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ByBy JohnJohn HopeHope FranklinFranklin 

hursday,hursday, JanuaryJanuary 1,1, 1863,1863, waswas aa bright,bright, crispcrisp dayday inin thethe 
nation'snation's capital.capital. TheThe previousprevious dayday hadhad beenbeen aa strenu­strenu­
ousous oneone forfor PresidentPresident Lincoln,Lincoln, butbut NewNew Year'sYear's DayDay 
waswas toto bebe eveneven moremore strenuous.strenuous. SoSo hehe roserose early.early. ThereThere 
waswas muchmuch toto do,do, notnot thethe leastleast ofof whichwhich waswas toto putput thethe 
finishingfinishing touchestouches onon thethe EmancipationEmancipation Proclamation.Proclamation. 
AtAt 10:4510:45 thethe documentdocument waswas broughtbrought toto thethe WhiteWhite 

HouseHouse byby SecretarySecretary ofof StateState WilliamWilliam Seward.Seward. TheThe PresidentPresident signedsigned it,it, 
butbut hehe noticednoticed anan errorerror inin thethe superscription.superscription. ItIt read,read, "In"In testimonytestimony 
whereofwhereof II havehave hereuntohereunto setset mymy namename andand causedcaused thethe sealseal ofof thethe 
UnitedUnited StatesStates toto bebe affixed."affixed." TheThe PresidentPresident hadhad nevernever usedused thatthat formform 
inin proclamations,proclamations, alwaysalways preferringpreferring toto saysay "In"In testimonytestimony whereofwhereof II 
havehave hereuntohereunto setset mymy handhand....... ."" HeHe askedasked SewardSeward toto makemake thethe 
correction,correction, andand thethe formalformal signingsigning wouldwould bebe mademade onon thethe correctedcorrected 
copy.copy. 

TheThe traditionaltraditional NewNew Year'sYear's DayDay receptionreception atat thethe WhiteWhite HouseHouse be­be­
gangan thatthat morningmorning atat eleveneleven o'clock.o'clock. MembersMembers ofof thethe cabinetcabinet andand thethe 

arrive .diplomaticdiplomatic corpscorps werewere amongamong thethe firstfirst toto arrive. OfficersOfficers ofof thethe armyarmy 
andand navynavy arrivedarrived inin aa bodybody atat halfhalf pastpast eleven.eleven. TheThe publicpublic waswas ad­ad­
mittedmitted atat noon,noon, andand thenthen SewardSeward andand hishis sonson Frederick,Frederick, thethe assistantassistant 
secretarysecretary ofof state,state, returnedreturned withwith thethe correctedcorrected draft.draft. TheThe rigidrigid lawslaws ofof 
etiquetteetiquette heldheld thethe PresidentPresident toto hishis dutyduty forfor threethree hours,hours, asas hishis secre­secre­
tariestaries NicholayNicholay andand HayHay observed.observed. "Had"Had necessitynecessity requiredrequired it,it, hehe 
couldcould ofof coursecourse havehave leftleft suchsuch meremere socialsocial occupationoccupation atat anyany mo­mo­
ment,"ment," theythey pointedpointed out,out, "but"but thethe PresidentPresident sawsaw nono occasionoccasion forfor 
precipitancy.precipitancy. OnOn thethe otherother hand,hand, hehe probablyprobably deemeddeemed itit wisewise thatthat thethe 
completioncompletion ofof thisthis momentousmomentous executiveexecutive actact shouldshould bebe attendedattended byby 

deliberation."everyevery circumstancecircumstance ofof deliberation." 
AfterAfter thethe guestsguests departed,departed, thethe PresidentPresident wentwent upstairsupstairs toto hishis studystudy 

friends .forfor thethe signingsigning inin thethe presencepresence ofof aa fewfew friends. NoNo cabinetcabinet meetingmeeting 
ceremony.waswas called,called, andand nono attemptattempt waswas mademade toto havehave aa ceremony. Later,Later, 

LincolnLincoln toldtold F.F. B.B. Carpenter,Carpenter, thethe artist,artist, thatthat asas hehe tooktook upup thethe penpen toto 
signsign thethe paper,paper, hishis handhand shookshook soso violentlyviolently thatthat hehe couldcould notnot write.write. "1"1 

arm.couldcould notnot forfor aa momentmoment controlcontrol mymy arm. II paused,paused, andand aa superstitioussuperstitious 
feelingfeeling camecame overover meme whichwhich mademade meme hesitatehesitate........ InIn aa momentmoment II 
rememberedremembered thatthat II hadhad beenbeen shakingshaking handshands forfor hourshours withwith severalseveral 
hundredhundred people,people, andand hencehence aa veryvery simplesimple explanationexplanation ofof thethe trem­trem­
blingbling andand shakingshaking ofof mymy arm."arm." WithWith aa heartyhearty laughlaugh atat hishis ownown 
thoughts,thoughts, thethe PresidentPresident proceededproceeded toto signsign thethe EmancipationEmancipation Procla-Procla­
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AA UnionUnion soldiersoldier readsreads thethe EmancipationEmancipation ProclamationProclamation toto newlynewly freedfreed slaves.slaves. AfterAfter 
LincolnLincoln signedsigned thethe Proclamation,Proclamation, celebrationscelebrations tooktook placeplace throughoutthroughout thethe country.country. 

mation.mation. JustJust beforebefore hehe affixedaffixed hishis namename toto 
thethe documentdocument,, hehe said,said, "" II never, inin mymynever, 
life,life, feltfelt moremore certaincertain thatthat II waswas doingdoing 
rightright thanthan II dodo inin signingsigning thisthis paper."paper." 

