the District, petitions such as this argued for Congress to exercise
its jurisdiction to end slavery where it could. The women also declared their mission to their
fellow women of Massachusetts. “We must petition,” they argue, until they persuade every
woman in the state to join their cause.
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Document Information:

Petition from Women of Brookline, Massachusetts, Praying that the Gag Rule be Rescinded,
2/14/1838.
National Archives Identifier: 306638

Description:

This petition from a group of women in Brookline, Massachusetts (a town adjacent to
Boston) bears the names of two sisters who were prominent advocates for women’s rights,
Sarah and Angelina Grimke. Angelina Grimke was the wife of Theodore Dwight Weld, a
Boston minister who was one of the era’s leaders in the abolitionist cause.

The petition shows how women spoke out against a violation of their constitutional rights,
but it also reveals that they were participants in a larger movement. The pre-printed text of
the petition left a blank space for each group of signers to identify its locale. The printed text
is also attached to a sheet of lined paper by wax seals. This suggests that the printed text was
perhaps cut out from an anti-slavery periodical. While there is no evidence of the particular
source of the printed text, it was sent to Congress during a decade that saw the emergence
of abolitionist publications such as William Lloyd Garrison’s newspaper, The Liberator which
was printed in Boston and circulated widely.
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Document Information:

Petition for Universal Suffrage which Asks for an Amendment to the Constitution that Shall
Prohibit the Several States from Disenfranchising Any of Their Citizens on the Ground of Sex,
1865.

National Archives Identifier: 26081744

Description:

This 1865 petition from a group of women organized by Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton called for a constitutional amendment protecting women'’s right to vote. The
signature page illustrates that the petitioners were women from Rochester, New York City,
Philadelphia, Newark, and Boston. The geographic diversity of their hometowns suggests
that women’s organizations were becoming national in scale in this era. As the petitioners
note, they represent half of all Americans, and that they are being deprived of political rights
by the other half. At the hour of Emancipation, they argue, Congress should address this
injustice. In a society whose political ideology was grounded in John Locke’s principle that
legitimate government is founded on the consent of the governed, the women point out they
are captives, governed without their consent, compelled to pay taxes and punished for
violating laws they have no hand in creating.
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Document Information:

Ten Thousand Petitioners Appeal for a Sixteenth Amendment 12/14/1877. National Archives
Identifier: 117874758

Description:

This petition is from a campaign led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton as president of the National
Woman Suffrage Association. The existence of this group demonstrates how women acted
through a national lobbying organization to generate a grassroots political movement. The
petitioners call for women to gather “mammoth petitions,” huge rolls comprised of individual
signed sheets that, collectively, bear the names of tens of thousands of people supporting
their cause. These oversized rolled petitions were created to demonstrate the public support
for a constitutional amendment protecting women’s right to vote. The petitions made the
“weight of public opinion” visible. The petitioners pointed out that “...the women of the
United States... are taxed without representation, governed without their own consent,
classed with lunatics, paupers, criminals and idiots before the law, denied the custody of
their own children and their own persons...”
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Transcript:

Petition of Mrs. Amelia Bloomer for relief from taxation or political disabilities.
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in Congress Assembled.

Mrs. Amelia Bloomer, a citizen of the United States, and a resident of Council Bluffs, County of
Pottawattamie and State of lowa — the owner of real and personal property amounting to
several thousand dollars, on which she is taxed without representation, hereby respectfully
petitions your Honorable Body for relief from this burden of taxation — or for the removal of
her political disabilities, and that she may be declared invested with full power to exercise her

right of self-government at the ballot box all state constitutions, or statute laws to the contrary
notwithstanding.
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Document Information:

Petition of Mrs. Amelia Bloomer for Relief from Taxation or Political Disabilities, 1878.
National Archives Identifier: 5752699

Description:

