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INDIVIDUAL DENTAL HEALTH RECORDS AND X-RAYS
(Table 162-1)
(Applicable Air Force-wide)

1 Rule 5. Changed the disposition of individual NC1-AFU-
dental health records on dependents of military 77-90
personnel to "destroy 5 years after year of last
treatment" vice "retire to NPRC(CPR) 2 years after
year of last treatment." Reason is that few of
Air Force’s more experienced dental clinic manageri
have any recollection of requesting dependent
dental health records from NPRC. Usually, dentistg
find it more practical to make a new up-to-date
record than to request the old one from NPRC. Any
necessary legal action is normally within a five

- year period. Litigation beyond that time frame is
extremely unlikely, and should a case occur, the
record may or may not help the government’s positipn.
The statutes of limitation for bringing a claim
under the Military Claims Act and the Federal Tort
Claims Act are two years from the date of accrual..
The Air Force Office of The Judge Advocate General
stated that five years allows a sufficient time to
consider and defend virtually all cases. Air Forc¢
also believes it is an extravagant waste to retain
tens of thousands of these dependent dental health
records for 15 years (note 1) for a possible liti-
gation or other situation that is unlikely to occuj.
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2 Note 1. Changed last sentence on destroying dental NC1-AFU-
health records for nonmilitary persons by adding 80-45
" unless stated otherwise,"; which means we are
excluding dependents dental health records. Air
Force still applies the 15 year disposition for
dental health records for nonmilitary persons to
civilian employees (Rule 6), Peace Corps and State
Department personnel, and all other personnel not
covered (Rule 10).

3 Note 2. Delete, since the receipt for dental health
records hand-carried to other medical facilities is$
Clinic Index (AF Form 1942) card. We now destroy
this card when records are eligible for retirement
to NPRC, per Rule 10.1, versus previously including
it with dental health records sent to NPRC.

4 Note 3. Revised in order to exclude dependents
(divorced spouses, children no longer eligible for
care) dental health records from retirement to NPRC.

5 Note 4. Revised to cover only the retention of
dental health records of retired military personnel
at the dental facility if they expect to receive
care versus retiring them to NPRC. We are excluding
same requirement to keep these records for depend-
ents as they are no longer sent to NPRC.
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TABLE 162-1
INDIVIDUAL DENTAL HEALTH RECORDS AND X-RAYS I
R A B C D
U
L1If records
Elare consisting of which are |then
5|individual |dental health record on depen- |*destroy 5
dental folders containing den- |dents of years after
health tal examination and military year of last
records for|treatment forms such as |personnel |treatment.
other than |Dental Health Record (include
active duty| (SF 603), Consultation, |dependents
military Laboratory Reports, Den-|of retired
personnel tal Patient History, military
(notes 1, Periodontal Scoring personnel)
2, 3, 4) Chart, and related
records and data
NOTES:

1. *Records dated before 1982, retired to NPRC(MPR or CPR), are in
alphabetical sequence. Records dated 1982 and later, retired to
NPRC(MPR or CPR), are in numerical, terminal digit order;
accompanied by the patient record retirement cards in alphabetical
order in the first box of each accession. Destroy dental health
records for military personnel 50 years after date of latest
record. Destroy dental health records for nonmilitary persons,
unless stated otherwise, 15 years after date of latest record.

*
2. *RESERVED e (PR B Lot 1304 €9
3. *Retire nonmilitary dental health records, other than
dependents, pertaining to deaths at the end of the year when
change of status occurs.

4. *Retain dental health records for retired military personnel
when it is known that they still reside in the area and expect to
receive care at the dental facility





