US v. John Doe §‘T‘>f¢
October 18, 1950 L
Pres. by Myles J. Lane, Esq.

bd 1 W. Danziger

WIULILTIA AWM DANZTIGER, called as a witness, having
first been duly sworn by the Foreman, testified as follows:
BY MR. LANE: ‘

Q Now, Mr. Danziger, I need not remind you that you are
under oath and that your testimony is subject to the penalties
of perjury; I think I told you that before. And I think you
are well aware of your constitutional rights; I have already
advised you of those. Do you want me to explain them again?

A Well, the latter I would, if you would.

Q Well, you don't have to answer any questions the answers
to which‘may tend to incriminate or degrade you. But from
what I understand, from your last appearance, you -- at least,
in ﬁy way of thinking -- tended to cooperate the best that
you could to the best of your knowledge, and I assume that
ybu will do the same thing here. Now, I'm primarily inter-
ested in one or two things. Do you know this fellow Abe
Survell; S-u-r-v-~-e-1-17 A Yes, I do, | |

& Do you know him very well? A No. I know him,

Q@ Do you know his wife Esther? A Yes, 1 do.

Q Did you ever attend any meetings at his home in
Washington? A I don't positively recall, but I may have
attended some meetings.

0 Well, now, you may recall, in the last appearance
before the Grand Jury you mentioned something about receiving
a letter from Sobell. A Yes, sir.

Q A,d you said that you thought his address was Cordova.
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A That was as well as I could recall the thing. It had some
sounding name like that.

Q Do you recall when you received that letter?

A No, I don't.

Q Did you answer the letter? A Yes, + did.

G And where did you write him? A I wrote it to that
address, I mean to the address given.

¢ Cordova; is that it? A Yes. I don't want you to
feel that -- that's as well as I can recall.

Q I understand; to the best of your recollection.

A Yes, that's right.
‘ Q Now, how meny letters did you receive from him, all
told, while he was away? A Well, I think I received two.

Q And did you answer both of them? A Yes, sir.

Q And in enswering, you mean you sent him letters?

A Oh, yes.

@& You sent him letters? A Oh, yes.

Q Now, what did you do with the letters that you re-
ceived from him? A Well, + don't really recall. They were
probably tossed out. I mean, personal mail we don't normally
keep around the house. We just get it, answer it and throw
it away.

Q Are you sure you tossed it out? A Well, I would
say yes, I1'm rcasonably sure that I --

Q Both letters? A Yes.

Q@ Destroyed them? A Well, just -- I mean, I don't
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recall ﬁhe actuel incident, but I assume they went into the
trash along with everything else.

Q@ I belisve you looked around and tried to find those,
after the FBIL inquired? A Yes.

@ And you couldn't find them? A Tpat's right.

Q Did you show your wife either letter? A Well, I
don't really recall whether I did or not. It's just one of
those things.

¢, Yne of what things? A I mean, it's -- we get per-
sonal mail; she may have seen it and she may have not.

BY THE JURY:

Q Wasn't it quite important, getting a letter from
Mr. Sobell? You knew all about the situation. A Well, no;
at the time we received mail from him we were receiving a
personal letter from somebody 1 knew.

BY MR. LANE:

Q@ Tell me, did you ever correspond with Edith Levitov?
A As well as I can recall, L never did,.

Q You never corresponded with her? A No, sir.

¢ Did you ever send her a letter? # No, I don't re-
call that I ever sent her a letter.

Q@ Did your wife ever send her a letter? A ©Not to my
knowledge. |

Q@ Did you ever address a letter to her? A 1 don't
recall sddressing a letter to her.

 Well, if I asked you to do something now, would you

do it: if I asked you to eddress a letter to her, would you
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do it? A Yes, sure. I mean, 1s that something that I
should do?

Q Well, I would like you to do it. A Well, now, I
want you to explain to me -- I mean, realize I'm here without
legal help. What is the signifance of --

Q Well, L wanted to get a sample of your printing.

You say you never sent a letter to her, and I assume you are
telling the truth. A Oh, yes, absolutely.

Q Well, that's the significance. Wait a minute, now,
let me call the shots. A Okay, sir.

Q Now, just print the word "Edith," and then print
"Levitov," L-e-v-i-t-o-v, in your natural printing.

A I'm a draftsman, sir. (Witness writes.)

Q Have you got tnat? A Yes, sir.

Q 2135 Lee Highway. A (Witness writes.)

Q Have you got that? A Yes, sir.

Q Arlington, Va., "va." for "Virginia." A (Witness
writes.) .

Q Arlington, comma, Va. A (Witness writes.)

Q@ Now, will you repeat the same on those next two
envelopes? A (Witness writes.)

JUROR: Do you always print vertically in your
drafting work?

