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ITANOA"D fO"M 1'5 (RE v. l·U 
Ǫetcri ... OrG•• 

REQUEST FOR RECORDS D..-ostTION AUTHORITY 
/lal lllllNni•,,, ,,.,.) 

' GENERAL URVICU ADMINISTRATION 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE. WASHINGTON, DC ... 

__ ,, 

I hnby mrtifv thlt I em euthorized to Kt for this lll"CY in mmn ,_.ining to 1hl dilPalll of the agency's records. 
thlt the NCords pro for dilpcml in "this R-..-t of 2 lllllCat n not w lmdld for h bulinm of 1his 
egency or will not be raded lfter the Jetention periods epecified; end that written concurrwa from the General 
Accounting Off ice. if NQUired under 1he provisions of Title 8 of thl GAO Mlnull for Guidlncl of Ftderll Agenc;ts, is 
atllehed. 

A. GAO concurrence: 0 is attached; or (] is unnecesury. 

GRACE T. ROWE 
1 s FEB 1990 Chief, Records Mgmt Policy Branch 

t. G"SOR7. 8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM SuPERSEDEOITEM ttt"itfl 111ǫ1.,.;.,, .Dir•• or ••r.11tao11 l'Wriofll1 JOBNO CITATIOl\I 

ADMINISTRATIVE PATIENT RECORDS (Table 168-3) 
(Applicable Air Force-wide) 

1 Rule 2. Changed the disposition of master index NN-l70-33 
of patients to "destroy after 30 years, or when 
facility is deactivated or placed on standby 
status, whichever is sooner" vice "destroy when 
medical facility is inactivated or placed on 
standby status." We only need to keep this 
hospital index for 30 years, since this time 
frame wonld meet oracticallv all our retrieval 
requirements for former patient information. 
Also, former hospital patients, military and 
non-military, have access to their medical records 
for 50 years after date of latest record. We also 
changed the description by adding "or computer 
entries," as hospitals are now storing this index 
data in long-term retrievable computer format vice 
the 3"x511 patient locator cards. 
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TABLE 168-3 

ADMINISTRATIVE PATIENT 

R A B C D 

L If records 
E are consisting of which are then 

2 	 master 
index of 
patients 

*cards or computer 
entries used as a 
nominal index to all 
patients admitted to a 
medical treatment 
facility, including 
related forms accumul­
ated at Army hospitals 
before transfer of 
jurisdiction to AF 

*destroy 
after 30 
years, or 
when facility 
is deacti­
vated or 
placed on 
standby 
status, 
whichever is 
sooner 
(note) . 