Women pursued three strategies in their work for suffrage in the decade after the Civil War.
They petitioned for a constitutional amendment protecting their right to vote, they took
direct action and voted in defiance of the law, and they petitioned Congress individually to
have their political disabilities removed. Following advice published in advocacy literature of
the time, Amelia Bloomer of Kansas, and many other women petitioned Congress to protect
their voting rights. In her petition, Bloomer points out that she owns valuable real estate on
which she is taxed without representation. Congress, she argues, should either remove the
bars to voting placed upon her by the state of lowa or relieve her of the burden of paying
taxes. Along with the other women who participated in this organized petition drive, Bloomer
pointed out the injustice of taxation without representation.
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In Their Own Words: Women’s Petitions to Congress

Center for Legislative Archives

Station 3, Document 7
Document Information:

The Red Record of Lynching Map, 1922 (Map submitted to Congress by the Colored Women’s
Clubs of Michigan to support an anti-lynching bill, H. R. 13, introduced by Representative
Leonidas Dyer of Missouri).

National Archives Identifier: 149268727

Description:

This petition exemplifies the work of an important Progressive Era group on behalf of a
critical social issue. This map was created by the Colored Women'’s Clubs of Michigan and
sent to Congress in support of legislation to make lynching a federal crime. Michigan was an
important destination for African Americans migrating north in the World War | years, and
this petition reflects the political organization and activity of African American women in the
state. As the numbers on the map show, lynching was a frequent occurrence, and its injustice
was heightened by the fact that local juries usually found the perpetrators not guilty. Making
lynching a federal crime would move the trials to federal court where justice was a more
likely outcome. While lynching was not confined to the South, the numbers clearly show the
heightened frequency of lynching in the former Confederate states, demonstrating the

violent suppression of the basic civil rights African Americans in the region during the Jim
Crow Era.
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In Their Own Words: Women’s Petitions to Congress

Center for Legislative Archives

Station 3, Document 8
Document Information:

Letter from Suzanne Heber Supporting Keating-Owen Child Labor Bill, 2/25/1916.
National Archives Identifier: 5685996

Description:

The post-Civil War growth of industry across the Northeastern states radically changed the
ways of living and working for a rapidly growing, increasingly diverse population. Young
children sent to work in factories became an important focus of Progressive Era reformers
who argued that children should be in school instead of working in dangerous places and at
dangerous types of work. The idea that childhood should be spent playing and learning was a
sharp break with the traditional practices and economic needs of many families, especially
among urban poor and rural Americans. This document illustrates three aspects of
Progressive Era reform because it is from an independent woman who writes to Congress
advocating for the rights of children. At the time Suzanne Heber wrote this petition, Congress
was debating the Keating Owen Act to limit commerce in products made by Child Labor, and
it was also receiving petitions calling for a Woman Suffrage amendment to the Constitution.
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15t Vice-President, MRrs. LE1LA C. Pexxock
50 Benton Road, Somerville.

Assistant Clerk, Miss JEssSIE M. FISHER
217 Church Street, Newton.

2d Vice-President, MRS, CLAUDE U, GiLSON
Wellesley Hills.

Corresponding Secretary, MRS, ARTHUR A, HIBBARD
168 Eliot Street, Milton.

ard Vice-President, Mrs. RovaL WHITON
36 Melville Avenue, Dorchester.

Treasurer, MRS, LENA R. WELLINGTON
150 Highland Avenue, Winchester,

4th Vice-President, MrS. HERBERT J. GURNEY 1 General Federation Secretary, MRS, ENMONS CROCKER
145 Warren Avenue, Wollaston., 1913 - 1914 48 Mechanic Street, Fitchburg.

MRS, GRORGE WINSLOW PERKINS,
Clerk, MRS, GEORGE R. CLARK o e

8 Boutwell Street, Dorchester. 126 RLUE BILL AVENUE, HOSTON

The Hetch Hatohy Valley

Resolutions unanimously adopted
Yy the Hassachusetts State Peder-
ation of Women's (lubs.

