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\various roads surrounding an installation

suspected to be a Soviet missile support facility v
were being improved or repaired. The Soviet installation,
located near Jena/Isserstedt, has been suspected for

a number of years of storing surface-to-surface missiles
or nuclear warheads. An old stucco house located:

near what appears to be the only road offering

vehicular access to the installation was also under-
going repairs by Soviet personnel. On the road a

barrier was in a down position and an unidentified

Soviet truck was parked to the rear of the barrier.

Two signposts in several languages warned that the

area was off-limits to military mission vehicles,

but no such signs were ohserved at anv noint narth

of the installation.
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4-11 The US Embassy in Bonn reported that on 4 November
Nov a West German single-engined sports aircraft enroute

from Rothenburg to Dinslaken crossed over the
demarcation line and made an emergency landing in

the vicinity of Stendal (near Magdeburg). For the
first time, the Soviet Zone aviation authorities
granted the pilots permission to fly back to Federal
territory and notified the Federal Air Office of

this special permission on 5 November. Previously,

all aircraft crossing over the Soviet Zone boundary
had been returned by surface transport. Delayed

by weather, the two pilots started their return

flight on 8 November, but shortly before reaching

the demarcation line the plane reportedly lost

power and crashed in a field. The aircraft was
completely wrecked, but the pilots escaped with

only minor bru1ses° In a TV interview on 11 November
the pilots stated that they had both obtained their
licenses some 8 weeks previously, and on their flight,
using a gyro-compass, made ag error and flew a

course of 32° instead of 320° The Embassy was
informed by an aviation OffICIal of the Federal
Ministry of Transport that the Soviet Zone authorities -
had invited the Federal Air Office to participate

in the formal investigation. This offer was declined,
however. The aviation official also appeared convinced
that the whole incident and the accident were due

to extreme carelessness and lack of navigational

skill on the part of the pilots.{
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The Consulate in Stuttgart reported that Fritz Hanke,
a former GDR border guard who defected in February
1963, had been convicted of attempted manslaughter -
for shooting and hitting a refugee_ attempting to
flee across the interzonal border on 5 June 1962.

The conviction was for attempted manslaughter be-
cause there was no proof that the unidentified
refugee died as a result of the wound inflicted

by Hanke. The defendant was sentenced to 15 months'
imprisonment, of which six had already been ‘served,
and was declared to be eligible for parole as early
as January 1964. The Consulate commented that the
case was noteworthy because it marked one of the

few occasions on which a subordinate was found gulity
of committing a crime while acting pursuant to the
orders of a superior officer. The court went to
great lengths to avoid establishing a precedent for

future cases of this type, the report noted.{iiiiiiij
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The US Mission Berlin reported that on 6 November,
a West Berliner, Hans Wendt, was refused access by
East German border guards to the Wueste Mark exclave.

‘Wendt farms the uninhabited exclave as a tenant.

Earlier in the day his stepson had entered the
exclave but had been temporarily refused permission
to leave. On 7 November, Wendt made several
additional unsuccessful attempts to gain access to
the exclave and his stepson continued to be denied
permission to leave it. On the evening of 7 November
Wendt was informed by the East German border guards
that starting the next day, both he and his stepson
would be free to enter and leave the exclave but

they would have to use a new route. Instead of going
directly from Wueste Mark to the Babelsberg check-
point and thence via the Autobahn to West Berlin,
Wendt would have to follow a somewhat indirect route
via Stahnsdorf to West Berlin. On 8 November, Wendt's
stepson left Wueste Mark and entered West Berlin via
the new route. There has been no difficulty in
travelling to and from the exclave since that time.
Wendt stated that he was told by East German border
guards that the change in route was ordered by the
Soviets and not by East German authorities. The
Embassy commented that possibly additional measures
are being taken either by the Soviets or the East
Germans to increase further the security of the
Babelsberg checkpoint area. Such measures could
well include the elimination of secondary access
roads leading into the checkpoint through an area

