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August 9, 1984 CDn

MEMORANDUM* FOR FRED F . F IELDINC-G

FROM: iOHNX G.- ROBERTS ;

Di

SUBJECT: Response to
0DLQ 0~

Chuck Donovan of White House Correspondence has sent us a
"typical" acency draft response to a letter to the Presi-
aent, and has asked whether it is prelerable for the WHite
House to transmit the reply or have the agency respond
directly. The letter in question concerned possible SBA
action in response to default on an SBA loan.

While each case must be examined individually, it seems
clear that as a general matter it would be better not to
run agency replies through the Wh-ite House, when the issue
concerns loans, contracts, adjudications, and the like.
This is of course the rule with respect to independent
acencies, and it certainly makes sense to extend the rule to
executive branch acencies, at least with respect to indivi-
dual matters such as a specific SBA loan. A contrary
approach -- havinc replies prepared at the agency but sent
from the Whiite HGuse -- creates the potential for misinter-
pretation of the White House role in the matter at issue,
not only on the part of the correspondent but the agency as
well.

A draft memorandum, for Donovan, recommending that in this
case and similar ones replies come directly from the per-
tinent agercy, is attached for your review and signature.

Attachment
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SUF JE C D C ReEDc-,rse to bDU
Yo'' have aed wh-etlher a reply tC a letter to tG he Precne s i d ,

rr eParec by t he Sr;ali bs -m 'heii strat io (sSA)n, snou n C

be sent bh the acency- cr by ,hite House Corresponncence. The

ccrresponrdence concerns p- a ccor. by the S.A I",
-_sDc se tc daefal- bY the corres-rccenrt on ar. lor..

a cerie- v rie=- r co_-_resrSr, ncencc concerning sr)ec-,fic cases
la 71C L CDe l c-ee ahOrc-UeE bo a sueed di,weectly bv the

'DE r c t ther t;ar t whi-e HouSe. T hish- ia o

-L-he-; -L: wI h e respecr- tc sc-ca.Liec indepenent"
ae c e es; Lrh rue s-hould a1ls bE -clowe d with respect tc

r\ c~ case= -nvol vi7nc lcars, crants , conracts, aCjuci-

Cc--r!, O te like before executive Zranch agencies. A
con,t rary, cCu-rse of actior. creates t-e potential for misinter-

pretation cf t White House role in the agency process not
only by the correspondent- but by aqency personnel as well.

Since the inst-ant letter concerns the handling of a specific

SEA loan, it should be answered directly by SBA, not the

Wh]ite House.

Thank you for raising this miatter with us. If you have any

further ouestions on this score, please do not hesitate to

contact this cffice.
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