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 U.S. Patent and Trademark	 Office 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) 
Office of Independent Inventor Programs (OIIP) 

1. Invention Promoter Complaints 

The passage ofthe American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 as enacted under Public 
Law (p.L) 106-113 has a number of significant impacts on the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO). A key provision ofP.L. 106-113 is section 4001, codified 
at 35 U.S.C. 297, in which the USPTO is required to make complaints received by the 
USPTO involving invention promoters publicly available. The complaints and related 
responses are captured using a World Wide Web (WWW) based Commercial-off-the-
shelf (COTS) application. The form includes but is not limited to the following data 
fields which allow the OIIP to track the nature of the complaint: the date a complaint was 
received; the date a letter was sent to the complainant; a file number; the complete name 
of the complainant; and the date the complaint was published on USPTO WWW page 
which contains the specific information for the OIIP. The total number of complaints 
received is estimated to be 20-30 per year. 
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