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Lawmen Turned Horse Thieves

It could be the plot for a classic Old Western
TV show. On September 8, 1890, a Western Union
telegram was sent from Claremore, IT (Indian
Territory), in what is today Oklahoma. The telegram
went to W.H.H. Clayton, the prosecuting attorney in
Fort Smith, Arkansas, to inform him that the lawmen-
turned-outlaws, the Dalton Gang, were “stealing
horses here by the drove.” One of the three men, Grat
Dalton, was under arrest.

The telegram’s sender, Clement Vann Rogers, had
recently moved to Claremore after the death of his
wife, Mary. Rogers was active in local government as
a member of the Cherokee Nation and had served as a
judge and a senator for the Cooweescoowee District.
A Civil War veteran, he had been a lieutenant in the
Cherokee Mounted Volunteers, Confederate States
Army. C.V. Rogers also happens to be the father
of the famous cowboy, performer, humorist, and
motion picture star Will Rogers (1879-1935).

In the telegram, Rogers requests a “writ” for the
arrest of “the three Daltons” be sent to U.S. Marshal
W.B. Killion. The law and the lawless often met in
the courthouse at Fort Smith, the location of the U.S.
Federal Court of the Western District of Arkansas,
which had jurisdiction over western Arkansas and
the Indian Territory. There, civil and criminal cases
were heard and sentences handed down by the gavel
of “Hanging” Judge Isaac Parker. Occasionally, the
court saw the sides of the law reversed when famous
lawmen like Bass Reeves and Wyatt Earp came before
the court as defendants.

In this case, the alleged horse thieves were the
brothers Grat, Bob, and Emmett Dalton from Kansas.
Three years earlier, in 1887, their brother Frank

Dalton, a respected deputy U.S. marshal in Fort
Smith, had been killed in the line of duty, trying to
arrest whiskey peddlers. After Frank’s death, Grat
and Bob also were appointed deputy marshals, adding
to their reputation as fast riders and dangerous
men. Now, they were the ones accused of stealing
a herd of horses. An arrest warrant was issued for
Grat, charging him with larceny, and a petition
filed to hold him without bond until the arrest of
his brothers. This was just the beginning of their
banditry. The Dalton Gang, as the brothers and their
friends became known, show up multiple times in
the Fort Smith court records before the death of Grat
and Bob in 1892 during an attempted bank robbery
in Coffeyville, KS. This telegram comes from Grat
Dalton’s defendant jacket. It and other records from
the Western District of Arkansas are part of RG 21 at
the National Archives in Fort Worth. The case files,
also called jackets, are available on Ancestry.

— By Stephanie Stegman

" THE WESTERN UNION TELESRAPH COMPANY.
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Indictment .

Right: Telegram from C.V. Rogers to prosecuting attorney W.H.H. Clayton about the arrest of Grat Dalton, 09/08/1890 from the defendant jacket number 55, the file of Grat Dalton, Textual
Records from the U.S. District Court for the Fort Smith Division of the Western District of Arkansas, Record Group 21, National Archives at Fort Worth.
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4,000-Unit Housing Project, Richmond, California

Children sliding down a slide, 1943

Records of the U.S. Maritime Commission, 1917-1950

RG 178

National Archives at San Francisco

March 2013
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Exhibit:
Seattle, WA Broomfield, CO
" o go ” Beginning
Faces of the Pacific Northwest Genealogy
o Workshop
Ongoing 9 AM.
Workshop and Tour
General Public
303-604-4749
Broomfield, CO Broomfield, CO
Denver Museum of Sons of Norway
Seattle, WA History Volunteer Seattle, WA Beginning Seattle, WA
NARA Records Visit SCCC All Faculty Genealogy Genealogy for
Online (Fold 3) 10 AM. Presentation Workshop School Teachers
10 Am-Noon Workshop and Tour 1-3 pm. 9:30 AM. All Day
Workshop Archival and Allied Lecture Workshop and Tour Workshop

Genealogists
206-336-5115

Professionals
303-604-4749

College Staff
206-336-5115

Genealogists
303-604-4749

K-12 Teachers
206-336-5115
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San Bruno, CA
Census Records
Workshop (1790-
1940)

10 Am.

Worksho

General Public
650-238-3488
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27

Auburn, WA
Military
Records

at NARA

All Day
Workshop
Genealogists
206-336-5115

16

Auburn, WA
Land Records
at NARA

All Day
Workshop
Genealogists
206-336-5115

23

24

3

25

26

2/

/8

29

30

The National
Archives at

Riverside
951-956-2000

riverside.archives@nara.gov

San Francisco
650-238-3501

sanbruno.archives@nara.gov

Denver
303-407-5740

denver.archives@nara.gov

Seattle

206-336-5115

seattle.archives@nara.gov

Anchorage

907-261-7800
alaska.archives@nara.gov



Laying keel of U.S.S Battleship Number 39, arrival of Assistant
Secretary of the Navy Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and others,