WhenWhen II mademade mymy firstfirst seriousserious studystudy ofof 
thisthis document,document, severalseveral copiescopies ofof thethe De­De­
cembercember 3030 draftdraft werewere inin existence.existence. TheThe 

Bates,copiescopies ofof cabinetcabinet officersofficers EdwardEdward Bates, 
FrancisFrancis Seward, andandBlair,Blair, WilliamWilliam Seward , 
SalmonSalmon P.P. ChaseChase werewere inin thethe LibraryLibrary ofof 
Congress.Congress. TheThe draftdraft thatthat thethe PresidentPresident 
workedworked withwith onon DecemberDecember 3131 andand thethe 

Year'smorningmorning ofof NewNew Year's DayDay isis consideredconsidered 
thethe finalfinal manuscriptmanuscript draft.draft. TheThe principalprincipal 
partsparts ofof thethe texttext areare writtenwritten inin thethe Presi­Presi­
dentdent's' s hand.hand . TheThe twotwo paragraphsparagraphs fromfrom 
thethe preliminarypreliminary proclamationproclamation ofof Septem­Septem­

1862,berber 2222,, 1862, werewere clippedclipped fromfrom aa printedprinted 
copycopy andand pastedpasted ontoonto thethe President'sPresident's 
draft, 	 writing."draft, "merely"merely toto savesave writing. " TheThe su­su­
perscriptionperscription andand thethe finalfinal closingclosing areare inin 
thethe handhand ofof aa clerkclerk inin thethe DepartmentDepartment ofof 
State . year,State. LaterLater inin thethe year, LincolnLincoln pre­pre­
sentedsented hishis copycopy toto thethe ladiesladies inin chargecharge ofof 

Chicago. HeHethethe NorthwesternNorthwestern FairFair inin Chicago. 
toldtold themthem thatthat hehe hadhad somesome desiredesire toto re­re­
taintain thethe paper,paper, "but"but ifif itit shallshall contributecontribute 
toto thethe reliefrelief andand comfortcomfort ofof thethe soldierssoldiers,, 
thatthat willwill bebe betterbetter,"," hehe saidsaid mostmost gra­gra­
ciouslyciously .. ThomasThomas BryanBryan purchasedpurchased itit andand 

Soldiers'presentedpresented itit toto thethe Soldiers' HomeHome inin Chi­Chi­
cago,cago, ofof whichwhich hehe waswas president.president. TheThe 
homehome waswas destroyeddestroyed inin thethe GreatGreat ChicagoChicago 
FireFire ofof 1871 .187l. FortunatelyFortunately ,, fourfour photo­photo­
graphicgraphic copiescopies ofof thethe originaloriginal hadhad beenbeen 
made.made. TheThe officialofficial engrossedengrossed documentdocument isis 

Lin­inin thethe NationalNational ArchivesArchives andand followsfollows Lin ­
coin's copy.coln's originaloriginal copy. 

ItIt isis worthworth observingobserving thatthat therethere waswas nono 
final draft,mention,mention, inin thethe fin al draft , ofof Lincoln'sLincoln's 

petpet schemesschemes ofof compensationcompensation andand coloni­coloni­
zation,zation, whichwhich werewere inin thethe preliminarypreliminary 

22, Per­proclamationproclamation ofof SeptemberSeptember 22, 1862.1862. Per ­
hapshaps LincolnLincoln waswas aboutabout toto givegive upup onon 
suchsuch impracticableimpracticable propositions.propositions. InIn thethe 
preliminarypreliminary proclamationproclamation,, thethe PresidentPresident 
hadhad saidsaid thatthat hehe wouldwould declaredeclare slavesslaves inin 
designated territoriesterritories "thenceforward"thenceforward ,,designa ted 

free .andand foreverforever free. "" InIn thethe finalfinal draftdraft ofof Jan­Jan­
1, 1863,uaryuary 	1, 1863, hehe waswas contentcontent toto saysay thatthat 
"are, andand henceforwardhenceforward shallshall bebetheythey 	"are, 

free ."free." NothingNothing hadhad beenbeen saidsaid inin thethe pre­pre­
liminaryliminary draftdraft aboutabout thethe useuse ofof blacksblacks asas 
soldiers.soldiers. InIn thethe summersummer ofof 18621862 thethe Con­Con­

hadfiscationfiscation ActAct had authorizedauthorized thethe Presi­Presi­
dentdent toto useuse blacksblacks inin anyany wayway hehe sawsaw fitfit ,, 
andand therethere hadhad beenbeen somesome limitedlimited useuse ofof 

activities .themthem inin noncombatnoncombat activities. InIn statingstating 
inin thethe ProclamationProclamation thatthat formerformer slavesslaves 
werewere toto bebe receivedreceived intointo thethe armedarmed ser­ser­
vices,vices, thethe PresidentPresident believedbelieved thatthat hehe waswas 
usingusing congressionalcongressional authorityauthority toto strikestrike aa 
mightymighty blowblow againstagainst thethe ConfederacyConfederacy .. 