in which the Soviets or East Germans might wish to
assemble military forces during serious Autobahn
incidents.
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Minister Seleh of the Soviet Embassy in Budapest
told a US Embassy officer that it was "very important"
for the US to take a "calm'" attitude toward "unim- .
portant and peripheral matters." Hé said that
President Kennedy was trying hard to resolve
"important matters' but that some US officials were
becoming "excited over unimportant things." After
considerable sparring the US officer got the impres-
sion that Seleh was referring to the recent Autobahn
incidents, and he replied that such matters were

not "unimportant" but fundamental. Seleh then said
that he wanted to state emphatically that the problem
had arisen at a '"local level" and did not reflect

a policy of his government to "interfere with travel
rights to Berlin, especially in view of the continued
extended discussions being carried on." He claimed
that the entire subject was under discussion between

- the US and the USSR and that the Soviets had no

desire whatever to create interference. The US
officer replied by expressing skepticism that the
third incident in less than a month could have been
the result of a "local decision,'" but he came away
from the talk with the impression that Seleh was
deliberately trying to "de-escalate'" the Autobahn

incidents a issassociate them from basic Soviet
policy. ; _
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The US Embassy in Bonn reported that Khrushchev's
comments make unmistakably clear that the Autobahn
convoy harassments were receiving the highest level
attention in Moscow. Khrushchev's direct involvement
had quickly raised the level of political concern

in Germany and was being viewed as confirmation of

a widely held German belief that from the beginning
the Autobahn incidents had been planned Soviet policy.
In the case of the 10-12 October incident and the
subsequent stoppage of the British convoy, the
general reaction locally was satisfaction over the
victory of Western firmness in face of Soviet 'power
tactics." No credence whatever was given to the
Soviet contention that the US convoy conformed to
Soviet requirements and was then allowed to pass.

A new element in the reaction compared to 10-12
October, however, had been evidences of doubt as to
whether firmness on the spot was sufficient to

handle the threat implied by interference with the
convoys. Die Welt concluded that "firmness in
specific cases of intense harassment is not enough;
freedom of Berlin access must henceforth he given

a more central place the political strategy of the
West." Deputy SPD Chairman Wehner feared that the
Soviets would shortly make further difficulties,

and wondered if, in the long run, it would not be
better to settle the control procedures through a
written agreement. The Embassy commented that

the procedure which had been utilized successfully

so far in handling convoy stoppages, was likely

more and more in the future to convey the impression
of Allied vulnerability to S»viet harassments.

Local reaction, which was now almost entirely positive,
could change rather quickly to concern that the

US was unable to prevent the Soviets from interfering
with convoy access. One thing that might be help-
ful would be to reach prior Allied agreement on

the protest to be delivered jointly in Moscow

as soon as any case of Soviet interference with
convoy access occurred. To facilitate governmental
coordination, the Bonn Embassy was recommending to
CINCEUR and to USCOB that non-dismount convoys hence-
forth be despatched at mid-day rather than early
morning so that if interference. occurred, allowing
for the time difference, four power consultations