Whereas: The Fetoh Hetchy Valley contains some of this sountry's
most wonderful scenery and most stimulating resources
for recreation: and

Wherean: This valley belonge to all the people and is uged and
enjoyed by the Hast as well as the West: and

Whereas: It is not, as has besn aseerted, "an insccessible region
of barren granite of ano possible juse to Bumanity ewcept
through the production of water and power”, but it ie on
the contrary visited each summer by large partiese of women
as wall as men whe fipd health and inspiration as sampsrs
upon its fertile floor of matehless beauty: ang

Whersas: Better transportation facilities with hotele and peErma-
nent ‘canps which might roadily he supplied by the Ped-
eral Government would give to far larger numbers bthe
benafit of this sublime recreation ground; and

Wheresas: The upe of the Heteh Hetehy Valley as a munioipal water

; supply for San Peancisco woglﬁ destroy its use and en-
Joyment by the whole people ss a park and resreation
ground; and

Whereas: With growing pepulation the arsas Tor publie playgrounds
are diminishing while the need for them is increasing; and
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In Their Own Words: Women’s Petitions to Congress

Center for Legislative Archives

Station 3, Document 9
Document Information:

Resolution by the Massachusetts State Federation of Women’s Clubs against the Raker Bill,
11/25/1913. National Archives Identifier: 7268076

Description:

This document is the first page of a petition from the Massachusetts State Federation of
Women's Clubs protesting the Raker Bill, legislation that would authorize the city of San
Francisco to build a dam in the Hetch Hetchy Valley of Yosemite National Park. The proposed
dam'’s location on federal land gave Congress authority to decide the issue, and it was
debated from 1908 - 1913. National opinion divided between granting the city permission to
dam the valley and preserving it from development. At the heart of the debate was the
conflict between conservationists, who argued that the environment should be used in a
conscientious manner to benefit society, and preservationists, who argued that nature
should be protected from human interference. Although they lived 3000 miles from
Yosemite, the Massachusetts women argued that building the dam would deprive all
Americans of the unspoiled natural beauty of the wilderness valley. In the end, Congress
passed legislation that enabled building the dam.
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PRESIDENTS|
MRS, O, P. H. HELFDNT‘
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MRS. JOSEPH FELS
10 CORNWALL TERRACE, Lonbon /-

MRS. ARTHUR HODGES
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MRS. CLARENCE MACKAY
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VICE-PRESIDENTS

1ST. MISS B. M
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2ND, MRS, W. H. HOOD
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3RD. MRS. HUGH BROWN
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4TH, MRS, ALEX ORR
PIOCHE

5TH. MRS. GEOI E WEST
YERINGTON

8TH, MRS, F, P.| LANGAN
VIRGINIA

7TH. MRS. J. E.| BRAY
cARsoN

8TH, MISS EFFIE EATHER
EUREKA {

8TH. MRS. E. E. (CAINE
Lko {
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CHuRcHILL GounTY
DR. €. A, HASCALL, FALLON
HON. W. H. WILLIAMS. FALLON
i
CLARK County |
MR, C. P. SQUIRES| LAS VEGAS
HON. LEVI SYFHUS, ST. THOMAS
R
HOM. H. A. N. TORD. GARONERVILLE
ELKO COUNTY
JUBGE E. J. L. rA&:n. ELKO
ESMERALDA COUNTY| y
JUDGE PETER SOMERS. GOLDFIELD
EUREKA COUNTY | f
MR, T. F. PLUMMER, PALISADE
JUBGE A. L. FITZGERALD. EUREKA
HUMBOLDT COUNTY
MR. J. F. ABEL, WINNEMUCCA
HON. L. N. CARFENTER, LOVELOCK
LANDER COUNTY
HON. J. A. MILLER, AUSTIN
LINCOLN COUNTY.
HON. J. A. DENTON, CALIENTE
MR, H. E. FREUDENTHAL. FIOGHE
LYON CounTY
MR, €. C. BRAUN, DAYTGN
HON. J. 1. WILSON, FERINGTON
MINERAL COUNTY |
MR, EUGENE GRUTT. HAWTHORNE
NYE CouNTY
SENATOR KEY PITTMAN, TONOPAH
oRmMsEY County
STATE SCH. SUPT! J. E. BRAY. CARSON
JUBGE E. S, FARHINGTON, CARSON
JUDGE F. H. NORCROSS, CARSON
GOVERNOR T. L. DODIE, CARSON
CONGRESSMAN E. E. ROBERTS, CARSON
LIEUT.-GOV, GILBERT ROSS, CARSON
STOREY COUNTY
MR, LYMAN CLARK. JR.. VIRGINIA
JUDGE F. P. LANGAN. VIRGINIA
MR. JAMES M. LEONARD, VIRGINIA
WASHOE COUNTY |
DR. J. A. ASCHER. SFARKS
HON. 8. W. BELFORD. RENG
MR. €. GULLING, RENG
MR, A. GRANT MILLER, RENO
HOM. H. V. MOREHOUSE. RENO
SENATOR FRANGIS G, NEWLANDS, REND
MR, ROBERT M. ([PRICE. RENG
MR, GEO, H, TAYLOR, RENG
WHITE PINE COUNTY
JUDGE BEN W.COLEMAN, ELY
Honchi A colbe s