ItIt waswas latelate afternoonafternoon beforebefore thethe Procla­Procla­
mationmation waswas readyready forfor transmissiontransmission toto thethe 

others .presspress andand others. EarlierEarlier draftsdrafts hadhad beenbeen 
available,available, andand somesome papers,papers, includingincluding thethe 

Evening Star, hadWashinWashinggtonton Evening Star, had usedused thosethose 
P . M . onon Jan­Jan­draftsdrafts,, butbut itit waswas atat aboutabout 88 P.M. 

uaryuary 11 thatthat thethe transmissiontransmission ofof thethe texttext 
overover thethe telegraphtelegraph wireswires actuallyactually began.began. 

YoungYoung EdwardEdward Rosewater,Rosewater, scarcelyscarcely 
twentytwenty yearsyears old,old, hadhad anan excitingexciting NewNew 
Year' s Day.Year's Day. HeHe waswas aa meremere telegraphtelegraph op­op­

Department,eratorerator inin thethe WarWar Department, butbut hehe 
knewknew thethe PresidentPresident andand hadhad gonegone toto thethe 

WhiteWhite HouseHouse receptionreception earlierearlier thatthat dayday 
him. WhenWhen thethe Presi­Presi­andand hadhad greetedgreeted him. 

call thethe tele­tele­dentdent 	mademade hishis regularregular cal.1 atat 
evening,graphgraph officeoffice thatthat evening, youngyoung Rosewa­Rosewa­

terter waswas onon dutyduty andand waswas moremore excitedexcited 
thanthan ever.ever. HeHe greetedgreeted thethe PresidentPresident andand 

work.wentwent backback toto hishis work. LincolnLincoln walkedwalked 
overover toto seesee whatwhat RosewaterRosewater waswas sendingsending 
out.out. ItIt waswas thethe EmancipationEmancipation Proclama­Proclama­

wastion!tion! IfIf RosewaterRosewater WilS excitedexcited ,, thethe Presi­Presi­
relaxation.dentdent seemedseemed thethe picturepicture ofof relaxation . Af­Af­

terter watchingwatching thethe youngyoung operatoroperator forfor aa 
while,while, thethe PresidentPresident wentwent overover toto thethe 

Eckert,deskdesk ofof TomTom Eckert, thethe chiefchief telegraphtelegraph 
Department,operatoroperator inin thethe WarWar Department, satsat inin 

hishis favoritefavorite chair,chair, wherewhere hehe hadhad writtenwritten 
mostmost ofof thethe preliminarypreliminary proclamationproclamation thethe 

summer,previousprevious summer, andand gavegave hishis feetfeet thethe 
elevation.properproper elevation. ForFor him,him, itit waswas thethe endend 

day .ofof aa long,long, busybusy ,, butbut perfectperfect day. 
ForFor manymany othersothers inin variousvarious partsparts ofof thethe 

country,country , thethe dayday waswas justjust beginning,beginning, forfor 
thethe celebrationscelebrations werewere notnot consideredconsidered of­of­
ficialficial untiluntil wordword waswas receivedreceived thatthat thethe 

actuallyPresidentPresident hadhad actually signedsigned thethe Procla­Procla­
mation .mation. TheThe slavesslaves ofof thethe DistrictDistrict ofof Co­Co­

wait, however,lumbialumbia diddid notnot havehave toto wait, however, forfor 
backback inin AprilApril 18621862 thethe CongressCongress hadhad 

free .passedpassed aa lawlaw settingsetting themthem free. EvenEven so,so, 
theythey joinedjoined inin thethe widespreadwidespread celebra­celebra­

Year'stionstions onon NewNew Year's Day.Day. AtAt IsraelIsrael BethelBethel 
Church,Church, ReverendReverend HenryHenry McNealMcNeal TurnerTurner 
wentwent outout andand securedsecured aa copycopy ofof thethe Wash­Wash­
ington Evening 	 textington Evening StarStar thatthat carriedcarried thethe text ofof 
thethe Proclamation.Proclamation. BackBack atat church,thethe church, 
TurnerTurner wavedwaved thethe newspapernewspaper fromfrom thethe 
pulpitpulpit andand beganbegan toto readread thethe document.document. 
ThisThis waswas thethe signalsignal forfor unrestrainedunrestrained cel­cel­
ebrationebration characterizedcharacterized byby menmen squealing,squealing, 
womenwomen fainting,fainting, dogsdogs barking,barking, andand 
whiteswhites andand hands.blacksblacks shakingshaking hands. TheThe 
WashingtonWashington celebrationscelebrations continuedcontinued farfar 

Yard,intointo thethe night.night. InIn thethe NavyNavy Yard , cannonscannons 
beganbegan toto roarroar andand continuedcontinued forfor somesome 
time.time . 

