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REQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY 

To: NATIONAL ARCHIVES & RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
8601 ADELPHI ROAD COLLEGE PARK, MD 20740-6001 

1 FROM (Agency or establishment) 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) 

JOB NUMBER 
N 1-406-09- / 3 

Date received 

NOTIFICATION TO AGENCY 

2 MAJOR SUBD IV ISION 
I n accordance with the provIsIons of 44 U S C  3303a, the 
dIspos1tIon request, including amendments, Is approved 

approved" or ''withdrawn" m column 1 O 

e era 1g way mm1stration (FHWA)F d 1 H. h Ad · · · 

Office of Research, Development, and Technology 
(HRT), Office of Safety R&D (HRDS) 

4. NAME OF PERSON WI TH WHOM TO CONFER 
Carol Tan 

5 TELEPHONE NUMBER 
(202) 493-3315 

DATE ARCHIVIST OF THE UNI TED STATES 

AGENCY CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify that I am authorized to act for tlus agency m matters pertammg to the d1spos1tlon of its records and that the 
records proposed for disposal on the attached _5 _ page(s) are not needed now for the busmess for tlus agency or will not be 
needed after the retent10n penods specified; and that wntten concurrence from the General Accountmg Office, under the 
prov1s1ons of Title 8 of the GAO Manual for Guidance of Federal Agencies, 

� Is not requued D 1s attached, or D has been requested 

DATE SI GNATURE OF AGENCY REPRESENTAT IVE TI TLE 

Records Officer �o? � d/)()7 Z/ca,_ /rt -war 
9 GRS OR 10 ACTI ON TAKEN 7 I TEM NO 8 DESCRI PTI ON OF I TEM AND PROPOSED DISPOSI TION SUPERSEDED JOB (NARA USE ONLY) C I TATI ON 

This schedule covers the Highway Safety Information 
System (HSIS) in the Office of Research, 
Development, and Technology's (HRT's), Office of 
Safety Research and Development (HRDS), 
maintamed in the Washington Headquarters Office of 
the Federal Highway Admimstrat1on (FHW A). The 
HSIS contains sensitive mformation and requires 
controlled access and handling to safeguard against a 
breach of information (Privacy Act of 1974 and the 
Federal Information Security Management Act of 
2002). 

See attached. 
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NewHighway Safety Information System (HSIS)
The Highway Safety Information System (HSIS) is a 
database that contains crash, roadway inventory, and 
traffic volume data for a select group of States and 
urban centers. Currently, the participating States are 
California, Illmois, Mame, Minnesota, North Carolma, 
Ohio, and Washmgton. Data are only collected for the 
roadway systems under State Department of 
Transportation (DOT) control (i e., the "State system") 
except in Mame, where data on all roadways are 
included. The urban centers are Charlotte, North 
Carolina, and the Bangor Area Comprehensive 
Transportation System m Mame HSIS also contams 
historical data from Michigan and Utah DOTs. 

HSIS uses data already being collected by States for 
managing the highway system and studymg highway 
safety. The participating States voluntarily provide 
FHW A with the data with the condition that the data be 
used solely for furthering highway safety research that 
is to be published publicly For any other use (e.ga, 
private use by a business), the data request is forwarded 
to the State, or permission is given by the State to HSIS 
staff to fulfill the request. HSIS data are used to 
support the FHW A safety research program and as 
mput to program and policy decisions. HSIS data are 
also available to analysts conducting research under the 
National Cooperative Highway Research Program, 
umvers1ty researchers, and others mvolved m the study 
of highway safety. 

HSIS is a roadway-based system which provides 
quality data on a large number of accident, roadway, 
and traffic variables. HSIS contams only pohce­
reported accident data on the State-mamtained highway 
system. Data for the origmal five HSIS States (Illinois, 
Mame, Michigan, Mmnesota, and Utah) are available 
from 1985, while data for the newer HSIS States are 
available from 1991 (California and North Carolina), 
1993 (Washington), and 1997 (01110). The data are 
acquired annually and processed mto a common 
computer fornrnt (1.e., smular variables m different 
States are given the same name, but State-specific 
codmg is retained), quality-control checked, 
documented, and prepared for analysis. The data does 
not reside on the Web. Data requests are made via the 
HSIS website (http·//w-ww hsisinfo org/). Extract files 
of the data are provided to the requesting researcher if 
the criteria noted above are met - the research is to be 
conducted m the general public mterest and is intended 
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for publication m a scientific Journal or other national 
publication Requests for an entire State's data files are 
d1rected to the specific State DOT m question. 