TTTR PV
IVIC LEAGUE
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NEVADA WOMEN'S

FOUNDED BY

NEVADA EQUAL FRANCHISE SOCIETY
NON-PARTISA

STATE HEADQUART
153 NORTH VIRGINIA STREET,| RENO, NEVADA
WASHOE COUNTY BANK

VICEPRESIDENTS

10TH MRS. M. 8. BONNIFIELD
WINNENUCCA

11TH MRS. MINNIE MAGDONALD
ELY

12TH MRS, A.D. MCCARTHY
HAWTHORNE

13TH MRS, H.
FALLON

C. TAYLOR

14TH MRS. JULIA MUNDY
LAS VEGAE
MEMBER NATIONAL

WOMAN anD

RECORDING SECRETARY
INTERNATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE ALLIANGE
MRS. S. W. BELFORD

PRESIDENT. MISS ANNE H. MARTIN, (157 MILL STREET, RENO 708 HUMBOLGT ST.. RENO

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

MRS, H. H. CLARK
224 5. CENTER 5T.. RENG

T

MISS MINNIE F|
429 wisT SEC|

ANIGAN
ND ST.. RENO
AUDIT

1sT MRS. GEORGE KAEDING
BATTLE MOUNTAIN

SRS

2ND MRS. ALF. BOTEN
427 HILL STREET, RENO

ALASKA, 1913

TELEPHONE 17286

WHITE sn\TL, FULL SUFFRAGE
SHADED STATES. PARTIAL SUFFRAGE
DARK STAFES. NO SUFFRAGE

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY STATE CONVENTION OF
NEVADA WOMEN'S CIVIC LEAGUE AT
RENO, NEVADA April 27, 1918.

n S—

fw——Whereas we women voters of Nevada and members of

,the Nevada Momen's Civic Leagzue firmly believe in
/| the principle of woman suffrage and are working for
its establishment for the women of the nation by
means of an amendment to the United States Constit-
ution and
Whereas the women of the cauntry have been un-
fairly dealt with by the Judiciary Committee of the
House of “epresentatives in the treatment accorded
the Susan B, Anthony amendment therefore be it
RESCLVED that we in convention assembled protest
as enfranchised women against the action of the
Judiciary Committee in indefinitely postponing a re-
port of the suffrage measure and thus depriving the
representatives of the people of the opportunity of
voting upon this question of vital importance to the
nation and be it further
RESOLVED that we call upon the committee for an
lmmediate and favorable report that the House may
pass the measure at the present session of Congress
and that we earnestly urge the Senate to take imme-
diate favorable action upon the Anthony Amendment
which is now upon the Senate calendar. Be it also
RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be gent
to President Wilson, Majority leader Kern of the Sen-
ate, Minority leader Gallinger, Speaker Champ Clark,
Majority leader Fitthin, Minority leader Mann of the
Fouse, all the members of the Judiciary Committee and
the congressional délegation from Nevada

(Sigred) Anne H. Martin
—=2- President
Mrs. S. W, Belford
“* Recording Sec'y

S——
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Station 4, Document 10
Document Information:

Petition of the State Convention of Nevada Women's Civic League, 1916.
National Archives Identifier: 169820371

