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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT CONTROL DATA SHEET

From: NADLER, CONG. JERROLD L.

To: AG. ODD: 08-02-93

Date Received: 07-16-93 Date Due: 09-20-93 Control #: X930719151049

Subject & Date

UNDATED LETTER (FAX REC'D FRM OLA) REGARDING REPORTS IN
THE PRESS WHICH SUGGEST THAT ONE FBI INFORMANT,

EMAND A. SALEM, HAD BEEN WORKING FOR THE AGENCY SINCE
NOVEMBER 1991. AN ARTICLE IN THE "NEW YORK TIMES"
ATTRIBUTES THIS INFORMATION TO AN INDICTMENT, FILED BY THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, IN CONNECTION WITH RECENT PLANNED
TERRORIST ACTIONS IN THE CONG. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT.

THE CONG. WOULD LIKE TO BE INFORMED WHETHER THERE IS ANY **

Referred To: Date: Referred To: Date:
(1) CRM;KEENEY 07-27-93 (5)
(2) CRM;KEENEY 08-19-93 (6)
(3) OLA;ANTHONY 09-03-93 (7)
(4) (8)

INTERIM BY: DATE:

Sig. Fors: OLA Date Released: 09-17-93
Remarks

(1) W/NOTE FROM DAG TO CRM/REYNOLDS DATED 07-26-93
REQUESTING A PROPOSED RESPONSE - AFTER COORDINATING WITH FBI
AND SDNY - AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. ODAG DISPATCHED NOTE TO

CRM. EXEC. SEC. PROVIDED A CC TO OLA. BJ

(2) W/NOTE FROM DAG TO JO ANN HARRIS, CRM/AAG DESIGNATE,
CRM/PROPOSED RESPONSE ATTACHED. (MLH)

(3) CRM LETTER FOR REVIEW AND SIGNATURE. CC: DAG. (DEB)

Other Remarks:

09-17-93: OLA/ANTHONY SIGNED LTR. WHICH WAS DATED 09-17-93
IN E.S. AND MAILED FROM E.S. ASG/HUBBELL CONCURRED.

CC: AG/CRM/LEGIS. FILES. YEW

9/8 TO ADAMS FOR INFO;
FILE: CONGRESSIONAL/CORRESPONDENCE

W/IN:

PRTY:
1S
OPR:
HBR

REMOVE THIS CONTROL SHEET PRIOR TO FILING AND DISPOSE OF APPROPRIATELY
LR L L L L L L L e L)



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT CONTROL DATA SHEET

From: NADLER, CONG. JERROLD L.

To: AG. ODD: 08-02-93
Date Received: 07-16-93 Date Due: 08-31-93 Control #: X930719151049
Subject & Date

UNDATED LETTER (FAX REC’D FRM OLA) REGARDING REPORTS IN

THE PRESS WHICH SUGGEST THAT ONE FBI INFORMANT,

EMAND A. SALEM, HAD BEEN WORKING FOR THE AGENCY SINCE

NOVEMBER 1991. AN ARTICLE IN THE “NEW YORK TIMES"

ATTRIBUTES THIS INFORMATION TO AN INDICTMENT, FILED BY THE

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, IN CONNECTION WITH RECENT PLANNED

TERRORIST ACTIONS IN THE CONG. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT.

THE CONG. WOULD LIKE TO BE INFORMED WHETHER THERE IS ANY *=*

Referred To: Date: Referred To: Date:
(1) CRM;KEENEY 07-27-93 (5) W/IN:
(2) CRM;KEENEY 08-19-93 (6)
(3) (7) PRTY:
(4) 8 1S
INTERIM BY: DATE: OPR:
Sig. For: oLA Date Released: HBR
Remarks

(1) W/NOTE FROM DAG TO CRM/REYNOLDS DATED 07-26-93
REQUESTING A PROPOSED RESPONSE - AFTER CNOORDINATING WITH FBI
AND SDNY - AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. ODAG DISPATCHED NOTE TO

CRM. EXEC. SEC. PROVIDED A CC TO OLA. BJ

(2) W/NOTE FROM DAG TO JO ANN HARRIS, CRM/AAG DESIGNATE,
CRM/PROPOSED RESPONSE ATTACHED. (MLH)

Other Remarks:

FILE: CONGRESSIONAL/CORRESPONDENCE

REMOVE THIS CONTROL SHEET PRIOR TO FILING AND DISPOSE OF APPROPRIATELY
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT CONTROL DATA SHEET

From: NADLER, CONG. JERROLD L.

To: AG. i ODD: 08-02-93
Date Received: 07-16-93 Date Due: 08-02-93 Control #: X93071915104
Subject & Date

UNDATED LETTER (FAX REC'D FRM OLA) REGARDING REPORTS IN
THE PRESS WHICH SUGGEST THAT ONE FBI INFORMANT,

EMAND A. SALEM, HAD BEEN WORKING FOR THE AGENCY SINCE
NOVEMBER 1991. AN ARTICLE IN THE "NEW YORK TIMES"
ATTRIBUTES THIS INFORMATION TO AN INDICTMENT, FILED BY THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, IN CONNECTION WITH RECENT PLANNED
TERRORIST ACTIONS IN THE CONG. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT.