InIn NewNew YorkYork thethe newsnews ofof thethe Proclama­Proclama­
tiontion waswas receivedreceived withwith mixedmixed feelings.feelings. 

happy,BlacksBlacks lookedlooked andand feltfelt happy, oneone re­re­
porterporter said,said, whilewhile abolitionistsabolitionists "looked"looked 
glumglum andand grumbledgrumbled .... . . thatthat thethe procla­procla­

mationmation waswas onlyonly givengiven onon accountaccount ofof mil­mil­


necessity ." aa how­how­
itaryitary necessity." WithinWithin week,week, 
ever,ever, therethere werewere severalseveral largelarge celebra-celebra-
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part.tionstions inin whichwhich abolitionistsabolitionists tooktook part. AtAt 
PlymouthPlymouth ChurchChurch inin Brooklyn,Brooklyn, thethe cele­cele­
bratedbrated HenryHenry WardWard BeecherBeecher preachedpreached aa 
commemorativecommemorative sermonsermon toto anan overflowoverflow 
audienceaudience.. "The"The ProclamationProclamation maymay notnot 
freefree aa singlesingle slave,"slave," hehe declared,declared, "but"but itit 

recognition."givesgives libertyliberty aa moralmoral recognition ." ThereThere 
waswas stillstill anotheranother celebrationcelebration atat CooperCooper 

speakers,UnionUnion onon JanuaryJanuary 5.5. SeveralSeveral speakers, in­in­
cludingcluding thethe veteranveteran abolitionistabolitionist LewisLewis 
Tappan,Tappan, addressedaddressed thethe overflowoverflow audi­audi­
enceence.. MusicMusic interspersedinterspersed thethe severalseveral ad­ad­
dresses .dresses. TwoTwo ofof thethe renditionsrenditions werewere thethe 
"New BrownBrown Song,"Song," thethe"New JohnJohn andand 
"Emancipation"Emancipation HymnHymn.."" 

AA veritableveritable galaxygalaxy ofof leadingleading literaryliterary 
figuresfigures gatheredgathered inin thethe MusicMusic HallHall inin Bos­Bos­
tonton toto taketake noticenotice ofof thethe climaxclimax ofof thethe fightfight 
thatthat NewNew EnglandEngland abolitionistsabolitionists hadhad ledled 
forfor moremore thanthan aa generation.generation. AmongAmong thosethose 
presentpresent werewere JohnJohn GreenleafGreenleaf Whittier,Whittier, 

Longfellow,HenryHenry WadsworthWadsworth Longfellow, OliverOliver 
Stowe,WendellWendell Holmes,Holmes, HarrietHarriet BeecherBeecher Stowe, 

FrancisFrancis Parkman,Parkman, andand JosiahJosiah Quincy.Quincy. To­To­
wardward thethe closeclose ofof thethe meeting,meeting, RalphRalph 
WaldoWaldo EmersonEmerson readread hishis "Boston"Boston Hymn"Hymn" 

audience.toto thethe audience. InIn thethe evening,evening, aa largelarge 
crowdcrowd gatheredgathered atat TremontTremont TempleTemple toto 
awaitawait thethe newsnews thatthat thethe PresidentPresident hadhad 

Proclamation . AmongAmong thethesignedsigned thethe Proclamation. 

speakersspeakers werewere JudgeJudge ThomasThomas Russell,Russell, 

AnnaAnna Dickinson, Grimes,Grimes,
Dickinson , LeonardLeonard 
WilliamWilliam WellsWells Brown, FrederickFrederickBrown, andand 
Douglass.Douglass. Finally,Finally, itit waswas announcedannounced thatthat 
"It"It isis comingcoming overover thethe wire,"wire," andand pande­pande­
moniummonium brokebroke out!out! AtAt midnight,midnight, thethe 
groupgroup hadhad Temple,toto vacatevacate TremontTremont Temple, 
andand fromfrom therethere theythey wentwent toto thethe TwelfthTwelfth 
BaptistBaptist ChurchChurch atat thethe invitationinvitation ofof itsits pas­pas­
tor, Grimes.tor, LeonardLeonard Grimes. SoonSoon thethe churchchurch 
waswas packedpacked,, andand itit waswas almostalmost dawndawn 

dispersed.whenwhen thethe assemblageassemblage dispersed . Freder­Freder­
" worthyickick DouglassDouglass pronouncedpronounced itit aa "worthy 

celebrationcelebration ofof thethe firstfirst stepstep onon thethe partpart ofof 
thethe nationnation inin itsits departuredeparture fromfrom thethe thral­thral­

ages ."domdom ofof thethe ages." 
TheThe trenchanttrenchant observationobservation byby DouglassDouglass 

thatthat thethe EmancipationEmancipation ProclamationProclamation waswas 
butbut thethe firstfirst stepstep couldcould notnot havehave beenbeen 

accurate.moremore accurate . AlthoughAlthough thethe presidentialpresidential 
decreedecree wouldwould notnot freefree slavesslaves inin areasareas 
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"To­RalphRalph WaldoWaldo EmersonEmerson proclaimed,proclaimed, "To­
dayday unbindunbind thethe captive,"captive," inin hishis readingreading ofof 
thethe "Boston"Boston Hymn."Hymn." 

signalsignal bothboth toto thethe slavesslaves andand toto thethe Con­Con­
federacyfederacy thatthat enslavementenslavement wouldwould nono 
longerlonger bebe tolerated.tolerated. AnAn importantimportant partpart ofof 
thatthat signalsignal waswas thethe invitationinvitation toto thethe slavesslaves 
toto taketake upup armsarms andand participateparticipate inin thethe 
fightfight forfor theirtheir ownown freedom.freedom. ThatThat moremore 
thanthan 185,000185,000 slavesslaves asas wellwell asas freefree blacksblacks 
acceptedaccepted thethe invitationinvitation indicatesindicates thatthat 
thosethose whowho hadhad beenbeen thethe victimsvictims ofof thral­thral­
domdom werewere nownow amongamong thethe mostmost enthusi­enthusi­
asticastic freedomfreedom fighters.fighters. 