Description:

This 1916 petition from a state convention of women’s clubs is significant because it shows
the work of women from Nevada, a state that had already granted suffrage, advocating for
national protection of the right to vote to benefit women nationwide. Significantly, the
petition features a map that contrasts the states that protect women’s voting rights with
those that don’t. The map illustrates the fact that Western states were the first to protect
women’s right to vote. The main point the Nevada women make is that the House Judiciary
Committee has been acting as a roadblock to the aspirations of women, because, year-after-
year, it has refused to report out legislation protecting women'’s right to vote. The petition
calls upon the committee to end its obstruction. This petition shows that women were not
just lobbying Congress in general, but strategically pressuring committees to act.
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Texas Woman Suffrage Association

o 11
Honorary President National Legislative Committeemar Treasurer
Miss M. Eleanor Brackenridge Mrs. Elizabeth Hearndon Potter Mrs. Anna E. Walker
@an Antonio Tyler 2000 Ave, C., Austin
Pregident Recording Secretary Tirst Auditor
Mrs. Minnie Fisher Cunningham Mrs. John Davis Mrs, Elizabeth Stribling Maury
Galveston 3801 Holmes St., Dallas San Antonio

Tirst Vice-President Corresponding Secretary Second Auditor
Miss Kate Hunter rs. G. Scott Shannon Mrs. M. P, Ostro
9327 Ave. M., Galveston Houston

Palestine
Hecond Vice-President National Executive Committeman
Mrs. Lindley Miller Keasbhey £ Miss Marion B. Fenwick
Headquarters: 204 Pecan St., San Antonio

“Tnshallabh,” Austin
3128 AVENUE 0%

GALVESTON, TEXAS Yay 2nd, 1816
pas - Loy .

Honorable Harry H. Dale, M.C,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:=-

You are urgentl
: ; Yo e Z y requested to do al
égrzggfigéwer to have the Amendment teo the ?edéral
c 1gtitution, known as the "Susan B. Antl n3
Suffrage Amendment", reported out 5; +’;ng£é' i
ur e , T ] £ the ieiar;
qgmmlqtee, ﬁukﬁhat it may be voted on in the ;ougg
of Representatives at an early date i ‘

o . *

i £ 3
T t%ﬁf respec}?ully call your attentien to
£§'+i c% hat our National Government is supported
i :ei c§§§s collfcted from women citizens ;; %971
men citizens, tho that is going di 1 again
16 1 tho L1 8 going directly against
E%it c?ytioi political liberty which our fgfeﬁfagh;rs
that o0 tica : ) he:
“+i§w }QLS the very teeth of their oppressors -~ "Tax-
;uglniyzbmout representation is TYRANNY"! And we 5
égmt%£;a$ }ggisantlsn which affeects all of fh& Qoren
his nation has the same right ¢ feration
: ¥ am gt to congiderati 1
Cong?ess that other importané icﬂislafioaid? R
g eg ation should

We wish yvou te knos
ish you t now that the T it
o . 0 ] that the Texas Woman
:;igyigemASBOUaaﬁlon, which is composed of many thous-
éér* ”;rwig aﬁdgwg?@n, has éndorsed the wederal A%end
ment £ Yoman Suffrage in it's Consti tion, 1 g
. c e in donstitution t7
vou may not labor undgr the d ! R e
e 10t labor ar the delusion that we plac
mtmwer? Rights above Fuman Rights. ?ué as thﬁ%&iz not
e el g B . I 2 S 3 ¥
iégégstOﬂ in which the State's Rights bogy is invclgﬁd
ince we are merely asking for {tl ‘ ; Iy
st bl =13 gking the removal of a se
ﬁég;téngii}?? afd not for any radiecal revision g?x+he
n ifiecations in any State h 5 anoy
, : £ 1Y =tave srhaps +
information 1s superfluocus. s i

Very truly yours,

e i S s : “ ///

Pregident.
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Station 4, Document 11
Document Information:

Petition from Minnie Fisher Cunningham of the Texas Woman Suffrage Association for
passage of the "Susan B. Anthony Amendment, 5/2/1916.
National Archives Identifier: 306659