THE WIINESS: Yes, I do.
Q Now, write the same name with sn "M," Miss, and then

small "iss," capital "M" and small "iss." A(Witness writes.)
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& And then capital "E" and then small letters "dith"
printed. Print "Miss Edith Levitov with a capital "M," a
capital "E" and a capital "L" and writing everything else in
small letters. A Oh, I see.

Q Capital "™," capital "E" and capital "L," Miss Edith
Levitov, and the other ietters small, A T see.
‘ @ Have you got that now? A Yes, sir. (Witness writes.)

Q Now, 2135. Then write out "Lee Highway" in your own
writing. A (Witness writes.) H

Q@ Then write out Arlington, Va. A (Witness writes.)

@ Now, would you repeat it twice?"

(Cm tinued by LB)
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(six envelopes marked Grand Jury Ex. 1.j to 1-F, thié
date.)

MR. LANE: Let% the record inijicate that the

witness has made those exhibits to gzive specimens
of his handwriting.
Q Now, Mr. Danziger, did you ever address a letter to

Edith Levitov at 2135 Lee Highway, Arlington, Va.?

A I do not recall ever addressing a letter o that address. |

‘ Q Did you on July 2, 1950, cause a letter to be sent
from a New York post office to Edith Levitov, 2135 Lee
Highway, Arlington, Va.? A I havé no recollection of
doing such a thing.

Q I show you an exhibit, = photostat, which I'd like |
to have marked. (MARKED GRAND JURY EX. 2, this 3ate.) Thise |
is an envelope poswnarkdd "New York, July 2 L4 pv 1950",
one envelope addressed to Edith Levitov, 2135 Lee Highway,
Arlington, Va., and a second envelope which has a New York:
pos tmark, "New York, July 16 11 aM 1950", also adiresced ;
to Miss Edith Levitov, 2135 Lee Highway, Arlington, Va., |
and I ask you if you can identify either one of those I
envelopes? It is a photostat of an originalt A TWell, I'g |
say they look like my hand. |

Q@ Do you deny or do you admit that that is your hanﬂ-;
writing? A I say, it looks like my hang.

Q Do you admit that you sent thar letter to Miss Editﬂ
Levitov? A I do not recall cver sending this letter. f

i
!
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Q Do you recall ever having addressed the envelope?
A No, I 30 not recall ever addressing the envelopé. l
Q Do you deny that that is your handwriting? A No, |
sir. I can't. I say, it looks 1like my hand. I would say
it looks like my hand.
MR. LANE: Would you excuse the witness for a |
few minutes.
(Witness excused and later recalled.)
BY MR. LANE:

@ I just want to bring this to the attention of the ;

jury.c Outside, I talked to Mr. Danziger, snd I told him
thét in my opinion I thought he w.s not being open and abovei
board to the jury. I told him that I wanted him to cooperatéu
I told him if he didn'y cooperate, the cvidence was such thaé

- the grand jury might indiet him, and I think that Mr. Danzig.

er, with a few ill-chosen words, wzs under the impression I
wae threatening him cut there. I want to be certain that
there was no evidence of any threat on my part when I spoke
to you in that outside corridor, I want you to understa=nd
that. If you think there was, Mr. Danziger, you tell this
'jury in what respect you think I made any threat to you?

A Well, I will admit that my words were ill-chosen, and I
certainly want to apologize for them. However, I feel that
well, first of all, I feel I am innocent, I am not involved
in this thing, and I do not feel that your remark, that I

might be included in a superseding indictment with Scbell ang

|
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5 Rosenberé and the rest had any place in anytiing that you ;
i gaid. 1
Q Didn't I say if you 3id not explain these rather
peculiar facts of your having written s letter to Vigs
Ejith Levitov after stating for the record that you never
wrote one, would look a little peculiar, snd the grand jury
with any intelligence mi rht very well include you in an
indictment feeling that you were a part of the whole scheme,;
because what reason would you havé for refusing to explain
something that took place only a couple of monthg previous?
If you are as innocent as you claim you are, then why don't
you explain why this letver, in your handwriting, was sent
to Misg Edith Levitov on July 2, 19507 £ That hasn'g
been identified as my handwriting.
Q I thought you admitted it. Do you deny i%? A I
do not deny it. I said it locks like my haniwriting. |
Q You do not deny 1it? A I neither deny it or affirmi

|
it. I said, 1t looks like my hand. I mesn -- thas'g all --|

I man -- ;

Q thas 's all. Do you ever recall ever having address#
ed an envelope? A No, I 3o not recall =ddressing an envelopé.
I do not recall addressing either one of thase envelopes.

Q Well, are you in the habit of writing or printing?
A I do both, interchangeably.

Q Which do you do the most? A I don't know.

Q Does that lcook like your handwriting below the
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second exhibit, 27 Doee the second envelope, the one on
the bottom, look like your handwriting too? That's a
combination of printing «nd writing. Does that look 1like
your writing? A I¢ might be.

