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Series Title: Willy Burgdorfer Papers 

Description: Records of Willy Burgorder, the discoverer of the Lyme disease agent. 
Burgdorfer's papers document his work at Rocky Mountain Laboratories as a scientist 
and administrator, his extensive contact and collaboration with other scientists 
worldwide, attendance at conferences, teaching and lecturing, and awards received. His 
laboratory and field work on Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, relapsing fever, California 
encephalitis, Lyme disease, and other tick-borne or rickettsial diseases is documented in 
his laboratory notebooks, correspondence with other scientits, extensive photographic 
documentation of microscopic laboratory subjects, and one film. Materials from teaching, 
lectures, and conferences show his active and worldwide efforts to promote collaboration, 
communicate progress on research, and increase communication with the general public 
on tick-borne diseases. His service as an administrator at Rocky Mountain Laboratories, 
and other documentation of Laboratory governance, priorities, and planning is 
documented in annual reports and meetings with the Board of Scientific Counselors; 
there are also clippings and photographs relating to employees of the Laboratory and the 
Laboratory's history. There are extensive materials about the Lyme Disease Foundation's 
work. The collection also documents his awards and honors. 

Dates: 1948-2003 
Quantity: 15.5 linear feet 

DISPOSITION: Permanent. Transfer to National Archives upon approval of retention 
schedule. 
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