in Washington could be quickly arrangedgﬂ
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7 Nov The US Embassy in Bonn reported that Khrushchev's
con't comments make unmistakably clear that the Autobahn
convoy harassments were receiving the highest level
attention in Moscow. Khrushchev's direct involvement
had quickly raised the level of political concern
in Germany and was being viewed as confirmation of
a widely held German belief that from the beginning
the Autobahn incidents had been planned Soviet policy.
In the case of the 10-12 October incident and the
subsequent stoppage of the British convoy, the
general reaction locally was satisfaction over the
victory of Western firmness in face of Soviet ''power
tactics." No credence whatever was given to the
Soviet contention that the US convoy conformed to
Soviet requirements and was then allowed to pass.
A new element in the reaction compared to 10-12
October, however, had been evidences of doubt as to
whether firmness on the spot was sufficient to
handle the threat implied by interference with the
convoys. Die Welt concluded that "firmness in
specific cases of intense harassment is not enough;
freedom of Berlin access must henceforth bhe given
a more central place the political strategy of the
West." Deputy SPD Chairman Wehner feared that the
Soviets would shortly make further difficulties,
and wondered if, in the long run, it would not be
better to settle the control procedures through a
written agreement. The Embassy commented that
the procedure which had been utilized successfully
so’far in handling convoy stoppages, was likely
more and more in the future to convey the impression
of Allied vulnerability to S»viet harassments.
Local reaction, which was now almost entirely positive,
could change rather quickly to concern that the
US was unable to prevent the Soviets from interfering
with convoy access. One thing that might be help-
ful would be to reach prior Allied agreement on
the protest to be delivered jointly in-Moscow
as soon as any case of Soviet interference with
convoy access occurred. To facilitate governmental
coordination, the Bonn Embassy was recommending to
CINCEUR and to USCOB that non-dismount convoys hence-
forth be despatched at mid-day rather than early
morning so that if interference occurred, allowing
for the time difference, four power consultations
in Washington could be quickly arranged.
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.The State Department reported that a UK Embassy

officer told Under-Secretary Tyler that he had

been instructed to let the US know that the Foreign
Office would like Trevelyan to deliver the Butler
message to Gromyko sometime during the next week.

He also said that while nothing would be added to
the message, Trevelyan would use the occasion to
express the hope that there would be no more incidents
on the Autobahn. Tyler pointed out that the US
would send a non-dismountable convoy to Berlin on

12 November so it might be well to hold the message
until the convoy cleared. Furthermore, even if the
convoy were detained only briefly, the US believed
that it would be desirable to postpone delivery

for a day or two following the incident.
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11 Nov The Berlin Programm announced that BEA and Pan-Am
had scheduled 29T special flights into and out of
Berlin during the Christmas holidays. 'BEA's special
schedule was to run from 19 December until 6 January
and to include 117 flights; Pan-Am's was to run

from 20 December until 12 January and consist of
174 special flights.
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in order to cope with some of the difficulties
which surely would arise from another extremely
cold winter, the East German Council of Ministers
recently decided that the following emergency
measures would be taken as required by the severity
of the situation: (A) Street lighting, illuminated
advertising and display windowy, and private travel
(Personenreiseverkehr) would be reduced up to 20%.
(B) Up to 30% of the movie houses and large restau-
rants would be closed, up to 30% of private travel
(sic) would be curtailed, and up to 300,000 metric
tons of hard coal and 200,000 metric tons of hard
~coal coke would be released from state reserves.
(C) On an and/or basis, the production at glass,
ceramic, construction and ferrous and non-ferrous
metal plants would be curtailed or halted as required;
additional movie houses would be closed, as would
schools (up to 20%) and theaters; lignite briquette
exports would be decreased by amounts up to 10,000
metric tons; and the hard coal input of the gas
plants would be reduced up to approximately 400,000
metric tons. According to the estimates of planning,
officials, if the harsh measures set forth under
item (C) above were put into effect, the following
industries ‘could expect daily losses as indicated:
ferrous metals, 675,000 DM (or 2,700 metric tons of
steel); non-ferrous metals, 340,000 DM; and glass
and ceramics, 280,000 DM. Furthermore, about 60,000

~ workers would be affected by these measures.

-10-
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In a Berliner Zeitung article, E:. R. Hartke (mot
further indentified) charged that the Western

powers were permitting West German '"revanchist
organizations" to function more and more openly

in West Berlin "under the shelter of our magnanimous
compromise offers for a demilitarized free city of
West Berlin." He specifically cited the 11 November
"handing over of part of the former Reichstag build-
ing to the Bonn state' as an '"open, deliberate
provocation...under the protection of the occupation
troops of the Western powers.'" Hartke then outlined
the USSR-GDR '"magnanimous compromise solution for
the peaceful settlement of the West Berlin question”
--namely, '"a demilitarized, peaceful, and neutral
free city." But, Hartke continued, by failing

to respond to this generous offer the Allies had
indicated that they did not "wish the GDR to grant
this part of its capital the right of independent
development.' 'They would evidently like to pick
from the compromise solution...the plums--that is,
our concessions--while ignoring the conditions

to vhich our concessions are tied," the article
continued. It then stated: "If the forces at
present in control in West Berlin do not want to
have anything to do with our compromise proposal

of a free city, they cannot of course have our
concessions either. 1In that case, so I believe,

we have no choice but to withdraw our compromise
proposal.' Hartke then went on to claim that