@ Do you deny ever having eent that? A I say, I do
not recall ever having sent either one of those letsters, anﬂg
I will say it & thousand times.

Q@ Do you recall what might have becn in thee |
envelopes? A No, s8ir, I dc not recall what might have
been in thoge envelopes. :

@ Do you recall receiving a letter from Sobell, |
signed by hie wife? & No. |
| Q@ You dc not recall thab? & I 30 not recall gettin&
a lester. :

Q@ I show you another exhibit, Exhibit 3 (So marked),l
;

and ask you if you have ever seen that exhibit before?

(Cont. by BD)
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Q Do you recognize the first two paragraphs of the
letter, the handwriting? A No.

Q@ Do you know Sobell's handwrlting? A I really don't
know whether I do or not.

Q Have you ever seen any writing? A Oh, yes; I got
this letter fromhim.

« In fact, you received two letters from him, didn't
you? A Oh, yes. |

Q Well, don't you recognize his hendwriting? A I'm
sorry, sir, I just don't.

Q Are those the only two letters you have received from
Sobell? A No. I have gotten letters from him before.

@ Well, then, take a good look at the writing.
A I'm sorry, sir, I just couldn't identify this as his
writing. It's just & handwriting.

0 Take a look at the printing. A No, I'm sorry, but
I could not identify those.

Q Take a look at the word "Helen." Can you identify
that writing? A No, sir. 1I'm sorry.

Q@ And do you say that you have never seen that exhibit,
Government Exhibit 3, before? A That's right.

Q@ This is the first time you have ever seen 1t?
A Yes, sir.

Q And you positively say that the letter -- you never
sent anything in a lstter? A I don't positively say that.

I say I don't recall.
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THE FOREMAN: Wait a minute, now.
THE WITNESS: I don't want any words put in my mouth.

Q You don't recall? A I do not recall mailing either
one of those letters. I don't recall ever seeing that letter
before. The hendwriting means nothing to me.

Q Do you ever recall sending any letters to Miss Edith
Levitcv? A No, I don't recall ever sending a letter to her.

4 Do you ever recall sending a letter to Dave Levitof?
A No, sir.

Q@ Do you recall the date that you sent the answer to
Sobell in Mexico? A No, sir.

Q@ You don't recall that either: # No, sir.

@ Was it after July 2?2 A I really couldn't tell you.
I mean, I have no positive tie-in of any dates.

Q@ Do you sign your pay checks or do you print them?
A I'm not paid by check; I'm paid by cash,

Q Well, dovﬁou sign all papers at that place where you
work by printing or by writing, or do you interchange?
A Well, anything that I sign I usually write, I usually write
when 1 sign things.

Q How about the reports that you write over there, do
you write reports for .the business you are working for?
A Yes.

@ Well, do you print or do you write? A Well, the
printing is usually typed, end more often I write.

Q@ I'm talking about the material that isn't typed; whene
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ever you write. A Well, I usually write.

« Jfou don't interchange there? A No.

@ Why? A I mean, I just -- I'm telling you what I do.
I don't know if there is any reason or not.

@ Well, didn't you just finish telling the Jury that
normally you interchange, sometimes you print and some times
you write? A Yes, + probably did. I probably was thinking -
in terms of addresses or short things like that. But more
generally than not 1 wiil write.

@ You would write? A Yes.

Q But in your work, in your business, you write almost
excihsively. Doyou print at all? A Well, I do drafting
work; of course I'm drawing as I print. On other stuff, on
tabulated things, I print. In other places I don't. I
would have to look back to =- I would say more often than
not 1 probably write.

@ Did you have any conversation with Sobell, before he
left for Mexiéo, about acting as a reciplent or a forwarding
agent for any mail that you might receive? A No, I did not.

Q Did you have eny communication from Sobell to the
same effect? A No, there was no communication.

Q Was there any understanding between you and Sobell
or any agents of Sobell as to what you should do? A No, I
don't recall ény such thing was discussed.

QA Did you ever receive a letter from Sobell which

Indicated that you should forward it to 2135 Lee Highway out

|

i
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in Virginia? A 1 don't recall ever getting such a letter.

Q@ Did you ever have any conversation with‘ Bdith Levitov
about fowarding any mail? A No, I haven't spoken to Edith
Lev@tov.

Q But you still can't explain why your handwriting, if
it is your handwriting, is on that letter of envelope?

A No. Just as I say, I don't recall sending that letter out.

@ Do you recall ever telling your wife to send 1t out?
A No, I don't recall ever telling my wife to send it out.

Q@ %o you recall discussing it with your wife? A No,

I don't recall discussing it with my wife.

- Q Well, I think you can get the significance of that.
If I can prove that's your handwriting, you would find your-
self in a rather péculiar position, wouldn't you? A ﬁo.