THE CONG. WOULD LIKE TO BE INFORMED WHETHER THERE IS ANY **

Referred To: Date: Referred To: Date:
(1) DAG;HEYMANN 07-19-93 (5) W/IN:
(2) (6)
(3) (7) PRTY:
(4) (8) 1s
INTERIM BY: DATE: OPR:
Sig. For: OLA Date Released: HBR

Remarks

** TRUTH TO THESE PRESS REPORTS, AND IF SO, WHETHER THIS
INFORMANT PROVIDED ANY ADVANCE INFORMATION WHICH COULD HAVE
HELPED PREVENT THE BOMBING OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER. HE
WOULD ALSO LIKE TO BE INFORMED WHAT LAPSES THE AG HAS
IDENTIFIED IN THE BUREAU'S ANTI-TERRORISM INTELLIGENCE
GATHERING PROCEDURES AS A RESULT OF THIS INCIDENT, AND WHAT
STEPS THE AG INTENDS TO TAKE TO ENSURE THAT LAPSES OF THE

Other Remarks:

TYPE DESCRIBED IN THE PRESS ACCOUNTS DO NOT OCCUR IN THE
FUTURE.

INFO CC: OAG (RENO), ASG, FBI, OLA (CONIGLIO,

GRAUPENSPERGER)

(1) FOR APPROPRIATE HANDLING W/NOTE FROM OLA/ANTHONY. Ly e
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REMOVE THIS CONTROL SHEET PRIOR TO FILING AND DISPOSE OF APPROPRIATELY
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U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530

SEP 17 1923

The Honorable Jerrold L. Nadler
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Nadler:

This responds to your recent letter to the Attorney General
regarding press accounts related to the bombing of the World Trade
Center. In your letter, you referred to press reports indicating
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) may have had
information prior to the bombing of the World Trade Center on
February 26, 1993, as to planned terrorist activities in the
New York City area. Specifically, you inquired whether these press
reports were true and, if so, whether the World Trade Center
bombing might have been prevented. You also asked whether we have
identified any 1lapses in the FBI's intelligence-gathering
procedures.

As I am sure you can appreciate, the sensitivity of the
ongoing  criminal investigation and prosecution requires us to
refrain from disclosing details of the investigation that was
conducted by the FBI. However, we have been advised that the FBI
did not at the time of the bombing of the World Trade Center have
an informant inside the terrorist group believed to be responsible
for that crime.

We can also assure you that we have not identified any
lapses in the investigative procedures used by the FBI in its
counterterrorism program. In fact, it was the coordinated and
sophisticated response of a task force of federal, state, and local
agencies, led by the FBI, that resulted in the early arrests of key
suspects in the World Trade Center bombing. Bureau agents are
required to comply with guidelines that govern the gathering of
intelligence in criminal cases. We are confident that these
guidelines and procedures provide adequate safeguards to ensure the
integrity of investigations aimed at terrorist activities.



I hope this information is helpful. If we can be of further
assistance with regard to this or any other matter, please do not
hesitate to contact this office.

Sincerely,

Sheila F. Anthon
Assistant Attorney General
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Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice
wWashington, D.C. 20530

Dear Attorney General Reno:

I am writing to you concerning reports today in the press
which suggest that one F.B.I. informant, Emand A. Salem, had been
working for the agency since at least November 1991. Today's New
York Times attributes this information to an indictment, filed by
the federal government, in connection with recent planned
terrorist actions in my congressional district.

I am sure that you can appreciate the significance of such a
revelation. If the Bureau had an informant inside the terrorist
organization believed to have planned and, apparently, executed
acts of terrorism against American citizens in the heart of New
York City, it would suggest a significant, and possibly fatal,
lapse by the F.B.I.

I would appreciate being informed whether there is any truth
to these press reports, and if so, whether this informant
provided any advance information which could have helped prevent
the bombing of the World Trade Center, located in my district. I
would also appreciate being informed what lapses you have
identified in the Bureau's anti-terrorism intelligence gathering
procedures as a result of this incident, and what steps you
intend to take to ensure that lapses of the type described in
these press accounts do not occur in the future.

As Attorney General, you have demonstrated an outstanding
commitment to preventing domestic terrorism as well as a staunch
determination to apprehend the perpetrators of these despicable
acts and bring them to justice. Certainly the speed with which
the Department moved against the suspecte in the World Trade
Center bombing stands as a comfort for all Americans and a
warning to those who would threaten violence against our citizens
here or abroad.

FenNTED BN FESTVEUD PSR
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Hon. Janet Reno
July 15, 1993
Page Two

T will be calling you in the near future to discuss the very
troubling issues raised by these press reporte and move forward
to improve the Department's anti-terrorist activities.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward
to speaking with you soon.

Sincerely,

errold L. Nadler
Member of Congress



U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Public Affairs

Washington, D.C. 20530

December 19, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
FROM: Carfczgé%é?z%ﬁglic Affairs

SUBJECT: World Trade Center bombing

You asked about the allegation that the federal government
dropped the ball in failing to investigate information we had
that might have forewarned us about the bombing of the World
Trade Center.

In brief, here's the story.

El Sayyid Nosair was charged with the November 6, 1990 murder of
Rabbi Meir Kahane in New York. Nosair, who was wounded in the
attack, lived in Cliffside Park, New Jersey. FBI agents from
Newark and New York City police searched his residence and seized
"yoluminous" writings and tape recordings.

These included a document that described a need to "break and
crush the will and design of the enemy of God" by "crushing and
exploding the structures upon which their civilization stands.
By this I mean their tourist sites, their tall buildings, their
statues, and the edifices where their leaders meet."

The FBI says the documents were scanned for pertinent terrorist
material by translators, but much of the Arabic material was not
translated verbatim at the time. The reference to "tall
buildings" was not perceived as an indication of an impending
attack against the World Trade Center. Nor was any special
significance attached to tourist type photographs of various
historical and municipal scenes, including some with the World
Trade Center in the background.

Nosair was actively involved with several of the individuals
involved in the World Trade Center bombing. The failure of the
FBI to fully translate the material found in Nosair's residence
and see in it a threat to the World Trade Center has been the
centerpiece of several journalistic post-mortems.

An FBI report is attached.
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