Meanwhile,Meanwhile, nono oneone appreciatedappreciated betterbetter 

thanthan LincolnLincoln thethe factfact thatthat thethe Emancipa­Emancipa­
tiontion ProclamationProclamation hadhad aa quitequite limitedlimited ef­ef­
fectfect inin freeingfreeing thethe slavesslaves directlydirectly .. ItIt 
shouldshould bebe remembered,remembered, however,however, thatthat inin 
thethe ProclamationProclamation hehe calledcalled emancipationemancipation 
"an"an actact ofof justice,"justice," andand inin laterlater weeksweeks andand 
monthsmonths hehe diddid everythingeverything hehe couldcould toto 

Actconfirmconfirm hishis viewview thatthat itit waswas AnAn Act ofof Jus­Jus­
ticetice.. AndAnd nono oneone waswas moremore anxiousanxious thanthan 
LincolnLincoln toto taketake thethe necessarynecessary additionaladditional 
stepssteps toto bringbring aboutabout actualactual freedomfreedom.. 
Thus,Thus, hehe proposedproposed thatthat thethe RepublicanRepublican 
partyparty includeinclude inin itsits 18641864 platformplatform aa plankplank 
callingcalling forfor thethe abolitionabolition ofof slaveryslavery byby con­con­
stitutionalstitutional amendment.amendment. WhenWhen hehe waswas 
""notified" waswasnotified" ofof hishis renomination,renomination, asas 
thethe customcustom inin thosethose days,days, hehe singledsingled outout 
thatthat plankplank inin thethe platformplatform callingcalling forfor con­con­
stitutionalstitutional emancipationemancipation andand pronouncedpronounced 

"aitit "a fittingfitting andand necessarynecessary conclusionconclusion toto 
thethe finalfinal successsuccess ofof thethe UnionUnion causecause."." 

1865, whenwhen CongressCongress sentsent thetheEarlyEarly inin 1865, 
signature,amendmentamendment toto LincolnLincoln forfor hishis signature, 

hehe isis reportedreported toto havehave said,said, "This"This amend­amend­
King'smentment isis aa King's curecure forfor allall thethe evilsevils .. ItIt 

up."windswinds thethe wholewhole thingthing up." 
DespiteDespite thethe factfact thatthat thethe ProclamationProclamation 

diddid notnot emancipateemancipate thethe slavesslaves andand surelysurely 
diddid notnot dodo whatwhat thethe ThirteenthThirteenth Amend­Amend­
mentment diddid inin windingwinding thingsthings up,up, itit isis thethe 

wherewhere thethe UnitedUnited StatesStates couldcould notnot en­en­ TheThe EmancipationEmancipation ProclamationProclamation extendedextended anan invitationinvitation toto slavesslaves andand freefree blacksblacks toto 
forceforce thethe Proclamation,Proclamation, itit sentsent aa mightymighty Above,taketake upup armsarms andand fightfight forfor theirtheir freedom.freedom. Above, aa blackblack infantryinfantry atat FortFort Lincoln.Lincoln. 
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ProclamationProclamation andand notnot thethe ThirteenthThirteenth 
AmendmentAmendment thatthat hashas beenbeen rememberedremembered 
andand celebratedcelebrated overover thethe pastpast 130130 years.years. 
ThatThat shouldshould notnot bebe surprising.surprising. AmericansAmericans 
seemseem notnot toto taketake toto celebratingcelebrating legallegal doc­doc­
uments.uments. TheThe languagelanguage ofof suchsuch documentsdocuments 
isis notnot particularlyparticularly inspiring,inspiring, andand theythey areare 
thethe productproduct ofof thethe deliberationsdeliberations ofof largelarge 
numbersnumbers ofof people.people. WeWe celebratecelebrate thethe Dec­Dec­
larationlaration ofof Independence,Independence, butbut notnot thethe rat­rat­
ificationification ofof thethe Constitution.Constitution. Jefferson'sJefferson's 
wordswords inin thethe DeclarationDeclaration movedmoved thethe 
emergingemerging AmericansAmericans inin aa wayway thatthat Mad­Mad­
ison'sison's committeecommittee ofof stylestyle failedfailed toto dodo inin 
thethe Constitution.Constitution. 