West Berlin was situated on the territory of the
"sovereign GDR,'" was ''legally part of the GDR"

and came "under its sovereignty," and was in fact
part of the GDR capital '"even if owing to the
presence of foreign troops in West Berlin the

GDR government should not be able for sometime
longer to exercise its sovereign rights there."

He concluded by praising the GDR's generosity for

1) "its willingness to grant this part of our capital
the status of a politically, economically, and
administratively independent structure /with/ the
right to determine its own affairs," and 2) "its
willingness to grant this free city of West Berlin
the use of GDR routes of transportation in relevant
contracts''--both under the condition that '"West
Berlin becomes a peaceful and neutral free city

and no longer lets itself be misused as a disruption
center."

-11- -
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UPI noted that the US Army sent its third troop
convoy in three days over the highway between West
Germany and West Berlin. The convoy, consisting
of 13 trucks and 26 men, cleared the Soviet check-
points without trouble.

An East Berlin radio service reported that Friedrich
Ebert stated in his speech to the Volkskammer the
complete agreement of the SED Parliamentary Group

to the statements of Nikita Khrushchev and Willi

Stoph on the "fresh provocations'" of the "imperialist
circles" by the incidents on the Autobahn. Ebert
explained that "it is international practice that

in connection with transit, the state which accords
transit or the representatives which it has authorized
for this purpose lay down control procedures in
agreement with its interests. 1In no case can anyone
that uses these transit routes determine the regulations
and arrangement of the transit traffic. It is high
time the Western powers allow reason to prevail in
this matter and respect international law. They
should bear in mind that they are not traveling some-
where in space, if they want to go to Berlin, but

that whether on land, on water, or in the air they

are using the transit routes of the GDR. Earlier

the GDR, as was stated in the declaration of the
Council of Ministers this morning, reached an agreement
with the USSR that the Soviet forces temporarily
stationed in the GDR should for a time exercise

-12-
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control over Western military transports through

the GDR to Berlin. This agreement was a concession,
a concession to facilitate negotiations on a solution
which corresponds to international law and the
sovereignty of the GDR. The fact is that no agreement
exist between the GDR and the Western powers on the
use of the transport routes of the GDR. Consequently
no one in the West can invoke an alleged right to

use these transport routes. It is indispensable

that a peace treaty be concluded, and that the

West Berlin question and the question related to

it are solved on its basis in order that disruptive
maneuvers on our Autobahn are finally rendered
impossible. Like other provocations of this sort,
they are present day manifestations of West German
revanchism. We want tranquility on the transport
routes of the GDR and we cannot and will not permit
the territory of our sovereign state to be misused

by Western adventurers for actions hostile to

peace."

Approved for Release: 2013/07/17



Approved for Release: 2013/07/17

{ —XFTCRFF O

15 Nov Neues Deutschland reported that the US Ambassador

in Bonn, George McGhee, stated in Mainz that his
government regards the reunification of Germany as

~a principal part of its policy. Why then, the news-
paper asked, did the US Govermment "contribute
decisively to separating Germany and Berlin, to
splitting off West Germany from the German national
body, to including it in NATO, rearming it militarily
and supporting its antidetente.policy? Why does
it want to include West Germany in the multilateral
atomic force for NATO? Why does the Kennedy
Administration obstruct the conclusion of a German
peace treaty and the peaceful solution of the
West Berlin problem? The West German press, on
the other hand, stressed approvingly the enlightened
self-interest and mutual confidence themes in
McGhee's address and favorably reported the

