
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SO-RN DISflRICT OF mW PORK 

MARTIN LUTRER KING, JR,, 63 Civ. Action 288 

P l a i n t i f f ,  

IVCJ[STER BdBESTRO, INC, and TWENTIETH 
CENTURY-FOX RECORD CORPORATI ON, 

Defendants. 

STATE OF GEORGIA )
1 ss.: 

COUNTY OF FULTON ) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, ,  being duly sworn, depose 

and says:  

1. I r e s i d e  a t  563 Johnson Avenue, R.E. i n  t h e  

C i t y  of A t l a n t a  , Fulton County, i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Georgia. 

2. I slln t h e  p l a i n t i f f  i n  t h e  above capt ioned 

a c t i o n  and I a m  represented  by my a t to rney ,  CUREWCE B, 

JONES, Em,,r .apsdber of t h e  f i r m  of L-LL, LUBELL Am 

JONES, wi th  o f f i c e s  a t  165 Broadway, i n  t h e  Borough of 

libnhorttan, County of New York, i n  t h e  S t a t e  of New York. 

3. I am submit t ing  t h i s  a f f i d a v i t  on t h e  advice  

of my counsel ,  pursuant  t o  a reques t  t h e r e f o r  by t h e  Honor- 

a b l e  I n z e r  B, Wyatt, United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Sudge, Southern 

D i s t r i c t  of New York, i n  a letter of October 29, 1963 t o  

counsel  f o r  a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  a c t i o n  he re in ,  A copy o 

said letter is a t t a c h e d  h e r e t o  as Exh ib i t  A, 

4, I &PI Pres iden t  of t h e  Southern C h r i s t i a n  

Leadership Coaf e rence  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f  e r r e d  t o  as tvSCU=r*) 



whose p r inc ipa l  o f f ices  are located a t  334 Auburn Avenue, 

N,E, i n  the  City of At lanta ,  Fulton County, S t a t e  of 

Georgia, A s  said President ,  I w a s ,  along with my organi- 

za t ion ,  one of t h e  organizers  and par t i c ipan ts ,  i n  conjunc- 

t i on  with represen ta t ives  of t h e  National Association f o r  

the  Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), American Jewish 

Congress, Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), Student 1Pbn- 

Violent C a a i n a t i n g  Committee (SNCC) , National Urban 

League, Negro h e r i c a n  Labor Council (HAW), National 

Council of Churches of C r i s t  i n  the  U,S,A,  e t  a l , ,  of the  

MARCH UH WASBINGTOH FOR JOBS AND FFEEDOM, held on August 28 

1963 i n  Washington, D,C, 

5, A s  President  of t he  Southern Chr i s t i an  Leader' 

s h i p  Conference and a pa r t i c ipan t  organizer of t he  MARCH, a: 

hereinbefore described, I wrote and prepared a speech f o r  

o r a l  del ivery  by m e  during the  o f f i c i a l  program of said 

MARCH, I n  the  l a t e  afternoon of August 28, 1963, Eastern 

Daylight Baving T i m e ,  I o ra l l y  del ivered said speech t o  

those persons pa r t i c ipa t ing  i n  s a i d  M&R(=H and assembled 

before and around the  Wncoln Memorial i n  Washington, DOC, 

6 ,  Said speech so del ivered by m e  as hereinbefom 

mentioned was personally wr i t t en  by gae p a r t i a l l y  i n  New Y o r  

C i ty ,  New York, p a r t i a l l y  i n  the  Ci ty  of At lanta ,  S t a t e  sf 

Georgia, and p a r t i a l l y  i n  Washington, D ,C, between Saturday 

August 24, 1963 and Weqesdary, August 28, 1963. I d id  not 

f i n i s h  the  completd &&'of my speech u n t i l  4:OO a.m. on t L  

morning of August 28, 1963. 

7 ,  A s  a pa r t i c ipan t  speaker on the  program of 

said -EI, I, along with other  par t i c ipan t  speakers,  was 

requested by the  na t iona l  H&RCH OH IfXIHIHGTOH C a w n i t t e e ,  He! 

