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August 9, 1984

MEMORANDUNM FOR FRED F. FIELDING

JOHR G. ROBERTSS}%

Chuck Donovar of White House Correspondence has sent us &
"typical" acency draft response tc a letter to the Presi-
dent, and has asked whether it is preferable for the WHite
House to transmit the reply or have the agency respond
directly. The letter in guestion concerned possible SBZ
action in response to default on an SBA loan.

FROM

.

While each cese must be examined individualily, it seems
clear that as a2 general matter it would be better not to
run agency replies through the White House, when the issue
concerns loans, contracts, adjudications, and the like.
This 1is of course, the rule with respect to independent
acencies, and it certainly makes sense tc extend the rule to
executive branch agencies, at least with respect tc indivi-
dual matters such as a specific SBA lcan. A contrary
approach =-- havinc replies prepared at the agency but sent
from the White House -- creates the potential for misinter-
pretation of the White House role in the matter at issue,
not only on the part of the correspondent but the agency as
well,

A draft memorandum for Donovan, recommending that in this

case and similar ones replies come directly from the per-
tinent agency, is attached for your review and signature.

Attachment
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MEMORANDUN FQOF CHARLES 2. DONOVAX

DEPUTY DIKRECTOF

WEITZ HOUSE CORFESPONDENCE
FROM: YREED F. FIELDING

COUNSEL TC THE PRESIDERT
SUEJECT: kegpcrse to_ \!QLP
You have asked whether e reply toc & letter tc the Fresident,
prepare¢ by the Smal: Business Administretior (SEZ), choulc
be sent by the zgency or by Wnite House Corresponcdence. The
ccrrespenaence concerns pcssible acticon by the SEE in
respconse tc Gefeulit by the ccrresponcent on ar SBE loar.
Ls & generel matter corresponcence concerning specific cases
pencinc beicre ecencies shoulC be znswered directly by the
pertTinent zgency rether thar the ¥Wrnite House. This ie of
course the rule with respect tc sc-called "independent”
ecencies; the rule should esisc be fcllowed with respect to
individuel ceses involving lcans, g¢rants, contracts, adjudi-
cation, or the li¥e before execut:ve branch agencies. &
contrary cocurse c¢f action creates the potential for misinter-
pretetiorn ci the White House role in the agency process not
only by the correspondent but by agency personnel as well.
Since the instant letter concerns the handling of a specific
SEZ loan, it shoulé be answered directly by SBA, not the

white House.

Thank you for raising this matter with us.

If you have any

further guestions on this score, please do not hesitate to

contact this cffice.

FFF:JGR:aea 8/9/84

cc: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron
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