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3 MINOR SUBDIVISION 
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provis10ns of Title 8 of the GAO Manual for Guidance of Federal Agencies, 
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Attachment to SF-I I 5, AHRQ Request for Records D1spositton Authonty for Electromc Records 
- HCUP Databases 

Item I AHRQ Healthcare Cost and Ut1hzat1on Project 

The Heathcare Cost and Ut1ltzat10n ProJect provides a collect10n of health care databases 
developed through a Federal-State-Industry partnership and sponsored by the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Qualtty HCUP 1s based on statewide data collected by md1v1dual data 
orga111zat10ns across the Umted States and provided to AHRQ through HCUP partnership data 
use agreements 

HCUP databases mclude but are not ltm1ted to the followmg 

• The Nationwide Inpatient Sample (NIS )-mpattent data from a national sample of over 
1,000 hospitals 

• The Kids' Inpatient Database (KID)--a nationwide sample of ped1atnc 111pat1ent 
discharges 

• The State Inpatient Databases (SID)-contam mpatient discharge abstracts from 
part1cipatmg states 

• The State Ambulatory Surgery Databases (SASD)--contam data from ambulatory care 
encounters from hosp1tal-affiltated and sometnnes freestandmg ambulatory surgery sites 

• The State Emergency Department Databases (SEDD)--contam data from hosp1tal
affihated emergency departments for v1s1ts that do not result m hosp1tahzations 

a Inputs Part1cipatmg orgamzations provide AHRQ 1N1th raw data from discharge 
abstracts, and AHRQ converts the mformat10n mto a standard format 

D1spos1t1on TEMPORARY Delete after mformat10n has been transferred to the master 
file and venfied GRS 20, item I b 

b Master file Contams cltmcal and nonchmcal mformat10n collected from state and pnvate 
mdustry partners from discharge abstracts mcluding diagnoses and procedures, discharge 
status, patient demographics, and charges 

D1spos1t10n TEMPORARY Destroy at the end of the project or when no longer needed 
for business purposes, whichever 1s later 

Item 2 HCUPnet 

AHRQ uses HCUPnet to provide the pubhc with access to data from the HCUP databases 
Informat10n available in HCUPnet 1s made available by part1c1pating partners, HCUPnet hosts 
non-sensitive aggregate statistics from the HCUP data HCUPnet currently features data from 
NIS, KID, NEDS, and SID databases 

a Master file. Data from participating HCUP databases with personally 1dent1fiable 
111format10n removed Includes tables, aggregate statistics, and charts for identtfymg, 
trackmg, analyzing, and comparing statistics on hospital care as well as measures of 
health care quahty that make use of available hospital inpatient administrative data 



b System Documentat1011 

D1spos1t1on 
records GRS 20, item 11 a2 

Attachment to SF- 1 15, AHRQ Request for Records D1spos1tton Authonty for Electrornc Records 
- HCUP Databases 

D1spos1t1on PERMANENT Cut off after each annual update Transfer to the National 
Archives 11nmed1ately after cutoff 

PERMANENT Transfer system documentation \V1th permanent 
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