-York, Sew Yofk, t o  fu rn i sh  t o  the  press l i a i s o n  or publ ic  



r e l a t i o n s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Washington o f f i c e  of t h e  March, a 

summary o r  exce rp t s  of ny intended speech, Said summary o r  

exce rp t s  w a s  reques ted  by said n a t i o n a l  MARCH ON WASHINGTON 

Committee and fu rn i shed  by m e  f o r  t h e  express  and limited 

purpose of enabl ing  said sumglary o r  exce rp t s  t o  be read and 

made a v a i l a b l e  t o  r t l embers  of t h e  p r e s s  only,  a t  a "pressn 

and/or "b r i e f ing t t  conference of t h e  p r e s s  he ld  i n  t h e  

S t a t l e r  Hi l ton  Hotel  i n  Washington, DOC, i n  o r  about t h e  

late af te rnoon o r  evening of August 27, 1963, 

8. Inasmuch as I had no t  completed my speech by 

t h e  af te rnoon o r  evening of Tuesday, August 27, 1963, I did 

n o t  forward any por t ion  of my remarks which I had prepared 

f o r  o r a l  d e l i v e r y  on August 28, 1963 t o  s a i d  p r e s s  l i a i s o n  

s e c t i o n  of t h e  Washington o f f i c e  of t h e  MARCH u n t i l  t h e  

morning of August 28, 

9, The eorcerpts o r  por t ions  of my speech s o  

reques ted  f o r  use  a t  t h e  p r e s s  conference i n  t h e  S t a t l e r  

Hi l ton  Hotel  as hereinabove described were only even tua l ly  

made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  on information and b e l i e f ,  i n  

t h e  la te  morning o r  t h e  af ternoon of August 28, 1963, Said 

e x c e r p t s  of my speech were n o t  intended by m e  t o  be gen-

e r a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  o r  genera l ly  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  pub l i c  

a t  l a r g e ,  but  were s p e c i f i c a l l y  l imited i n  use t o  a s s i s t i n g  

t h e  p r e s s  coverage of t h e  WBRCH by t h e  p r e s s  through t h e  

p r e s s  l i a i s o n  personnel  of t h e  Washington o f f i c e  of t h e  

HARCR ON WASH1NGTON Consmittee, 

10, Q1 i n f o m a t i o n  and belief, some t i m e  between 

t h e  per iod  of 10:OO a.m., Eas tern  Daylight Saving T i m e ,  and 

t h e  t i m e  of my a c t u a l  d e l i v e r y  of s a i d  speech on August 28, 

t h e  e x c e r p t s  o r  por t ions  of said speech s o  forwarded t o  t h e  

p r e s s  l i a i s o n  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Washington o f f i c e  of t h e  MARCFi 



as here inbefore  descr ibed  f o r  t h e  express  and l i ~ i t e dpur-

pose of a s s i s t i n g  t h e  coverage of said MARCH by t h e  p r e s s  

through said p r e s s  l i a i s o n  personnel of s a i d  Washington 

o f f i c e  of t h e  lURCH were mimeographed and i n s e r t e d ,  along 

wi th  o t h e r  materials, i n t o  a so-cal led "Press K i t t t  contain-

i n g  t h e  advance t e x t s  and/or e x c e r p t s  of t h e  speeches of 

o t h e r  persons p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  program of said 

MARCH as w e l l  as naterials about t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  organi- 

z a t i o n s ,  a i m s  and purposes of said MRCH, 

11. The mimeographing of t h e  e x c e r p t s  o r  por t ions  

of ay speech prepared f o r  o r a l  de l ive ry  t o  t h e  MARCH and 

t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of t h e  same i n t o  t h e  "Press K i t w  here inbefore  

mentioned f o r  t h e  l i a i t e d  purpose of informing t h e  p r e s s  and 

o t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of news media a t  t h e  MARCH w a s  done 

wholly without  my personal  advance knowledge thereof  or 

consent  t h e r e t o ,  

12. That Archbishop O'Boyle had t h e  advance t e x t  

of t h e  speech t o  be o r a l l y  de l ive red  by Mr. John L e w i s  of 

t h e  Student Non-Violent Coordinating Comait tee was, on 

information and belief, f o r  reasons  wholly unre la ted  and 

i n a p p l i c a b l e  t o  me.  Archbishop O'Boyle did n o t  reques t  of 

me nor  d i d  he rece fve  from m e  an advance t e x t  of my address 

which had been prepared by me as here inbefore  described, 

13, I n s o f a r  as p o i n t  n2'1 of Judge Wyatt te  letter, 

annexed here to ,  I did n o t  o r a l l y  or i n  w r i t i n g  authoristie o r  

cogsent  t o  any r e p r i n t  and/or sale of my s p e c b  by any Hew 

York C i t y  d a i l y  newspaper, inc lud ing  t h e  New Y a ~ kP e s t ,  €b 

i a f o m a t i o n  and belief, said r e p r i n t i n g  of rri~r apw~chby t h e  

