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1..EAVE BLANK (NARA use onl )

REQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY JOB NUMBER ~ / 
{See Instructions on reverse) Nl-//5- -/ 

DATE RECEIVEDTO: NATIONAL ARCHNES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION (NIR) 
WASHINGTON, DC 20408 II-

1. FROM (Agency or establishment) NOTIFICATION TO AGENCY 
Panama Canal Commission 

2. MAJOR SUBDIVISION In accordance with the provisions of 44 
U .S.C. 3303a the disposition request,

Information Mana ement including amendments, is approved except 
for items that may be marked "disposition3. MINOR SUBDIVISION 
not approved" or "withdrawn" in column 10. 

Records Mana ement Branch 
4. NAME OF PERSON WITH WHOM TO CONFER 5. TELEPHONE DATE 

(301) 420-0675 
Denise B. Will ext. 272- J-.2 3·-0 

6. AGENCY CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify that I am authorized to act for this agency in matters pertaining to t isposition of its records 
and that the records proposed for disposal on the attached __J__ page(s) are not now needed for the business 
of this agency or will not be needed after the retentionreriods specified; and that written concurrence from 
the General Accounting Office, under the provisions o Title 8 of the GAO Manual for Guidance of Federal 
Agencies, 

~ 0 is attached; or O has been requested. 

ENTATIVE TITLE 

Chief, IMCR 

7. 9. GRSOR 10. ACTION 
ITEM 8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM AND PROPOSED DISPOSITION SUPERSEDED TAKEN(NARA 
NO. JOB CITATION USE ONLY) 

RECORDS OF THE PANAMA CANAL COMMISSION 
METEOROLOGICAL AND HYDROGRAPHIC RECORDS 

(SYSTEMS) 

METEOROLOGY RECORDS 

Climatology Data System. Real-time hourly 
data on wind speed and direction, air 
temperature, relative humidity, dew point, 
barometric pressure, and solar radiation 
electronically transmitted from four weather 
stations via VHF radio to a central data 
collection microcomputer for error checking 
and plotting. Data is then downloaded to an 
ASCII file for printing, distribution, and 
archival storage via the mainframe computer. 
The data in the system is used for flood 
control and to provide historical 
climatological information to PCC operating 
divisions. 

NSN 7540-00-634-4064 STANDARD FORM 115 (REV. 3-91) 
PREVIOUS EDITION NOT USABLE Prescribed by NARA 

36 CFR 1228 

115-109 
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JAN-20-1998 13:54 272 5138 P.01 
' ...·. .a 

.JOB NUMBER PAGE 
REQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY - CONTINUATION -/?.r- <jJ-1 2 

7. 9. GFIS OFI 10. ACTION 
ITEM S. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM AND PROPOSED DISPOSITION SUPERSEDED TAKEN(NA~A 
NO. .J08 CITATION USE ONI.Y) 

a. Input: Climatology data electronically 
transmitted every hour from 4 weather 
stations via VHF radio to a central PC for 
error checking and plotting. 

2'.EMPORARr. Delete after the information has 
been transferred to the system masterfile 
and verified. 

b. Datafiles on micro and mainframe 
computers (1975-present). 

n:HFORARr. Delete when information is 
superseded, obsolete, or no longer needed 
for current operations. 

c. Output: 

l) Floppy disk containing "processed" 
·storical climatology data in ASCII 

for t (1975-present), maintained by 
the rology Section. 

~O.RARr. the National N1-185-96-1, item 2a 
Climatic Data Center (NC no longer 
needed for 

NOTE: All transfers of records to ncies 
other than the NARA shall be according 
CFR 1228 .126. 

(2) Magnetic tape {1975-present), 
maintained by Computer Operations 
Section. 

::t'EMPORARr. Cut off at end of calendar year. 
Delete when no longer needed for current 

operations. 

d copy (1900-present). 
Handwrit or computer printout 
of weather data arra 
geographically by weather stati~~---

115-205 Two copies, including original, to be submitted STANDARD FORM 115-A (AEV. 3-91)
to the National Arehiv..<Q .,..,,. Q ................. .& ...-:-:-••-•:--



8 

2 

272 5138 P.02JAN-20-1998 12:ss . IMMD 
•· • I .. , • -· Cl 

JOB NUMBER PAGE 
REQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY - CONTINUATION AI/-/JS-- if- I 3 

7, 9. GRSOR 10. ACTION 
rreM 8. OESCAIPTION OF ITEM ANO PROPOSED DISPOSITION SUPERSEOEO TAICEN(NARA 
~o. JOB CITATION USE ONLY} 

Microfilm in accordance with 36 N1-185•96-1, item 2b 
Destroy hard copy upon 

ion of microfilm. 

( 4) 

XEMPOM.Rr. o the Panama Canal N1-185-96·1t item 2c 
Authority Archives when longer needed for 
current operations. 