" Ambassador's description of the German Problem
as a major concern of US policy. -

The Embassy in Bonn expected that any West German
approaches on: a Bundestag meeting in Berlin would
be coupled with feelers designed to sound out
Allied thinking on the holding of the 1964 Bundesver-
sammlung in that city. The Embassy noted that the
Bundesversammlung consists of all members of the
Bundestag and the Bundesrat, plus a certain number
of representatives elected by the Land legislatures.
It meets every four years for the sole purpose of
electing the President of the Federal Republic.

Its previous three sessions have all been held in
West Berlin, and Ambassador McGhee felt that Allied
efforts to prevent the 1964 meeting from convening
there could have "adverse repercussions'" in Berlin
and the FRG and might be altogether unsuccessful,
Moreover, he believed that if the Three Powers
offered no objections to holding the next Bundesver-
sammlung in Berlin, they probably would be far more
successful in their efforts to head off a Berlin
meeting of the Bundestag shortly after Christmas.

He was seeking State Department approval of this
plan before trying to sell it to the British and
French.[[ [

UPI reported that NATO Secretary General Dirk U,
Stikker warned that continued Soviet arrests of foréign
tourists and incidents on the Berlin Autobahn could
destroy the recent improvement in East-West relations.
Stikker added that the recent "Big Lift" US. military

~14-
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operation "certaihly was not a prelude to a decrease
of US armed forces in Europe.
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Neues Deutschland claimed that according to an
announcement by the Berlin People's Police head-
quarters, members of the Western occupation forces
coming from West Berlin by car had recently in
several cases ''again violated public security and
order in the GDR capital." The charges included
driving at an excessively high speed, driving

through streets closed to all traffic, and illegal
parking. License plates for French and American

cars were recorded and noted in the alleged incidents.

A Neues Deutschland editorial stated that when Hitler
wanted to declare war on Poland, he launched a
hysterical propaganda about Danzig and the "ethnic
Germans'" in the Polish corridor. 'What is Bonn's
'Danzig' today, which will serve to deceive other
peoples and to overcome the common sense of the

West Germans? West Berlin will undoubtedly

serve this purpose. The provocation in -the Reichstag
ruins announced by (FRG Minister) Mende was proceded
by an appearance of (Bundestag President) Gerstenmaier
at the same location. Erhard's first official

action was a visit to West Berlin where a Bonn
Chancellor has no business to be. Immediately after
his appointment, Mende also made a pilgrimage to

the wall, which is not situated at the border of

the Federal ‘Republic, but at the West Berlin

border with the GDR." The editorial added that
West Berlin could have its communication lines
guaranteed by treaty very quickly and very easily.
"The statement of the Council of Ministers to the
People's Chamber again demonstrates our willingness
to conclude treaties with the West Berlin Senat on
transit traffic across the GDR...There is still a
very serious reason for the warning that West Berlin
may become the Sarajevo of a third World War unless
the source of the fire is not extinguished."

Neues Deutschland reported that during the previous
four weeks, 17 privates and NCO's of the West German

Bundeswehr deserted to the GDR.‘[::::::I]
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AP reported that a 42-year-old West Berlin woman,
accused of betraying at least 400 Western intelligence
agents, including her own brother, to the East German
secret police, was sentenced to nine years at hard
labor. Margarete Kosa, convicted by the West Berlin
court on charges of being an accessory to kidnaping
and "maintaining treasonous relations," screamed

and collapsed when sentence was passed.

An East German television report claimed that from
25 October to 14 November, 756 resettlers from West
Germany, including 411 returnees, reported to

GDR reception camps.

