To: Statutory Reform Subcommittee, FOIA Advisory Committee

From:
Date:
and 15)

A few points as you think about FOIA logs:

Kirsten Mitchell, Committee Designated Federal Officer
February 19, 2026 (updated February 25, 2026 to strike through FOIA log fields Nos. 7

e The FOIA statute, https://www.justice.gov/oip/freedom-information-act-5-usc-552, is very
specific, at 5. U.S.C. § 552(e), about the types of information about FOIA administration
that must be reported each year.

e The chart, below, shows what information proposed by the Statutory Reform
Subcommittee for FOIA logs is required by statute for the Annual FOIA Reports.

e The Office of Information Policy (OIP) in 2021 began asking agencies to submit quarterly
reports, https://www.foia.gov/quarterly.html, that provide the number of requests

received, processed, and in the backlog as well as the status of the agency’s 10 oldest
pending requests.
e The chart also includes OGIS’s observations about whether a specific data point is
generally maintained in an agency’s FOIA tracking system regardless of platform. These
observations come from OGIS’s experience in assessing 15 agency FOIA programs

since 2016.

e One thing to know about FOIA technology is that the same platform might have different
specifications at different agencies. Also, configuring a platform to run a new or different
report can, depending on the contract, require additional cost to the agency.

e As discussed at the February 11, 2026, meeting, the free-text field for request subject
can be a minefield, particularly for portals, because there is no restriction on entering
personally identifiable information (PIl) which has Privacy Act implications. Federal
employees who violate the Act can face misdemeanor charges and fines of up to

$5,000.
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