Thus,Thus, almostalmost annually-atannually-at leastleast forfor thethe 
firstfirst hundredhundred years-eachyears-each NewNew Year'sYear's 
DayDay waswas markedmarked inin manymany partsparts ofof thethe 
countrycountry byby aa grandgrand celebration.celebration. RepleteReplete 
withwith brassbrass band,band, ifif therethere waswas one,one, anan Af­Af­
rican-Americanrican-American firefire company,company, ifif therethere 
waswas one,one, andand social,social, religious,religious, andand civiccivic 
organizations,organizations, AfricanAfrican AmericansAmericans ofof thethe 

. communitycommunity wouldwould marchmarch toto thethe court­court­
house,house, toto somesome church,church, oror thethe highhigh 
school.school. There,There, theythey wouldwould assembleassemble toto 
hearhear thethe readingreading ofof thethe EmancipationEmancipation 
Proclamation,Proclamation, followedfollowed byby anan orationoration byby aa 
prominentprominent person.person. TheThe speechesspeeches variedvaried 
~in charactercharacter andand purpose.purpose. SomeSome ofof themthem 

urgedu;ged AfricanAfrican AmericansAmericans toto insistinsist uponupon 
equalequal rights;rights; somesome ofof themthem urgedurged frugal­frugal­
ityity andand greatergreater attentionattention toto morals;morals; whilewhile 
stillstill othersothers urgedurged theirtheir listenerslisteners toto harborharbor 
nono illill willwill towardtoward theirtheir whitewhite brethren.brethren. 

Proc­AsAs thethe fiftiethfiftieth anniversaryanniversary ofof thethe Proc­
lamationlamation approached,approached, JamesJames WeldonWeldon 
Johnson,Johnson, alreadyalready aa writerwriter ofof somesome distinc­distinc­
tion,tion, waswas servingserving aa tourtour ofof dutyduty asas UnitedUnited 
StatesStates consulconsul inin Corinto,Corinto, Nicaragua.Nicaragua. HisHis 
biographer,biographer, EugeneEugene Levy,Levy, tellstells usus thatthat 
JohnsonJohnson forfor somesome timetime hadhad consideredconsidered 
wriringwriring aa poempoem commemoratingcommemorating thethe fifti­fifti­
etheth anniversaryanniversary ofof thethe EmancipationEmancipation 
Proclamation.Proclamation. InIn SeptemberSeptember 1912,1912, whenwhen 
hehe readread ofof thethe ceremoniesceremonies markingmarking thethe 
preliminarypreliminary proclamation,proclamation, hehe realizedrealized 
thatthat hehe hadhad onlyonly oneone hundredhundred daysdays inin 
whichwhich toto writewrite thethe poem.poem. UsingUsing allall ofof hishis 
sparespare time,time, ofof whichwhich therethere waswas little,little, 

Years ."JohnsonJohnson hammeredhammered outout "Fifty"Fifty Years." 
ThereThere waswas notnot enoughenough timetime toto publishpublish itit 
inin oneone ofof thethe majormajor literaryliterary monthlymonthly jour-jour-
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Times ,nals,nals, soso hehe turnedturned toto thethe NewNew YorkYork Times, 
whichwhich publishedpublished itit onon itsits editorialeditorial pagepage 
onon JanuaryJanuary 1,1, 1913.1913. 

AddressingAddressing hishis fellowfellow AfricanAfrican Ameri­Ameri­
canscans inin thethe firstfirst stanzas,stanzas, JohnsonJohnson said:said: 

oo BrothersBrothers mine,mine, to-dayto-day wewe standstand 
WhereWhere halfhalf aa centurycentury sweepssweeps ourour 

ken,ken, 
SinceSince God,God, throughthrough Lincoln'sLincoln's readyready 

hand,hand, 
StruckStruck offoff ourour bondsbonds andand mademade usus 

men.men. 

years-aJustJust fiftyfifty years--a winter'swinter's day­day­

AsAs runsruns thethe historyhistory ofof aa race;race; 

Yet,Yet, asas wewe looklook backback o'ero'er thethe day,day, 

HowHow distantdistant seemsseems ourour startingstarting 


place!place! 

Then,Then, inin aa moremore assertiveassertive tone,tone, makingmaking 
certaincertain thatthat humilityhumility diddid notnot replacereplace self­self­
confidence,confidence, hehe said:said: 

ThisThis landland isis oursours byby rightright ofof birth,birth, 

ThisThis landland isis oursours byby rightright ofof toiltoil 

WeWe helpedhelped toto turnturn itsits virginvirgin earth,earth, 

OurOur sweatsweat isis inin itsits fruitfulfruitful soil.soil. 


ToTo gaingain thesethese fruitsfruits thatthat havehave beenbeen 
earned,earned, 

ToTo holdhold thesethese fieldsfields thatthat havehave beenbeen 
won,won, 

OurOur armsarms havehave strained,strained, ourour backsbacks 
havehave burned,burned, 

BentBent barebare beneathbeneath aa ruthlessruthless sun.sun. 

ThenThen shouldshould wewe speakspeak butbut servileservile 
words,words, 

OrOr shallshall wewe hanghang ourour headsheads inin 
shame?shame? 

StandStand backback ofof new-comenew-come foreignforeign 
hordes,hordes, 

AndAnd fearfear ourour heritageheritage toto claim?claim? 

No!No! standstand erecterect andand withoutwithout fear,fear, 
AndAnd forfor ourour foesfoes letlet thisthis suffice­suffice­
We'veWe've boughtbought aa rightfulrightful sonshipsonship 

here,here, 
AndAnd wewe havehave moremore thanthan paidpaid thethe 

priceprice........ 

ThatThat forfor whichwhich millionsmillions prayedprayed andand 
sighedsighed 

ThatThat forfor whichwhich tenstens ofof thousandsthousands 
fought,fought, 

ForFor whichwhich soso manymany freelyfreely died,died, 
GodGod cannotcannot letlet itit comecome toto naught.naught. 