Inputs.1. 
HSIS e1:1ffeAtlJ' Feeep,•es aata ffem se•,'eA State 9G+s 
EGalifemia, Ilhneis, Man�e, MiAReseta, Nefth GarnliAa, 
Glue, aH:a Washmgtefl:j aAa twe 1:1reaR eeH:tefs 
EGhaFlette, Nefth GaFelma, aaa the BaRgeF Afea 
GempFeheRs1ve +FaH:speFtaheR System ifl: MaiH:ej. 9ata 
eelleetea mel1:1ae eleetFeme files ef State Peliee 
aeeiaeAt Fepefts as ,,veil as rnaa•Nay iA,,'eRteFies aAa 
trnffie flew aata ffem the paft1e1patmg State 9G+s aH:a 
leeal tFaH:speftatleA aepaFtmeRts. GFash aata mel1:1ae 
eRly these ernshes that eaR ee lmkea te speeifie Fe1:1te 
segmeH:ts feHH:a ifl: the 9G+ Feaav,•ay iR•t'eRteFy file. 
Grnsh •taFiaeles "'aFy by State e1:1t mel1:1ae s1:1esets ef 
vaHaeles eeneeming the eFash Ee g , eFash type, 
leeaheA type, time ef aay, weatheFj, eaeh veh1ele m the 
ernsh Ee.g , ,,,eh1ele maRe¼H'eF pFief te ernsh, vehiele 
type, aamage s1:1stameaj ana eaeh SFP,'ef ana mast 
eee1:1paRts m eaeh ,,,eh1ele Ee g ,  age, geRaeF, IAjl:lfJ' 
se:i,,eRty, eee1:1pant Festrnmt Hse, aleehel usej. +he 
rnaaway iH>,'eRteFy aata afe eaptHFea iR subfiles v,•hieh 
alse ,,,aFy eetweeR States. All States pFe','1ae easie 
m•,•enteFy en State system Feaa•n<ay segmeRts Ee g , 
H:1:1meeF ef laRes, sheHlaeF ,,,,,10th ana type, aH'1aea eF 
l:¼R81','18ea, meaiaH type afl:a 'Nlath, estimates a•rernge 
aaily trnffiej afl:a same pF0','l8e aata 0R Feaaway 
segmeRt ahgmHeRt Ee.g., ElegFee aREI leRgth ef 
heH�eRtal eHP.'e, peFeeRt, leRgth aREI EliFeetieR ef 
gi=aElej, mteFseeheH m>,•eRteFy Ee.g., type ef mteFseetieR, 
n1:1meeF ef eRteFmg legs, tFaffie eeRtrnl t:YI3ej, Famp 
!R','eRteFy Ee.g., leeatieR aRa leRgth effamp, type ef 
rnmpj aREI m1seellanee1:1s iR,,'eAteFy sHetiles Ee.g., 
leeat10A ef Fest arnas eA InteFState h1ghvlaysj. 

9ISPGSI+IGN 9estrny!Elelete vlhen Elata ha:i,'e eeeA 
eHteFea iHte mastef ale 0f Elataease aREI ','Bflfiea, 0f 
,,,,,heH Re leRgeF Reeaea te suppeft Fee0Rstmet10R ef, eF 
seFve as eaelmp te, the mastef me 8f aataease, 
whieheveF 1s lateF. 

2. Master Files. 

The venfied data from all participatmg States as 
descnbed in the Inputs. The data resides on an Oracle 
1 lg server on Windows 2003 Operating System in 
Oracle's propnetary format. The data files from each 
State are orgamzed mto mdividual tables by TYPE of 
data and the YEAR. Followmg are the different tables. 
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Note that all the States do not have all the tables 

Accidents Vehicles Occupants Roadway
Curve Grade Intersections Ramps 

Followmg are the years of data available currently in 
the system for each of the States: 

California 1991 to 2007 
Illinois 1985 to 2007 
Mame 1985 to 2006 
Michigan 1985toa1997 
Mmnesota 1985 to 2007 
North Carolina 1991 to 2005 
Ohio 1997 to 2007 
Utah 1985 to 2000 
Washmgton 1993 to 1996, 2002 to 2007 

DISPOSITION: PERMANENT. Cut off at end of 
calendar year Transfer a copy of the master data file 
to NARA every two years at the end of the calendar 
year, m accordance with 36 CFR 1228.270. 

