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1 Foreign Military Sales (FMS) 1 NC1-AFU=-77-25
(AFR 4-20, Volume 2, Table 400-1, Rule 6) - NN-170-33

The purpose of this submission is to schedule
the retention period for rule 6 as "destroy'
30 years after the case is closed".

Justification warranting continuous preserva-
tion is twofold:

(1) These documents contain decisions and
data that reveal the.politico-military =¥
relaticnship of the United States Air Force
to foreign governments through the sale of
products and services to other countries.
These documents, individually & in compila*
tion, may reveal the spirit of international
military cooperation and historical back-
ground of continuing interest to archivists
and researchers.

(2) The financial and logistical information
in these case files is used by the Department
of State and the US Air Force to defend our
Government in claims litigation at the Inter-
national Court of Justice (ICJ) and in inter-
national tribunals. These records contain
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the audit trails for proof of delivery. There

is no statute of limitations for claims in the
international community and there is insufficient
history of claims on which to base a best-case
retention period. Each claim represents the
potential for a tremendous US Government financial
loss. To illustrate the significance, we quote
part of an 11 Oct 90 letter by Mr. Glenn A. Rudd,
Deputy Director, Defense Security Assistance
Agency, "...we are in litigation with the
Government of Iran over Foreign Military Sales
billings for the Iranian program. Subject claims
by the Iranians...could ultimately result in the
challenging of bills totaling approximately $2.6
billion plus interest...our defense will rest on
developing firm documentation t» validate our
billings."

See attached justification from the Chief, Programs
Division, Deputy Under Secretary for International
Affairs.
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