InIn thethe secondsecond halfhalf ofof thethe Proclamation'sProclamation's 
firstfirst century,century, thethe annualannual celebrationscelebrations di­di­

fervor .minishedminished inin extentextent asas wellwell asas inin fervor. 
SomeSome celebrants,celebrants, withwith anan eyeeye onon aa quickquick 
buck,buck, beganbegan toto promotepromote JuneJune 19,19, thethe dayday 
onon whichwhich PresidentPresident LincolnLincoln signedsigned aa billbill 
abolishingabolishing slaveryslavery inin thethe territories.territories. TheThe 
billbill diddid notnot applyapply toto Texas,Texas, whichwhich waswas aa 
statestate inin thethe Confederacy,Confederacy, butbut slickslick pro­pro­
motersmoters therethere soonsoon drewdrew attentionattention toto thatthat 
dayday andand persuadedpersuaded Texans,Texans, Oklahomans,Oklahomans, 
andand othersothers inin thethe SouthwestSouthwest thatthat thisthis waswas 

emancipation.indeedindeed thethe dayday ofof emancipation. ItIt waswas 
nevernever quitequite clearclear toto me,me, moreover,moreover, whywhy 
wewe inin OklahomaOklahoma celebratedcelebrated AugustAugust 44 asas 
wellwell asas JuneteenthJuneteenth andand JanuaryJanuary 1,1, butbut 
clearlyclearly thethe summersummer monthsmonths hadhad manymany ad­ad­

observance.vantagesvantages overover aa JanuaryJanuary observance. 
SomethingSomething elseelse waswas dilutingdiluting thethe cele-cele-

NelsonNelson Rockefeller,Rockefeller, ThurgoodThurgood Marshall,Marshall, 
andand AdlaiAdlai StevensonStevenson (center(center three)three) atat aa 
ProclamationProclamation centennialcentennial exhibit.exhibit. 
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LyndonLyndon Johnson,Johnson, aa greatgreat supportersupporter ofof civilcivil rights,rights, confersconfers withwith (l(lefteft toto right)right) RoyRoy 
Wilkins,Wilkins, JamesJames Farmer,Farmer, MartinMartin LutherLuther King,King, Jr.,Jr., andand WhitneyWhitney Young.Young. 

brationsbrations ofof thethe anniversaryanniversary ofof thethe Eman­Eman­
cipationcipation Proclamation . ItIt waswas badbad enoughenough 
thatthat aa casualcasual readingreading ofof thethe ProclamationProclamation 
mademade clearclear thatthat itit diddid notnot setset thethe slavesslaves 
free.free. ItIt waswas alsoalso clearclear thatthat neitherneither thethe Re­Re­
constructionconstruction amendmentsamendments nornor thethe legisla­legisla­
tiontion andand executiveexecutive ordersorders ofof subsequentsubsequent 
yearsyears hadhad propelledpropelled AfricanAfrican AmericansAmericans 
muchmuch closercloser toto realreal freedomfreedom andand truetrue 
equalityequality .. TheThe physicalphysical violence,violence, thethe 
wholesalewholesale disfranchisement,disfranchisement, andand thethe 

ev­

Proclamation. 

widespreadwidespread degradationdegradation ofof blacksblacks inin ev­
eryery conceivableconceivable formform merelmerelyy demon­demon­
stratedstrated thethe resourcefulnessresourcefulness andand creativitycreativity 
ofof thosethose whitewhite AmericansAmericans whowho werewere de­de­
terminedtermined toto denydeny basicbasic constitutionalconstitutional 
rightsrights toto theirtheir blackblack brothers.brothers. 

1963,SeveralSeveral yearsyears beforebefore 1963, thethe NationalNational 
AssociationAssociation forfor thethe AdvancementAdvancement ofof Col­Col­
oredored PeoplePeople beganbegan toto useuse thethe mottomotto "Free"Free 

'63."byby '63." OtherOther groupsgroups adoptedadopted thethe mottomotto 
andand focusedfocused moremore attentionattention onon thethe drivedrive 
forfor equality.equality. ManyMany leadersleaders werewere espe-espe­

significanceciallycially sensitivesensitive toto thethe significance ofof thethe 
EmancipationEmancipation centennialcentennial inin pointingpointing upup 

life.racialracial inequalityinequality inin AmericanAmerican life. OnOn Sep­Sep­
22,tembertember 22, 1962,1962, whenwhen GovernorGovernor NelsonNelson 

RockefellerRockefeller ofof NewNew YorkYork spokespoke inin Wash­Wash­
ingtonington toto markmark thethe openingopening ofof thethe exhibitexhibit 
ofof thethe preliminarypreliminary proclamation,proclamation, "the"the 
state'sstate's mostmost treasuredtreasured possession,"possession," hehe 
said,said, "the"the veryvery existenceexistence ofof thethe documentdocument 
stirsstirs ourour conscienceconscience withwith thethe knowledgeknowledge 

Lincoln'sthatthat Lincoln's visionvision ofof aa nationnation trulytruly ful­ful­
fillingfilling itsits spiritualspiritual heritageheritage isis notnot yetyet 
achieved."achieved." 