Outputs.3. 

+he H818 1s Hsed by H8I8 staff, FU\!lA staff, and 
FH\!!A eeRtrnetefs fef h1glH1,zay safety feseaFeh +he 
H8I8 data eaR be Hsed ta aRalyt!ie a lafge Rl:lmbef ef 
safety preblems, faRgmg fl:em the mere basie "preblem 
1deRtlHeatieR11 iss1::1es ta 1deRhfy the sit!ie aRd e*teRt af a 
safety pFeblem ta medeliRg effefts that attempt ta 
f)fediet fut1::1fe aee1deRts ffem rnad'tvay ehaFaeteflshes 
aRd trnffie faetefs. +he H8I8 Elata afe 1::1seEl m Sl:lf3f30ft 
ef the FHWA safety reseafeh prngfam aREl as iRfmt ta 
prngrnm aREI peliey dee1s10Rs +he H8I8 data m the 
fefffi ef e*trnet Hles afe alse a'l•ailable ta aRalysts 
eeREl1::1etmg feseafeh HRSef the NatieRal Geepernti.,,e 
High,.1,•ay Reseafeh Prngrnm, HRH'efs1ty feseafehefs, 
aRd etheFs in.,•eh•ed iR the stHEly ef highway safety. 
+he e*trnet Hies ef H8I8 Elata aFe maEle a'i•ailable at Re 
east feF use by aRy feseafeheF 'Nhe 1s eeRdHetmg 
FeseaFeh fef the geRefal pHblie iRtefest that :vnll be 
1rnbhsheEl m a  seieRtiHe jSHmal ef ethef RaheRal 
p1::1blieat10R. H8I8 staff will 'NeFI� with the feseaFeheF 
iR fiae tHRmg the data FeEJHest, aREl will theR e�EtFaet, 
hRk aREl fefffiat the data as FeEJHested. PFimafily the 
Elata are maR1131::1lateEl m 8A8 fefffiat 1::1s1Rg 8A8 
seftwaFe +he Elata aFe prn'i•iEleEl ta e1::1stamei:s iR 'l'aflel:ls 
fefmats sueh as 8A8, e*eel, A8GII aRd M8 AGGe88. 
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9ISPGSI+IGN: 9e!ete whee the ageeey aetemuees 
that they afe Re leAgeF Aeeaea fef aamm1strntp,,e, legal, 
aHa1t, er ether eperntrnAal puFpeses. 

System Doeumentatioe. 

lfleluaes fueetieeal FetJ:uiremeAts, system aesigA, test 
plaAs, system aea Elataease arehiteet\:lfe, ehafts, tfena 
tables, aea ethef system EleeumeAtatien. +he System 
Qem:lmeetaheA meh:laes a Eleser1ph0A ef GheAt Sep.•er 
areh1teeture eeesrntmg ef Grae le seF,•er aAEl SAS 
GheAt A geAeral EleseApt1ea ef table stmetufe 
eensistmg ef Elata frem eaeh ef the files frem all the 
HSIS States is iaeluaea. Eaeh vaAable m eaeh file 1s 
EleeHmeatea m a State "Gmaeeeek" +HIS 
EleeHmeAtat1ee inelHEles aet enly file ana ,,.afiaele 
fermats, but alse ,,,ariaele spee1fie aetes eeAeemmg 
Elata aeeHrney aAEl 1ssHes that are 1mt3eftaAt ta 
Fesearehers ana ethef HSefS. +hese netes are easea eA 
tJ:Hality eeAtrel eheeks, State iHpHts, aea mfermat1eA 
Elevelepea frem past usage ef the Elata. 

QISPGSI+IG�J: PERl\4ANEN'.I. +raAsfer ta the 
�fatieAal Areh1\.•es with the permaAeAt eleetfeA1e 
reeeFEls ta ,,1,•hieh the aeeHmentahen relates 
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