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Agency: 

Name of 

System: 

Description of 

System: 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

APHIS Comprehensive Electronic Permit System (ePermits) 

Under the authority of the Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7701 et seq.) and 

the Animal Health Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 8301 et seq.), APHIS 

regulates the importation, entry, exportation, and interstate movement of 

animals, plants, biological control organisms, noxious weeds, animal and 

plant products, and other articles, as necessary to prevent the introduction 

and interstate spread of plant pests, and pests and diseases of livestock. 

The ePermits system enables customers to apply for a pem1it, pay permit 

application fees, check the status of a pem1it application, and view issued 

permits and other information online in a secure manner. It allows APHIS 

regulatory officials to issue/pem1it, track, and rapidly verify the validity of 

Federal Import Permits. 

This system is used to support the permitting processes for the Plant 

Protection and Quarantine (PPQ), Veterinary Services (VS), and 

Biotechnology Regulatory Services (BRS) programs within APHIS. 

System documentation is covered by GRS 20, item 1 lal .  

Item 1. Master 

File The system contains the following information about customers (those 

applying for permits)· name, address, telephone numbers, e-mail address 

and organization name and job function; name, quantity, country of ongin 

and intended use of regulated articles (organisms and materials) to be 

imported; destination addresses for shipments of regulated articles, 

including contact name and phone number; planned dates and ports of 

entries for shipments, planned quantities of permitted articles in 

shipments; for permits that require fee payments, the system uses payment 

amount, payment date, the payment transaction number, and either the last 

4 digits of the credit card number used, the check number, or the APHIS 

user fee account number. This data may include confidential business 

information. 



The system contains the following information about employees: name, 

address, telephone number, e-mail address, organization name and job 

function; for staff who sign permits, the system uses a digital image of the 

handwritten employee signature for printing the permit. 

( \ ) a. Records maintained by Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ) 

DISPOSITION: Temporary. Cut off at the end of the fiscal year in 

which permit expires. Delete/destroy 10 years after cutoff. 

b Records maintained by Veterinary Services or Biotechnology 

Regulatory Services 

DISPOSITION: Temporary. Cut off at the end of the fiscal year m 

which permit expires. Delete/destroy 7 years after cutoff. 