Hew Yoxk Bost rrs accomplished by t r a n s c r i b f n g  @ p w h ,  

as o r a l l y  d e l i v e ~ e d  as hereiaabove described, P ~ B Qsoand 



recordings thereof ,  because no copies of my speech, ia 

excerpt  o r  completed form, were given t o  t he  Hew York Post 

o r  forwarded t o  them by o r  pursuant t o  my au thor i ty  o r  con- 

s e n t  f o r  t h e  purpose of r ep r in t ing  and s e l l i n g  copies of 

t he  same e i t h e r  f o r  a l imi ted purpose t o  a limited number 

of persons o r  t o  the  general  public  a t  l a rge ,  

14, I have ne i the r  requested nor authorized any 

person t o  request  t h a t  any monies received, o r  any por t ion 

thereof ,  by t he  New York Post from the  r e p r i n t  of its own 

news article containing the  text of my speech be paid over 

t o  ae ind iv idua l ly ,  t o  t h e  S C E ,  o r  t h e  National m r c h  

Comaittee, o r  any of t h e  organizat ions comprising t h e  same, 

I n  addi t ion,  ne i the r  I personally, nor the  SCZX: of which I 

a m  Pres ident ,  has received any monies frans t h e  New York Post 

because of its rep r in t ing  and sale of its news articles 

containing the  t e x t  of my speech, 

15, On June 23, 1963, following a peaceful walk-

ing assemblage of thousands of people through the  streets 

of downtown Det ro i t ,  Michigan, I del ivered a speech i n  an 

auditorium c a l l e d  Cobo H a l l  t o  the  pa r t i c ipan t s  i n  s a i d  

peaceful waZk or n&farchw, The speech which I gave i n  

Detroit as hereinabove described w a s  recorded with my con-

s e n t  by Berry Gordy Records, a d iv i s ion  of Motown Record 

Corporation, 2648 West Grand Boulevard, Det ro i t  8, BBjchigan, 

16, speech s o  recorded by Berry Gordy Records 

w a s  prepared by m e  f o r  o r a l  del ivery  8s an u n t i t l e d  address 

and subsequently produced i n  p a r t  i n  t h e  f o m  of a em-

merciorl phonograph disc and so ld ,  along with o ther  speeches 

o r  excerpts  thereof which I had made, under the  t i t l e  of 

"The Great m r c h  t o  Freedom, Rev, Hartin Luther KTng Slpeaks- 

Det ro i t ,  June 23, 1963. t7 During the  course of s a i d  speech 



recorded by said Berry Gordy Records, I used the phrase 
q


words have a dream,,,. '1 A s  hereinabove indicated,  my 

speech i n  Det ro i t  was no t  e n t i t l e d  by m e  "1 Have A Dreaua,** 

The use of said words as the  t i t l e  f o r  the  excerpt  f r m  my 

De t ro i t  speech was done by Berry Gordy Records i n  t h e  pro- 

ductian of the album containing severa l  of my speeches on 

var ious  sub jec t s  after s a i d  Berry Gordy Records saw the  

widespread publ ic  reception accorded s a i d  words when used 

i n  t he  t e x t  of my address t o  t h e  MARCH WASHIHGTOB as 

hereinbefore described, 

17. BBg use of t he  phrase o r  words "1 have a 

dreamtqi n  the  text of my address on June 23, 1963 i n  

Det ro i t  w a s  conceptually similar t o  t he  concept expressed 

i n  siniilar but  d i f f e r e n t  words and phrases used i n  my 

speech i n  Washington, DOC, on August 28, 1963, The con- 

cep t s  expressed i n  t he  l a t t e r  p a r t  of klgy speech i n  Wash- 

ington,  DOC, on August 28 w e r e  wr i t t en  i n  words, the  arrange 

meat and i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  of which were general ly similar 

t o  the  a c t u a l  words used i n  t h e  latter p a r t  of my De t ro i t  

speech, The words "1 have a dreamw are i d e n t i c a l  i n  both 

speeches, Sorne of t h e  words and phrases i n  the  last  para-

graphs of both speeches are iden t i ca l ,  My speech on 

August 28, 1963 i n  Washington, D, C, as a whole, however, 

i n  its complete text w a s  a completely d i s t i n c t  and d i f f e r -  

e n t  address from my address i n  Cobo H a 1 1  i n  Det ro i t ,  a s  

hereinbefere described, While may  of t he  words and 

phrases i n  the  latter p a r t  of my August 28th Washington 

speech were similar t o  thoge i n  t he  l a t t e r  pa r t  of my 

Detro i t  speech, t he re  are m y  words i n  t he  latter p a r t  of 

my Washington speech which are not i d e n t i c a l  t o  those i n  my 

Det ro i t  speech, Bbg consent t o  t he  recording, d i s t r i b u t i o n  



.. 

and the sale of on excerpt from ny Detroit ,  i(ichiganiddresf 

was and is not regarded by m e  a s  a sound recording of the  

t ex t  of the speech which I prepared for oral  del ivery a s  

hereinbefore mentioned and as oral ly  s o  del ivered by me on 

August 28, 1963. 

Sworn, t o  before m e  t h i s  

~ y q a yof November, 1963. 

Notary Public 