During the morning approximately 100 Soviet vehicles
containing three generals, two probable generals,
and at least 18 field-grade officers were observed
traveling on the south ring of the Autobahn. USAREUR
commented that the officers probably were going to

a meeting at GSFG headquarters to discuss future
training activities or critique recent exercises.
Two days later RadioVolga reported that an assembly
of the Party Aktiv of the GSFG had taken place on

18 November at The GSFG headquarters at Wunsdorf.
The theme of the assembly was "Improve the Selection
and Education of Military Cadres." A report was
given by the CINC of GSFG, General Yakubovsky.
Soviet Defense Minister Malinovsky also present and

addressed the meeting. [;;;;;;;j

Approved for Release: 2013/07/17



Approved for Release: 2013/07/17

18-19 CINCUSAREUR reported that East German security officials
Nov made an attempt to recruit a US enlisted man, SP5

Jackie Boyd Lott, in East Berlin, on the occasion

of the death of his wife's grandmother there.

The approach was made through Lott's wife, who was
contacted at her grandmother's home by two alleged
police officials in civilian clothes. These men

later offered her assistance in the funeral arrange-—
ments and an extension of her residence permit in

East Berlin. She was invited to visit the local

police station to discuss these matters further.

The ' discussion at the police station (with the same

two officials) covered the political situation in
Berlin, Lott's military duties, his working relation-
ships in his unit, and maneuver areas in West Germany.
This was followed by an implied offer of supplemental
income to Lott and a request that his wife bring him

to the police station that evening for further discussion.
When advised of this by his wife, Lott went immediately
to Checkpoint Charlie and informed representatives

of the Berlin Brigade. He was not contacted by any _
East German official. On 19 November, Lott, accompanied
by a representative of the Provost Marshal Division,
returned to East Berlin, attended the funeral, picked

up his personal belongings at the grandmother's
apartment, and proceeded to the border crossing point.
The processing of Lott, his family, and personal

vehicle through the border controls was accomplished
without incident.

-18-
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At approximately 1130Z a US helicopter patrol over
the French sector sighted two Soviet trucks, one
APC, and five Soviet soldiers in the Soviet Zone
between Dorfstrasse and the Havel River. The APC
was in a white shed with a sliding door facing

the river. The soldiers made no attempt to conceal
themselves but instead waved at the helicopter. ,
Noting that the Soviets patrol fairly heavily behind
the East Germans along the north sector/zonal border,
USCOB commented that this was the first sighting

of what was probably a Soviet border patrol base.

‘Yuriy Sharov. |

Neues Deutschland reported that at a cocktail party
at the USSR Embassy in East Berlin, P. A. Abrasimov,
USSR Ambassador in the GDR, introduced the new head
of the Novosty office in the GDR, Anatoly Morosov,
and the new press attache of the USSR Embassy,

The Frankfurter Allgemeine reported that the Berlin
Senat decided to discuss the problem of a federal
loan for the Berlin budget in talks with Federal
Chancellor Erhard and Finance Minister Dahlgruen.
The Federal Chancellor will set the date for the
talks in which Berlin will be represented by Govern-
ing Mayor Brandt and Senator for Financial Affairs

Hoppe.

JCS and the State Department approved USCINCEUR's

16 November request to return the personnel and
vehicles of US convoy 7 to Berlin on 26 November

in their original configuration. /Note: US-7

was a non-dismount convoy consisting of 13 vehicles,

26 drivers and assistant drivers, and 28 passengers.

It departed West Berlin on 12 November and encountered
a slight delay at Babelsberg when the Soviet duty

‘officer informally requested that the passengers dis-

mount and that he be allowed to climb up on the
rears of the trucks to count the personne1;7L

USCOB reported that at approximately 0450Z a 20-
year-old male refugee successfully escaped to the
French sector of West Berlin. During his escape
East German border guards fired 4 shots and 2
green flares. The refugee was not hit. Border
guards searched the area until 0625Z and departed.