& You don't think so? It means nothing to you?

L I'm sorry, sir, I don't know what you mean by it means
nothing to me.

Q Well, you are over five; I'm not going to explain that
to you. You understand English, don't you? A Yes, sir, I do.

Q You understand just what the circumstances that you
find yourself in are, don't you? A Yes, I do.

]J Q Sobell has been indicted for a very serious crime

‘'end you are a man who was with him the night that he left, you
/’\1

/are the last person that was with him, probably, of his

/

f friends. The letter is sent by you, an envelope apparently

~1s sent by you to his sister-in-law, and you disclaim all

S — —————
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knowledge of ever having sent any letter toc her -- which was
only three months ago, to be exact -- and yet you don't think
it's serious and you don't understand the situatlon you find
yourself in. Now, I'm giving you a chance to explain, if you
wish to, I'm bending over backwards to give you a chance to
explain your part in this thing here. Conéeivably, he may
have asked you to forward a letter for him. That in itself
probably means nothing, but it means a lot if you don't want
to explain it. A Well, I think that the questions that
have been asked and the answers that I have given pretty well
cover the ground, Mr. Lane. I tell you --

@ You feel that you either don't want to explain or
can't explain; is that it? A No. As I say, I think we have
gone over the thing and I have pretty well stated what I
know of this matter.

¢ You told us everything you know of this matter?

A As far as I know, as far as I can recsall, I have told you
everything I know.

Q And you still say that the letters you received from
Sobell you destroyed? A Oh, well --

Q Or you threw away? A I sald only that the fact that
they weren't around the house indicated that they must have
been thrown out in the trash.

Q Were there any enclosures in those lettefs, besides
‘theﬂletter addressed to you? A No, I don't recall anything

in the letter except the letter, except the letter.

iy
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Q@  You know this man Abe Survell, don't yoﬁ? You said
you kmew him. A Yes, 1 do.

Q@ You knew he was the chairman of that Communist Party?
You knew he was a Communlst Party member, didn't you?

A I have no knowledge that Mr. “urvell was chairman of a
Communist group.

@ Do you know that he was a member of the Communist
group? A No, I have no knowledge that he was a member of
the Communist group.

Q bid you ever attend any Comﬁunist meetings in his
home at Washington? A No, I don't recall ever attending
eny Communist meetings in his home in Washington.,

Q@ Did you ever discuss with him a transfer of member-
ship in the Communist Party from Washington to New York?

A No, I don't recall discuésing any transfer of membership.

Q@ Do you know that your wife was a member of the
Communist Party? A No, I have no knowledge of that.

© Did she ever tell you she was? # I don't recall
ever discussing that.

Q@ Did she ever tell you she attended Communist meet-
ings in California? A I don't recall that she ever told me
that.

MR . LA&E: Do you have any questions?
THE FOREMAN: Any further questions?
(To the witness) You may be excused.

MR, LANE: Well, excused with the reservation



bd 7 W. Denziger

that he may be recalled.

Q@ Before you are excused I want to tell you that your
situation is extremely precarious because as far as -- 1 don't
know what the Jury is thinking, but as far as 1 can perceilve,
there is only one reason why a man refuses to cooperate with
his Government and that is because he himself is vulnerable.

A Well, Mr, Lane -=-

Q@ Now, I'm trying to impress upon you =-- I'm trying to
show you the light. You have got a group of reasonable
people here who know that somebtimes people meke mistakes 1n
being associated with other people. But that doesn't neces-
sarily incriminate them. A Mr, Lene, I --

& I haven't finished yet. If you are going to persist
in the tack which you have taken, then your fate 1is,in my
opinion, in the hands of the Grand Jury. A Well, I know,
Mr. Lane, that the Grand Jury are my friends, I mean they
are people I might meet on the street, and I also know that
my prime interest in life rests around my family and kids.

It is true that this case may be your full time job. It isn't
mine and I don't pay as much attention to eﬁery detall as
probably you weuld. 1In other words, I have a life to live.

I have a job. I have kids to bring up, and when I get home

in the evening they kid around with me. I probably don't
.1hév§ a chance to talk to my wife about anything. And those
arézmy prime interests. My life --'I have always been faith-
ful to the Government, 1 have doné a good job for them and

|
f

A
|
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I am going to continue to live in this, my country. 1 know
I'm going to live a free man because my conscience is clear.
Now, these people, as I say, they are just -- I might be
si tting there some day when someone else is sitting here.
@ 1s that all you have to say? A T,at's all, sir.
MR. LANE: Well, can he be temporarily excused?
JE FOREMAN: You are temporarily excused.
THE WITNESS: You mean wait outside?

MR. LANE: Yes, wait outside.

[WI TNESS EXCUSED]
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