










MAj. JAMEs LONgsTREET, U.S. ARMY
James Longstreet was born in South Carolina 
on January 8, 1821. He graduated from 
West Point in 1842 and served in the Indian 
campaigns and the war with Mexico. He 
rose through the ranks, and at the time of 
his resignation in 1861, he was a major and 
paymaster.

Writing to the paymaster general from 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, on May 9, 1861, 

Longstreet simply states, �I have the honor to tender my resignation as 
a Major and Paymaster in the Army of the United States.� Longstreet�s 
resignation was received in the adjutant general�s of�ce on June 1 and was 
accepted the same day.

He was appointed a brigadier general in the Confederate army on June 17, 
1861. He was promoted to the rank of major general on October 7, 1861, 
and to lieutenant general on October 9, 1862. He served in the eastern 
theater and participated in First Manassas, the Peninsula Campaign, and the 
battles of Second Manassas, Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg, and Gettysburg. He 
then went west to participate in the Battle of Chickamauga in September 
of 1863. He returned to the eastern theater in time to participate in the 
Battle of the Wilderness, where he was wounded on May 6, 1864. He was 
part of Lee�s Army of Northern Virginia that surrendered at Appomattox 
Court House, April 9, 1865. Robert E. Lee referred to his capable corps 
commander as �my old war horse.�

FIRsT LT. JOHN R.F. TATTNALL, USMC
John Rogers Fenwick Tattnall, the son of Flag Of�cer Josiah Tattnall, was born 
in 1829. He was commissioned a second lieutenant, U.S. Marine Corps, on 
November 3, 1847, and was promoted to �rst lieutenant on February 22, 
1857.

At the start of the Civil War, Tattnall was serving with the African Squadron 
on board the San Jacinto. He submitted his resignation to Capt. Charles 
Wilkes on October 7, 1861, requesting the commanding of�cer of the vessel 
to receive it and forward to the Navy Department. Wilkes refused. He tried 
again on November 3, and Wilkes again refused.

On November 19, in a letter addressed to Secretary of the Navy Gideon 
Welles, he summed up his attempts to resign. On November 22, 1861, Welles 
handled the matter quickly, in a letter to the commandant of the New York 
Navy Yard: �transmitted herewith is the dismissal of First Lieutenant J.R.F. 
Tatnall, U.S. Marine Corps. You will send this of�cer under a guard, to Fort 
Warren in the Harbor of Boston there to be delivered to the Commandant 
of that Post, as a Prisoner.�

On November 27, 1861, Tattnall was sent to Fort Warren as a prisoner. 
He was exchanged on January 10, 1862, and released from Fort Warren 
on January 13, 1862. He was then commissioned as a captain in the C.S. 
Marine Corps later that month. He served at various times during the war 
in the Confederate Provisional Army and an Alabama infantry regiment 
before returning to the C.S. Marine Corps. He organized Company E of 
the Marine Corps, and his company was later surrendered on April 28, 
1865, at Greensboro, North Carolina, as part of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston�s 
command.
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