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Preface 

This reference information paper provides descriptions of more than 39 series of textual, still pic-
ture, motion picture, sound recording, cartographic, and architectural records that provide infor-
mation about the Korean War. Six decades ago, the National Archives began publishing reference 
information papers (RIPs) as part of a comprehensive descriptive program designed to to help 
people find their way through the voluminous records in our holdings.

Related topics addressed in other recent reference information papers include: Records Relating 
to American Prisoners of War and Missing-in-Action Personnel from the Korean War and 
During the Cold War Era (RIP 102, 1997) and Records of Military Agencies Relating to African 
Americans from the Post–World War I Period to the Korean War (RIP 105, 2000). The best over-
all source of information about Federal archives is the comprehensive Guide to Federal Records 
in the National Archives of the United States (1996). NARA’s web site, www.archives.gov, offers 
access to the text of this guide as well as to the Archival Research Catalog (ARC), the online cata-
log of NARA’s nationwide holdings.

As the nation’s recordkeeper, NARA safeguards records of all three branches of the Federal 
Government. NARA meets an almost unlimited range of information needs, ensuring access to 
records on which both the credibility of government and the accuracy of history depend. We 
welcome any comments you may have on the information products and services NARA provides. 
Please e-mail your ideas to inquire@nara.gov.

 John W. Carlin 
 archivist of the uNited 
states
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