NOT£: Transfer duplicate set 
to the National Climatic Data 

BrD.ROG.RAPBIC RECORDS 

Hydrological & Meteorological System Control 
Strings (1911-Present}. Contains 15-minute 
readings of rainfall, river, lake, and tide 
elevations collected from each of the 30 
meteorology and hydrology stations along the 
Canal watershed which are processed in both 
the Meteorology and Operations Sections for 
error checking, plotting, and file 
preparation. These files are submitted 
along with River Discharge Rating data and 
Validation Parameters data to the mainframe 
computer for computation, report generation 
and printing, and annualized masterfile 
magnetic tape generation of 15-minute 
elevation data. A copy of the masterfile 
tape data is downloaded to floppy disk for 
computing, formatting, and converting to CD
ROM by the Operations Section. 

a. Input: Electronic transfer of rainfall 
data from the meteorology and hydrology 
station on-site data logger to stand alone 
?Cs for error-checking, plotting, and file 
preparation. 

!l'EHPO.RARr. Delete after information is 
transferred to the system masterfile and 
verified. 

115-205 Two copies, ir,cluding original, to be submitted STANDARD FORM 116-A {REV. 3-91)
tc, the National Archives and Records Adminis1:ra'tion. - .... 

http:XEMPOM.Rr
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O· • 
JOB NUMBER PAGE 

REQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY - CONTINUATION IV -/J.s--7t- I 4 8 

7. 9. GFISO~ 10. AC'TlON 
rrEM a. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM ANO PROPOSED DISPOSITION SUPEFISEDED TAKEN(NARA 
NO. JOB CITATION USE ONLY) 

b. Datafiles on micro and mainframe 
computers. 

TEHPOJUmY. Delete when information is 
superseded, obsolete, or no longer needed for 
current operations. 

c. Output: 

(1) Annual rainfall, river, lake, and 
tide data stored on electronic media: 

(a) Annualized magnetic tape (1971-
present), maintained by Computer 
Operations Section. 

TEMPOMRY. Delete after data is transferred 
to CD-ROM and verified. 

(b) ASCII data files on CD-ROM 
(1971-present), maintained by 
ECEH Operations Section. 

~O.RAlU'. longer needed for current N1-185-96•1, item 
operations, transfer in, river, and lake 5a(2) 
data to the U.S. Geologi l Survey (USGS), 
and tide data to the Nation Oceanographic 
Data Center (NODC). 

NOTE: All transfers of records to agen ·es 
other than NARA shall be according to 36 
1228 .126. 

(c) Floppy disk (1971-present) 
maintained by ECEH Meteorology 
Section. 

TEMPO.RA.Rr. Delete when no longer needed for 
current operations. 

Copy: 

(a) Mont lake, 
and tide elev 
discharge. 

115-205 Two ccpies. including original, to be submitted STAN0AAC FORM 115-A (REV. 3•91}
to the National Arehivag anti Ra.-Ar...l• A..i-=--=•••-•1--

http:TEMPO.RA.Rr
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JOB NUMBER PAGE 
REQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY • CONTINUATION -tlr- 7t-l s 8 

7. 8, GFIS O~ 10. ACTION 
ITEM 8. DESCRIPTION OJ: ITEM ANO PROPOSED DISPOSITION SUPERSEDED TAKEN(NARA 
NO. .JOB CITATION use ONLY) 

Break files at end of calendar N1-185-96·1, item 
Destroy when gauging information is 5b(1) 

d or when 5 years old, whichever is 

rainfall data. 

ff!MPOMRr. Microfi in accordance with 36 N1-185-96-1, item 
CFR 1230. Destroy ha copy S years after 5b(2) 
verification of microfil 

(3) Microfilm of rainfal 

TEMPOMRr. Transfer to the N1-185-96-1, item Sc 
Authority. Destroy when no for 
reference. 

3 Daily Bydroiogy Data System (1914-Present). 
PC-based relational database system used to 
evaluate net inflows from the watersheds, 
prepare daily water balances for the Panama 
Canal watershed, store water expenditures, 
and develop daily hydrology reports. 

a. Input: Manual input of information from 
daily reports on water expended at the 
Panama Canal Locks, hydropower generation 
and expenditures, water spillage at Gatun 
Spillway and Madden Dam, and daily lake 
elevations. 

~o.RARr. Destroy 3 months after 
information is transferred to the system 
masterfile and verified. 

&. Datafiles containing daily hydrology 
data. 

:l'EHPORARr. Delete when superseded, obsolete, 
or no longer needed for current operations. 

115-20S Two copies. including original. to ba submitted STANDARD FOAM 115-A (REV. 3•91) 
to the National Archives and--,.ecords Admini...,,. • .,;,.. ... 
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PAGE 
REQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY • CONTINUATION 

6 8 

7. 
fTEM a. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM ANO PROPOSED OISPOSmON 
NO, 

Hard Copy: 

Daily Hydrology Report and 
summaries (1914-present). 