Description:

The printed letterhead on the 1916 suffrage petition the Woman Suffrage Association of
Texas sent to Congress reflects that they were a well-organized advocacy group. Echoing
appeals for justice voiced in earlier women’s petitions, they argue that women without
suffrage live in a tyranny and suffer the injustice of taxation without representation. This
document from a southern state adds an additional dimension to the history of woman
suffrage by reflecting the racial division inherent in the movement. The petitioners are eager
to secure the right of white women to vote, but they are not advocating for the removal of
race-based barriers to voting. They convey this through their stipulation that they are
“merely asking for the removal of a sex discrimination” and not a “radical revision” of voting
qualifications. According to their logic, the obstacles preventing African American men from
voting in the state would bar African American women from voting as well.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OPPOSED TO WOMAN SUFFRAGE

President, Mra, JAS. W. WADEWORTH, Jr.
Washington, I C

Begretary, Mrs. ROBERT LANSING,

Washingten, I. C, Washington, D, C.

Treasurer, Miss ANNE SQUIRE,

F E]_ATFQRM—JTHE MNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OPPOSED TO WOMAN SUFFRAGE—Stands for HOME and N.ﬁTIONJ\I— DE-
E

x,a.lnur. Woman_Suffrage, Femininism and
For the PREBERV&TION of the
lumngﬁm NT of the (‘-DN&TITI.ITIUNlL RIGHT of each S

haood ol' all condltlons nnd mlJ.o-na ul‘. life. For the ultimate UNIOMN
that the Intérests of Womanhoosd, Chi
For the retention of the beat IDEALS of th

lines, &0
tlns. factione and parties,
to women u

v
mlor modern conditions, #o that he FUNDAMENT AL PFHNGIPLEE of Morality, of Patriotism an

Soclalism. For MAM-POWER In Government, ballaving that Domocric ust ba

establizh od foundatiens of the American Republic as o Hodal for tlu! Waorld.

out Waste then Lo Gaverament, For i q%‘:&ﬂ;\rﬂ-fﬁnﬁ e Baat WomaD.
and n Goyernmen he

Foapon of Waoamen of all nmues aml creeds along NON- PAFITISJ&N

ldhood and Clvillzmtion may be advanced FREE from the strife and division of poli-

adapted to the ad e and op) ;mwleblﬂslven

o or! -

the past,

gress miy be more firmly established in the present and future genornthons

Vice Prealdents

Mrs. LOUIS A. FROTHINGHAM,
Boston, Mass.

Mrs. JOHN B. HERON,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Miga ANNE MaclLVAINE,
‘Trenton, N. J.

Mrs, HENRY B. THOMPS0OXN,
Greenville, Del.

Mrs. N. C. TOUNG,
Targo, . DLk,

Mrs, EDWARD PORTER PECK,
Omaha, Neb,

Mre. JOHN F. A. MERRILL,
Portland, Me.

Board of Directors
3rs. JOHN BALCH,
DBoston, Mass,
Mrs. HORACE BROCK,
Philadelphis, Pa.

Allss ALICE HILL CHITTEXNDEN,

New York,

Mrs. ALBERTAS T. DUDLEY.
Exeter, N. H.

Mra. C. H. DAVIS,
‘Washingten, D, C.

Alrs. DSCAR LESER.
Baltimore, Md.

Mre. J. B. GILFILLAN,
Minneapolls, Minn.,

Mrs, ROWLAND G. HAZARD,
Peacedals, R. 1.

Mrs. E. YARDE EREESE,
‘Trenton, N, J.

Mra H. F. LYSTER,
Detrott, Mich.

Wrs, DANTEL A, MARKHAM,
Haritford, Conn.

Mrs. DAVID CONANT,
Eradfond, Vi,

Mlss CAROLINE PATTEREON,
Macon, Ga.

Ars. FRANCIS D. WILLIAMS,
Rlchmond, Va.

Mra. H. E. TALBOTT.
Dayton, Ohlo,

Miss M. W. BAKER,
Selma, Ala.