March 15,1910

Records of Naval Districts and Shore Establishments, 1784-2000,
RG 118
National Archives at New York City

March 2013

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Morrow, GA
First Frida
areebi:s: aritime
ihike ecords
Exhibit: Noon "
. . eneral Public
Philadelphia, PA Lecture
“ . ” 770-968-2100
Documented Rights
. Philadelphia, PA
Ongoing First Frida
Roundtable
Noon
Open House
Genealogists
215-606-0100
Waltham, MA
The Caning: The
Philadelphia, PA Assault that Drove
United Methodist America to Civil
Church Archives War
Noon 6 pm.
Open House Lecture )
Genealogists General Public
215-606-0100 866-406-2379
New York, NY
10 Y 13 14 15 16
Census Records
Noon-1 pm.
Workshop
Genealogists
866-840-1752
Morrow, GA ;
Naturalization ézmeg;loo%ypgn the
Ceremony Internet
8:30 AMm. 7 PM.
General Public Workshop
Open House Genealogists

770-968-2555

215-606-0100

1/

18

19

/0

New York, NY
Home School History
10 AM.

Workshop

K-12 Students
770-968-2530

/l

Waltham, MA
Glory: 54th MA
Colored Troops
6 PM.

Lecture
General Public

27

Richmond, VA

Oh Freedom! They
Emancipated
Themselves

1:30 Pm.
Workshop

K-12 Teachers
866-406-2379

/3

/4

3

/5

Morrow, GA
Naturalization
Ceremony
8:30 AM.
General Public
Open House
770-968-2555

26

2/

866-406-2379

/9

30

The National
Archives at

Boston

866-406-2379
boston.archives@nara.gov

New York City
866-840-1752
newyork.archives@nara.gov

Philadelphia
215-606-0100

philadelphia.archives@nara.gov

Atlanta

770-968-2100

atlanta.archives@nara.gov



Missouri women march for domestic food conservation,

ca. 1917-1918
Records of the U.S. Food Administration, 1917-1921, RG 4

National Archives at Kansas City

March 2013

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Exhibit: Exhibit:
Chicago, IL Seattle, WA Paola, KS

“Becoming American: Immigrants, the
Federal Courts in Chicago, and the

“You Are Here-They WERE Here”
Ongoing

Forth Worth, TX
Repatriation Oaths

Immigration
Records: More
Than Just
Passenger Arrival
Lists

Expansion of Citizenship, 1872-1991" Noon-1 pm. 10 Am.
. Workshop Workshop
Ongoing Genealogists Genealogists
817-831-5620 816-268-8000
Chicago, IL
3 4 5 6 7 8 Building Your 9
Toolbox: Explori
o o oolbox: Explorin
Exhibit: ga:iona:{ Ar?hivesg
. nline Resources
Kansas City, o E?Q:gi fi(t%, é\/ll:il)s l}iaimsascCity, l::/l(l) \%V%?E;r]]c;\pm
“ 0 . i i i i 7 ien Case Files G logist
Between the Rivers: Steamboating in Missouri and lowa istana (a-Fivs Caslee
oon M.
Thl‘Ollgh 4/27/13 Workshop WoArl'z[shop Kansas City, MO

Genealogists
816-268-8000

Genealogists
816-268-8000

10
Exhibit:
St. Louis, MO

“Through America’s Lens: Focy

the Greatest G
3/11-9/27/13

I

eneration, 1920
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Ising on
-1945"

13

14

5

DocsTeach.org
for the Secondary
Classroom

10:30 AMm.

DocsTeach.org - It's
Elementary!

11:45 Am.
Workshop

K-12 Teachers
816-268-8000

Raymore, MO
Introduction

to Access to
Archival Databases
9:30 AM.

Workshop
Genealogists
816-268-8000

I/

[$

19

Kansas City, MO
The Engineered
Missouri River
System

6:30 PM.

Lecture

General Public
816-268-8000

St. Louis, MO

Through America’s
Lens Lecture Series
with Dr. Flannery
Burke

Topic: 20th-Century
Photographer,
Dorothea Lange
6:30 PM.

General Public
816-268-8000

/l

Kansas City, MO
Navigating the
National Archives
Website

10 AM.

Workshop
Genealogists
816-268-8000

2/

Richmond, VA
National Archives-
at the Core!

9 AM.

Workshop

K-12 Teachers
816-268-8000

24

3

/5

26

2/

/8

/9

Boonville, MO
Broke, But 23
Not Out of

Luck: Exploring
Bankruptcy
Records

10 AMm.
Workshop
Genealogists
816-268-8000

Boonville, MO
Navigating the
National
Archives Website
Noon

Workshop
Genealogists
816-268-8000

30

The National
Archives at

Chicago
773-948-9001
chicago.archives@nar

Kansas City
816-268-8000

a.gov

kansascity.archives@nara.gov

St. Louis
314-801-0847

stlpublic.programs@nara.gov

Fort Worth
817-831-5620

ftworth.archives@nara.gov



