
       

  

 
     

     
  

  

  

           
             

               
               

            

              
            

            
             

             
      

                
              

           
          

             
             

Sent Via Email. No Hard Copy to Follow. 

April 7, 2023 

Mary Wilson 

Department of Health and Human Services 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

1600 Clifton Road 

Atlanta GA, 30329 

Dear Mary Wilson, 

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) received an allegation of 
unauthorized disposition of Centers for Disease Control (CDC) records. On March 29, 2023, 
NARA received a complaint from the America First Legal Foundation (AFLF) alleging that the CDC 
has had a pattern and practice of unlawfully deleting the emails of employees who separate 
from employment within as little as thirty days from the date of separation. 

The Department of Human Health Services (HHS) adopted the Capstone approach in 2016 to 
manage agency emails/email accounts, and all HHS components must follow the recordkeeping 
requirements in General Records Schedule (GRS) 6.1, Email Managed Under A Capstone 
Approach. NARA requests that the CDC investigate this allegation to determine whether email 
records of separated employees have been prematurely deleted, and are not being preserved 
and managed in accordance with GRS 6.1. 

Please provide a comprehensive report within 30 days of this letter in accordance with 36 CFR 
1230.16. Your report should include a complete description of the records mentioned in the 
allegation, including volume and dates of the records, applicable record schedule/disposition 
authority number, and specific details describing the unauthorized disposition incident. 
Additionally, please include in your report any salvage, recovery, or restoration efforts, and 
safeguards that will be implemented to prevent the future unauthorized disposition of such 
records. 



                  
    

 
  

   

   

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you wish to discuss further, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov. 

Sincerely, 

LAURENCE BREWER 

Chief Records Officer 

for the U.S. Government 

Enclosure 

cc: Jacqlyn Smith-Simpson, Acting Department Records Officer 

mailto:Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		2023-04-07_UD-2023-0043_HHS_CDC_Open Letter_1301-1b.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 1

		Passed manually: 1

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