~19-
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The West German newspaper Deutsche Zeitung carried
the report of an interview with French Foreign
Minister Couve de Murville in which he stated that
the Autobahn ‘incidents demonstrated the strong
Soviet position in Berlin. ''The Russians,'" he
stated, "have never given up their intention

to change the status quo of Berlin. They want to
cement the status quo of the DDR. From time to
time it appears useful to Moscow to remind the
Western powers of these political objectives."
Attempts at detente were also seen from this
viewpoint. o

USCINCEUR reported that in regard to the Soviet
note on Autobahn procedures given to the Allies

on 16 November, he believed that no useful purpose
would be served by replying to the Soviets and
recommended that no reply be made. He also felt
that the US had now run all the test convoys that

.were required, and recommended that future convoys

be organized, scheduled, and conducted by the
military commanders involved. The convoys should

be run strictly on the basis of military necessity
and in accordance with agreed Allied procedures.

In the event of a prolonged period where there was

no military necessity for a convoy run, USCOB should
run one or more convoys to demonstrate our continuous
right of free and unrestricted access.

The Mission submitted figures showing that, for 18
non-dismount US convoys which traveled the Autobahn
between 16 May and 9 October 1963, the number of
passengers exclusive of drivers and assistant drivers
averaged less than two men per vehicle on all but
one occasion. On all occasions but one the number
of passengers plus assistant drivers averaged less
than three men per vehicle,and 7 of these convoys
the average number of passengers plus assistant
drivers was less than two per vehicle. The one
convoy in which the average number of passangers
exceeded three per vehicle transited the Autobahn

on 14 June and consisted of 4 vehicles and 30
personnel. /Note: It is interesting to note that
the 14  June convoy was delayed briefly when its
passengers refused to dismount. On the other hand,
a 19 May convoy whose passengers-per-vehicle average
was only one (two, counting assistant drivers as
passengers) also was delayed for two hours when its
personnel were required to dismount. All three US

-20 -
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19 Nov convoys which have been detained recently had been
con't detained for failure to dismount have had passenger-

per-vehicle averages of less than two (three, count-
ing assistant drivers as passengers.)

LIVE OAK reported the following details on the
processing of the two French convoys FR-6 (non-
dismount) and FR-7 (dismount) which transited the
Autobahn from Berlin to West Germany on this date.
One vehicle in FR-6 broke down before the convoy
arrived at Babelsberg and had to be dropped from

the convoy. The actual composition of FR-6 was
seven 1l.5-ton trucks; each carrying a driver, an
assistant driver, and three passengers, and two
Jeeps, each carrying a driver and two passengers.
Total: 9 vehicles, 9 drivers, 7 assistant drivers,
and 25 passengers. The convoy was processed through
Babelsberg in 43 minutes and through Marienborn

in 30 minutes. It encountered no demands for dis-
mounting or the lowering of tailgates. FR-7 consisted
of 15 vehicles, 28 drivers and assistant drivers,
and 96 passengers. At Babelsberg its passengers
dismounted in response to a request by checkpoint
commander Lt. Col. Sergin. Sergin then asked that
the drivers and assistant drivers dismount also.
This request was refused by the French OIC, and a
discussion ensued between the two officers. The
convoy finally was cleared 46 minutes after its
arrival. The drivers and assistant drivers did

not dismount. FR-7 was processed through Marienborn

in 26 minutes, encounteri " "
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East Berlin radio reported that in an interview,
Admiral Waldemar Verner, the Deputy Minister of
National Defense, disclosed. that on the basis of
Article 22 of the National Defense Act, men in
some older age groups were being included in the
present draft lists for the NVA. Article 22
states that '"the comnscript who has undergone
mustering can be enlisted for basic military
service from the completion of the 18th year

of life.to 31 December of the year in which. he
completes his 26th year of life." Concerning
the reasons for the older age-groups call-up, -
Verner stated that '""there are certain special
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functions in our National People's Army which call
for a particularly high degree of technical ability
and solid knowledge as well as extensive practical
skills. This is an asset of citizens liable to
conscription who already have several years of
vocational experience. Another consideration is
that it is extremely good and useful for the
military teams if somewhat older soldiers are

among the conscripts."
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