DuringDuring thethe centennialcentennial yearyear itself,itself, thethe 
UnitedUnited StatesStates CommissionCommission onon CivilCivil 
RightsRights presentedpresented toto thethe PresidentPresident aa reportreport 
onon thethe historyhistory ofof civilcivil rightsrights,, mostmost ofof 
whichwhich II wrotewrote onon contractcontract withwith thethe com­com­
mission.mission. KnowingKnowing thatthat II wouldwould bebe outout ofof 
thethe countrycountry duringduring mostmost ofof thethe centennialcentennial 
year,year, II publishedpublished mymy historyhistory ofof thethe Eman­Eman­
cipationcipation ProclamationProclamation asas mymy contributioncontribution 

observance.toto thethe observance. OnOn Lincoln'sLincoln's birthdaybirthday 

inin 1963, PresidentPresident andand Mrs . KennedyKennedy re­re­
ceivedceived moremore thanthan aa thousandthousand blackblack andand 
whitewhite citizenscitizens atat thethe WhiteWhite HouseHouse andand 

1963, Mrs. 

copypresentedpresented toto eacheach ofof themthem aa copy ofof thethe 
reportreport ofof thethe CivilCivil RightsRights Commission,Commission, 

the Freecalledcalled FreedomFreedom toto the Free .. SpeakingSpeaking atat Get­Get­
tysburgtysburg laterlater thatthat year,year, ViceVice PresidentPresident 

"UntilLyndonLyndon B.B. JohnsonJohnson said,said, "Until justicejustice isis 
race,blind,blind, untiluntil educationeducation isis unawareunaware ofof race, 

untiluntil opportunityopportunity isis unconcernedunconcerned withwith 
skins,thethe colorcolor ofof men'smen's skins, emancipationemancipation 

willwill bebe aa proclamationproclamation butbut notnot aa fact."fact." 
PresidentPresident KennedyKennedy tooktook notenote ofof thethe ab­ab­

said,sencesence ofof equalityequality whenwhen hehe said, "Surely,"Surely, 
inin 1963,1963, oneone hundredhundred yearsyears afterafter emanci­emanci­
pation,pation, itit shouldshould notnot bebe necessarynecessary forfor anyany 
AmericanAmerican citizencitizen toto demonstratedemonstrate inin thethe 
streetsstreets forfor anan opportunityopportunity toto stopstop atat aa ho­ho­
tel,tel, oror eateat atat aa lunchlunch countercounter .. . onon thethe... 
samesame termsterms ofof anyany otherother American ." 

AlthoughAlthough itit isis nownow possiblepossible forfor mostmost 
AfricanAfrican AmericansAmericans toto eat at 

American." 

ea tat aa lunchlunch 
countercounter inin mostmost partsparts ofof thethe UnitedUnited 
States,States, thethe extensionextension ofof thesethese civilitiescivilities hashas 
beenbeen accompaniedaccompanied byby subtle, yetyet barba­barba­
rousrous formsforms ofof discriminationdiscrimination .. TheseThese 
formsforms extendextend fromfrom redliningredlining inin thethe salesale ofof 

subtle, 

employ­realreal estateestate toto discriminationdiscrimination inin employ­
justice.mentment toto thethe maladministrationmaladministration ofof justice . 

InIn issuingissuing thethe EmancipationEmancipation ProclamationProclamation 
did,andand wordingwording itit asas hehe did, LincolnLincoln wentwent asas 

farfar asas hehe feltfelt thethe lawlaw permittedpermitted himhim toto go.go. 
InIn subsequentsubsequent monthsmonths hehe wentwent aa bitbit fur­fur­
ther,ther, inchinch byby inch,inch, untiluntil beforebefore hishis deathdeath 
hehe waswas callingcalling forfor thethe enfranchisementenfranchisement ofof 
somesome blacksblacks .. TheThe differencedifference betweenbetween thethe 
positionposition ofof LincolnLincoln inin 18631863 andand Ameri­Ameri­

thatcanscans inin 19931993 isis that ourour leadersleaders inin highhigh 
placesplaces seemseem notnot toto havehave eithereither thethe hu­hu­

Lincoln.manitymanity oror thethe couragecourage ofof Lincoln. TheThe lawlaw 
itselfitself isis nono longerlonger anan obstructionobstruction toto justicejustice 
andand equality,equality, butbut itit isis thethe peoplepeople whowho livelive 
underunder thethe lawlaw whowho areare themselvesthemselves anan ob­ob­
viousvious obstructionobstruction toto justice.justice. OneOne cancan onlyonly 
hopehope thatthat soonersooner ratherrather thanthan laterlater wewe cancan 
allall findfind thethe couragecourage toto livelive underunder thethe spiritspirit 
ofof thethe EmancipationEmancipation ProclamationProclamation andand 

inspi­underunder thethe lawslaws thatthat flowedflowed fromfrom itsits inspi­
ration.ration. 

on byThisThis essayessay isis basedbased on aa talktalk givengiven by ProfessorProfessor 
FranklinFranklin atat thethe NationalNational Archives,Archives, JanuaryJanuary 4,4, 
1993, l30th1993, onon thethe 130th anniversaryanniversary ofof thethe signingsigning 

Proclamation .ofof thethe EmancipationEmancipation Proclamation. 
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