XEMPORARl:". at end of calendar 
year. years old. 

Average Inflows summary 
14-present). 

2'!:MPORA.Rr. Transfer Records 
Center when 10 years when 30 
years old or when no for Canal 
operations. 

(2) Floppy disk (1990-present 
maintained by Hydrology Secti 

ff:HPORAar. Transfer to the Panama Cana 
Authority Archives when no longer needed 
current operations. 

Monthl.y Bydzology Data System (1914-Present). 
PC-based system used to estimate water 
expenditures and evaluate net inflows into 
the Gatun and Madden Lakes and downstream 
watersheds. Also used to prepare monthly, 
calendar and fiscal year water balances and 
reports for the Panama Canal watershed. 

a. Input: Manual input of information from 
monthly evaporation expenditures and 
starting/ending elevations for Gatun and 
Madden lakes; municipal water 
expenditures; hydropower water 
expenditures at Gatun and Madden Power 
Plants; water spillage at Gatun Spillway 
and Madden Dam; and Locks water 
expenditures. 

%ZZG'ORARr. Destroy 3 months after 
information is transferred to the system 
masterfile and verified. 

9. GRS OA 10. ACTION 
SUPERSEOED TAJCEN(NARA 
.JOB CITATION USE ONLY) 

N1-185-96-1, item 
9a(1) 

N1•185-96·1, item 
9a(2) 

N1-185-96-1, item 
9b(1) 

115·205 Two copies. including original. to be submined STANDARD FOAM 11&.A (REV. 3•91) 
to the National Archives and Records Administr1nion. - .. . . -

http:2'!:MPORA.Rr


•· 272 5138 P.06JAN-20-1998 13:00 . IMMD 

" ., J Cl 

PAGE 
REQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY - CONTINUATION 7 8 

7. 
rTEM 8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM ANO PROPOSED OISPOSITION 
NO. 

b., Datafiles containing monthly, calendar 
and fiscal year hydrology data. 

ff>JPO.RARr. Delete when information is 
superseded, obsolete, or no longer needed for 
current operations. 

1) Hard Copy. Auxiliary Worksheet 
eport, Hydrology Report and Monthly 

a Annual Summaries (1914-present). 

1"EMPORARr. Tr sfer to the Agency Records 
Center when 10 y rs old. Destroy when 30 
years old or when n longer needed for Canal 
operations. 

(2) Floppy disk. dsheet file 
(1990-present) mainta ed by the 
Hydrology Section. 

n:HPo.MRr. Transfer to the 
Authority Archives when 
reference. 

S Byd.rologic Engineering Cente~ Data Storage 
System (BECJ (1990-Present). Hydrologic 
simulator developed by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for modeling of the Panama Canal 
watershed. The system is used to evaluate 
flood hydrography, make mathematical 
calculations for estimating flood plains, 
simulation of flood control and water 
conservation, and calculating reservoir 
damages. 

a. Input: Data on amount of water flow, 
precipitation, river elevation, and 
conditions of the watershed such as soil 
density. 

1'EMPOJULRr. Destroy 3 months after 
information is entered in the system 
masterfile and verified. 

9. GRS OFI 10. ACTION 
SUPERSEDED TAKEN(NARA 
JOB CITATION USE ONLY) 

N1-185-96-1, item 
9a(2) 

N1-185-96-1, item 
9b(2) 

.~ .. -

115-205 Two copies. including original, to be submitted STANDARD FORM 116-A {REV. 3•91) 
to the National Archives and Records Adminigtr"a1:in" 



• 272 S!.33 P.27JPN-22-1SS8 13:20 
/ 

JOB NUMBER PAGEI REQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY - CONTINUATION IA,l)-//S-7JJ-/ l 
8 I'\!: 8 

7, 9. ORS OR 10. ACTION 
rreM 8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM ANO PROPOSED DISPOSITION SUPERSEDED TAKEN (NARA 
NO. JOB crrATION USE ONLY) 

b. Datafiles. 

TEMPORARY. Delete when no longer needed for 
current operations. 

c. Output: Periodic charts, reports and 
· graphs. 

T.EMPORARY. Destroy when no longer ne.eded for 
current operations. 

6. Documentation created by the Climatology Data 
System, Hydrological and Meteorological System 
Control Strings, Daily Hydrology Data System, 
Monthly Hydrology Data System, and Hydrologic 
Engineering Center Data Storage System. 

TEMPORARY. Destroy when superseded, obsolete, 
or no longer needed for operations. 

15-205 Two copies. including original, to be submitted STANDARD FORM 115-A (REV. 3-91) 
to the National Archives and Record!! Admini~tr11tin,.. 