Mrs, F. A. MILLARD,
Burlington, Towa.

M, ERNEST JACKSON,
Dallas, 8. Dak.

Mrs. JAMES B. WELLS,
Brownaville, Texas.

Mrs, I C. GALLAHER,
Charleston, W. Va.

AMra. C. B. EETABROOK,
Milwaunkes, Wis.

TELEPHONE MAIN 8836 i
MISS MINNIE BRONSON, General Secretary.

Decembar 11, 1917,

Hon. Caas. E. Fuller, M.C.,
Washingtor, D. C.

Dear Bir:

Your attention is invited to the following
faots:

1, The proposed Federal suffrage amendment
positively destroys the right of the people to
vote on the question of woman suffrage, as pro-
vided for in their Btate Constitutions, and
allows woman suffrage to be forced on unwilling
States by the Legislatures of other States.

2. This proposal is a violation of the pres-
ent Constitution of the United States, which
provides that

"The powers not delegated to the United
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited
by it to the States, are rasarved to the
States respectively, or to the people,"

3. The people, through their State Constitu-
tions, ratified by popular vete, have reserved
the right to adopt or withhold woman suffrage by

popular vote,

4, This proposal asks you to rob the people
of this right} to repudiate your party platform
which recognizes the right of each State to
settle this gquestion for itself by popular vote,

Every principle of patriotism, every ideal
of self-government, and your oath to defend the
Constitution, urges you to vote againat the at-
tempt to obtain woman suffrage in spite of the
expressed will of the people.
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Document Information:

Memorial of Alice Wadsworth of the National Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage,
12/11/1917.
National Archives Identifier: 595295

Description:

Alice Wadsworth, the daughter of former Secretary of State John Hay and the wife of New
York Senator James Wadsworth, was one of the most prominent women in Washington
society. In an expertly argued letter, she reminded a member of Congress that voting is a
state matter. Federal protection of suffrage, she asserts, would rob the people of individual
states of their sovereignty. On the second page of her letter (not shown here), she links the
suffrage movement to radicals seeking their selfish benefit rather than the good of the
nation. She argues “(suffrage) would give every radical woman the right to believe that she
could get any law she wanted by ‘pestering’ her City Council, her Legislature, her
Congressman or her President - no matter how the people voted, nor what national crisis
existed. And if feminism can be put through by pestering, regardless of the will of the people,
so can pacifism, socialism and other isms.”
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STATE: MISSISSIPPI

COUNTY: BOLIVAR

This is to certify that I, Mary Fampton, of Route 1, Fox
52, Mound Bayou, Mississippi, of the 2rd Tudieial District of
Holivar County did on Wednesday September 17,1958 at 1:10 p.m.

enter the Cireuit Clerk's Office for the purpoas of repistering,

I was civen a form te i1l out and was gilven Section F0O, Article

4 of tre Constitution of t+a State of Mississippl which simply savs

t'at apy State Official ia liahle to impesach~ent if he can te

brived or if he 13 ghllty 'rnaso:,cgzﬂe in office, T do not ses

where this section recuirea a lot ¢of explanation, ™:is 1s my

third visit to the Circuit Clerk's Office, She has ~iven me

gections 96, 734158. I feel sure that I "ave :lven reasonable

explenations to these sections of the Constituition of Missiasinpl,
hegause of

It 18 mv sincere belief that racs or color I have rnot hean allowed
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In Their Own Words: Women’s Petitions to Congress

Center for Legislative Archives

Station 5, Document 13
Document Information:

Affidavit of Mary Hampton, Bolivar County, 9/17/1958.
National Archives Identifier: 119652191

Description:

Although this document was not created as a petition to Congress, it provided testimony to a
congressional deliberation in the spirit of a petition. In this affidavit, Mary Hampton relates
incidents in which she was denied the opportunity to register to vote. Her petition illustrates
how she was repeatedly denied the right to register to vote by being forced to submit to
literacy tests the voting official thought she would be unable to pass. The unfair tests
imposed on her were typical of the injustices African American men and women faced in
southern states before the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Weeks after a voting
rights march was violently suppressed by state police when crossing the Edmund Pettis
Bridge in Selma Alabama, Attorney General Nicholas de B. Katzenbach testified before the
House Judiciary Committee in support of the proposed voting rights legislation. Describing
voter discrimination in the 11 states of the former Confederacy, and sharing statistics
demonstrating the low rate of voting by African Americans, the Attorney General described
the systematic denial of rights in the region by saying, “In short, | could cite example after
example, but let me pick just one... The story of Negro voting rights in... Selma... could be told
in three words: intimidation, discouragement, and delay...”
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To the Clerk of the Fouse of Reprereniolives:
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Document Information:

Representative Martha Griffiths' Discharge Petition for the Equal Rights Amendment,
6/11/1970.
National Archives Identifier: 4397830

Description:

Although the 19™ Amendment was a step toward equality, women argued that there was
more to equality than voting. After ratification of the 19™" Amendment, advocates for
women shifted their work to seeking enactment of a constitutional amendment guaranteeing
equal rights. Legislation proposing an equal rights amendment was proposed in 1923, and
similar amendments were introduced in every subsequent Congress until 1970, but they all
fell short of passage. Getting the House Judiciary Committee to pass a joint resolution for an
Equal Rights Amendment was a longstanding obstacle. In 1970, however, Representative
Martha Griffiths of Michigan led a successful drive for a discharge petition (a petition signed
by a majority of House Members that orders a committee to release a bill). Her petition freed
the bill from the committee so the whole House of Representatives could debate and vote on
it. The proposed amendment was passed by the House, but not the Senate. The next year,
Griffiths reintroduced the ERA, and finally, the proposed amendment passed both Houses of
Congress and was sent to the states in 1972.
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RUTGERS UNIVERSITY  The State University of New Jersey

/ SCHOOL OF LAW « NEWARK
Y 180 University Avenue

f /Y~ , Newark, New [ersey 07102
45 Tel. 20r A ph
V7 ( / 648-5486

April 15, 1971

The Honorable Don Edwards
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman Edwards:

I wish to urge your support and cooperation in ex-
pediting passage of the Egual Rights Amendment (H.J. Res.
208) .

In this critical area of human rights it is re-
grettable that the United States has delayed assertion
of a pace-setting role. Reporting on developments in
his country, Sweden's Prime Minister stated during his
stay in Washington last year:

"Public opinion is nowadays so well informed
that if a politician today should declare
that women ought to have a different role
than men [in economic and social life] he
would be regarded to be of the stone age."

lle emphasized that equal rights entailed emancipation
of the man as much as the woman. Address by Mr. Olof
Palme, the Women's National Democratic Club, Washington,
D G, June 8, 1970,

Although the Women's Equality Act of 1971 is a
desirable supplement, it is not a substitute for the
statement of basic rights represented by the Equal
Rights Amendment.

I very much hope that you will do all that you
can to assure that in this nation every person will be
given equal opportunity to develop his or her individual
talents. Application of this fundamental principle to
women is long overdue.

Sincerely, 5

’ At g
;f/f/ /A-ﬂ “f"//

Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Professor of Law
RBG/em
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Document Information:

Letter from Law Professor Ruth Bader Ginsburg in Support of the Equal Rights Amendment,
4/15/1971.
National Archives Identifier: 26283960

Description:

Law Professor Ruth Bader Ginsburg wrote to Congress as the House of Representatives
debated the Equal Rights Amendment. Professor Ginsburg wrote in support of the
amendment as a fundamental statement of human rights. She alludes to a statement by the
Swedish Prime Minister Olaf Palme who had advocated for women’s equality as a matter of
human rights during a recent visit to Washington. Since the end of World War Il, in 1945, the
United States had touted its leadership of human rights internationally, leadership
exemplified in the American support for the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. Ginsburg argues that the nation should demonstrate the same principled leadership
at home. Equality is more than voting or legal protection from discrimination, she suggests, it
is the emancipation of men and women, a guarantee that “every person will be given equal
opportunity to develop his or her individual talents.”
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