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Dem·- : 

This responds to your request for assistance from the Office of Government 
Inf01mation Se1vices (OGIS), which we received on October 18, 2015 via 
email. Your request for assistance pe1iains to your records requests to the 
Department of Interior (DOI). We apologize for the delay, it took us a 
significant amount of time to obtain info1mation from the agency regarding 
your request. 

As you may be aware, OGIS was created to complement existing Freedom of 
Inf01mation Act (FOIA) practice and procedure; we strive to work in 
conjunction with the existing request and appeal process. The goal is for OGIS 
to allow, whenever practical, the requester to exhaust his or her remedies 
within the agency, including the appeal process. Please know that OGIS has no 
investigato1y or enforcement power, nor can we compel an agency to process 
one request before others . OGIS se1ves as the Federal FOIA Ombudsman and 
our jurisdiction is limited to assisting with the FOIA process. 

OGIS provides mediation se1vices to resolve disputes between FOIA 
requesters and Federal agencies. After opening a case, OGIS gathers 
info1mation from the requester and the agency to learn more about the nature 
of the dispute. This process helps us gather necessary background info1mation, 
assess whether the issues are appropriate for mediation, and dete1mine the 
willingness of the pa1i ies to engage in our se1vices. As part ofour info1mation 
gathering, OGIS carefully reviewed your submission of info1mation regarding 
your DOI records requests to the Fish and Wildlife Se1vices (FWS), U.S. 
Geological Smvey (USGS), and the Office of Inspector General (OIG) as well 
as your appeal to the DOI Office of the Solicitor (SOL). 

FWS Requests Nos. 
You made two request to FWS on . FWS prov1 ed tracking 
numbers for your requests, but you have not received final responses. OGIS 
contacted FWS to inquire about the status of your requests, and on November 
20, 2015 FWS infonned OGIS your requests were number 11 and12 in the 
agency's processing queue. When OGIS checked back with the agency on 
May 27, 2016, your requests were number 2 and 3 in the agency's processing 
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queue. FWS is cmTently working with the Office of the Solicitor to complete these requests, 
and cannot estimate the date by which it will complete your request. 

OIG Request No. , DOI Appeal 

. On , the OIG responded to 
, releasing 147 pages in part and invoked FOIA 

7(C), 5 U.S.C. § 552a(b)(6) and (b)(7)(C) for the withheld info1mation. On 
, you appealed this dete1mination; you asked OGIS to obtain the status of 

your appea an a tracking number. On June 22, 2015, OGIS learnedthat the DOI Appeals 
Office transfeITed your appeal to OIG for processing because amended Departmental 
regulations pe1mit the OIG's General Counsel to decide appeals of OIG FOIA requests. OIG 
assigned your appeal number . While OIG was unable to provide OGIS with an 
estimated date of completion, the agency explained that the appeal is with an attorney for 
review. 

USGS Request No. 
You made a request to USGS on . On , USGS info1med you that 
there were over 13,000 pages responsive to your request, and that some of those pages require 
consultation with FWS and OIG. OGIS inquired about the status of this request, and learned 
that as of , the records are in legal review. 

I hope that this info1mation about your requests is useful to you. Thank you for contacting 
OGIS; we will now consider this matter closed. 

Sincerely, 

Isl 

NIKKI GRAMIAN 
Acting Director 

cc: Cindy Cafai·o, Depa1imental FOIA Officer, Department of the Interior 

We appreciate your feedback. Please visit https:/lwww.smveymonkey.com/s/OGIS to take a 
briefanonymous smvey on the service you received from OGIS. 

https:/lwww.smveymonkey.com/s/OGIS



